
 
 

September 10, 2011 Program 
 

Saturday 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

1:00 – 1:15 p.m. Registration 
 Welcome and Introduction 
 

1:15 – 3:30 p.m. Stephan Clarke 
 

Stephan Clarke is a former Naval Reserve officer and retired high school English teacher who has been 
actively involved with genealogical research for over 20 years. He is married and has one daughter. Steve 
is a member of the Rochester Genealogical Society, the Jefferson County Genealogical Society, and the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society. He is past president and current registrar for the Rochester 
Chapter of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, current registrar for the Niagara 
Frontier Chapter of the General Society of the War of 1812, and a member of the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War. His wife and daughter are members of the Buffalo Colony of the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants and the Irondequoit Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Steve is also a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists. In addition 
to his work in genealogy, Steve is the author of “Crimes and Clues,” a textbook that uses mystery and 
detective fiction to introduce students to basic logic and critical thinking and writing. He is also the editor 
and compiler of The Lord Peter Wimsey Companion, an annotation of the mystery and detective stories of 
the late British writer Dorothy L. Sayers that consists of some 14,000 entries in 800,000 words with 700 
illustrations. The Companion may be found in homes and libraries around the world and is soon to be 
available in the third edition as a searchable online reference work.  Stephan will be lecturing on the 
following topics: 
 

“Black Sheep in the Family Barnyard” explores the delicate problem of how to research just what it is 
that the ancestor may have done to get at the facts of the matter to clarify, correct or explain family 
whispers, myths, and legends, while at the same time confronting the realities of legal and ethical issues. 
However, the greater problem is to determine how to deal with the information once you have it, as your 
research may lead to particularly unpleasant discoveries. Clarke presents basic guidelines drawn from his 
own work to help genealogists cope with both aspects of the problem of shepherding the family's black 
sheep.  
 

“The Three Uncles” considers the work needed to build basic biographies of people in your family's 
genealogy. Collecting vital records and information about where people lived is one thing, but it does not 
address the facts of who the people really were and what they did when alive. Clarke shares information 
about how he is creating biographies of three of his uncles: Uncle Mike O'Brien was an Irish immigrant who 
spent much of his life in the U.S. Army 100 years ago; Great Uncle Fred Grieb disappeared at some point 
on his way to the Klondike gold rush; and Uncle Paul Grieb went ashore at Utah Beach in Normandy and 
fought his way across France, Belgium, and Germany with the 709th Tank Battalion. He arrived in the 
Huertgen Forest just in time for the Battle of the Bulge. Future generations of our families deserve to know 
about the adventures of their ancestors. 
 

Meetings are held at the Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, 5299 Jamesville Rd, DeWitt, NY.   
 

Directions:  From the south - take I-481 North to Exit 2 - Jamesville; turn left on Jamesville Rd; drive 1.1 mile; 
the church is on the left.  From the north - take I-481 South from either the Thruway or I-690, or from the 
northern suburbs to Exit 3W Dewitt.  Merge onto E Genesee St (Route 5) heading west.  First light is Erie Blvd, 
next light is Jamesville Road.  Turn left on Jamesville Road and go about ½ mile.  The church is on the right 
across from the Manlius Pebble Hill School. 
 

Guests are welcome for a $5 donation per half-day session.  Annual membership dues:  $30.00 
CNYGS website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycnygs 
CNYGS e-mail: cnygs@yahoo.com    CNYGS address: PO Box 104, Colvin Station, Syracuse, NY 13205 


