
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
President's Message by Nan Whitehead 

 
As we prepare for South River’s 300th Anniversary celebration, I thought it would be 
a good time for a reminder about the importance of preserving our remaining histor-
ic buildings and artifacts for future generations.   
 

A good place for each of us to start is with gathering as much information as possi-
ble about our family homestead. If you are living in a home or own a building that 
once belonged to another family or person, raise your curiosity level and become a 
detective. See what historical information you can find. It can be names of people 
connected to the building, the date the structure was built, and information on how it 
has changed or remained the same. Mention items left behind by previous residents.  
 

Start with who, what, where, and why. I invite you each to email, mail, or bring your 
results to the museum. This is an informal project with no special format required. I 
would like to compile as much in-
formation about places and personal 
experiences as we can and put them 
together for the 300th anniversary. 
Every thought, story, or fact counts. 
 

As an example, the house in the 
photo that accompanies this article 
was my grandparents’ home when 
it was built in the early 1900s. The 
property at 124 Main Street extend-
ed to the top of the block where the 
church now stands. It had hedges of 
lilacs and many, many wisteria 
bushes where people would come to 
have their picture taken.  
 

It has changed quite a bit since 
then, but it is still standing and represents part of South River’s history and mine!
Originally, my grandparents, two sons, and eventually my father lived there. At 
some point, my father told me, my grandmother had seven rooms removed. Today 
you can see that the large middle section of the original building is gone. The two 
older sons had moved on with their lives, so the family was smaller. I have always 
been curious as to when the house was built and when was it remodeled. That will 
be part of my project.   
 

I invite you also to remind your friends and family that are cleaning out attics, base-
ments, homes, or businesses, to please save anything that is relative to South River. 
Our museum will consider the items for the collection and treasure your memories 
for future generations to explore. 

 

Next Meeting: 
June 26 

 
The History of 

Prohibition  
in New Jersey 

and South River's Role 
During Those Years  

 
One hundred years ago 
the 18th Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution 
ushered in Prohibition. 
Brian Armstrong, the 

society’s past president, 
will discuss prohibition 

in New Jersey, 
including South River's 

role in rum running 
during the period. 

 

Please join us at 
7:00 p.m. at the  

South River Museum, 
64-66 Main Street, 

South River. 
 

Light refreshments will 
be served. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 

each month  
(second Sunday if the 

first is a holiday) 
 

June 2 
July 7 

August 4 
September 1 

Number 99, April/June 2019 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

Early 1900s era image of upper Main Street  
showing the Whitehead house at the intersection of  

Main and Jackson Streets. 
Postcard from the collection of Donna Kornacki Green.  
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     Traci Alai 
     Nick Bachar 
     Al Baumann 
     John Costello 
     William Goepfert  
     Jennifer LaScala 
     Kevin LaScala 
     Paul Migut  
     Carol Payor 
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Walter Woronowicz 
      

 

    
 
 
 

 
 

South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 
Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old 
School Baptist Church (now the South Riv-
er Museum) – $10.00 

 
2019 Historical Calendars 
$8.00 (2017 & older, $1.00) 
Each calendar includes 
historical images with  
descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC (now the South Riv-
er Museum); Frazee Urn & OSBC graveyard; 
Main St., 1906. 
 
Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with 
Envelopes – Set of 5 cards, 
$2.50; set of 10 cards, 
$4.00 Features an 1894  
photo of the OSBC.  

 
Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorat-
ing the South River Museum 
– Old School Baptist Church 
[size- 7/8 inch]. 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts—Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds—Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar—Donna Rafano 
  Contingency Planning—Paul Migut 
  Fund Raising—Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants—Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites—Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality—Linda Grimm 
  Membership—Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter—Stephanie Bartz 
  Program—Sara-Ann Goldman 
  Publicity—Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship—Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site—Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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 Unsolved! 
 
Some call it the perfect crime. After almost 100 years, the Hall-Mills murders of 1922 remain unsolved and 
speculation regarding the identity of the killer or killers continues. As recently as 2012, a graphic novel was 
published about the case. 
 

Using resources gathered from interviews, local newspapers, and other sources, local historian Richard Sears 
Walling presented the facts of the case before an appreciative audience at the February meeting of the South 
River Historical & Preservation Society. His slide presentation started on an unusual note with a musical in-

terlude. “The Radiance in Your Eyes” was identified as a 
favorite song of the murdered pair. 
 

On September 16, 1922, the bodies of Reverend Edward 
Wheeler Hall and Eleanor Reinhardt Mills were found 
side by side on a farm in Somerset County, near the bor-
der of Middlesex County. The Reverend was a married 
man, but rumors of an elopement made their way into the 
press and the murders were labeled a “crime of passion.” 
The case rapidly became a media sensation that was fi-
nally pushed off the front page by the Lindbergh kidnap-
ping ten years later. 
 

No indictments were issued following the original inves-
tigation, but a second investigation in 1926 identified a 
group of co-conspirators in the murders. Frances Noel 
Stevens Hall, wife of the murdered minister, and her two 
brothers were charged and tried. All three were acquit-
ted. No additional suspects were ever brought to trial. 
 

Walling concluded that although interest in the case con-
tinues, the solution to the mystery will likely never be 
known. In spite of her acquittal, however, it is generally 
accepted that Mrs. Hall was involved in the murder.  
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Richard Sears Walling shares a front page story from the September 22, 1922, New Brunswick Sunday Times.  
Photograph by Marilyn Anastasio. 

A diagram of the murder scene published in newspapers 
across the United States and beyond.  

Image from the Vancouver Daily World, October 27, 1922, 
courtesy of Newspapers.com. 



 

 

 

Is your membership up to 
date? 
 
It’s not too late to send in your membership 
dues for 2019. Please check the mailing label 
on this newsletter or contact us by email at 
southriverhistory@gmail.com to find out 
when your membership expires.  
 

You can renew your membership, or submit 
a new membership for yourself or a friend, 
using the form included in this newsletter. 
Membership forms can also be downloaded 
from the website. 
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued 
support of its efforts to preserve and promote 
South River history. All dues and donations 
are tax deductible. 
 

Thank you! 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
   IN HONOR OF: 
 

    The Dohn Family 
 by Mrs. Richard J. Prusarczyk 
    The May Family 
 by Mrs. Richard J. Prusarczyk 
    The Prusarczyk Family 
 by Mrs. Richard J. Prusarczyk 
 

   IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    Mary Ann Kelly Rhatican 
 by Diane Walen Hudson 
    The McIlvaine Family 
 by Richard & Karen Satterthwaite 
    Matt Rein 
 by Donna Roehsler  
    Walter G. Schmitt 
 by Iris Schmitt 
    The Smutko Family 
 by Gloria & Ken Smutko 
 

  SCHOLARHISP FUND 
 

    Andrew & Carol Payor 
    Anthony & JoAnn Razzano 
    Matthew P. Rein Foundation 
 

  GENERAL FUND 
 

    Jack & Traci Alai 
    Mary Ann Boyler 
    Larry & Jeanmarie Ruch 
    Charles & Gladys Sicknick 
    William R. VanDeventer     

Videos on Demand 
 
Have you missed a recent historical society program? Record-
ings from two recent presentations are available on demand via 
South River’s TV 35: http://southrivernj.org/SR-TV.html. 
 

To locate the November 2018 program on the history of John-
son Park and the horse track, and the April 2019 program on 
local 19th century photographers, look for the “Playlists” sec-
tion of the site and select “Local Events.”  

New Acquisitions 
 
 Digital copies of 34 photographs taken around South River 

during hurricane Sandy, October 29-30, 2012. Donated by 
Kevin J. Nielsen. 

 American Legion uniform, post World War I, owned by 
John Garboski who served in the U.S. Army, 321st Field 
Artillery Regiment. Donated by Jake M. Garboski. 

 Bronzed baby shoes belonging to Charles Whitehead and 
his daughter, Nan Lynn Whitehead; honorary membership 
for Laurence Brook Country Club presented to Charles 
Whitehead. Donated by Nan Whitehead. 

 Apothecary cabinet from the office of Dr. Howard Dieker. 
Donated by David Clayton on behalf of his grandmother, 
Florence Clayton. 

 Photograph of eight unidentified women and children 
posed in 
front of a 
house, circa 
1890s or 
early 1900s. 
Donated by 
Donna 
Jones. 

 Wide for-
mat photo-
graph of the 
Campbell 
School 8th 
grade class 
of 1956 tak-
en during a trip to Washington, DC (includes names); fold-
er from the Campbell School Class of 1956; newspaper 
clippings from the joint Campbell and Willett Schools 
graduation, 1956; commencement program from South 
River High School, 1956. Donated by Roger Golden. 
Names provided by Roger Golden, Fran Fee, and Richard 
Eib. 

 Red color common brick marked “P&C” (likely Pettit & 
Cook or Pettit & Co.). Donated by Alfred J. Baumann. 

 Bound transcript and DVD of the oral history recorded by 
Myles Garrigan relative to his time as a page in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Provided by the Office of the 
Historian, U.S. House of Representatives at the request of 

Myles Garrigan. 
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 Graveyard Explorations 
 
Sunday, April 7, was a beautiful day for a tour of the 
Old School Baptist Church graveyard located behind 
the South River Museum. Brian Armstrong, past pres-
ident of the South River Historical & Preservation 
Society, led the tour which was a joint effort of the 
South River Cultural Arts and Heritage Commission 
and the society. More than 70 people, young and old, 
attended. 
 

Introductory remarks were delivered inside the muse-
um at the start of the tour. Among those present was 
Mayor John Krenzel who stepped forward to thank 
those in attendance for coming. Armstrong took over 
and provided a history of the museum building, from 
its 1785 beginnings as a church to its present day 
function as the local museum. He included basic de-
tails about the adjacent graveyard before leading the 
walking tour through the area. 
 

The Old School Baptist Church graveyard is the old-
est remaining burial ground in South River. There are 
no known records to indicate when the first burial 
took place or how many burials there were. 54 stones 
remain, many broken or largely illegible. 

 
The names and dates on the stones were first recorded 
by the Genealogical Society of New Jersey in 1941. 
At that time, the earliest identified burial was that of 
William Ryder, who died in 1813. The stone has since 
disappeared. According to newspaper accounts, the 
last burial was that of Elder Wilson Housel in1903. It 
is assumed that no stone was erected for Housel as 
none was found during the 1941 survey. 
 

In the course of the tour, Armstrong highlighted some 
of the stones and the families they memorialize. The 
obelisk-shaped monument  commemorating members 
of the Barkelew and Obert families was one such 
stone. “Aunt Judy,” a servant and the only black per-
son known to have been buried in the graveyard, 
shares the monument. The recent ground penetrating 
radar survey was also discussed. 
 

At the end of the tour, visitors were invited to return 
to the museum where photographs of individual stones 
were shown and inscriptions read. The floor was 
opened up for questions which Armstrong happily an-
swered. For more information on the graveyard visit  
southriverhistory.org/history/osbc_graveyard.html. 
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Eleanor Alai gets a close up view of the headstone of 
Elder William Curtis, who died September 3, 1870, 

aged 80 years. Photograph by Traci Alai. 

Brian Armstrong addressing the audience at the start of the 
April 7 event. Photograph by Paul Migut. 



 

 

Photographs and Memories 
 
The society’s April program delved into the world of daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, tintypes, cyanotypes, and 
other photographic processes. Archivist, educator, and photographer Gary Saretzky provided a fascinating 
overview of the development of photography in the 19th century interwoven with information about individual 
photographers from the area. 
 

Saretzky explained that photographs were most often used to take pictures of family members and loved ones 
in the 19th century, and until about 1890, they were usually taken by professional photographers. These pho-
tographers played an enormous part in documenting the communities in which they lived and worked.  
 

In Middlesex County, the largest concentration of 19th century photogra-
phers was, not surprisingly, in New Brunswick, with others in Perth Am-
boy and South Amboy. Smaller numbers were scattered elsewhere 
around the county, including two professionals and one prolific amateur 
in South River.  
 

Austrian born Adolph Bresslmair was the son of a photographer. Adolph 
arrived at Ellis Island in 1892 and married in New York a few years lat-
er. Saretzky’s research revealed that Bresslmair’s brother-in-law lived in 
South River in 1890, likely part of the reason that Bresslmair opened his 
studio here. He moved to Plainfield in the late 1890s and died in 1901 at 
age 33 following an illness. 
 

Richard Van Dyke Reid was a talented amateur photographer who was 
born in South River in 1833, and took up his hobby in the early 1890s. 
He lived part of his life in Red Bank, but is responsible for documenting 
South River life in the 1890s and early 1900s. He died in 1915. His 
views of people, streets, residences, factories, churches, events, and more are an invaluable record of the time. 
 

The third South  River based photographer was Henry Van Tine. Born in Pennsylvania in 1864, he managed 
studios at a number of locations around New Jersey beginning with his first identified appearance in the late 
1880s. As with many photographic businesses, it’s likely that others who worked in Van Tine’s studios were 
responsible for some of the photographs that sported the Van Tine name. Van Tine’s South River studio is 
thought to have been on Main Street between Reid and Stephen Streets from the late 1890s until he sold it to 
Peter Nybo in 1909 and moved to New Mexico for his wife’s health. He died in 1944. 
 

The program was made possible by the New Jersey Public Scholars Project, funded in part by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the New Jersey Council for the Humanities (NJCH).  
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Left: Portrait of an unidentified infant, 1898. Photograph from the studio of Henry Van Tine. 
Center: The scholars of William H. Peterson’s South River Methodist Episcopal Sunday School class, October 30, 1895. 

Photograph by R. Van Dyke Reid. 
Right: Portrait of an unidentified toddler, no date. Photograph from the studio of Adolph Bresslmair. 

Speaker Gary Saretzky during his 
April 24th presentation. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

Celebrating Volunteerism 
 
Each year the New Jersey State Governor’s Jefferson Awards are presented to a selected few who “achieve 

measurable community impact and represent 
outstanding acts of public service, without the 
expectation of recognition or compensations.” 
On Sunday, May 19, 2019, Ann Rafano was 
among those honored. Her Lifetime Service 
award recognizes her long and continuing im-
pact on the community of South River.  
 

Rafano, one of six recipients of the Lifetime 
Service award, was nominated by two col-
leagues from the executive board of the South 
River Historical & Preservation Society. Mem-
bers of the Rafano family and the nominators 
attended the award Presentation Ceremony & 
Celebration of Volunteerism to recognize her 
achievement. The venue was the Patriots Thea-
ter at the Trenton War Memorial. 
 

In 1988, Rafano was one of the founders of the 
society. She was the first president of the organ-

ization and has continued as an active member of the executive board ever since. She has also served as vice 
president, secretary, trustee, and 
committee chair.  
 

Her continued dedication to the 
South River Museum and to the 
preservation of South River’s 
history has long been recognized 
by the society. She was awarded 
the status of Honorary Trustee in 
2003, elected for life for her 
longstanding commitment to the 
goals and objectives of the socie-
ty. Four years later, in 2007, she 
was among the inaugural recipi-
ents of the society’s Frazee 
Award for outstanding service to 
the society. 

Along with her efforts to preserve South River’s history, Rafano 
has a long commitment to the South River Public Library, having 
served on the board of trustees for many years. Her active partici-
pation in organizations like the South River Women’s Club and 
the Parent Teacher Associations have also been noted.  
 

The Jefferson Awards Foundation was founded in 1972 by 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, U.S. Senator Robert Taft, Jr., and 
Samuel S. Beard. The program was created in order to establish a 
national public service award. New Jersey first issued state level 
awards in 2007.  
 

Additional information about the national program is available at 
https://www.multiplyinggood.org/. State level information is 
available at njgovernorsawards.com. 

Ann Rafano outside the Trenton War Memorial building prior to the 
May 19th awards ceremony. Photograph by Jill  Rafano Sullivan. 

Ann Rafano (far right) and Florence Clayton on July  25, 1989 at the unveiling of the 
Willett sisters portraits that were the foundation for the establishment of 

the South River Historical & Preservation Society. 

Ann Rafano (center) with her two nominators, 
Stephanie Bartz (left) and Marilyn Anastasio 

(right) at the reception following the awards cere-
mony. Photograph by Jill  Rafano Sullivan.  
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 Music at the Museum 
 
On Sunday, March 3, 2019, the South River Historical & Preservation Society, in conjunction with Creative 
South River, hosted an informal performance by local musicians during the museum's regular public hours. 
John Trzeciak (guitar), Briana Santos (accordion), and Eleni Feggulis (flute) took turns playing a variety of 
music for an appreciative crowd of more than 25 people.  

 

Later, Shari Garretson of Creative South River, who coordi-
nated the all-ages event, brought out a ukulele to accompany 
Trzeciak. The duo engaged the audience in a sing-along. Se-
lections from the Beatles ("When I'm 64"), Johnny Cash 
("Ring of Fire"), and more were featured. Inspired by the per-
formances, several children from the audience responded to 
Garretson's invitation to join her up front to perform their fa-
vorites ("Row, Row, Row Your Boat," "5 Little Monkeys," 
and "Let it Go").  
 

According to Garretson, Creative South River is a local group 
dedicated to engaging the community with the arts. She said 
this was the first of what she hopes are many similar types of 
events to take place in the borough, and she would like peo-
ple to spread the word to other local musicians who might be 
interested in participating. 
 

The "Song & Dance in South River" themed display at the 
museum seemed especially appropriate for the event, though 
one observer noted the hours on a flyer publicizing a 1930s 
dance ("7:30 to daylight") and wondered if previous South 
River generations were a livelier lot! 

John Trzeciak and Shari Garretson lead the audience 
in a sing-along.  

Photograph by Traci Alai. 



 

 

2019 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 
     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

 Business Patron (Life) $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                     All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our  newsletter .           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)____________________________________ 
 

         $________      in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 
Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our  newsletter .          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

     

My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


