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Abstracts -  a summary of a longer text, especially of an academic article 

Annexed -  an appendix, epilogue, or other additional material attached to a larger 

document  

Beneficiaries - somebody entitled to money or property by a will, trust, or insurance policy 

Bequest - something left to somebody in a will 

Deceased –  no longer living 

Decedent –  LAW same as deceased 

Descendant -  a person, animal, or plant related to one that lived in the past 

Deed -   a signed document that outlines the terms of an agreement, especially one that 

details a change in ownership of property 

Executor -  somebody named in a will or appointed by a court to carry out the instructions 

contained in a will 

Folio -   LAW a unit for measuring the length of legal documents, usually 100 words in 

the United States and 72 or 90 in the United Kingdom 

Indenture -  a written contract or agreement between two or more parties 

LDS –   The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Main Family Search Center, 

Located in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 

Probated –  the legal certification of the validity of a will 

Proved –  LAW to establish that a will is genuine or valid 

Registered - an item recorded in an official register 

Relict -  Widow; a widow who has not remarried. 

Stirpes - Family or generation; describes the way a bequest is to be divided among a 

person's issue. Most people want bequests to their children to be divided equally among the 

children. A per stirpes distribution does this, and it also governs what happens if any child has 

died. If a child has died, his (or her) share is divided among his issue if he has any issue. For 

example, presume that you have three children and that your will provides for a bequest to 

your children per stirpes. If all three children survive you, each would get one third of the 

property. If, however, one has died, his one third share would be divided among his children if 

he had any, or if he had no living issue his one third share would pass to his two siblings 
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Subscribed –  LAW to sign a legal document to indicate agreement or approval of its terms 

Transcribed -  to write out an exact copy of something 

Will –   LAW a statement of what somebody wants to happen to his or her property 

after he or she dies, or a legal document containing this statement. 

Witness –  to affirm the authenticity of a document or a signature on a document by signing 

 

Note: List is compiled from a variety of online sources. 


