
The recent interest and comments on the South River Historical & Preservation             

Society Facebook page show the positive effect the Internet has brought to our               

Historical Society and the community.  We are able to share our photographic archives 

online in a way that was never possible in the past.  So many more people are able to 

experience and collectively comment on a photograph.  This collaboration centralizes 

the community’s memory of South River and the events of its citizens’ lives during the 

last decades.  Each memory opens up the mind of another viewer’s memory and the 

chain reaction unleashes a wonderful history of personal experiences.  These dusty 

photos come alive. 

 

Although we, as an organization, do so much to collect and conserve both physical and 

memory archives of the history of borough, our Internet presence has permitted those 

that live far away to stay connected to the history of the town they grew up in and to participate in the mission 

of the Historical Society.  Their comments are very valuable to us since every person whose family lives in 

South River now or has lived in South River in the past has experiences worth recording in the timeline of the             

borough’s history.  We thank all our Facebook and website followers who help with our organization’s          

mission to preserve the history of South River. 
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President's Message by Brian Armstrong 

The Old House Corner by Ken Roginski 
 

The grand Greek Revival house on the Old Bridge Turnpike, built circa 1840 by the Van Ness family and 

known to many as Dr. Zawadsky’s house, is now “The Spa at Little River”.  The building and Spa are cur-

rently owned by Lorelei Germain who is also the owner of Lorelei Staffing Solutions.  

 

After 170 plus years the historic building is in need of some TLC.  The new spa, which opened this past fall, 

has already experienced a lot of work with the interior being restored to its grand elegance.  The building is 

now undergoing an exterior restoration for which I (Old House Guy LLC) am the project manager.   

                    

Originally, the building had four stately chimneys.  One was removed and will soon be rebuilt.  The other 

three were covered in stucco to conceal problems with the mortar.  They have now been rebuilt in brick to 

appear exactly as they did when the building was first constructed.  

 

The current project is window restoration.  The windows date back to the original circa 1840 building and 

have beautiful detailing.  The muntins that separate the small panes of glass are very thin and delicate.  This 

look would be impossible to reproduce with a replacement window.    

 

The windows are being removed and restored by Marybeth Robb of Open Window Restoration.  Marybeth 

says she is thrilled to work with an owner who recognizes the value of heritage wood windows.  “So many 

owners don’t realize that original wood windows, paired with a good storm window, are just as energy effi-

cient as replacements, and restoration is almost always less expensive.  And with proper care, these wood 

windows will last centuries because the old-growth timber used to make them is naturally strong and rot-

resistant.  Newer windows just don’t stand up by comparison.”  

           Continued on Page 2 
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  To Our Readers:   

  The South River Historical & Preservation  

  News willingly corrects its factual errors.  If   

  you  believe we have made a mistake, please  

  let us know.  
 

  Readers’ contributions to the newsletter are  

  welcomed. Submissions for the June issue 

must be received by May15. 
      
  Please advise us if you would prefer to receive  

  your newsletter via email by sending a  

  message to southriverhistory@gmail.com. 
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SRH&PS 2013 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Old House Corner, continued from page 1 

 

Once the sashes have been taken down, the old paint is removed, the wood repaired, and new glazing putty is 

added before the windows are rehung with new rope. Restoring the windows is also the greenest approach be-

cause these beautiful antiques are being kept out of a landfill. 

 

All of this is good news, for the Van Ness house is a landmark in South River.  Too many other buildings in 

town have lost their character due to uninformed “improvements”.  We thank Lorelei Germain for being a re-

sponsible steward and bringing the grandeur back to a historic building. 

 

For more information on the importance of original windows visit http://www.OldHouseGuy.com/windows. 

 
 

Please pass the word about our first annual Richard K. Meyers South River History High 

School Essay Contest. The deadline for submissions is April 30, 2013. Two scholarships 

of $500 each are available. Details are online at: 

 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njsrhps/scholarship.html 

 

For additional information, please contact the Society. 
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New Acquisitions, January 2013 – March 2013 
 
 

 Genealogy and history books from the estate of Dick Meyers. Donated by Judy Zinis. 

 Our Family Album, 1989, First Reformed Church. Donated by Emily J. Varga-

Comella and Rev. Tom Comella. 

 Golden Anniversary Issue program booklets from the SRHS classes of 1938, 1939, 

and 1940; digital copy of a tintype of the Miller house on William Street and of a 

photograph of the Joseph Miller family. Donated by Gloria and William Miller. 

 Framed portrait (in pencil) of Leo Kuberski. Donated by Rosemarie Doyle 

McKenna. 

 Photocopies of newspaper clippings about the 1950 SRHS football season; photo-

graphs of a framed certificate commemorating the 1950 SRHS football team; essay 

on The Gold Star Bar: From Russian to Portuguese Owners written by Hayley 

Fitzgerald, April 11, 2012, and accompanied by 3 photographs of the building on 

the corner of Whitehead Avenue and Armstrong Avenue. Donated by John 

O’Neill. 

 Pin with WCGS and “53” emblems from Campbell School, 1953. Donated by Charles Sicknick. 

 Color 1930 Sanborn map of South River showing the area bounded by the river, George Street, Thomas 

Street/Radcliffe Street, and Jackson Street. Donated by Joseph Donato. 

 Digital copy of a photograph of 23-25 Ferry Street at the corner of Klausers Lane; book from the South 

River War Memorial Library. Donated by Pat and Ron Bara. 

 Collection of newspaper clippings related to South River; framed color print from World War I; panoramic 

photograph of the SRHS class of 1955; photograph of the SRHS class of 1955 trip to Washington.              

Donated by Norbert L. Smith. 

 

The South River Strike of 1906 – by Brian Armstrong 

 

In 1906, Robert W. Lyle began to consolidate his ownership of the properties in the industrial northwest sec-

tion of the borough of South River.  He began his career in the clay product industry working in Rochester, 

New York with his father and brothers.  In the 1880s, he joined in a partnership with Charles Arness, who had 

been in the fire brick, drain and sewer pipe, and buff speckled brick business for several decades in Perth Am-

boy.  In 1891, their company, Arness & Lyle Manufacturing Company, was sold to J. Edward Addicks, the 

Delaware gas magnate and politician (aka “Gas Addicks" and the "Napoleon of Gas”) and the name was 

changed to Staten Island Terra Cotta Lumber Company. Lyle continued on as plant manager before quarrel-

ling with Addicks and forming his own company, Standard Vitrified Conduit Company.  Lyle’s new company 

produced products used for subways, trains, fire place flues, and other fireproof uses.   

 

In the late 1890s, Lyle, whose company was based in Perth Amboy, developed a partnership with R.C. Pen-

field in the operation of several clay plants in South River.  Penfield, who was the first president of Goodyear 

Tire, had run into financial difficulties when he expanded his business holdings outside of his family specialty 

of clay manufacturing machines.  In 1903, his business failures made headlines in the New York Times and he 

was called the man who “wrecked six corporations” through creative financing (issuing 1.2 million dollars in 

notes) which collapsed leaving Penfield’s companies in receivership.  Lyle took advantage of the situation and 

purchased the South River plants at the reduced price of $750,000 after a prolonged legal situation which ran 

from 1903 to 1905.  The company had maintained profits of $100,000 annually during the ownership struggle. 

Lyle was poised to get things going for the 1906 clay season which began each year in March or April, de-

pending on the weather.   

 

On April 2, 1906, the 560 Hungarian and Polish workers of the Lyle Conduit Company (aka the National Clay 

Manufacturing Company and Great Eastern Clay Manufacturing Company) went on strike requesting an in-

crease in pay from $1.30/day to $1.50/day.        Continued on Page 4 
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The South River Strike of 1906 – continued from page 3 

 

Samuel L. Stevens, the superintendent of the plant, requested protection from Sheriff Church fearing that the 

strikers would try to disrupt the night force which maintained the several kilns which were the core of the op-

eration and which were worth several thousand dollars. After a large number of these striking workers were 

observed drinking in the South River saloons, Sheriff Church sent 15 deputies.      

 

Lyle arrived on April 3 and requested 65 or 75 men from Sheriff Church after observing the strikers in an 

“ugly mood” gathering about the buildings, armed with clubs, and occasionally “discharging revolvers in the 

air as a threat.”  That same day the strikers raided the works of the Pyrogranite Company next to National 

Clay and drove the employees from their work.  The raid on the Pyrogranite works was a pitched battle where 

lengths of hose were laid by the defenders of the works and the strikers who charged were knocked out by the 

stream of water until some reached the hose and cut it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 3 and 4, local papers printed “lurid tales” of an “army of Hungarian strikers, rioting and laying waste 

the country in the vicinity of the National Clay Company's works at South River, and of the imminent proba-

bility that the troops would be called out.”  A number of clashes occurred between the strikers and workers in 

the Pyrogranite and American Tile and Enamel works who refused to strike. The 65 deputies on guard were 

not assembled in sufficient numbers to cope with the angry strikers who declared their intention to march to 

Sayreville and to close down every clay plant in the county. 

 

On the evening of April 4, after the security forces were deployed to protect the works, plant management de-

cided to negotiate with the strikers.  The strikers assembled in a big field facing the brickyard and the officials 

of the company were in the brickyard offices.  “Hungarian orators, breathing fire and waving their arms with 

hysterically vehement gestures, harangued the men.”  Couriers travelled between the strikers and officials with 

each offer which was “thoroughly argued and discussed.” After a lengthy back and forth, the strike was set-

tled. Under the new arrangement the workers were to get $1.37 ½ cents per day with the best workers getting 

an increase of ten cents a day and newer workers getting nothing. The compromise was finalized at a “meeting 

which looked like a truce between contending armies.”  Once the strike was over and the workers returned to 

work, the police rounded up the leaders for prosecution. 

 

After the economic downturn in 1907, South River clay/brick plant workers lost ground with their wages. A 

1908 article in The Survey (Volume 21, p. 428), by Edward Thomas Devine and Paul Underwood Kellogg, 

stated that “Great Eastern of South River always paid low wages, and cut still more in 1907-8.   The men said 

they only receive 90 cents a day, the company says $1.15 a day.”  Other strikes would occur in the Lyle works, 

which by 1909 also included the Pyrogranite plant.  After an unsuccessful strike in 1910, Lyle was finally able 

to break the Hungarian Labor Union.  In 1912, after Lyle sold the Great Eastern plant to National Fire Proof-

ing Trust, they gave all of the staff an unsolicited pay increase of 15 cents a day.  Lyle would continue to run 

the old Pyrogranite works as the Lyle Clay Company making hollow building tile.  Both would become part of 

American Clay Products Company by 1923. 
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1897 view of the North American  Pyrogranit Company. Photo by R. Van Dyke Reid. 



February Program Focuses on Family Historians 
 

The February  program included a treasure trove of genealogy tips                

provided by Stephen Conte, host of Family Historian, the first gene-

alogy program on cable television. Mr. Conte regaled a full house 

with stories of his own genealogical beginnings, the origins of the               

television show and the process of producing the show, and went on 

to detail many of the topics that have been covered since the program 

began in 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He discussed South River as a “world in miniature” with its mix of 

diverse cultures and a long history that lends itself to genealogy re-

search. Conte advised those just beginning their research to start in 

their own homes. Family records, photographs, and relatives can all 

serve as starting points.  

 

A selection of the genealogy resources covered included: 

* FamilySearch – https://familysearch.org/                                                     

 

* Family History Centers – https://familysearch.org/locations                     

 

* Cyndi’s List – http://www.cyndislist.com/                                                

 

* NewspaperArchives.com – http://newspaperarchive.com                           

* Fold3 (military records) - http://www.fold3.com/                                 

* Ancestry.com (subscription based) – http://www.ancestry.com/ 

To view episodes of Family Historian online visit:      

        http://www.hometownetv.org/pro/node/7.  

Once you’ve reached the site, select HTTV Regular Programs and 

then scroll down and look for FAMILY HISTORIAN. There are 

multiple episodes on the site, so keep scrolling down to view more 

shows. 

 

2013 SRH&PS  
Calendar - $8.00 

Previous years also 

available - $6.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church print 

by Joseph Csatari - $25.00 

Numbered limited edition print 13” x 

15 ¾”, unframed, includes brief biog-

raphy of the artist and history of the 

Old School Baptist Church building.  
 

Commemorative 200th Anniversary 

Old School Baptist Church Medal-

lion Ornament  (South River Muse-

um) - $10.00 
 

Old School Baptist Church Post-

card – Set of 3 postcards, $1.00 

Features an 1894  

photo of the OSBC 

(now the South Riv-

er Museum). 
 

Commemorative 

Book Celebrating  South River's 

275th Anniversary, 1720-1995 - 
$10.00 

Over 90 pages of text & photos. 
 

Wooden Plaque of the Old School 

Baptist Church - $10.00 

Made from timber from the original 

portico columns. 
 

Old School Baptist Church Note 

Cards with Envelopes - Set of 5 

cards, $2.50; set of 10 cards, $4.00 

Features an  early photo of the OSBC.  
 

SRH&PS Hat - $5.00 

Blue with white lettering and a picture 

of the Old School Baptist Church.  
 

Lapel Pin - $5.00 

Collectible pin com-

memorating the South 

River Museum - Old 

School Baptist Church 

[size- 7/8 inch] 

 

Note: Prices do not include postage. 

Please visit our website (see back   

page) for additional items. 

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP 
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Membership Renewal 

Reminder 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

South River Historical & Preservation Society.  

Membership to date includes 128 people and 4 

businesses. Among these are 8 honorary members 

and 8 life members. 

 

Please check the mailing label on this newsletter 

to find out when your current membership ex-

pires. If you don't see 2013 (or later), please con-

sider paying your dues now. You can use the 

membership form supplied in this newsletter or 

print one from the website. 

 

If your employer participates in a matching gift 

program, please send a matching gift form with 

your membership donation. 

 

All dues and donations are tax deductible.   



2013 SRH&PS Membership Application Form 

Please check one:    New        Renewal       Gift (from_______________________) 
 

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on the membership listing: 
 

     Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 

     Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

     City: _______________________________ State: _________Zip Code: _________ 

     Phone: (____)________________  E-mail: _________________________________ 

   Check here and include a stamped, self-addressed envelope to receive a membership card. 

  

ANNUAL DUES CATEGORIES 

  Please check one: 

  Adult                              $10.00 

  Student                           $5.00 

   Family/Couple              $15.00 

(please enter number in family) ____  

  Business/Corporate      $25.00   

  Lifetime - Individual    $250.00 

   Check here and include your email above if you would like to receive your newsletter via email. 

    I would like to donate an additional amount of $_________  (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter) 

The gift is:    in honor of     in memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 

Total amount enclosed: $______________    Cash        Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”) 

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership                   [All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.] 

                                                                       P.O. Box 446                                                   

                                                                       South River, NJ 08882 

   My company has a matching gift program. 

       Company name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

       Company address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program, 

please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31. 

 Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

                  __________________________________________________________________ 

 City, State, ZIP Code: ________________________________________________________ 

 Phone (Optional): __________________________________________________________ 

 Email (Optional): ___________________________________________________________ 

 Amount of donation: ________________ 

 Please make checks payable to the South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc. and send them  

 with the form to:   SRH&PS, Inc.  

                                 P.O. Box 446  

                                 South River, NJ 08882  

 (If you would like to make a memorial donation, please add the information to the back of the form.) 

2013 Meetings:   April 24  June 26  September 25  November 20 
 

April 24: The Iron Horse in the Garden State, 1812–1930: Dr. David Fowler will discuss the early phases of 

railroads in NJ, including several NJ railroad "firsts." Dr. Fowler edited the 2011 book Railroads and New 

Jersey: A Bibliography of Contemporary Publications, 1812–1901 and served as guest curator for a related 

exhibit. 
 

The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum — Old School Baptist Church, 64-66 Main 

Street, South River.  
 

The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month 

(second Sunday if the first is a holiday):   May 5  June 2  July 7  August 4 

South River Historical & Preservation Society Calendar 

Old School Baptist Church Cemetery Conservation Program Donation Form 


