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President's Message by Brian Armstrong 
 
I am happy to announce that the PNC Financial Services Group has donated portraits 
of two former presidents of the First National Bank of South River to the South 
River Historical & Preservation Society. The paintings of presidents Fountain and 
Mark were done by local artist, Joseph Csatari. Mayor John Krenzel provided valu-
able assistance in acquiring these treasured artifacts.  
 
The portrait of Robert F. Fountain was painted for the 50th anniversary of the First 
National Bank of South River in 1952. Fountain was one of the founders of the bank 
and was its first cashier. He was elected to 
the board of directors in 1914, became vice 
president in 1916, and chairman of the 
board in 1928. In 1935, during the Great 
Depression, he became the third president 
of the bank. The institution prospered under 
his leadership until he returned to his posi-
tion of chairman of board in 1951. He died 
in 1955.  
 
The painting of Joseph G. Mark was com-
pleted in the 1960s and shows a different, 
more colorful style. Mark was a member of 
a prominent South River family. His father, 
Joseph Mark, co-owned the Mark and 
Davison shirt factory and was mayor of the 
borough from 1901 to 1913. The younger 
Mark worked his way up in the bank from 
teller in 1923 to bank president in 1951. He 
was responsible for the growth of the bank 
in the 1950s and 1960s, which eventually led to a series of mergers to form the First 
National Bank of Middlesex County and then the First Charter National Bank. After 
his death in 1971, the bank was bought by Heritage Bank – North, Midlantic Na-
tional Bank/South, and finally PNC Bank.   
 
With the addition of these two paintings, we can now say that there are four Csatari 
portraits in the museum collection, which may be one of the largest groups of his 
work in one collection. The painting of Joseph G. Mark is already on display, and 
we hope to have both the frame and the portrait of Robert F. Fountain restored soon.  

Next Meeting: 
April 26 

 

ABCs of Starting Your 
Genealogy Research 

 

Whether you’re a  
beginning genealogist 

or are already deep into 
your family tree, 

there’s always more to 
discover and learn! 

 

The featured speaker 
will be Beverly Seward 

Yackel, a Past-
President of the  

Monmouth County  
Genealogy Society. 

 

Join us at 7:00 p.m.  
at the South River  

Museum, 64-66 Main 
Street, South River. 
Light refreshments 

will be served. 

 

Museum Hours 
 

The South River 
Museum is open to the 

general public from 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of 
each month (second 

Sunday if the first is a 
holiday): 

 

April 2 
May 7 
June 4 

Number 89, April 2017 

 
 

The South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. was established in 1988  to  
preserve South River’s past for future generations while furthering interest in and knowledge of the 

history of the borough. For more information, visit us at: 
southriverhistory.org or www.facebook.com/southriverhistory 

The portrait of Joseph Mark painted  
by Joseph Csatari. 
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To Our Readers:   
 

The South River Historical & Preservation News willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you believe we have made a mistake, 
please let us know. 
 

Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are always welcomed.  
Submissions for the next issue must be received by May 10. 
 

Please advise us if you would prefer to receive your newsletter 
via email by sending a message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 

 

  OFFICERS 
 

   President: 
     Brian Armstrong 
   Vice President: 
     Nan Whitehead 
   Secretary: 
     Richard Alai 
   Treasurer: 
     Marilyn Anastasio 
 

   Immediate Past President: 
     Dick Meyers [Deceased] 
 

 

SRH&PS 2017 EXECUTIVE BOARD SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

     John Costello 
     Hank Dziemian  
     William Goepfert  
     Sara-Ann Goldman  
     Linda Grimm  
     Anita Hermstedt 
     Kathleen Hyland 
     Ryan Jones 
     Paul Migut  
     Donna Rafano  
     Ken Roginski  
     Charles Sicknick 

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
 

  Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz 
  Buildings & Grounds - Ann and Bob Rafano 
  Calendar  - Doris Miller 
  Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Grants - Brian Armstrong 
  Historic Buildings & Sites – Brian Armstrong 
  Hospitality - Linda Grimm 
  Membership - Marilyn Anastasio 
  Newsletter  - Stephanie Bartz 
  Program - Nan Whitehead 
  Publicity - Donna Rafano 
  Scholarship - Brian Armstrong and Joann Smith-Goepfert 
  Web Site - Stephanie Bartz 
 
HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Woodis Booraem (2002) 
Ann Rafano (2003) 
Marilyn Anastasio (2005) 
Stephanie Bartz (2007) 

Doris Miller (2008) 
Robert Rafano (2008) 
Brian Armstrong (2014) 
Iris Schmitt (2014) 
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South River (Images of  
America) Book – $21.99 
Includes seven chapters with 
more than 200 photographs 
and descriptive captions. Pub-
lished June 2015. 
 

Medallion Ornament  
Commemorating the Old School Baptist 
Church (now the South River Museum) 
– $10.00 

 

2017 SRH&PS Calendar – 
$8.00; 2016 and older, $6.00  
(2009 & older, 10 for 10.00) 
Includes historical images 
with descriptive captions. 
 

Postcards – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 
1894  photo of the OSBC 
(now the South River Mu-
seum); Frazee Urn & OSBC 
graveyard; Main St., 1906. 
 

Old School Baptist 
Church Note Cards with Envelopes – Set of 
5 cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 Features 
an 1894  photo of the OSBC.  

 

Lapel Pin – $5.00 
Collectible pin commemorating 
the South River Museum – Old 
School Baptist Church [size- 
7/8 inch]. 

 
 

Note: Prices reflect minimum donations and 
do not include postage. Please visit our web-
site for additional items. 



 

 

Special Acknowledgements 
 
 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

  IN MEMORY OF: 
 

    Walter Boyler by 
   The Boyler Family 
   Janis L. Batsch 
   Ann, Joan, & Phyllis Baumann 
   Rita & Joseph Bonin 
   Ann Boyler 
   Mary Ann & Robert Boyler 
   Anita Bowman 
   Dorothy & Henry Brinker 
   Dorothy Canino 
   Patricia & John Czarnecki 
   JoAnn & John Devlin 
   Rosemary Erickson 
   Janice & John Hutchison 
   Lillian & Robert Korygoski 
   Joyce Kosa 
   Maureen McCallion 
   Robert & Carole Muscle 
   Deborah & Kenneth Parsons 
   Ann & Robert Rafano 
   Jo Ann & Anthony Razzano 
   Stephanie & Alan Scrime 
   Beverly & Thomas Sheehan 
   Donna & Francis Sikorskas 
   Anne & Robert Wilson 

    Joann Czapkowski by Frank Czapkowski 
    Alfred Losiewicz by Janice & John Hutchison 
 

  SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 

    Margaret & Donald Calnan 
    Marilyn & Thomas Anastasio  

    in memory of Walter Boyler 
 

  GENERAL FUND: 
 

    George E. Feaster Family 
    Johnson & Johnson matching gift 
     (for a donation from Judith Smith) 
    Alexander G. Mondrick, Jr. 
    Jeanmarie & Larry Ruch 

Has your membership been 
renewed for 2017? 
 
If you haven’t already sent in your membership dues for 
2017, please consider sending them in now. Your sup-
port will help the Society to continue its efforts to pre-
serve and promote South River’s rich history.  
 

Check the mailing label on this newsletter to find out 
when your membership expires. If you receive your 
newsletter via email or read it on the website, email us 
at southriverhistory@gmail.com  and we’ll check our 
records to tell you when your membership expires. 
 

You can renew or submit a new membership for your-
self or a friend using the form supplied in this newslet-
ter, or you can print a form from the website.  
 

The SRH&PS appreciates your continued support. All 
dues and donations are tax deductible.  

Thank you! 

In Memoriam 
 
The South River Historical & Preservation Society 
extends its sympathies to the family of Walter 
Schaed, who was a long-time member of the soci-
ety and a former South River Fire Chief. 

 

 New Acquisitions 
 

 Three books on Belarusian history. Donated by 
Elizabeth Litarowich. 

 "The Game of South River." Donated by Leslie Ze-
lanko. 

 Oil paintings of Joseph Mark 
and Robert Fountain, by  
Joseph Csatari. Donated by 
PNC Financial Services 
Group.  

 South River Fire Department 
uniform belonging to former 
Fire Chief, Walter B. 
Schaed. Donated by Doris P. 
Schaed. 

 Tumiłowicz, Tumilovich, 
Tumilovičs, Tumilovičius: a 
history/genealogy, by Joseph J. Tumilowicz. Donated 
by Joseph J. Tumilowicz. 
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The badge from Walter B. 
Schaed’s SRFD uniform. 

SouthRiverHistory.org 
 
The website for the South River Historical & Preserva-
tion Society has a new URL. The site hasn’t moved, but 
we’ve given it a new alias that we hope will make it eas-
ier to find and remember. There’s no need to change any-
thing if you’ve got a browser bookmark or another way 
that you get to the site, but you can now also get there by 
typing southriverhistory.org into the URL box in your 
browser. Suggestions for the site are always welcome! 



 

 

 Up in Flames 
 
From the 1870 fire that injured Samuel Whitehead to the 2014 fire at 115 Main Street, the February program 
touched on aspects of history that have affected many 
in the borough. With the assistance of Paul Migut, a 
society trustee and member of the South River Fire 
Department, Brian Armstrong, society president, pre-
sented a slideshow of facts and images related to more 
than 140 years of South River fires. 
 
Early fires at long forgotten locations, such as the 
1908 blaze that destroyed the Railroad Hotel on Jack-
son Street and the 1922 fire at the Blue Bird Confec-
tionery at 46 Main Street, were included in the first 
half of the program. Fires of more recent vintage 
rounded out the presentation. These included the 1973 
St. Mary's fire that resulted in the replacement of the 
dome, the 1983 fire that destroyed a section of Ferry 
Street, and the Pershing Hotel fire that took place on 
Christmas Day, 2012. 
 
A standing room only audience attended the presenta-
tion that brought back memories not only for the fire-
men in attendance, but for others who joined in to 
share their stories. One audience member described 
her family's displacement by the 1964 fire at Duttkin's 
bowling alley, bar, and hotel on Whitehead Avenue. 
They were invited to, and ultimately did, stay at Mal-
iszewski's Funeral Home until they could find a new 
place to live. 
 
While there is no comprehensive list of all of the fires 
that have taken place in the borough, the society has 
begun an inventory of the fires that can be identified 
from information found in the museum collections. 
Newspaper clippings, photographs, and facts collected 
in the course of other research are all being recorded 
in order to facilitate future research. 
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A view of the audience during the February 22nd program at the South River Museum. Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 

Above: The Whitehead building on Main Street, May 22, 1900. 
Below: The remains of the same building following a fire on 

June 12, 1901. 
Photographs by R. Van Dyke Reid. 



 

 

 Scholarships available!   
 

The Richard K. Meyers South River History Essay Contest is sponsored by the South River Historical & 
Preservation Society, Inc. and is open to all graduating high school sen-
iors who are residents of South River and who are planning to continue 
their education. 
 

To apply for the award, each student must submit a typed essay of no less 
than 1,000 words (approximately two pages, single-spaced in 12 point 
font) describing something that took place in South River in his or her 
lifetime. An event need only be of significance to the student; it need not 
have been a major event in South River's history. 
 

Essays will be judged by members of the South River Historical & Preservation Society and will be added to 
the permanent collections at the South River Museum – Old School Baptist Church. Judging will be based 
solely on the quality of the essays, and all awards will be at the discretion of the judges. 
 

Award amount: 1st place - $500; 2nd place - $350; 3rd place - $150 
 

Deadline date: April 15, 2017 
 

Submissions must be sent both via email and in print form. 
All submissions must include the applicant's full name, address, phone number, and email address, as well as 
school name, expected date of graduation, date of submission, and future education plans. 
 

Email the electronic version to: southriverhistory@gmail.com 
 

Mail the paper version to:   South River History Essay Contest 
    South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. 
    P.O. Box 446 
    South River, NJ 08882  
 

Previous winners: 2016—1st  Place - Deyvid Vasilev, South River High School 
           2nd  Place - Tricia Raquepo, South River High School 
           3rd Place - Chase Petras, South River High School 
          2015—1st Place - Rebecca Baczyk, Middlesex County Vocational & Tech. High School 
           2nd Place - Arianna Brister, South River High School 
                                            3rd Place - Brandon Madalone, South River High School  
          2014—Liliya Marach, South River High School  
              2013—Bridget LaPlante, South River High School 
           Rebecca Walsh, Bishop George Ahr High School  

History Day 2017 
 

The third annual celebration of History Day at East Jersey Olde Towne Vil-
lage is fast approaching. Organized by the Middlesex County Office of Cul-
ture and Heritage, the event has been scheduled for Sunday, May 21. 
 
Representatives from the South River Historical & Preservation Society, and 
other history organizations, will be on hand to lend their own perspectives to 
the event. Activities for all ages, entertainment, and tours of the Indian 
Queen Tavern and the other historical buildings on site are all on tap. It’s the 
perfect opportunity for a day out and a chance to appreciate the rich history 
of the area. Admission is free. 
 
We hope to see many of you there! 
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The fife and drum corps at 
History Day 2016. 

Photograph by Stephanie Bartz. 



 

 

 Be It Resolved… — The Numbers Game 
 
Locating a home or business in South River was certain to have been a challenge before 1917. That was the 
year that Mayor Fee and the members of  the Borough Council decided that South River had grown so much 
that it was time to start assigning numbers to buildings.  
 

In South River’s early years, the landscape 
boasted few man-made structures. According 
to Clayton’s History of Middlesex County, 
New Jersey, “in 1834 the village had two tav-
erns, three stores, and thirty or forty dwell-
ings.” By 1915, the population was approach-
ing 7,000 and there were many more busi-
nesses and industries. 
 

Up until 1917 addresses were vague at best. 
In most cases, city directories only identified 
the street on which a home or business was 
located. In others, the nearest cross street was 
named, which made buildings located on or 
near corners easier to locate. 
 

At 8:25 p.m. on March 26, 1917, Mayor John 
Fee Jr. called the regular meeting of the Bor-
ough Council to order. Councilmen David L. 
Armstrong, Edward F. Nugent, Alvie Peter-
son, John J. Quinn, and Wilbur C. Rose were 
present. 
 

After the reading of the minutes of the previ-
ous meeting, consideration of a communica-
tion from the County Tax Board, and the pas-
sage of an ordinance naming Obert Street, the 
following was offered by Councilman Nu-
gent. 
 

WHEREAS, there has been such extensive 
development of the Borough of South River 
during recent years through the erection of a 
large number of residences and other build-
ings that for the sake of convenience in many 
ways all residences and all other buildings 
should be given proper street numbers. 
 

RESOLVED that the Street and Road Committee be authorized and directed to at once take up with the Bor-
ough Engineer the matter of assigning appropriate orderly and proper street numbers for the different proper-
ties in the borough; and that when this shall have been done then said property owners shall be given the street 
number which should be placed on their properties and shall be requested to at once mark on the main en-
trance of such properties with neatly printed or neat metallic figures such numbers as may be given to them. 
[Excerpted from South River Minute Book #5, Jan. 1, 1917 to Jul. 26, 1920, page 17.] 
 

The measure was adopted after a roll call vote of five in favor to none opposed. As members of the Street and 
Road Committee, councilmen Armstrong, Rose, and Lemerich, the latter being absent from the meeting, were 
responsible for the next steps. The Borough Engineer was Josiah Tice. 

A portion of a page from the 1909-1910 Directory of New Brunswick, also 
Highland Park, Milltown, South River, Sayreville, South Amboy, Metuchen, 

and Six Free Rural Delivery Routes. 
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Treasures from the Archives — Early Pottery 
 
Earlier this year, the society made one of its rare purchases to add a 
significant piece to the museum collections. The artifact is a stoneware 
jug attributed to the Eaton & Stout pottery and thought to date from 
about 1840. 
 

The jug is a typical example of traditional stoneware of the period. It 
has a simple design with a groove around the neck and a tooled pattern 
around the shoulder just above the base of the handle. Salt-glazed and 
non-porous so that it hold fluids, the brownish tone of the pottery is 
likely due to impurities in the clay used to create it. 
 

According to the Encyclopedia of New Jersey, Jacob Eaton and Sam-
uel Stout ran a pottery in South River, from 1818 to 1845. Eaton was 
born in Connecticut in about 1782. Stout was roughly 20 years 
younger according to the 1840 United States census. More extensive 
information about the pottery can be found in M. Lelyn Branin's The 
Early Makers of Handcrafted Earthenware and Stoneware in Central 
and Southern New Jersey. 
 

Until about 1831, the business is thought to have been located on 
property leased from Frederick Adolphus Kleine. Kleine owned exten-
sive property in the Washington area of North Brunswick, now South 
River. He died in 1829, and according to the "Records of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Cranbury, N.J., 1744-1891," Samuel Stout married Adolphina Kleine the same year. 
 

Branin speculates that there may have been some uncertainty with regard to the settlement of the Kleine es-
tate, prompting Eaton and Stout to look for a new location. Another local potter, William Bissett, who part-

nered with Evert Bissett, died in 
1828. William’s interest in the 
pottery passed to his wife, Cath-
erine, and was sold to Eaton and 
Stout at public auction in 1831. 
The "Middlesex County Register 
of Deeds," as cited by Branin, 
shows the sale of the remainder of 
the property in 1835. 
 

Through a series of legal proceed-
ings and sales, the property 
changed hands several times in 
later years. At various times por-
tions of the property were owned 
by Samuel Whitehead, Thomas 
Peterson, Robert M. Taylor, James 
Holmes, and George W. Price. 
Both Otley and Keily's 1850 Map 
of Middlesex County, New Jersey, 
Entirely from Original Surveys 
and R. Van Dyke Reid's 1851 map 
of the village of Washington show 
the location of the pottery near 
what is now Pottery Lane. 

Stoneware jug attributed to the Eaton & 
Stout pottery, circa 1840. 

The South River section from Map of Middlesex County, New Jersey, Entirely from 
Original Surveys, by J.W. Otley and J. Keily, 1850. The pottery in the bottom center of 

the map was run by Eaton & Stout until  about 1845.  
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Two Decades on Display 
 
Since the summer of 2016 the South River Public Library has been hosting regular exhibits of artifacts culled 
from the collections at the South River Museum. The latest installment is a display of memorabilia from the 
1950s and 1960s. It was created to complement a library program on the golden age of television. 
 

Included in the display are a wide range of items from different aspects of daily life during the time period. 
Giveaways and documents from local businesses, contemporary city directories, household items, common 

items from the office of a local 
doctor, and award ribbons from 
the 15th Annual Horse Show at 
Kuberski’s South River Stables 
in 1953 are just a few of the 
items in the exhibit. The school 
section features a report card 
from Campbell School, a photo-
graph of the 1952 second grade 
class at St. Mary’s, memorabilia 
from the South River vs. New 
Brunswick Thanksgiving Day 
football game in 1959, and a 
South River High School di-
ploma. We hope you’ll stop by 
and revisit some of your history 
if you’re in the area. 

A portion of the display at the South River Public Library. Photograph by Sarah Blake. 



 

 

2017 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 
 

Please check one:         New           Renewal           Gift (from______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 
         Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

         Check here and include your email above to receive your newsletter via email. 

  
 

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 
  Please check one: 

 Adult                            $10.00 

 Student                        $5.00 

 Family/Couple             $15.00
(please enter number in family) ____ 

 Business/Corporate     $25.00

 Lifetime - Individual   $250.00 

                   I would like to make an additional donation: 

                     $________             in honor of            in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
                     $________      Scholarship Fund 
                     $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
                     $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund  
                     $________      General Fund 

Total amount enclosed: $______________           Cash            Check (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and payment to:  SRH&PS Membership                   All dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
                                                                P.O. Box 446                                   Donations will be recognized in our newsletter.           
                                                                South River, NJ 08882 

       My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 
please send a matching gift form with your membership donation and form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _______________ 

Phone: (Optional)____________________  E-mail: (Optional)_____________________________________ 

   

         $________                           in honor of            in memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 
         $________      Scholarship Fund 
         $________      Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program 
         $________      Doughboy/Monument Maintenance Fund 
         $________      General Fund 
 

Total amount enclosed: $______________         Cash           Check  (Please make checks payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

 

Send your donation form and payment to:   SRH&PS, Inc.                                  All donations are tax-deductible and will be 
                                                                      P.O. Box 446                                                 recognized in our newsletter.          
                                                                      South River, NJ 08882 

    

 My company has a matching gift program. 
 

Company name/address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a pro-
gram, please send a matching gift form with your donation form. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

SRH&PS Donation Form 


