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Genealogical Research
at Cornell









The purpose of this guide is to aid genealogists in using the resources and services of Cornell University Library effectively.  The library’s primary mission is to support the academic research needs of the Cornell community.  There is no special “genealogical collection” and no staff genealogist, so the burden is on the researcher to organize and carry out his or her research.  With proper preparation, genealogists will find much useful material in the library and a staff ready to help with specific questions.
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The Cornell University Library

There are twenty libraries at Cornell.  Almost all the genealogical material is held in the Olin/Kroch building. Visiting researchers should become familiar with library procedures and policies. The following handouts are available at the reference desk.

	Cornell University Library Guide (A – Z)

	Find Articles Quickguide

	Library Catalog Quickguide

	Location Marks used in the Olin Card Catalog

	Find Databases Quickguide

	Olin Library Stack Guide



Cornell Library Online Catalog

The online catalog is the most important resource for gaining access to the collection.  It is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The online catalog is available to the general public on the World Wide Web at http://catalog.library.cornell.edu/.  For help, please contact a local library with Internet access. 

The online catalog contains everything the library has acquired since 1973 (and much older material as well). Prior to 1973, some of the records are accessed in the Olin Library card catalog.  The card catalog is located on the Lower Level in Olin Library. 


National Online “Catalogs” :

In addition to our local online catalog, CUL provides access to two national online “catalogs” -- the OCLC Worldcat database and Research Libraries Group’s RLIN Eureka.  These databases can be accessed within the library by visiting researchers; however, remote access (from outside the library) is available only to the students, staff and faculty of Cornell.

Both services provide, in a single database, records for all their member’s holdings.  Worldcat has several thousand member libraries and around 40 million records.  Many archival records have been entered. RLG’s RLIN Eureka has fewer records (still about 20 million) but combines the catalogs of about 30 major research libraries.  RLIN Eureka also searches RLG’s enormous AMC file of archival and manuscript collections from many other libraries. 

Rlin Eureka and OCLC Worldcat  can be found through the Find Database on the Library Gateway. 
http://www.library.cornell.edu. Visiting researchers can access these databases through library workstations on-site. 
















General Print Collections

Most of the material is housed in the stacks by call number.  Some of the commonly requested types of material are listed below.

Family Genealogies

Cornell has a very limited collection of published genealogies.  Access is by family name in the Cornell Library online catalog or in the older card catalog.


If the material was published before 1973, and it was not found in the online catalog, check the card catalog, on the Lower Level in Olin Library.
In the online catalog, choose Basic Search.

In the search window, type in the family name. (ex. Willard Family)

In the menu to the right of the search window, highlight Subject Heading

Scroll to the bottom and click on Search

See the Library Catalog Quickquide, or click on the HELP button in the online catalog, for additional help. 

Search Strategy:
















*Remember, only the major family lines in the genealogy are given subject headings, and frequently only the title family.

County Histories

We have a strong collection of regional and county histories, particularly for the Northeast.  Look them up by region, state, county or town, using the following subdivisions:   	--history
						          		--biography

Examples
This Search:
Finds:

Basic Search:
Centre county pa history
Highlight : Subject Heading
Click: Search

Linn, John Blair, 1831 - 1899. History of Centre and Clinton Counties, Pennsylvania. Evansville, Indiana: Unigraphic, 1976.  (Olin F 157.C3 L75 1976 +)

Basic Search:
scott county ky biography
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click: Search

Scott County, Kentucky: a history.  Georgetown, Ky.: Scott County Historical  Society, 1993.  (Olin F 457.S3 S36x 1993)





Parish and other Local Registers

There are also many series of registers of various kinds usually prepared by English and American county historical societies.  These index and reproduce lists of deaths, marriages, taxpayers, litigants, officials, etc.

There are also many series of registers of various kinds usually prepared by English and American county historical societies.  These index and reproduce lists of deaths, marriages, taxpayers, litigants, officials, etc.

Two examples of many:
	Sussex Record Society. Publications.  (Olin DA 670.S97 S97)

	Worcestershire Parish Register Society.  Worcestershire Parish Registers.  (Olin CS 435.W8 W92++)

Subject access is most generally by place (county, town or parish) (state, if US, or country), using the subdivision:  history sources  

Example:
This Search:
Finds (among others):

Basic Search:
essex england history sources 
Highlight: Subject
Click: Search

Erith, E.J., comp.  Essex parish records, 1240-1894.  Chelmsford, Essex County Council, 1950.  (Olin DA 670.E7 A17 no. 7)



Colonial and State Records

The official papers and archives of many colonies and states have been, or are being, published and indexed.  Check the catalog under the name of the colony or state using the search:

(colony) history (period) sources

Example:
This Search:
Finds (among others):

Basic Search:
virginia history colonial period ca 1600-1775 sources
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click: Search

Fleet, Beverly.  Virginia Colonial Abstracts.  Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1988.  (Olin F 225.F59 1988)



Frequently a keyword search will be easier than a subject search (which requires some knowledge of Library of Congress Subject Headings). So another way to do the same search might be:

Guided Keyword: 
virginia colonial sources
(pull-down menu) all of these 
(pull-down menu) Subject
Click: Search


Genealogical Periodicals

There are many periodicals devoted to genealogical research.  Most guides give complete lists.  Cornell’s collection of state and regional genealogical association periodicals is very strong, but there are very few popular periodicals. (We do not subscribe to Genealogical Helper, for example -- see the “Internet Resources” section of this guide for Everton Publisher’s online version.)  For Cornell holdings of a particular journal, look in the online catalog under the title, or if published by a society or association, under the association’s name.  For a general overview of our titles, search the online catalog using the strategy below.

Basic Search:
genealogy periodicals
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click: Search

Perhaps the best-known example of a genealogical publication: 

	New England Historical and Genealogical Register.  1847 - . (Olin F1.N534)


Most journals have their own annual indexes. Unfortunately, there is no index covering all journals for all years. Several longer comprehensive indexes have been attempted.  The best-known: 

Jacobus, Donald Lines.  Index to Genealogical Periodicals.  New Haven, Conn: Jacobus, 1932-53.  3 vols.  (Olin Reference Z 5313.U6 J17+)


Map Collection
Lower Level of Olin Library
9:00 - 6:00 Monday - Friday 
1:00 - 5:00 Saturday
(607) 255-7557 

note: Hours vary with academic calendar and staffing levels -- please call ahead.  For general information and policies see the Map Collection brochure. 

County Atlases

County atlases are an excellent source of information on land ownership.  These nineteenth century maps and atlases are detailed enough to locate, by name, property owners in towns and in the surrounding farms and villages.  They are shelved in the Map Collection stacks (particularly paper copies of NY county atlases), and in the general stacks (many counties from other states) and also in microfiche.  For a complete list see LC G&M Land Ownership Maps in the Map Room.  

There is a microfiche set of NY county atlases cataloged by county, Microfiche 647, and another set of county atlases for the Eastern US cataloged by state. 

Access in the catalog is by county name (for printed atlases and the NY state set of microfiche),  using the subdivision: maps


This Search:

Finds (among others):

Basic Search:
Staten Island (New York, N.Y.)—Maps 
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click on: Search

Beer’s new map of Staten Island [microform]: from careful surveys. [Washington]: Photoduplication Service, Libray of Congress, [194] (Microfiche 647 no. 553).



To limit your search to only the LC G&M Land Ownership Maps for that state, search the title LC G&M Land Ownership Maps, and add a two letter state code.

This Search:
Finds:

Basic Search:
LC G&M Land Ownership Maps. RI
Highlight: Title
Click on: Search

Library of Congress. Geography and Map Division.
LC G&M land ownership maps. RI


The Map Collection also has an extensive collection of ward maps and census districts for major urban areas, in paper and fiche.


Newspapers and Microforms (Olin Multimedia Center)
Lower Level, Olin Library 
hours same as building hours 
(607) 255-6785

Microform reader/printers and scanners are available.  There are coin-operated and vendacard-operated photocopy machines nearby.  An assistant is on duty for help in locating microforms and newspapers and using equipment. 

City Directories

There is an extensive collection of city directories on microform. Filmed in three segments by Research Publications, the first segment, American directories through 1860 : no. 1-1586  (Microfiche 23), is based on Dorothea Spear’s Bibliography of American Directories through 1860 (Olin Reference Z 5771 S738). Of the 1647 titles in Spear, all but forty-five were filmed.

The next two segments are available on microfilm:  United States City Directories, 1861-1901 (Film 4104). Of these, Cornell Library has acquired only the New York state directories.  The guide to these segments is currently shelved in Olin Reference Microfilm Guides.

There are also scattered holdings of original city directories in the stacks.  To identify what we have, check the online catalog and the card catalog.  Search strategy: city (two-letter state code) directories.

This Search:
Finds:

Basic Search:
Ithaca, (N.Y.) Directories
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click on: Search
Lant's directory of Ithaca and Owego : containing a list of the names and residences of families : also the business directories of Candor, Ithaca and Owego, with an appendix of useful information, 1867-68 /compiled by M.L. Lant. Published: Lancaster, Pa. : H.G. Smith, 1867. Description: 144 p. ; 19 cm.

Kroch Library Rare & Manuscripts Call Number: Rare Books F129.I8 A17 Notes: With autograph: F.M. Finch


There is also a small, uncataloged collection of city directories from the US and Canada in the Annex Library.  These are very scattered issues from 1920-1950.  There is an inventory in the Reference Division vertical file under “City Directories.”

The International Genealogical Index (IGI).

The IGI is an important index for genealogists.  It indexes the millions of pedigrees that have been submitted to the Latter Day Saints Temple.  It also extracts and indexes millions of entries from thousands of parish registers and other lists and documents from around the world.  It is unparalleled for locating English parish record entries.  The current IGI is from 1984.  Fiche 736. The guide is in Reference in the Microforms Guides section.

Census Materials

The census schedules are located in the Newspapers and Microforms Room. See Reference Services, below for information about what we have, film numbers, and indexes. 

Newspapers

Cornell has a substantial collection of NY local newspapers, both in paper copy and in microform.  Newspapers from major US cities are represented most completely, but there are more or less complete runs of many local papers as well.  In addtion, Cornell has the microprint collection Early American Newspapers 1704-1820.  Access is by the title of the newspaper in the online catalog. There is also a geographical index of newspapers in a card file in the reference collection. Ask for help there.


Reference Services 
first floor of Olin Library
9:00 am - 4:45 pm Monday - Friday
10:00 pm - 5:45 Saturday
(607) 255-4144
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/

The above are our core service hours.  Staffing on weekends and evenings varies according to the academic calendar.  The reference collection is available whenever the building is open. 

Reference Collections

Guides

Doane, Gilbert H. and James B.Bell
Searching for Your Ancestors.  5th ed.  
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1980
(Olin Reference CS 16 D63 1980)

Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher’s Guide to American
Genealogy.  Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 2000.  
(Olin Reference CS 47 G79 2000)

The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy.
Edited by Loretto D. Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebkin. Revised Ed. 
Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1997.  (Olin Reference  CS 49 S65x 1997+)

Biographical Dictionaries

Tens of thousands of biographical dictionaries have been produced over the years, They can be based on geography or occupation, or many other characteristics.  There is an excellent bibliography in Reference: 

Slocum, Robert B.  Biographical Dictionaries and Related Works: An international bibliography of approximately 16, 000 collective biographies.  Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research Co., 1986.  (Olin Reference Z 5301 S63+ 1986)


There is also an online index which allows the user to search a combined index of many standard biographical dictionaries or encyclopedias by personal name: 

Biography and Genealogy Master Index.  [online database]  Detroit, MI: Gale Research, Inc., 1993 -.  (Library Gateway, Find Databases)

A representative biographical encyclopedia (among many in Reference) would be:

National Cyclopaedia of American Biography.  New York: James T. White. 1893 - . 
(Olin Reference CT 213 N27+, and supplements)

There are also many biographical resources that might not be immediately apparent to new users.  K.G. Saur has produced several large microfiche collections of national biographies (US, British, German).  These consist of entries from dozens of biographical dictionaries, rearranged in a single alphabet.  

American Biographical Archive. [microform]  London; New York: K.G. Saur, 1986 - . 
(Olin Newspapers and Microforms, Lower Level.  CT 213 A51)


Census Schedules

Genealogists often make use of census schedules, i.e., the enumeration by household, giving the names and relationship of those counted (the actual information varies from census to census).  Cornell’s collection is limited to the US censuses of New York state from 1790 - 1920* and some Pennsylvania and California counties.  These censuses are on microfilm and located in the Newspapers and Microforms room.  


Indexes to the Census Schedules

The printed indexes for the NY state schedules of US censuses, 1790 - 1850 are currently housed in Reference with the microform indexes.  In addition, we have some indexes on CD-ROM that extend this coverage:

	Automated Archives includes census indexes from 1790  to 1860 . (Olin Reference) 

The disc for 1790 covers the entire US. Subsequent years cover New York (and parts of New England) only. Generally contains first and last name, Soundex code, state, county, locality, year and page number of the census for the individuals who were included.  Some entries also indicate the number and age of household inhabitants. 

Family Tree Maker includes indexes for Colonial times through 1880. (Olin Reference)

Please note: The Family Tree Maker CD opens on a page which is only useful for individual subscribers who have purchased the entire software package.  We use only the INDEX portion of the package. To open the index, click on the CD icon in the upper right-hand corner.

The indexes locate the page in the enumerator’s book on which the person is recorded.  To locate the film number of the census, and reel(s) for the county, consult the US Census Reel Guide or the Microfilm Census Guide shelved behind the Reference Desk. The Microfilm Census Guide also has additional information, such as the availability of soundex indexes and the location of other censuses (for example, the pieces of the NY state census now available only through the county clerks).

Electronic Databases for Census Schedules (access through Find Databases)

Ancestry 
Searchable, full-text database offering federal census records from 1790-1930.  Ancestry Library edition includes military records; court, land and probate records; vital and church records; directories; passenger lists and more.
	
HeritageQuest Online

Searchable, full-text database offering research materials for tracing family lineage and American culture. Features United States federal census records from 1790-1930, family and local histories, and primary source material, including veterans files from the Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Application.  

Peerage Lists, Heraldry

Burke’s Genealogical and Heraldic History of Peerage, Baronetage, and Knightage.  105th ed.  London: Burkes’ Peerage Ltd., 1970. (Olin Reference CS 420 B95+)

American and British Genealogy and Heraldry.  Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1983.  (Olin Reference Z 5311.F47 1983) 

Bibliographies

US Library of Congress.  Genealogies in the Library of Congress.  Baltimore: Magna Carta Book Co., 1972. (Olin Z 5311 U54++ 1972; and supplements)

US Library of Congress.  Genealogies cataloged by the Library of Congress since 1986 : with a list of established forms of family names and a list of genealogies converted to microfilm since 1983.  Washington, D.C. : Library of Congress, Cataloging Distribution Service, 1991.  (Olin Reference Z5313.U5 L69)

This, of course, is only a sample of the materials available in the Reference Collection.  Many commonly used genealogical reference books are not housed in the Reference Collection but in the stacks, e.g. 


American Genealogical-Biographical Index.  Middletown, Connecticut: Godfrey Memorial Library, 1952 -.  (Olin Z 5313. U6 A51+)

Passenger and Immigration Lists  Index.  Detroit: Gale, 1981.  (Olin CS 68.F47+)

The Reference staff can help with using the catalogs, locating and using reference works, checking on recent acquisitions, explaining library procedures, etc., but there is no trained genealogist on the staff. Please try to make your questions as specific as possible.


Rare and Manuscript Collections
2B Kroch Library (lowest level); Kroch Library is accessible through Olin Library. 
9:00 - 5:00, Monday - Friday
Saturday access varies with academic calendar. 
607 255-3530
607 255-9524 (fax)
http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/

The Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections includes printed volumes, manuscripts, photographs, paintings, prints, and other visual media. The Division also houses the Cornell University Archives.

The collections are open to the public.  Public services staff in the Rare and Manuscript Collections can assist you in finding resources relevant to your project. Assistance is available during public hours and by 
mail, telephone, and fax.  For more in-depth needs, subject specialists are available by appointment.  There is a large reading room. Needed materials are paged by the staff. 

Photocopies of research material can be made, depending on the physical condition and donor restrictions.  Photographic reproduction services are also available.  There is a charge for these services. 

In addition to the University Archives, the Division holds an extensive regional history collection.  Its strengths are in upstate NY historical documents and records.  

A sample of the kinds of material available:

Family papers, including diaries and letters
Unpublished genealogies 
Church, school, and business records
Cemetery inscriptions and marriage and death notices 
Land holdings (e.g. John Greig, Pulteney Estate) 
Deceased alumni records, University biographical file 
Photographs, broadsides, maps

Collections are cataloged online and in the division’s card catalog, by surname, subject, and geographical area.   Restricted collections are marked as such.  Some collections are housed in the Annex Library and require at least a day’s notice to retrieve, a service not available on weekends.  The division provides a brochure with more information. 

The best way to use the collection is by personal visit. Because staff time is limited, service must be confined to providing information on collections and giving guidance in their use.  For additional information on collections and policies please contact the Rare and Manuscript Collections Division at 255-3530.


New York Historical Resources

The New York Historical Resources Center is no longer at Cornell.  The center conducted a statewide survey of manuscript collections and produced a series of county guides to historical resources in New York.  These can be helpful for genealogical research.  A sample title:

Guide to Historical Resources in Tompkins County, New York.  Ithaca: NYHRC (n.d.)

These guides are available in the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections in Kroch Library (enter through Olin Library).  Guides have been completed for all NY counties.  Records from the county guides are also available through RLG’s Rlin Eureka.  Collections described in the guide are not located at Cornell.

The NY guides can also be ordered from http://www.archives.nysed.gov/aindex.shtml. 

For further information contact the NY State Archives via telephone at: 518-474-6926 or send e-mail to: ARCHINFO@mail.nysed.gov. 

For similar guides in other states check the catalog under state or county name using the subdivision: history [history sources] bibliography   

This Search:
Finds:

Basic Search:
wisconsin history sources bibliography
Highlight: Subject Heading
Click: Search

Guide to manuscripts of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.  Supplement.  State Historical Society of Wisconsin: Madison. no. 1- 1941/56-  . (Olin Z 6621.W771)






Local Sources for More Information

The History Center in Tompkins County (formerly, DeWitt Historical Society)
401 E. State St. 
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 273-8284
(607) 273-6107 Fax
 http://www.thehistorycenter.net/ 

Steele Memorial Library
101 East Church Street
Elmira, NY 14901
(607) 733-9173
(607) 733-9176 Fax
http://www.steele.lib.ny.us/
      
Steele Memorial Library Genealogy Room. The Steele Memorial Library is one of the few public libraries in the State of New York to maintain a Genealogical Collection. This special collection is located on the second floor of the library and offers a wide range of genealogical resources. The staff is trained to assist you, and although they do not perform individualized research, they will direct you to locating desired materials or information.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Family History Center
114 Burleigh Dr. 
Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 257-1334
http://www.lds.org

Internet Resources for Genealogists

The Internet is becoming an important resource for genealogists.  Numerous discussion groups and Usenet newsgroups have been formed to share genealogical information.  There are several specialized databases for submitting records.  A good place to begin exploring the Internet is through a general genealogy “home page” on the World Wide Web. There is public access to the World Wide Web in all Cornell libraries.  

See also:

Finding Your Ancestors in Cyberspace: Electronic Genealogy
http://www.library.cornell.edu/okuref/elecgen2.html
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