
	 1

Hello - I am writing to let you know that I found the gravestone of one Schoharie County's noted 
historic figures from the revolutionary war period - Nicholas Warner (10/13/1746 to 7/27/1838). 
Nicholas is the son of George Warner, Sr., (6/24/1720 – 6/18/1815) who is also noted in Schoharie 
County history and whose gravestone and cemetery in Warnerville was restored in 2010 by the Boy 
Scouts troop 56 of NY.   
 
Nicholas Warner is commemorated with the battle of Cobleskill on the state history marker on 
Highway 7 in Warnerville of which I've attached a picture.  His involvement is documented in the 
"Schoharie County NY Revolutionary War Soldiers" and "History of Schoharie County".    
 
Nicholas Warner is my 5th great grandfather.  We visited Schoharie County on November 6-7, 2013 
to research our Warner ancestry.  Attached is a short story of our visit including finding Nicholas 
Warner's gravestone. 
 
                                                                                                                                  Tony Branfort 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note from Tony Branfort:  You might have already caught my mistake that George Warner, Sr.'s 
dates are 6-24-1720 to 6-18-1815, not what I had shown in the email below.   
 
I also wanted to add that "The Roster" from George H. Warner's "Revolutionary War Soldiers" 
shows Nicholas Warner as ensign in the Fourth Company, Fifteenth Regiment, New York Military 
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We arrived in Warnerville, NY on Wednesday, Nov 6, 2013 about 3:30 PM after a 4 hour 
drive from NYC Kennedy airport.  Warnerville is a very small town among the hills off of 
highway 88 and highway 7; there are only a few buildings in town.   
 

 
 

We had only about 2 hours before sundown and my objective was to find 4 of our 
grandparents:  

George Warner Sr. (June 24, 1720 - June 18, 1815)  
his wife Dorsa Mattice (Sept 14, 1722 - May 7, 1817)  
their son Nicholas Warner (Oct 13, 1746 - July 27, 1838) 
his wife Maria Schaeffer (Oct 23, 1749 - May 31, 1836)  

 
George Sr. and his son Nicholas fought during the revolutionary war and is part of 

Schoharie County history.   George’s home was burned down in a raid, killing several men, 
and both George Sr. and Nicholas were captured by the Tories and their allied 
Indians.   Nicholas escaped the same night but George Sr. was taken to Canada, released 
unharmed 11 months later.  
 

Arriving in Warnerville, I knew the burial location, or at least the cemeteries of George and 
Dorsa (in the “Jacob Warner lot” in Warnerville) and Maria (in the Cobleskill cemetery just a 
few miles away).  But I had not been able to find any information on Nicholas’s burial 
location.  That was what I really wanted to find.  It was a bit of a mystery - why wasn’t his 
burial location documented anywhere?  The “History of Schoharie County” said Nicholas has 
“long since been laid by the ashes of their father, upon a knoll back of the present residence 
of James Warner, a grandson of George, Sr.”.  I hoped that meant that I would find him in the 
Jacob Warner lot near George.  But why would Maria be buried separately at the Cobleskill 
cemetery a few miles away?  Did it have anything to do with one reference to Maria saying 
the “bodies were removed from (the) Warner family burying ground”?  Maybe because he 
had fought in the war?   
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We headed to the Jacob Warner lot first.  Arriving in 
Warnerville, we immediately found “Warnerville Cutoff” 
which is a paved road that runs north out of town.  We 
took that and started scanning the surrounding area for 
anything that looked like a small cemetery lot.   

 
In less than a half mile we saw a small fence up on 

hill to the west.  There is a small unpaved, more like a 
truck path, with a sign “Road Closed”.  We drove about 
300 feet down the path, parked and walked up the grassy 
hill to the North.  First find - we had found the “Jacob 
Warner Lot”.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is a very small cemetery with about 30 headstones with many of them fallen &/or 

difficult to read.   The cemetery had been cleaned up and the fence installed by the Boy 
Scouts in 2010.  I would suspect there are still headstones under the grass and dirt that we 
couldn’t see.   
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Approaching the lot you immediately see George Warner Sr.’s new headstone standing 
vibrantly white and upright which is the new stone set in 2011 by the Boy Scouts.   I was 
pretty excited.   
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Lying directly behind his new headstone 

is his original headstone broken in 2 
pieces.  You can still see “George Warner, 
Aged 90 years” on the original stone.  The 
bottom of the original is toward the west.  A 
small marker stone, a few inches square, 
sets just a few feet further west with “GW” 
on the stone.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Right next to George’s stone to 
the north we found the original 
headstone of his wife, Dorsa; a 
small broken headstone lying face 
up only with “Dorsa” barely visible 
on it.  There is also a small marker 
stone with “DW”.  
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We continued to look through the stones in the small lot.  No other direct grandparents 
that I knew. There were of course several other Warners, including George Warner, Jr. which 
is an uncle, not a grandparent of ours.  Unfortunately though, no Nicholas Warner.   

 
A son of our grandfather, Josephus Warner (George Warner Sr.’s great grandson and our 

grandfather who moved from New York to Manhattan, KS), had a son that died at 8 years old 
that is supposed to be buried about 500 feet south of this cemetery - presumably in an even 
smaller lot, if even a lot, than the Jacob Warner lot.  If it is there, it would be in a fenced 
pasture surrounded next to a creek.  We could not see anything that looked like stones or 
markers.  Daylight was running short so we had to move on.   
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Leaving the Jacob Warner lot, I knew that there was supposed to be a state historical 

marker directly west of Warnerville on Hwy 7. We found it easily and seems to be almost in 
Warnerville on the North side of the highway.  I was very surprised to find the marker 
specifically mentioning Nicholas Warner.  
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We took off for the Cobleskill Rural Cemetery, in Cobleskill a couple miles to the west.  

Cobleskill is also a small town but larger than Warnerville and seemed to be the largest town 
in the area.  It has a sizeable town main street, shops and restaurants.  

 
Arriving at the cemetery we found that the cemetery was much bigger than I expected – 

thousands of graves.  I didn’t know in which part of the cemetery Maria was buried.  And we 
immediately found that there is many Schaeffer’s buried here – Maria’s maiden name.  So, 
we began walking around looking at headstones.  I realized that it would be almost 
impossible to find her in the time we had before it was too dark.   

 
I remembered that there was a picture of Maria’s headstone online.  I looked it up on my 

phone to see if it would give us a clue.  The only clue was that next to her headstone was a 
fallen headstone next to a tree.  There a lot of trees in this cemetery and difficult to see fallen 
headstones.  But we hopped in the car and started driving through and around the cemetery 
looking for a fallen stone next to a tree.  After covering most of the paths through the 
cemetery, we saw a possibility and, happily, it was the right one – hello grandma Maria: 
“Mariah – wife of Nicholas Warner died Mar 31 1836 Aged 86 yrs., 3 mo & 6 dys.” 
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So who was the broken, fallen stone next to Maria?  I propped it up next to the tree.  It 
was so worn that it couldn’t be read.  I tried to feel the small indents but could not figure it out. 

   

 
 
This is when I realized why people bring paper with pencils or charcoal to rub the 

headstones.  We had no pen or pencil - great budding genealogist.  So I grabbed some 
paper and some bark.  I rubbed and, kind of, could begin to see what looked like Warner – 
but I couldn’t tell.  I could see “aged 91 years”.  So, I rubbed the headstone directly with bark 
from the tree.  Then it started to pop out… 
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“Nicholas Warner”.  Here he was – we had found him!    
 

 
 
Tomorrow we would meet the Schoharie genealogist at the Old Stone Fort Museum in 

Schoharie about 5 miles away.   
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The next morning after a breakfast at the small but good and friendly “Blue Star Cafe” 
diner in the town of Schoharie, we headed over to meet Catherine C. Adams, the genealogist 
that runs the Old Stone Fort library, at 9:00. The Old Stone Fort library and Schoharie History 
Center is closed for the season. I had emailed them before our trip and Catherine had offered 
to meet us on her own time.   
 
 

 
 
Catherine had taken over this volunteer position from a woman just the previous July when 
that woman had died from a car accident.  She had run the library for many years, was very 
knowledgeable, had built up the library considerably, but unfortunately didn’t leave a well-
documented indexing system 
or catalog.  Catherine was 
very helpful and gave us all 
that she could find.   
 
We spent 2 hours flipping 
through and copying folders 
of notes and clippings, books 
and binders for anything 
related to the direct line to 
Christopher Warner.   
 
Again, we were limited for 
time so the objective was to 
keep focused on those 
relatives, copy what we could 
find and then take time later 
to digest all that we had.  
 
From that preliminary read, 
though, we found no new special nuggets - yet.   But, I have a lot of material to read now and 
a much greater appreciation of getting to the true sources of information. 


