
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
President's Message by Brian Armstrong 

 
With the passing of Bill Hermstedt this summer, I felt it was a good time to thank 
those people who have volunteered their specific talents to the South River Histori-
cal & Preservation Society over the years. Although Bill was always there to help 
with work nights and museum duty, his most effective contribution to the organiza-
tion came from his hands. He helped hang the portraits from the gallery with the 
hooks he designed and made. He built a donation box for placement near the door to 
encourage contributions from 
visitors to the museum. He de-
signed and constructed a stand 
for the sloop model donated by 
Walter Wright. He restored the 
display case that we received 
from the library, adding new 
glass. I am sure there were oth-
er things he made or repaired 
which I have not mentioned. 
 

Other members have used their 
professional or personal talents 
to help the organization.  
Stephanie Bartz’s library expe-
rience has added a professional 
tone to our archival process, 
our web and Facebook pres-
ence, our recent book, and our 
award-winning newsletter. She 
has also done a great job an-
swering questions for research-
ers and the public, which has 
increased our value to the community. Donna Rafano, Dick Meyers, and Raja Waran 
were also talented past editors of the newsletter. 
 

The help that Bob Rafano has provided over the years for our legal, building and 
grounds, and business needs is immeasurable. Ken Roginski’s experience with old 
buildings has always made historic preservation a focus of the organization. Edwin 
Roginski, Paul Goepfert, Hank Dziemian, and Marilyn Anastasio’s help with the 
financial matters of the organization was essential. Marilyn Anastasio, Ann Rafano, 
and I have assisted with staffing grants which have helped us catalog our over 
10,000 artifacts with the help of Maria O’Grady and Sarah Blake. Bernadette Palas-
ki’s assistance in getting scholarship essay contest entries was essential during the 
first 5 years of the program. Paul Migut’s experience with 
the fire department helps our contingency planning. 

 

Next Meeting: 
September 26 

 
The Delaware and 

Raritan Canal 
 

The history of the near-
by D&R Canal will be 

presented by Linda 
Barth, author of two 
books on the subject. 

Now the centerpiece of 
a state park, this New 

Jersey canal transported 
men and supplies be-
tween New York and 
Philadelphia during 

three wars. Learn about 
the people, the bridges, 
the locks, and the aque-
ducts that made it work.  
  

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  
at the South River  

Museum, 64-66 Main 
Street, South River. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 

each month  
(second Sunday if the 

first is a holiday) 
 

September 2 
October 7 

November 4 
December 2 

Number 96, September 2018 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

Bill Hermstedt at work adding latches to the museum display 
cases, May 2017. Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 

Continued on Page 9 
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Submissions for the next issue must be received by October 10. 
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TRUSTEES 
 

     John Costello 
     Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Ryan Jones 
     Jennifer LaScala 
     Paul Migut  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Walter Woronowicz 
      

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar—Donna Rafano 
  Contingency Planning—Paul Migut 
  Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants—Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality—Linda Grimm 
  Membership—Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz 
  Program—Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity—Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship—Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site—Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 
Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old 
School Baptist Church (now the South Riv-
er Museum) – $10.00 

 
Historical Calendars – 
$1.00 (2017 and older) 
Each calendar includes 
historical images with  
descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC (now the South Riv-
er Museum); Frazee Urn & OSBC graveyard; 
Main St., 1906. 
 
Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with 
Envelopes – Set of 5 cards, 
$2.50; set of 10 cards, 
$4.00 Features an 1894  
photo of the OSBC.  

 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorat-
ing the South River Museum – 
Old School Baptist Church 
[size- 7/8 inch]. 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

 South River Letters from the Front in World War I — by Brian Armstrong 
 
During World War I, letters to home from members of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) were a com-
mon form of connection with the troops. Shared in local newspapers all over the United States by the recipi-
ents, these letters provided an important source of information about the war experiences of the solders. Of 
course, wartime censorship made sure no “loose lips sank ships” and letters sent from Europe often took a 
month or more to reach their destinations. Sometimes the letters provided optimistic assessments of health re-
lated issues, especially influenza, that may have resulted in the death of the solders before the letters were de-
livered. Most of the time soldiers wrote of things they did to pass the time before going into battle or shared 
reminders of better times such as descriptions of meetings with people that they knew from home. 
 

South River’s connection to the war was conveyed in letters sent by two of its residents during the conflict, 
James B. Armstrong and Philip Goldstein. Private Armstrong, of Co. A, 3rd Balloon Squadron, sent letters to 
his sister, Jean Armstrong Selover. Private Goldstein, of Battery C, 319th Field Artillery, also sent letters to his 
sister during his time in Europe. Armstrong’s letters provided information about the early part of 1918, before 
the big offensive in September. Goldstein’s letters provided an interesting description of a confident army 
working toward victory in October of that same year.  
 

Prior to Armstrong’s departure for Europe, news items reported information about his training at Camp Oma-
ha, Nebraska, and Camp Mills in Garden City, Long Island. A December 1917 
letter recalled his experiences as a mail clerk at Fort Omaha and paid tribute to 
the recently deceased John Fee, former mayor of South River, “a man that I 
don't believe will ever be replaced.” While Armstrong was traveling to Europe, 
it was feared that he died when a transport ship carrying AEF troops was sunk 
off the coast of Ireland. Everyone was relieved when he sent a telegram saying 
that he had arrived and was safe. 
 

The first Daily Home News item about Jim Armstrong in Europe was published 
in the Sunday Times edition on May 12, 1918. An item in the sports section of 
the newspaper was headed “Jim Armstrong plays baseball over in France.” The 
article stated that: 
 

“Baseball fans of this "burg" will be interested in the box score of a ballgame 
in which James B. Armstrong of this place played second base. The game 
was staged in the southern part of France, near the firing line, and was 
played between Co. A, 3rd Balloon Squadron and the 800th Aero Squadron. 
The diamond is laid out on one of Napoleon's old battlefields. "Jimmy" 
played a star game, scoring 3 runs and making 2 hits.” 
 

A little more than a month later, on June 23, 1918, the first European letter from 
Armstrong was printed in the Sunday Times. He wrote of his trip from New York up to Halifax where he “saw 
the ruins of that great disaster.” He went on to describe the “awful sight” of “all the houses and buildings on 
the hillside blown to atoms.” In December 1917, a Norwegian vessel, the SS Imo, collided with the SS Mont-
Blanc, a French cargo ship laden with high explosives. 
 

After leaving Halifax, they were 17 days at sea before arriving in Liverpool. What followed was a train ride to 
South Hampton where they crossed the English Channel to Le Havre, France in a cattle boat. Armstrong and 
his fellow soldiers “slept standing up” since “roaches numbering ten million also were on the boat.”  
 

Having “got orders that we can tell you just where we are and where we have been,” Armstrong wrote of 
meeting Clem Mordes from South River after they moved from Le Havre to St. Maixent in the middle of 
France. He noted that St. Maixent was “one of Napoleon's old stamping grounds” and “there is a cathedral 
there with bullet holes in from Napoleon's wars.” They stayed about ten days with Clem pulling out a couple 
of days before him. He then went to Camp de Coëtquidan near a small town called Saint-Malo-de-Beignon, 
which he visited “a hundred or more times.” He told of seeing “quite a bunch of German prisoners.” Arm-
strong suggested that his sister “get hold of a large map of France” to “see how much traveling” he had done 
and mentioned his willingness “to confine my travels to New Jersey for some time to come, although I got 
pals all over the United States who have given me pressing invitations to come and visit them.” 

 
3 

Continued on Page 7 

Jimmy Armstrong in uniform in 
France, January 1, 1919.   

Photograph from the  
collection of Brian Armstrong. 



 

 

 Denny Stadium – by Cameron Santoro 
 
** Cameron Santoro graduated from South River High School on June 21, 2018. What follows is her win-
ning essay from the 2018 Richard K. Meyers South River History High School Essay Contest.** 
 
A major focal point in small town, South River, is Denny Stadium. Before I was alive, the track and field 

had barred a famous history. The stadium was named after William C. 
Denny, a former South River football coach. He led the Rams to sever-
al undefeated victories between 1927 to 1961. Along the way, Denny 
coached some of the most notable icons in our community. For in-
stance, Alex Wojciechowicz, who went on to be an NFL Hall of Famer 
in 1968, was coached and mentored by William Denny himself. Even 
though the stadium was built way before Denny came to South River, it 
was his coaching that influenced the name change in order to honor 
him.  
 

The stadium that holds a huge history towards South River, also shares 
a spot in my heart. When I think back, I can recall the very first 
memory I have when I stepped onto the track. I was in kindergarten 
and it was Halloween. Our music teacher at the time told us that we 
would be able to dress up in our costumes and sing a song for the fami-
lies who came. My five year old self was ecstatic and marching out on-
to Denny Stadium in front of the crowd of people is something that I 
can remember easily when I relive my younger days. It was then that 
the grassy field and the tar lanes felt like they were as big as the entire 
world. 
 

My relationship with Denny Stadium only continued on from there. In 
primary school, when everyone ran out of the double doors for 
recess, we were brought to the field next to the track. I would 
stare out through the gate and wonder why they had taken us 
to the field. I longed to play at Denny Stadium, especially 
since my sister, who was in the older grades, was able to. I 
imagined making sand castles in the long jump pit and racing 
my friends in the lanes like a derby horse. My eyes were 
locked on what I viewed a “different type of playground”.  

 

As I grew a little older, on nicer days in gym class, the teacher 
would take us outside to the track. These sunny days were 
everyone’s favorite. I was never fond of gym and participating 
made the butterflies in my stomach cause chaos. However, 
when we were outside, it was then that I felt like I had more 
room to myself. I could throw the frisbee and it would soar 
high in the air above everyone’s head. Strolling around, com-
pleting lap after lap, did not bore me. Being outside was com-
forting, refreshing, and ended up being my favorite part of the 
school day. It is something I still look forward to in my cur-
rent gym class as a senior.  

 

When I got to middle school, I joined the track team. This 
meant I was spending every single spring day after school at 
Denny Stadium. There were days when the sun beat down on 
my neck, my lungs were gasping for air, and my legs felt like 
they had to be sewn back on. There were also days when run-
ning was my outlet. If I had a horrible school day, I could run 
my problems away on the track. When we had away meets 
and competed on the other school’s track, it felt strange.  
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Photograph of Coach Denny from the  
cover of the souvenir program from  

Homecoming, 
November 16, 1946. 

The track at Denny Stadium in 1981. Originally 
known as Campbell School Field, the stadium was 
renamed in honor of William C. Denny in 1967. 

Photograph by Virginia Martinez. 



 

 

 Denny Stadium — continued from page 4 
 
I was more comfortable with Denny Stadium since I associated it with my childhood and things I had always 
loved. I was able to create a second family with my team and second home at the stadium.  
 

The community was always able to come together for not only school events, but to raise awareness as well. 
Relay for Life has been held at Denny Stadium for as long as I can remember back. Every year, before the 
event started, my teachers would give us paper bags to create our own designs in honor of those who survived 
or those who had passed. Relay for Life was an event my family and I sought to take seriously due to my 
mother’s sister who passed away from skin cancer. Colorful bags that were full of names and positive messag-
es aligned Denny Stadium as we walked lap after lap for the cause. Although there were many sad faces, the 
event aided in assuring everyone that they were making a huge difference in showing up that day. Those who 
lost loved ones walked hand in hand around Denny Stadium as everyone was inspired to fight on and keep go-
ing.  
 

When summertime hit, I thought it would be goodbye to my old friend Denny Stadium for a while. Although, 
this had not been the case. South River held other events there, such as the yearly fireworks. Warm summer 
nights were filled with laughter and excitement as families and friends who I hadn’t seen much over the break 
came out to watch the sky explode with majestic colors. We grabbed ice cream and listened to the music of the 
band or dj that played before the show started. When it began, everyone stood still in Denny Stadium bleach-
ers to listen to the crackling, popping, and bangs of the luminous explosions. Overall, it was a staple of sum-
mertime celebration and an event where the town came together for the night. 

 

As school started back up again and the summer euphoria came to a halt, I began looking forward to the au-
tumn football games. My friends and I were able to root for our school in the stands as we munched on some 
pretzels and burgers from concessions. At half time, the marching band would play and the cheerleaders 
flipped in the air. The enthusiasm was palpable and it was another event in which our small town would share 
a large amount of love. 

 

Not only does Denny Stadium resonate with my first memories of school but it will also be there with me on 
my last. The final moments I’ll have as a South River student will conclude upon the field I practically grew 
up on. As I walk from my foldable chair, down the grassy trail, towards the podium where my principal is 
standing, my diploma will be handed to me. From the kindergarten parade to graduation day and everything in 
between, Denny Stadium carries the life I created here in South River. Looking back on when I used to per-
ceive it as something so big, I now see it as merely a piece of who I am and where I came from. Similarly to 
those who have left their mark on the field decades before me, I plan on making my dreams a reality with hard 
work and dedication. No matter how far I end up from South River in my future, I will always visit and stop 
by Denny Stadium to take a lap or two and relive the moments that will last a lifetime.  
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SRHS Graduation at Denny Stadium, June 21, 2018. 
Photograph from the collection of Cameron Santoro. 



 

 

  
 Special Acknowledgements 

 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

  IN HONOR OF: 
 

    The Prusarczyk Family by Mrs. Richard Prusarczyk 
    The May Family by Mrs. Richard Prusarczyk 
 

  IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    The Dohn Family by Mrs. Richard Prusarczyk 
    My sister, Mae Frances Hansen Weck by Donald Dermit Hansen 
    William Hermstedt by Tom & Marilyn Anastasio 
    William Hermstedt by Stephanie Bartz 
 

  CEMETERY  FUND: 
 

    In Memory of William Hermstedt by Ann & Bob Rafano 
 
  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND: 
 

    In Memory of Maureen McCallion by Tom & Marilyn Anastasio 

New Acquisitions 
 
 Belarusans in the United States, by Vitaut Kipel, 1999. Donated 

by Elizabeth Litarowich. 
 Photograph from 1953 Campbell School 8th grade class trip to 

Washington, D.C. with accompanying list of names of those pic-
tured. Donated by Charles Sicknick. 

 Scanned copies of two 1950s era photographs of Bissett’s Pond. 
Donated by Gary Petrie. 

 Photographic wedding portrait of Oscar and Lena Bohi; small lace 
sample from Oscar Bohi's factory; large lace border made in Oscar 
Bohi’s factory, approx.28 feet long. Donated by Raymond Leitner. 

 2 photographs of the SRHS Class of 1932; 7 photographs from the 
SRHS Drama Club, circa 1937-1939; photographs of Irving and 
Herman Goldman; program from SRHS Class of 1939 30th reun-
ion; First National Bank of South River mortgage payment record. 
Donated by Sara-Ann Goldman. 
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Time to Renew! 
 
It’s not too late to send in your mem-
bership dues for 2018, but it’s also not 
too early to send in your 2019 dues. 
The society relies on your continuing 
support in order to fulfill its mission 
of preserving and promoting South 
River’s rich history. 
 

Please check the mailing label on this 
newsletter to find out when your 
membership expires. If you receive 
your newsletter via email or read it on 
the website, please send an email to 
southriverhistory@gmail.com and 
we’ll check our records to tell you 
when your membership expires. 
 

You can renew your membership or 
submit a new membership for yourself 
or a friend using the form supplied in 
this newsletter. Membership forms 
can also be downloaded from the web-
site. 
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your con-
tinued support. All dues and donations 
are tax deductible. 
 

Thank you! 

The Website Returns 
 
After being unavailable for more than 
six months while the host site under-
went extensive maintenance, the 
SRH&PS website is finally back. You 
can access it at southriverhistory.org. 
 

We’ve updated it with information for 
2018 so you can once more find both 
the dates of our programs and muse-
um hours. The newsletters for 2018 
have also been added.  
 

Thank you for your patience. 

High School Drama Club production, 
circa 1937-1939.  

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society extends its sincere 
sympathies to the families of 
Maureen McCallion and William 
Hermstedt. Both were long-time 
members of the society. Bill was a 
tireless volunteer who devoted many 
hours to the preservation of South 
River history. 

 



 

 

 Letters — continued from page 3 
 
“A seven day leave” after “four months in “foreign service” made Jim overly optimistic about the war. He in-
terpreted it as a sign that “things are getting brighter every day and I am confident by Labor Day the Yanks 
will be on their way back to the States.” He added “that is my opinion of it and believe me, it makes me feel 
happy. I'll tell you.” The letter ended with a request to “be sure to show this letter to all the guys as you can 
imagine how many I got to write to and I am way behind.” Mrs. Selover solved his communication problem 
by getting the letter printed in the Home News.   
 

Armstrong’s letter of July 27, 1918 was printed in the Sunday Times on August 25, 1918 and provided what 
the newspaper called “close-up-to-the-battle-line experiences.” He wrote that he was “up where the lead pills 
whistle Yankee Doodle” on the front where he could “hear the guns firing” as he wrote the letter. He recalled 
how he “crossed the famous Marne River and saw a number of places that were knocked to pieces by German 
bombs” with “lots of houses just riddled with bullets. All along the railroads there are graves and the fields 
where the fighting took place are just dotted with graves.” He described carrying his gasmask with him all the 
time and that he had not had his “clothes or shoes off for three days.” Armstrong was looking forward to a 
seven-day leave in Paris after hearing “some great stories” about it.  
 

Due to the intense fighting of September and October 1918, the next information concerning Armstrong does 
not come until October 1918. A news item reported that James Voorhees, Harold Phair, and James Armstrong, 
all of South River, met and enjoyed a happy reunion near the firing line in France. 
 

The first newspaper item about Philip Goldstein appeared in the August 11 issue of the Sunday Times edition 
of the Daily Home News. Entitled “Have Two Sons in the US Army,” the piece identified his parents as “Mr. 
and Mrs. Goldstein of Levinson Avenue.” It discussed the service of Philip, already in France, and his brother 
Edward, who was employed as a cutter with Hermann, Aukam & Company and was ready to be deployed.  
 

A letter from Philip Goldstein appeared in the newspaper on December 1. Goldstein and his brother were both 
serving in the AEF. His letter was written October 22, 1918 and provided a very optimist assessment of the 
war from the soldier who had been in Europe since April. He said that the: 
 

“Allied reserve is getting stronger each day, while the Germans are growing weaker and unable to hold 
their lines, as we outnumber them in men and guns. We give them no rest. From morning till night our big 
guns blaze away. Our infantry moves so fast that at times the artillery can hardly catch up to them. This is 
what gives us confidence and inspiration to keep up the good work. Our supremacy on the field is now a 
reality and all the world knows what America has accomplished at a time when everything was against us.  
 

We faced tremendous difficulties and hardships, but we soon mastered the situation, the result you now 
see. America always victorious. Her sons see to this and you can always depend on them to live up to this 
reputation. At the way we are going at our work you can see we mean business. We are all anxious to have 
it over with quickly and I surely believe it will all be over by the end of this year; if not there will be no 
more Germany, we will go through it like a hot shot.” 

 

Goldstein remarked that he had seen his old division from Camp 
Dix, Company G and those that he knew from Company H in-
cluding H. Nisonoff and B. Feldbaum. While sitting in his tent 
one day, Julius Bohi, of South River, came by and took him over 
to spend the day with Bennie Trzaska. The same night he saw 
Frank Carden, who worked at the 5 & 10 cent store in South Riv-
er. Bohi also told him that Jim Armstrong was in a balloon com-
pany nearby so he dropped by and spoke to him the next evening.  
 

The last Daily Home News item for 1918 concerning the South 
River troops overseas was printed on December 12 and involved 
shipments of “war relics” which Jim Armstrong sent to relatives 
and friends. He sent German helmets, each weighing several 
pounds, to Louis Breuer, Eugene Canal, and his mother, Mary Armstrong. Each helmet had the “name of the 
Hun soldier who wore it until he was singled out by a Yankee sharpshooter whose good aim made it possible 
for Jimmy to send them to South River.” Mr. Breuer, the “borough’s popular haberdasher” displayed his hel-
met in one of the show windows of his South River store. 
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World War I era postcard from Camp Dix.  
From the collection of Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

2018 Scholarship Awards 
 
2018 marked the 6th year for the Richard K. Meyers South River History High School Essay Contest spon-

sored by the South River Historical & Preservation Soci-
ety. The memorial scholarship honors Meyers who was a 
graduate of South River High School, a dedicated profes-
sor of English, and a past president of the South River 
Historical & Preservation Society. The scholarship is 
made possible through contributions from the Meyers 
family and other donors.  
 

Awards are given to students who live in South River and 
write essays about something that took place in the bor-
ough during their lifetime. Winners are selected by mem-
bers of  the society’s scholarship committee. 
 

The 2018 winners announced at the awards event at 
South River High School on the evening of June 5 were: 
 

          1st Place – Cameron Santoro 
          2nd Place – Sophia DiGiovanni 
          3rd Place – Amani Hassan 
 

The winners were guests at the society’s June meeting 
and were introduced to those in attendance. 

Society President Brian Armstrong at the June meeting with 
the 2018 scholarship winners, (left to right) Cameron Santo-

ro, Sophia DiGiovanni, and Amani Hassan.  
Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 
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News of the Past — One for the Record Books 
 
On July 18, 1901 South River merited a page 3 mention in the New Y ork Times. The headline read “Gypsy 
Queen Baptized—Episcopal Clergyman at South River, NJ Performed the Ceremony.” 
 

“The Rev. Samuel H. Jobe, rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, near here, baptized yesterday Tryphena, 
a seven-year-old child who is with a band of gypsies, camped near South River. 
 

The gypsies call her their queen. Her father is known as Samuel McNeil in the camp. Tryphena is believed to 
be the first gypsy ever baptized in the Episcopal Church, and probably the first baptized in any Protestant de-
nomination in this country.”  

What is that? 
 
The South River Police Department 
hosted National Night Out at the South 
River High School on Tuesday, August  
7. It was the 35th anniversary for 
“America’s National Night Out Against 
Crime” and the society was there to 
join in the celebration.  
 

Board members Linda Grimm, Ann 
Rafano, and Jennifer LaScala offered 
visitors the opportunity to learn more 
about South River history and share 
their own memories. Children had the 
chance to enjoy the antique ring toss 
game that was on display, and the mys-
tery items from the museum collections 
generated interest and amusement for 
adults and children alike. Can you iden-
tify all of them? 

The mystery items from the display at National Night Out.  
Photograph by Jennifer LaScala.  

 
Answers: From left to right—stereoscope with dual image cards; stove-top bread 

toaster; fluting iron used to create ruffles in clothing; hat stretcher. 



 

 

President’s Message — continued from page 1 
 
Others have used their passion and dedication to help the society. Doris Miller and Woodis Booraem produced 
award-winning calendars for decades. Sara-Ann Goldman’s passion concerning the World War II homecom-
ing celebration film made the viewing events for the film a success in the community. The Goepfert family’s 
assistance with the distribution of the newsletters and the sale of calendars has helped the organization for 
many years. Others, such as Richard Alai, Marilyn Anastasio, John Costello, Sara-Ann Goldman, Kathleen 
Hyland, Paul Migut, Iris Schmitt, Charles Sicknick, and the Goepfert family, have dedicated their time to the 
museum, special events, and work nights. Ann Rafano, Anita Hermstedt, and Nan Whitehead scheduled inter-
esting and exciting speakers which has increased attendance at our general membership meetings. And Ann 
Rafano, Sara-Ann Goldman, Jennifer LaScala, and Linda Grimm helped with refreshments which enhanced 
the experience. The essential calendar seller was Eliane Verloove who sold our annual calendars door to door 
in South River for many years. The generous financial contributions of Walter Woronowicz, and Warren and 
Woodis Booraem have helped with the restoration of the cemetery, the doughboy statue, and other program 
needs.   
 

It is especially great to have several of the past presidents of the organization still active in various committees 
and executive board positions including:  Ann Rafano, Ken Roginski, Joann Smith-Goepfert, Bob Rafano, 
Donna Rafano, and Marilyn Anastasio. I would like to thank all these people and others for helping the South 
River Historical & Preservation Society to be the success that it is today. 

Ghost Hunting Draws a Crowd 
 
L’Aura Hladick Hoffman, founder and director of the New Jersey Ghost Hunters Society, played to an almost 
capacity crowd at the South River Museum on June 27th.  Her presentation on ghost hunting in New Jersey and 
New York City attracted both longstanding 
members of the South River Historical & 
Preservation Society and first time visitors to 
the museum. 
 

The New Jersey portion of Hoffman’s slide 
show covered the Old Bernardsville Public 
Library, built in 1710 as the Vealtown Tavern; 
the 1840s era Hermitage located in Ho-Ho-
Kus; the Burlington County Prison Museum, 
which opened in Mount Holly in 1811; and 
the Seabrook-Wilson House, built in 1663 and  
known as the “Spy House.” Several additional 
sites in New York City, includ-
ing the Manhattan Bistro, the 
Morris-Jumel mansion, and the 
Palace Theatre were also dis-
cussed. 
 

Hoffman’s slide show included 
both audio and visual evidence 
of the hauntings she discussed. 
Ghost hunting lingo such as 
EVP (electronic voice phenom-
enon) and residual haunt were 
also explained in the course of 
the presentation. 
 

For more information about the 
program, read the article by 
Sentinel newspaper reporter 
Vashti Harris, accessible online 
at https://tinyurl.com/ya9kk22c. 

Newsletter Wins Award 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation News placed third in the most 
recent statewide competition run by the League of Historical Societies of 
New Jersey. The November 
2017 issue of the publication 
was submitted for considera-
tion in the 2017 Kevin M. 
Hale Publication Awards 
newsletter category.  
 
The awards program took 
place at the June 9 meeting 
of the League hosted by the 
Heritage Trails Association 
in Bridgewater. Brian Arm-
strong accepted the award 
on behalf of the society. 
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 L’Aura Hladick Hoffman addressing the audience at the June 
meeting. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 
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 Sharing History with the Next Generation 
 
The month of May brought many children to the South River 
Museum. On, May 17, the second graders from Darul Arqam 
School participated in a scavenger hunt. Each of the students 
was given the description of an item on display and was chal-
lenged to locate it. After they completed their searches, each 
student identified his or her item for the rest of the children 
and read information about it to the entire group. The infor-
mation they learned allowed the students to tour the museum 
with a better understanding of the items on display and their 
context in history.   
 

On May 31, the annual third grade trip from 
the South River Public Schools took place. 
The classes visited government buildings in 
town along with the South River Museum. 
Students were given a brief history of the 
building and monuments, a presentation on 
items in the museum, and a tour of the ceme-
tery. Docents Sara-Ann Goldman, Ann Ra-
fano, Walter Woronowicz, Will Goepfert, and 
Marilyn Anastasio answered questions. A good 
time was had by all.   

Docents Walter Woronowicz and Will Goepfert with the third grade 
students and their escorts, May 31, 2018.  

Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 

Docent Ann Rafano with the students and  accompany-
ing adults from the Darul Arqam School, May 17, 2018. 

Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 



 

 

2019 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our  newsletter .           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 
 

         $________      in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 
Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our  newsletter .          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

     

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


