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Branch	Meeting	Programme	for	December	2017		

	

Thursday14	December	Evening	Meeting	–A	fun	Activity	followed	by	
Christmas	Supper	provided	by	the	Committee.		

There	will	also	be	a	raffle	of	Christmas	Goodies;	Tickets	$2	
each	or	3	for	$5	–	2	Prizes	
 	 	 	 	  

	

February	2018	Meetings:		Please	Note.	

Thursday	8	February	Evening	Meeting	–	has	been	changed	to	‐			

Thursday	15	February	and	will	be	held	at	the	Hutt	Bowling	Club,		

6	Myrtle	St,	Lower	Hutt;	Doors	open	7pm,	our	guest	speaker	Michelle		

Patient	from	7.30pm	

	

Digging	for	Family	History	Using	DNA:	
	
Presented	by	Michelle	Patient	
	

	
Seen	the	advertisements	on	TV	about	finding	your	roots	using	DNA?		
Or	programmes	like	the	DNA	Detectives	or	Long	Lost	Family	and	wondered	
what	this	DNA	testing	was	all	about?		
Come	along	and	hear	Scientist	and	Genealogist	Michelle	Patient	explore	
how	DNA	can	tell	you	more	about	your	roots	and	your	ancestors,	confirm	
your	research	and	breakthrough	brick	walls	‐	oh	and	reveal	the	occasional	
skeleton.		
There	will	be	plenty	of	time	for	Questions	and	Answers.	
	

Thursday	15	February	Morning	Meeting	‐	will	be	held	as	usual	at	
Petone	Library,	10am.	Guest	Speaker	to	be	advised	
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Tea	Roster,	Morning	Meetings	2018	
As	very	few	members	are	now	having	a	cup	of	tea	or	coffee	before	the	
morning	meetings	and	volunteers	for	kitchen	duties	are	becoming	rare,	the	
Committee	has	decided	that	from	next	year,	for	a	trial	period	of	3	months,	
members	make	their	own	morning	tea	or	coffee	and	wash	their	cups	
afterwards.			Cups,	tea/coffee,	etc.	will	be	set	out,	as	usual,	and	I	will	put	
everything	away	and	lock	up	afterwards.			
The	tea	roster	system	for	the	evening	meetings	will	continue	as	usual.	
	Your	co‐operation	in	the	trial	will	be	much	appreciated.	
	Diane	Stinson	
	 	 	 	 	  

	
	

Heritage	Library	Volunteer	Roster		
	

Diane	Stinson	is	currently	working	on	the	Roster	for	2018	
Due	to	difficulties	with	parking	at	Petone	Library	particularly	on	Saturdays	
the	Committee	have	decided	to	trial	for	6	months	having	volunteers	
available	at	the	library	on	Sunday	afternoons	1	–	3pm	instead	of	Saturday	
morning.	
A	draft	roster	will	be	sent	out.		
Any	queries	please	phone	Diane	586	4434	
	
 	 	 	 	  

	
 

	
Thank	you	to	all	those	who	volunteered	
at	Petone	Library	during	
2017,		
it	is	much	appreciated	by	everyone.	
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100	years	ago	on	a	dark	wet	night…	

“We	will	be	going	soon”	thought	Charlie,	“Can’t	see	hardly	anything	with	
this	rain”	It	had	been	raining	non‐stop	for	about	10	hours.	

“Will	they	use	the	gas	again,	like	they	did	in	the	night?”	someone	asked.”	

“A	lieutenant	got	blown	up	about	an	hour	ago,	and	another	has	been	hit.”	
comes	a	voice	out	of	the	darkness.	

“If	they	kill	all	the	officers,	perhaps	we	can	all	go	home?”	

“Enough	of	that!”	pipes	up	the	sergeant.		

Quick	glimpses	over	the	top	of	the	hole	they	were	in	yesterday	revealed	a	
sea	of	muddy	shell	holes	gently	rising	up	to	a	low	ridge	about	¾	of	a	mile	
away	with	two	mounds	on.	Once	these	were	farm	houses	&	someone’s	
home,	now	they	were	block	houses	garrisoned	by	Germans	who	had	
reinforced	them	&	had	machine	guns	poking	out	of	loop	holes.	

To	the	left	about	half	way	to	the	block	houses	up	on	a	small	knoll	was	
another.		

 

Typical	Battlefields	of	Passchendaele	&	Poelcapelle	1917‐	MUD!	
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Struggling	up	to	the	front	the	night	before	last	it	was	difficult	going	working	
your	way	around	the	slippery	shell	holes,	no	space	between	them,	craters	
all	overlapping	one	another	all	with	stinking	water.	

No	chance	of	a	good	look,	as	soon	as	you	put	your	head	up	a	bullet	would	
wiz	your	way,	no	one	stayed	up	too	long	as	this	was	not	only	suicidal	but	it	
could	start	shelling	&	no	one	wanted	that. 

“What’s	the	job	sergeant?”	asks	someone.	“Do	what	you’re	told,	&	follow	
me”	comes	the	reply.		

“Well,	here	we	go”	says	Charlie	as	our	guns	open	up	&	the	shells	whistle	
over	head	with	explosions	happening	a	fair	way	in	front	of	them.	Now	it	
was	a	little	safer	to	stick	your	head	up	as	the	Bosche	would	have	theirs	
down.	“Those	shells	are	a	long	way	in	front”,	says	an	old	sweat.	Lieutenant	
Todd’s	whistle	is	shrill	&	can	only	just	be	heard	over	the	racket	of	the	
barrage.	Men	are	slipping	&	sliding	as	they	try	to	get	a	footing	to	go	over	
the	top.	Charlie	is	off	with	his	mates	going	to	the	left	of	the	command	post	
balancing	around	the	top	of	a	crater	that’s	full	of	water,	followed	by	
another	hole,	then	another,	then	another.	

“They	are	shelling	too	far	in	front	of	us”	shouts	old	sweat.	His	answer	is	a	
hail	of	machine	gun	&	rifle	fire	from	German	gun	pits	that	the	barrage	has	
gone	passed	&	missed.	Officers	&	men	were	going	down	all	over	the	place.	
Men	jumped	into	the	shell	holes	for	cover	‐	some	hit	the	water	never	to	be	
seen	again.	Others	were	floundering	about	on	the	sides	trying	to	keep	a	grip	
from	sliding	down	&	holding	onto	their	rifles.	

The	Lewis	gunner	carrying	his	heavy	gun	was	sinking	up	to	his	thighs	with	
every	attempted	step	forward.	His	mate	carrying	the	ammunition	bags	
could	hardly	move	at	all.	Three	to	four	minutes	had	passed	and	the	German	
shells	started	to	explode	around	them	sending	up	spouts	of	water,	mud	&	
flying	men.		

The	horror	&	stench	of	war	was	all	around	these	Tommie’s	at	dawn	on	12	
Oct	1917	
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Charlie 

Part	Two	

What	were	the	circumstances	that	brought	Charlie	to	this	terrible	morning	
of	12th	October	1917?	

Britain	declares	war	on	Germany	on	4th	August	1914.	

ARTHUR	CHARLES	DUNCOMBE,	“Charlie”	as	his	parents	and	two	sisters	
called	him,	enlisted	in	the	East	Surrey	Regiment	&	signed	his	attestation	
document	on	Tuesday	the	8th	September	at	Kingston‐upon‐Thames	a	few	
miles	from	where	Charlie	was	born	and	lived	at	95	Beechcroft	Road,	Upper	
Tooting	in	South	London.	

It	is	speculation	that	Charlie	got	caught	up	in	the	wave	of	patriotism	that	
swept	across	Britain	&	indeed	the	Commonwealth	during	those	early	
months	of	the	war.	

Recruiting	stations	were	set	up	all	over	south	London	as	posters	were	
pasted	up	everywhere	and	leaflets	pushed	through	doors	encouraging	men	
to	sign	up	for	Lord	Kitchener’s	Army.		For	Charlie	the	nearby	Wimbledon	
Theatre	became	a	centre	for	recruitment,	the	owners	placing	the	building	
in	the	hands	of	Wimbledon’s	recruiting	committee	at	no	cost.	The	patriotic	
public	are	reported	to	have	flooded	in	from	Merton,	Mitcham,	New	Malden,	
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Southfields	and	Tooting	as	well	as	Wimbledon,	drawn	to	meetings	and	
rousing	speeches.			

Disused	shops	along	Tooting	High	Street,	Garrett	Lane	&	Balham	Road	were	
also	used	for	recruitment,	perhaps	Charlie	went	along	to	one	of	these?	

Charlie	was	19	when	he	signed	up	&	he	gave	his	occupation	as	porter,	
whereas	he	was	described	as	a	florist	in	the	1911	census.	

It	is	believed	that	both	Charlie	&	his	father	Arthur	James	Duncombe	worked	
for	Fred	Dabbs,	who	was	Charlie’s	uncle	&	owned	a	nursery	in	Garrett	Lane	
on	the	corner	of	Smallwood	Road,	plus	a	green	grocers	shop	in	Trinity	Road	
near	St	Mary	Magdalene’s	church.	

We	do	not	know	if	Charlie	had	moved	on	from	his	uncles	business	to	
become	a	porter	elsewhere	or,	perhaps,	he	just	put	down	porter	rather	
than	florist	not	wanting	to	sound	like	a	sissy	in	the	army.	

	

So	ARTHUR	CHARLES	DUNCOMBE	became	Private	#2019.	He	was	5	feet	7	
inches	tall	with	brown	eyes	&	hair	with	a	fresh	complexion.		

His	chest	measured	34	inches	&	expanded	by	2	inches.		

Charlie,	like	thousands	of	other	young	men,	were	taken	off	for	training	to	
depots	all	over	Britain.	

It	was	obviously	a	very	thorough	training	as	it	took	a	year	for	Charlie	to	be	
posted	to	France,	arriving	6	October	1915,	probably	attached	to	the	9th	
Service	Battalion.		

To	date	Charlie’s	service	record	has	not	been	found	‐	it	probably	suffered	
the	fate	of	Nazi	bombing	during	WW11,	hence	the	records	that	did	survive	
were	known	as	“the	burnt	records”.	

However,	before	October	1917	he	had	transferred	to	C	Company	of	the	8th	
Service	Battalion,	which	was	part	of	55	Brigade	of	the	18th	Division.	
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It	can	only	be	guessed	that	Charlie	was	home	on	leave	in	May	1917	as	we	
find	the	two	following	entries	in	his	younger	sister	Dorothy’s	autograph	
book,	both	dated on	the	second.	
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What	were	Charlie’s	thoughts	when	writing	these	gentle	verses	with	19	
months	of	war	behind	him	&	with	an	uncertain	future	‐perhaps	he	
wondered	if	this	was	going	to	be	the	last	time	he	was	with	his	family?		

Listening	to	his	sister	Bessie	talking	about	her	young	man,	perhaps	he	
wished	he	had	joined	the	Royal	Marines	Artillery	like	Alf	Stamp.	The	
gunners	were	lucky,	they	did	not	have	to	go	right	up	to	the	front	&	face	the	
enemy.	Poor	bloody	infantry!	

Passchendaele	was	the	soldiers	name	for	the	third	battle	of	Ypres,	which	
commenced	on	31	July	1917,	by	this	time	Arthur	was	a	battle	hardened	
“Tommy”.	

Rather	different	from	his	previous	occupation	of	a	florist.		

The	8th	East	Surrey’s	were	moved	up	to	the	front	line	near	the	village	of	
Poelcapelle	on	the	night	of	10th	October,	leaving	at	9.30PM.	The	distance	in	
a	straight	line	was	about	2½	miles.	Movement	during	day	light	was	suicidal	
due	to	sniping	and	artillery	fire.	The	first	platoons	arriving	at	4	o’clock	in	
the	morning	covered	in	mud	and	absolutely	exhausted	as	their	one	&	only	
guide	had	lost	his	way.		

It	was	useless	to	try	to	dig	trenches	here,	they	immediately	flooded.	There	
were	no	living	trees	left	standing,	the	ground	surface	was	covered	with	
mud	and	debris.	The	only	safe	way	to	move	about	was	on	duck	boards,	to	
step	off	was	hazardous	if	not	fatal.	

 

A	Canadian	Machine	Gun	Company	October	1917.	
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The	shallow	Lekkerboterbeek	stream,	usually	about	6	feet,	wide	had	
disappeared;	the	valley	bottom	had	become	a	mud	sucking	marsh.	

Because	of	their	late	arrival,	the	relief	of	the	32nd	Brigade	was	not	fully	
completed,	as	when	dawn	came	it	became	impossible	to	move	about	for	
fear	of	being	shot.	

Officers	&	commanders	did	not	accurately	know	where	their	troops	were.	

At	least	the	weary	troops	could	rest,	even	if	it	was	lying	in	a	hole	of	mud	&	
water.	

	

During	the	morning	fresh	orders	were	received	by	Lt	Col	Irwin	with	new	
objectives.	The	changes	could	not	be	passed	to	the	Company	commanders	
during	the	day	due	to	sniping,	so	there	was	no	chance	of	reconnoitering	the	
locations	before	going	forward	the	following	morning	at	first	light.	Lt	Col	
Irwin	sent	back	a	formal	protest	as	he	thought	that	what	was	being	asked	of	
his	Company	was	impossible.	Clearly	the	General	staff	had	no	idea	of	the	
situation	or	conditions	on	the	front.		

To	cap	it	all	off,	Operation	Order	No.	15,	item	13/	Discipline,	quotes		

“Anyone	using	the	word	“retire”	will	be	treated	as	an	enemy	and	shot	at	
once.”		

The	Brigades	objective	was	to	take	Hinton	&	Papa	farms	on	the	higher	
ground	seen	on	the	far	right	of	following	map.	

	

C	Company’s	command	post	was	Gloster	Farm,	which	was	little	more	than	a	
pile	of	red	bricks,	sand	bags	&	corrugated	tin.	Their	objective	was	Meunier	
House	out	to	their	left	on	a	small	knoll.	Charlie’s	Company	were	to	lead	off	
on	the	right	of	the	Battalion	to	take	Meunier	House	with	A	Company	
following	behind	ready	to	“leapfrog	“	them	&	go	on	to	their	target	of	Papa	
farm.	
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The	night	of	the	11th	was	particularly	dark	and	the	rain	came	down	in	
sheets	adding	to	their	misery.	

Just	after	midnight	the	battalion	was	shelled	with	mustard	gas	‐	quick	
action	getting	on	their	box	respirators	prevented	any	casualties.		

At	about	0400	hours,	D	Company	was	moving	up	to	the	taped	line	ready	for	
the	attack	when	a	shell	came	over,	killing	their	2nd	Lt	Franks.	

Not	long	after	this,	2nd	Lt	Heath	was	wounded,	leaving	2nd	Lt	Whyntie	as	the	
sole	officer	of	D	Company.	Subsequently	wounded	as	soon	as	the	advance	
started,	this	left	D	Company	without	an	officer.	

The	Surrey’s	formed	up	at	a	right	angle	to	the	stream	on	their	right	facing	
north	east,	with	the	7th	“Buffs”	on	their	left	flank	who	were	just	south	of	
Poelcapelle	village	which	was	held	by	the	enemy.	The	“village”	was	little	
more	than	piles	of	rubble.	The	once	proud	church	had	long	gone.	

	

The	Surrey’s	front	covered	a	¼	mile.	

See	the	green	line	on	the	map	‐	this	is	the	forming	up	line	between	Gloster	
&	Terrier	farms.	

Charlie’s	company	went	into	action	at	5.35	AM	‐	on	the	morning	of	Friday	
12th	October	1917.	Following	an	erratic	barrage	that	was	laid	down	too	far	
behind	the	enemy	lines,	leaving	the	German	machine	gunners	and	infantry	
untouched.	The	German	army	was	in	well	prepared	trenches	behind	
barbed	wire	on	the	higher	ground,	with	less	mud	to	clog	their	weapons	and	
good	vision	over	the	battlefield.	From	both	flanks	not	more	than	300	yards	
out	&	from	the	farm	houses,	heavy	rifle	and	machine	gun	fire	opened	up	
immediately	and	the	Surrey’s	went	forward.		

The	German	MG	8	machine	gun	had	an	effective	range	of	2000	yards	with	a	
range	of	3500	plus	yards	&	a	rate	of	fire	of	550	rounds	per	minute.	The	bolt	
action	G	98	Mauser	rifle	had	an	effective	range	of	500	yards	with	a	
maximum	4000	yards.	

The	8th	Battalion	East	Surrey	Battalion	did	not	stand	a	chance.	
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Map	of	Poelcapelle	area	showing	8th	East	Surrey	start	line	(green)	&	
maximum	depth	of	their	advance,	(red	line)	objectives	are	indicated	by	red	
arrows.	MG	=	machine	gun	posts	&	red	circles	=	reinforced	pill	boxes.	

Note:	The	Red	Cross	on	the	north	west	corner	of	Gloster	Farm	at	the	top	of	
the	green	line	

About	0830	hrs	‐Major	Place	commander	of	B	Company,	returned	wounded	
&	reported	that	a	few	men	had	got	forward	500	yards	or	more	(see	red	line	
on	map)	but	were	cut	off	by	several	machine	gun	posts	that	had	not	been	
taken	during	the	advance.		

In	particular,	there	were	two	guns	about	100	yards	out	to	the	left	past	
Gloster	Farm	that	had	inflicted	a	lot	of	casualties.		

Only	three	officers	survived	unscathed,	‐	4	were	killed	&	6	wounded,	NCO’s	
fared	little	better.	During	the	last	four	days,	but	the	majority	on	this	
morning,	52	men	were	killed,	137	were	wounded	&	42	were	missing	from	
the	East	Surrey’s.	

Private	#2019	DUNCOMBE,	A.	C.	was	among	the	42.	
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The	flanking	battalions	had	fared	no	better,	adding	to	the	casualty	lists.	

Later	in	the	day	Captain	Lister	Royal	Army	Medical	Corps	also	reported	
that	60	to	100	dead	soldiers	were	lying	in	front	of	Gloster	Farm.	

Surviving	NCO’s,	when	questioned	about	the	advance,	reported	that	most	
men	did	not	get	much	further	than	100	yards;	however,	their	information	
was	sketchy	as	most	of	them	had	not	seen	a	map	prior	to	going	forward	&	
had	little	idea	of	their	exact	location.	

All	who	took	part	in	this	action	agreed	that	the	British	barrage	was	too	light	
&	landed	behind	the	German	forward	positions.	The	German	artillery	was	
also	light	in	return	&	most	went	beyond	the	first	wave	landing	on	the	
supporting	troops.	The	failure	of	the	operations	rested	on	the	ground	
conditions	&	the	well	prepared	enemy	machine	gunners	who	accounted	for	
most	of	the	casualties.	

Meteorological	records	also	show	that	the	region	had	abnormal	rainfall	
during	the	autumn	of	1917,	much	more	than	the	previous	years.	

	

The	East	Surrey’s	were	not	the	only	men	to	suffer	this	particular	morning.	
Along	the	line	to	the	south	east	about	2	miles	was	the	New	Zealand	
Division,	who	advanced	under	a	very	similar	situation	with	the	far	greater	
loss	of	843	men;	the	largest	loss	of	life	in	New	Zealand	history	to	date.	

“My	God,	did	we	really	send	men	to	fight	in	that”?			

Was	the	question	posed	by	General	Kiggell	of	General	Headquarters	when	
looking	over	the	approaches	to	the	battlefields	for	the	first	time,	apparently	
with	tears	running	down	his	cheeks.	

“It	gets	worse	further	up”	came	the	cold	reply.	
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1915			 	 Poelcapelle	Church			 	 	 	 1918	

	

	

Note:		

Tyne	Cot	on	this	map	where	many	
New	Zealand	soldiers	are	buried	to	
the	south	east	of	where	Charlie’s	
Company	were	also	attempting	the	
impossible.	

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Mike Guest: Parts Three and Four will be in February and March’s 

Newsletters. 
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Presentation	on	the	British	Newspaper	Archive	–	Tricia	
Meehan	Family	History	Specialist,	Petone	Library	

I	 spoke	about	 the	 fascinating	British	Newspaper	Archive	of	English,	 Irish,	
Welsh	and	Scottish	newspapers	to	the	Hutt	Valley	Branch	on	the	morning	
meeting	of	Nov	16,	and	the	evening	meeting	of	Oct	12.			

There	are	over	20	million	pages	in	the	database,	with	new	additions	daily.		
The	 digitisation	 project	 is	 a	 partnership	 between	 the	 British	 Library	 and	
the	Findmypast	Group.	 	The	publications	range	 from	1710	to	about	2000.		
Titles	 include	 daily	 and	 weekly	 newspapers	 as	 well	 as	 specialist	 papers	
such	as	 ‘The	Poor	Law	Unions’	Gazette’	which	lists	detailed	descriptions	of	
men	wanted	for	apprehension	for	not	supporting	their	families.		If	you	are	
‘lucky’	 enough	 to	 find	 an	 ancestor	 you	 will	 know	 what	 he	 looked	 like.		
Another	good	paper	for	listing	ancestors	is	‘Perry’s	Bankrupt	and	Insolvent	
Weekly	Gazette’.	

 

Also	included	are	illustrated	journals,	such	as	fashion	magazine	‘Britannia	
and	Eve’,	and	the	more	sombre	‘Illustrated	war	news’	that	focuses	on	WW1.	

Collecting	newspapers,	many	provincial,	for	archival	purposes	began	in	the	
1820s,	 and	 has	 continued	 since,	 with	 newspapers	 housed	 firstly	 in	 the	
British	Museum,	then	in	Colindale	North	London.		A	newer	storage	facility	
in	 Colindale	 was	 bombed	 during	 the	 London	 blitz	 in	 1940,	 and	 6,000	
volumes	 were	 destroyed.	 	 Even	 now	 they	 are	 finding	 shrapnel	 in	
newspapers	when	they	go	to	digitise	them!		They	are	now	kept	in	a	‘robotic’	
West	Yorkshire	storage	facility.	
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Searching	using	 the	Advanced	Search	option	 is	a	matter	of	 filtering	down	
results	by	date,	 place,	 type	of	 article,	 and	 so	on.	 	 Start	 searching	broadly,	
and	remember	news	 is	 reported	nationally	so	English	news	will	probably	
also	 be	 in	 the	 Scottish	 and	 Irish	 papers.	 	 There’s	 an	 interesting	 blog	 too.		
Newspapers	 were	 once	 deliberately	 expensive	 to	 keep	 ‘radicals’	 from	
accessing	 and	 reporting	 news	 –	 but	 it	 didn’t	 stop	 people	 from	 sharing	
newspapers.		After	the	1860s	when	taxes	were	abolished	there	was	a	huge	
rise	in	publications.	

Hutt	City	Libraries	 subscribes	 to	 the	Library	edition	of	 the	BNA,	which	 is	
accessible	in	any	Hutt	City	Libraries;	it	is	on	our	e‐Resources	page	(It’s	the	
same	database	you	can	link	to	by	clicking	on	the	newspaper	link	if	you	have	
an	 individual	 subscription	 to	 findmypast,	 but	 it	 looks	different).	 	 You	 can	
access	the	library	BNA	database	in	any	Hutt	City	Library	–	all	you	need	to	
do	to	view	the	records	is	create	a	free	log	in	(email	and	password)	–	and	if	
you	need	help	searching	ask	the	helpful	staff.		By	the	way,	you	can	ask	for	a	
free	Connect	voucher	to	access	any	of	our	heritage	databases	at	any	library.	

Lovely	pre‐Xmas	morning	tea	provided	–	thanks	to	the	Hutt	Valley	Branch	
of	 the	 New	 Zealand	 Society	 of	 Genealogists	 –	 and	 for	 all	 their	 work	 in	
Petone	Library	throughout	the	year!	
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Visit	to	National	Library	and	Alexander	Turnbull	Library	
		
	On	27	October	a	small	group	of	our	members	had	a	guided	tour	of	the	
Treaty	of	Waitangi,	the	Declaration	of	Independence	and	the	1893	Suffrage	
Petition	at	the	He	Tohu	exhibition	being	held	at	the	National	Library.	
																
The	separate	sections	of	the	Treaty	are	housed	in	a	special	area	with	
controlled	lighting	and	temperature.		We	have	all	seen	the	paintings	of	the	
signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Waitangi	and	learnt	about	it	at	school,	but	it	takes	
on	more	significance	when	one	can	view	the	actual	signatures	and	marks	of	
those	who	were	involved	in	the	signing.		Hone	Heke’s	name	was	at	the	top	
of	the	list.	
		
The	1893	electoral	petition	is	in	another	part	of	the	special	
facility.		Unfortunately,	not	all	of	us	vote	in	the	elections	or	appreciate	that	
women	had	to	battle	“brick	walls”	to	obtain	the	right	to	vote.		The	petition	
was	made	available	to	those	not	only	in	the	larger	centres	but	was	also	
taken	to	the	rural	areas	and	country	towns.		Today,	it	can	be	viewed	online	
and	there	is	also	an	opportunity	to	see	the	signature	of	one’s	grandmother	
or	great	grandmother	“brought	up”	electronically	as	part	of	the	exhibition	
display.		An	electronic	display	of	the	map	of	New	Zealand	also	shows	the	
areas	in	which	those	who	signed	the	petition	lived.	
		
	The	next	part	of	our	visit	was	to	the	Alexander	Turnbull	Library,	which	
houses	a	vast	amount	of	research	material.		We	were	given	a	
comprehensive	tour	by	our	guide	and	afterwards	had	time	to	do	our	own	
research.	
		
We	had	excellent	guides	for	both	tours.		The	time	went	far	too	quickly	as	
there	is	such	a	lot	of	information	available	–	too	much	for	one	visit!		We	are	
lucky	to	have	the	information	so	easily	accessible	in	our	own	area.	
Diane	Stinson	
		
		
	

															
		
			The	Committee	would	like	to	wish	you	all	a	Very	
Merry	Christmas	and	a	Happy	New	Year		


