
Je suis  Pierre Comeau 
P. O. Box 65 
Meteghan River, N-E 
B0W 2L0 
 
Since I am more comfortable writing in english, here is my contribution. I 
worked at Grand Pre Park for two months in 1956, three months each in 
1957, 1958 and 1959 and 1960.  
 
I was a tourist guide, one of two for the summer months.  We worked 48 hours a week, 
split shifts to ensure coverage from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm seven days a week.  The first 
four years, the other guide was Graham Ward, an Acadia student from Quebec City, 
who was fluent in french, the last year the other guide was Norman Lower, also from 
Quebec and fluent in french.  
 
I was a tourist guide, conducting tours of the park if needed and answering questions.  
The supervisor was Gordon Leblanc, who was called the park custodian and oversaw 
the operation, he was a year round employee.  There were four other employees, John 
Mason, the head gardener and three King brothers, Ralph, Delbert and Harold, who 
were gardener/labourers.  
 
Visitors came from Canada and the USA, a few from other countries.  Admission was 
free, and we kept a rough track of totals by asking if possible for visitors to sign the guest 
book, which we counted signatures at the end of each month and did a breakdown by 
place of residence also.  
 
The park had been taken over from the railway not many years earlier and the 
employees, except for John Mason were former railway employees.  There was a gift 
shop on the left side of the road, inside the park where all visitors entered and exited.  It 
was operated by a local woman on lease? by the name of Mary Eaton, with two other 
women clerks and three or four local girls as summer help.  
 
I was paid the handsome sum of 85 cents an hour, all the time I was employed, but we 
were also allowed to keep any tips we got, usually better than the wages, I got room and 
board in the village for 15 dollars a week.   
 
Many American bus tours came each day and they wanted to be met at the entrance 
and given a tour, usually with a time limit and for which the tour conductor paid a fee to 
the guide, usually two or five dollars. There was no parking lots as there are today, 
persons parked by the side of the road or by the railway which was more active than 
today.  
 
We really did not wear a uniform, just tan pants and a matching shirt, bought locally.  We 
may also have had a green neck-tie for special occasions.  All guides were male, women 
were not allowed, I remember a local girl from Clare applied one year and she was 
refused on the basis of gender. Since this was over fifty years ago, this is most of what I 
remember.  Please ask me questions if you want and I will try to reply. I do not have any 
photos. 
 
Pierre Comeau 

 


