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Hutt Valley Branch of the New Zealand      
Society of Genealogists 

News & Views 
June 2019        Issue 378 

 

 

Evening Meeting: 7.30pm 2nd Thursday, February to December   
                Doors Open: 7pm                

Day Meeting:     10.00am 3rd Thursday, February to November  
                Doors Open: 9.30am 

Venue:   Petone Library Meeting Room, 7-11 Britannia Street 

Postal Address:    PO Box 31-024, Lower Hutt 5040 
Website:   www.huttvalleygenealogy.org.nz  
Convenor:   Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
Secretary:   Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz    
Editor:   Helene Philpott bhdk.philpott@gmail.com 
 
      

         

 Tea Roster for the Evening Meetings:  May, June & July 

 Thursday 9 May – Graeme McVerry 
 Thursday 13 June – Philippa Woolf 
 Thursday 11 july – Susan Wilson 

Thank you for agreeing to help with the Tea/Coffee making and washing the 
dishes afterwards. The Tea, Coffee, milk etc is supplied.  
If you are unable to be at the meeting on the date allocated please advise 
Diane Stinson Ph 586 4434  
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Heritage Centre Volunteers Available At 
Petone Library 

1st Sunday 1 -3pm and the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 10 -12noon 
of each month 

On duty for June, July & August 
 Sunday 2 June: Calvin Berg/Helen Berg 
 Wednesday 5 June: Diane Stinson/Susan Wilson 
 Wednesday 19 June: Ian Fyfe/Philippa Woolf 
 Wednesday 3 July: Marie Perham /Leanna Menchi 
 Sunday 7 July: Helene Philpott/Anne Martin  
 Wednesday 17 July: Deb Beban/Lois Bartlett 
 Sunday 4 August: Jennifer Flynn/Judy Rider 
 Wednesday 7 August: Ian Fyfe/Jennifer Flynn 
 Wednesday 21 August: Cheryle Dreaver/ Avril Roberts 

 
Please advise Jennifer Flynn, Phone 589 0544 as soon as possible if you are 
not able to do a duty. 

For those new to genealogy and/or who want help knocking down those brick walls, 
this is an excellent time and place to have our experts help you. Our helpers can show 
you what is available in the library and how to go about finding what you are looking 
for. 

 
      

 
Branch Meeting Programme for June 2019: 

  
Thursday 13 June Evening Meeting:  
Dianne Fraser - Putting Meat on the Bones of your Research. Dianne’s 
Australian Family Research. 
 
Thursday 20 June Morning Meeting: Beryl Harris - Gone but not 
Forgotten, Petone West School. Beryl will talk about her recently published 
book. 
 
      

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you have not paid your 2019/2020 sub this 
will be your last newsletter. 
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August Family History Month 2019: 
The Hutt Valley Branch will again be hosting the NZSG Combined 
Wellington Branches Family History Open Day in August this year.  
Venue and Date: The Hutt Bowling Club, Myrtle St, Lower Hutt on Saturday, 
24 August 9.30am-4pm 
Theme: Close to Home, Our People, Our Resources  
We hope that with all branch members’ support to make this as a 
successful day as it was in 2015. 
 
Funeral Service Sheets: 
These are being collected by the Hutt Valley Branch and sent to the NZSG 
Family Research Centre for inclusion in a future Kiwi Collection. 
 Leanna Menchi is the branch contact for this collection. Her address is 4 
Cressy St, Waterloo. Please drop the sheets in her letterbox or bring them to a 
meeting for delivering to the NZSG. 
 

NZSG Branch Newsletters from around New Zealand:              
We receive the following branch newsletters: Riccarton, South Canterbury, 
Hawera, Wellington, Whanganui, Kilbirnie, Porirua, New Plymouth, Otaki, 
South Waikato, Wairarapa, Kapiti, Palmerston North, Nelson, Hawke’s Bay   

If you would like to receive any of these please contact the Branch 
Secretary, Anne Martin HuttValley@genealogy.org.nz   

Heritage Library Volunteers:                                                            
Petone Library now opens 9.30am Monday to Friday. Some Wednesday 
volunteers may like to start at 9.30am instead of 10am if they wish. 
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New Zealand Society of Genealogists Hutt Valley Branch 

Convenor’s Report for the Year Ending 31 March 2019: 

Convenor, Helene Philpott; Secretary, Anne Martin; Treasurer, Wayne 
Church; Committee Members: Christine Edney, Cheryle Dreaver, Susie 
Fraser and John Fraser 

Many thanks to all the committee for their dedication and support 
throughout the year.  

Thank you to our Secretary, Anne Martin, for her support. She does a great 
job managing the minutes, emails and correspondence. 

Our financial position is strong, having been well managed by our 
Treasurer, Wayne Church. He is standing down as Treasurer from this 
evening but will continue to manage the finances relating to the Family 
History Month Open Day in August. Thank you, Wayne. 

My thanks to Christine Edney for her work managing the membership list, 
subscriptions and email distribution. Our membership currently stands at 
107. 

Thank you to Cheryle Dreaver, who manages our publicity every month. 

The stock-take of the library has been a huge task. My special thanks to 
Susie Fraser for coordinated this job and to John who has supported. Many 
books have now been taken off the library catalogue and will be offered to 
members first. This list is expected to be sent out early in June.  

Currently, our library is for Reference Only until we work out with the 
Petone Library how best to manage it. 

In the meantime, some of our books are being stolen. If you are in the 
Heritage Library and you see any of our books being taken out by a person 
or persons who are not known to be members please advise the Petone 
library staff. 

Thank you to Susan Wilson for her ongoing management of our website. 
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Thank you also to Jennifer Flynn and Claude Poulsen, who have made 
themselves available to support the co-ordination of the morning meetings 
and to prevent its closure. Unfortunately, I am not always able to be there.  

Jennifer is also doing a great job managing the Heritage Library Volunteers 
Roster. 

The newsletter is our main communication with members and all 
contributions are much appreciated, no matter how small. Any ideas for 
guest speakers at our meetings would also be appreciated. 

Thank you to Diane Stinson, who continues to organise the Tea/Coffee 
Roster and always brings the milk. 

We continue to benefit from a good relationship with Petone Library 
management and staff and meet with them regularly. 

Our wonderful Heritage Library Volunteers provide a good service on 
behalf of the branch. This is an important means of assisting the public and 
our members with their family research.  

This service is provided by the Hutt Valley Branch as part of our signed 
Memorandum of Understanding with the library and is much appreciated 
by the library staff.  

In return, the Petone Library staff regularly offer training on new family 
history websites and updates in the Heritage Library. Now that Petone 
Library has become a Family Search Affiliated Library, training will soon be 
offered to members. 

The Hutt Valley Branch will again be hosting the combined Wellington 
Branches Family History Open Day on Saturday 24 August to be held at the 
Hutt Bowling Club, Lower Hutt. We hope that with all branch members 
support to make this as a successful day as it was in 2015. 

One of our committee members attends the Lower North Island meetings, 
which are held three times a year. This is an important opportunity to get 
together with other branches and share information and ideas.  

 



6 
 

I am giving notice that this is my last year as Convenor. I am also giving 
notice on behalf of three other members of the committee who will be 
standing down this time next year.  

This will leave only three members of the current committee. We would 
welcome any member of the branch interested in joining us to attend our 
committee meetings, which are held at Petone Library 6.30pm on the 1st 
Thursday of the month. 

The dynamics of committees of many organisations have changed and 
many people are working full time for longer so the more people we have 
on our committee the lighter the load for each person. 

My thanks again to all members of the Hutt Valley Branch for your ongoing 
support. It is much appreciated. 

Helene Philpott, Convenor 

2019/2020 Committee: 

Convenor: Helene Philpott     Secretary: Anne Martin           

Treasurer: Donald Smith 

Christine Edney, Cheryle Dreaver, John Fraser, Susie Fraser                   
Helene Philpott (reappointed as Newsletter Editor) 

Treasurer for Family History Month: Wayne Church, outside Committee. 

      

 

Latest additions to Papers Past Newspapers (May 2019): 

Bay of Plenty Beacon (1946-1950)  Feilding Star (1921-1924) 

Franklin Times (1921-1933)   Hutt News (1946-1948) 

King Country Chronicle (1921-1939) Shannon News (Jun 1921-1929) 

Thames Star (1921-1938)   Waipa Post (Apr 1911-1935) 

Western Star (1921-1942)  https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/  
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What’s on at your Local Branches? 
 
Kilbirnie:   
Thursday 4 July- Our 15th Birthday Meeting - A baby photo guessing game 
and Show and Tell 
Time/Venue: 9am -12pm Matairangi Room, ASB Sports Centre, Kilbirnie  
Kapiti: 
Tuesday 25 June- Jonathan Newport, Archives NZ – Land Records 
Time/Venue: 7pm Kapiti Community Centre, 15 Ngahina St, Paraparaumu 
Wellington:   
Wednesday 26 June- Kaye Batchelor & Ann Ball – Adventures with DNA 
Time/Venue: 6pm Connolly Hall, Guildford Tce, Thorndon, Wellington 
Porirua:  
Wednesday 12 June- Branch Members- Fabulous Finds and Terrific 
Treasures 
Time/Venue- 7pm Porirua Library (office entrance on Harvey Norman 
side). 
 
      

 

Websites: 

http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/index.shtml  

Passenger Lists; Fleet Lists, Ships Descriptions; Ships Fares; Shipwrecks. 

https://www.sooty.nz/Passenger-Lists-to-NZFrame1Source1.html  

Passenger Lists to New Zealand – updated December 2018 

http://www.yesteryears.co.nz/index.html  

With 942 Ships,250 ship photographs,,2434 Passenger Lists,,34 Shipboard 
diaries, and much more... 

http://www.nzpictures.co.nz/new.htm  

Genealogical and Historical Research Data (Dawn Chambers) 

https://booth.lse.ac.uk/about  

Charles Booth’s London, Poverty maps and Police Notebooks. 
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 NZSG Hutt Valley Branch Committee 

Dear Members, 

At the last AGM, you might have been forgiven for thinking gently this is -
rigged. The same seven people appeared to propose, second and stand for 
places on the Committee. And they were elected unopposed. A fiddle? Well, 
no. 

For the branch to continue to exist it requires a Committee composed of 
five members of the NZSG as a minimum, with the Convener, the Secretary, 
and the Treasurer mandatory as members. Our Committee consists 
currently of seven, which still permits a quorum for meetings in case of 
illness or being on holiday. Too much detail? Then let’s reduce it to its 
simplest terms.  

At the last AGM, no new nominations for Committee were received. At the 
next AGM in 2020, four of the current long-serving members are stepping 
down.  

If no new Committee members are elected and some of the current 
members cannot be blackmailed into staying on, the Hutt Valley Genealogy 
Branch will cease to exist as it will not have the statutory number of 
officers to run. 

If this salutary statement touches a nerve and you would like 2020 not to 
be the year our branch winds up then please, feel welcome to attend 
Committee meetings as an observer and get the feel of the running of it.  

Then please put yourself forward for office at the next AGM.  

We need you. 

John.    
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Heritage Volunteer’s Evening 

A very hardy 10 members came out on a wet, cold night to the Heritage 
Volunteers evening. Thanks to Liz and Tricia who stayed after hours to talk 
through updates on various Family History Websites and how to use the 
Scanner. I will be taking my old Box Brownie negatives in to scan before 
they completely deteriorate. Some members even took the opportunity to 
update their library cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


