
Miller Deed - 1853 -Penna
(Book AA o f Deeds - Pg 605)

Miller Deed from 1853 -- Bedford
County, Pennsylvania 
 
 - Notice that someone has transcribed
the deed into this ledger....
 
 - This is typical of what you will find,
hopefully, from that era.

(Sample Deed – 1844)
This Indenture made the 17th day of April

in the year of our Lord, One Thousand and
Eight Hundred and Forty Four, 

Between Peter Smith of Napier Township,
Bedford County and State of Penna (farmer), and
Margaret, his wife, of the one part, and 
Martin G. Miller of the County of Huntingdon
and State afore-said, of the other part,

Witnesseth, ....

(Sample Deed – 1844) -- What does it
tell us?

- Date of the transaction -- you know
your ancestor was alive then.\
- Peter Napier - resided in Napier
Township, Penna.
    - they also mention that he is a
farmer, for free!
    - His wife's name is Margaret.

- Martin G. Miller (my ancestor) -
came from the County of Huntingdon,
Penna.,
  (a new county to search for census
records, for example).
 



Witnesseth, That the said Peter Smith and
Margaret his wife, for and in consideration of
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars current
money of Penna to them in hand paid by the
said Martin G. Miller, and before the endorsing
and delivery hereof the receipt whereof they
hereby acknowledge and therewith being fully
satisfied have granted, bargained, sold,
aliened, enfeoffed and confirmed and by these
presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff,
and confirm unto the said Martin G. Miller, his
heirs and assigns all the hereafter described
parts of two several tracts of land ....

[Slide:]   "Witnesseth, That the said
Peter Smith and Margaret his wife , 

for and in consideration  of the sum of
fifteen hundred dollars  
current money of Penna to them in
hand paid by the said Martin G. Miller,

and before the endorsing and delivery
hereof the receipt whereof 
they hereby acknowledge and
therewith being fully satisfied 

have granted, bargained, sold, aliened,
enfeoffed and confirmed and by these
presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien,
enfeoff, and confirm unto the said
Martin G. Miller, his heirs and assigns
all the hereÿ ÿafter described parts of
two several tracts of land ...."

...situate in Napier Township, County and State
aforesaid, called the "Sunter's Camp," granted
by warrant dated the 3rd of June 1763 to a
certain Thomas Drumgold, and by patent dated
26 March 1807, the Commonwealth of Penna
did grant and confirm unto a certain Joseph
Moore a certain tract of land situate in the
Township of St. Clair (now Napier) in the
County of Bedford called Meor's Field, by
marks and bounds in said patent particularly
described, 

Containing one hundred and ninety eight
acres and allowance,

Beginning at a post ....

...situate in Napier Township, County
and State aforesaid, 

called the "Sunter's Camp," 

granted by warrant dated the 3rd of
June 1763 to a certain Thomas
Drumgold, 

and by patent dated 26 March 1807,
the Commonwealth of Penna did grant
and confirm unto a certain Joseph
Moore 

a certain tract of land situate in the
Township of St. Clair (now Napier) in
the County of Bedford called Meor's
Field, 

by marks and bounds in said patent
particularly described, 

Containing one hundred and ninety
eight acres and allowance,

Beginning at a post ....



... Beginning  at a post in the original division line of
said Thomas Drumgold, thence by said line, North
thirty-five degrees East sixty-eight perches to a post,
thence by land now held by Jas. Moore South sixty-six
degrees East one hundred and 60 perches to a post,
thence South forty eight degrees East twenty-five
perches to a chesnut oake, thence South thirty-two
degrees East eighty seven perches to a chesnut oak,
thence South thirty-eight degrees West forty-four
perches to a chesnut oak, thence South twenty
degrees East forty-two and 5/10 perches to a black
oak, thence South forty ____ degrees West twenty-
eight perches to a small maple, thence through the
two several tracts of land, North forty-six West one
hundred and seventy six perches to a small hickory,
thence North fifty three degrees West one hundred
and seventeen perches to the place of beginning , 

"Beginning at a post in the original division
line of said Thomas Drumgold , thence by
said line, North thirty-five degrees East sixty-
eight perches to a post, thence by land now
held by Jas. Moore South sixty-six degrees
East one hundred and 60 perches to a post,
thence South forty eight degrees East twenty-
five perches to a chesnut [sic.] oake, thence
South thirty-two degrees East eighty seven
perches to a chesnut oak, thence South thirty-
eight degrees West forty-four perches to a
chesnut oak, thence South twenty degrees
East forty-two and 5/10 perches to a black
oak, thence South forty ____ degrees West
twenty-eight perches to a small maple ,
thence through the two several tracts of land,
North forty-six West one hundred and
seventy six perches to a small hickory ,
thence North fifty three degrees West one
hundred and seventeen perches to the place
of beginning, 

Containing one hundred and forty-five
acres and two perches, and the allowances of
_________  for ___________ for roads &c., 

 "Perch" -- a measure of length, equal to
five and one-half (5 ÿ ÿ1/2) yards, a Rod. 
[Webster's Unabridged Dictionary] 

The City Atlas can be a wealth of
information about the development of
the land where your ancestors lived --
This one is from 1938.



Note:
  - Erie Boulevard East -- following the
"Old Erie Canal."
  - the Village Line of East Syrcuse.
  - the Onondaga Orphan's Home along
Salt Springs Road. (Elmcrest)



Here is the Intersection of
Meadowbrook Road and Euclid Ave,
near Syracuse University on the South-
east side of Syracuse.
  - Many of the lots do not show
houses on them yet...

CiceroTown Atlas

Town Atlas --

  - Note Great-Lot numbers
 
  - Note Small-Lot numbers  

Deed:  "Being part of Lot 2, of Great
Lot 33 in the Town of Cicero and
County of Onondaga, bounded and
described as follows...."



P   MORTGAGES
 INDEX - by group of years, and alphabet-clusters:

–  Buyer = Mortgagor Index (search for kin as buyers)

–  Lender = Mortgagee Index (... or as sellers)

–  Write down Book & Page numbers, and Location (town,
village or city information) from the Index.

 “Follow the Money-Trail....”

County Clerk’s Office

County Clerk’s Office
     = MORTGAGES
      - INDEXed - by years, and:
         -  Buyer = Mortgagor  -- Search
for your ancestors as Buyers of real
estate.

          - Lender = Mortgagee  -- (Or as
sellers of real estate)

          - Write down Book & Page
numbers from Index.

      “Follow the Money-Trail....”

Mortgagor (Debtor) Index  --

 - Works exactly the same way as the
Grantor / Grantee Index.
 
 - Find your Surname's Page-Number
on inside cover;
 
 - Page-Number for any Surname will
be the same, regardless of which Index
you search (Grantor / Grantee /
Mortgagor / Mortgagee).



Index to Mortgagors (buyers /
debtors)

 - Notice that ABBOTT is the
surname; full column of Abbotts.
 
 - Look for your ancestor's Given
(first) Name down applicable column.
 
 - Notice Book & Page Number /
Town or Village listed, once you have
a possible hit.

BE sure to check the Mortgagee
Indexes, too, for your ancestor's
Surname.

  - The Mortgagee was the Lender, the
one owed the debt, which was secured
by the property of the Mortgagor.



PBe sure to get copies
 Take lots of quarters for public copiers.

 Never take the books apart!

 Be sure to copy all the pages of your Deed
– Include the signature-pages
– Check the Witnesses to the Deed

Copies

Copies
   Be sure to get copies
      Take lots of quarters for public
copiers.
  
      Never take the books apart!

      Be sure to copy all the pages of
your Deed
         Include the signature-pages
         Check the Witnesses to the Deed

PRight of Dower, Estate Interests

 Wife’s “waiver” – separate examination

 Upon husband’s death, wife could petition Court
to award her the use of the family dwelling, plus
one-third of the lands of her husband, during her
lifetime, as his widow (unless she remarried).

Other DEED-Issues

Other DEED-Issues
   Right of Dower, Estate Interests
      Wife’s “waiver” – separate
examination

      Upon husband’s death, wife could
petition Court to award her the use of
the family dwelling, plus one-third of
the lands of her husband, during her
lifetime, as his widow (unless she
remarried).

       This is the reason for the
"Separate Examination" some of you
may have noticed in your ancestor's
Deeds -- wife was surrendering her
dower rights in that property, and they
wanted to ensure that she knew that,
and was doing so "freely."



P  Heirs selling their interests in property.

 See which of the heirs is living at that point.

 See where each person living at the time they
sign the Deed.

POther types of Records in with Deeds

  Miller:  Appointment as Justice of the Peace, “if
you shall so long behave yourself well.”  (1848)

Other DEED-Issues

Other DEED-Issues
    = Heirs selling their interests in
property.

       -  See which of the heirs is living
at that point.

       -  See where each person living at
the time they sign the Deed.

   = Other types of Records in with
Deeds

      -   Miller:  Appointment as Justice
of the Peace, “if you shall so long
behave yourself well.”  (1848)

Williams Deed
Oneida Co. - 1852

  “This Indenture, made ... between Francis R.
Williams, David P. Williams & wife, Lois Ann
Williams, widow of H.J. Williams, dec, of Verona,
Oneida Co., N.Y., Charles M. Lewis & wife of
Rockville, Rhode Island, heirs at law of Joshua
Williams, deceased , of the first part....”

  (Acknowledgement:)  “State of Rhode Island and
Washington County: On the 26th day of December, 1852,
before me, Christopher Brown, one of the justices of the
peace in and for said county, came Eliza A. Lewis, wife of
Charles M. Lewis, whom I know to be the grantor....”

Book 175 @ 364 &c.

Williams Deed - Oneida Co. - 1852
 
- Example of proof of Family
Relationships in 1852:
   - Names of the various Heirs of
Joshua Williams;
   - Name of a descendant's Widow;
   - Location of heirs / parties to the
Deed:  Providence Plantation,
Washington County, Rhode Island, for
example;
    - Loction of the family farm.
 
  - Turns out that Joshua had died
about twenty years earlier; they
decided in 1852 to sell the land.



POnondaga County Census Books
  Federal: 1850, 1870, 1880
  State: 1855, 1865, 1875, 1892, 1905, 1915, 1925
  Some Indexes to Censuses are available.

PMaps – Land maps, Military Tracts, Aerial
PMarriage Indexes & Certs (1908--1935)
P Indexes to Divorce Decrees (1825 – 1960s)
PMilitary Records, Discharge Index
PNaturalization Petitions & Indexes (1802–>)

Onondaga County Clerk’s Office
(Basement Archives)

Onondaga County Clerk’s Office -
(Basement Archives)
   Onondaga County Census Books
       Federal: 1850, 1870, 1880
       State: 1855, 1865, 1875, 1892, 1905,
1915, 1925
       Some Indexes to Censuses are available.

   Maps – Land maps, Military Tracts, Aerial
   Marriage Indexes & Certs (1908--1935)
   Indexes to Divorce Decrees (1825 – 1960s)
   Military Records, Discharge Index (*Only -
if the soldier filed discharge papers)
   Naturalization Petitions & Indexes
(1802–>)

Also:  Register of Civil Actions
  - Federal Tax Liens
  - Unpaid County Taxes
  - Indexes of Individuals Conducting
Business (DBAs)
  - General Indexes of Assumed Names
  - Directories (I don't know what this means)
  - General / Miscellaneous Records
  - Certificates of Mental Defectives (ca.
1945)
  - Register of Incompetant Proceedings
  - Mortgage Indexes (1930 -- 1970) -- more
current upstairs.
  - Land ownership records -- re Military
Tracts.
  - Lis Pendens (indicates that a lawsuit is
pending -- filed in land disputes).

“Follow the Money-Trail?!?

Convictions -Index....

   "Follow the Money-Trail?"

It's still definitely worth Looking....
and if I found something, then I might
want to do a Newspaper Search in the
local Library about our famous
ancestor....



Unpaid County Taxes...
 
Not everyone stayed on top (or was
punctual), especially if it was a bad
crop-year.
 
Check for your ancestors....

Every so often, folks got grumpy with
each other.
 
"Civil Actions" means "lawsuits."



"Miscellaneous Records" - Affidavits,
etc.
 
 - These could be almost anything: 
 - from Affidavits explaining  Lineage
for estate and property-inheritance
purposes;
 - Powers of Attorney;
 - Affidavits explaining boundary-line
issues (which Oak was the one
referenced in the deed, etc.).

1865 Census -- the State Census
records.
 
These are the original records.  If you
have ever had difficulty with the
microfilm, here is your opportunity to
review the source document.



"Assumed Names" Index --  scary
thought for family historians.

 - What are they really?
 
 - "Aunt Josie's Restaurant" - business
name certificate.

Index to Naturalization Petitions -- 
 
Wonderful records (!) if you find
someone for whom you are searching.


