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Winter 2012 
 

Welcome to the Winter 2012 edition of Øst!  We are trying a slightly new format going 
forward.  New editions will each include a few articles by different authors on various 
topics. 
 
This edition contains two articles about recent events.  DANE just finished celebrating 
Fastelavn last week and Agnes Hagmueller wrote a great article about the history of the 
celebration.  In January, we were pleased to be able to attend an event honoring Captain 
Kurt Carlsen.  Vibeke Aagesen has a terrific article about the ceremony and the life of 
Captain Carlsen.  Joan Seguine-LeVine wrote a wonderful article about Nicolas Steno - 
Danish anatomist and father of modern geology. Finally, I wrote the last article about a 
family from our files and recent research – Jens Peter Jensen (Peter Johnson), who was 
born in Denmark and became a South River policeman. 
 
Attached at the end of this Øst is the DANE schedule for 2012.  We are planning some 
special programs and if you are in the area, we would love to have you attend one of the 
meetings! 
 
In April, we are planning our annual fund raising appeal.  We got delayed with some 
events this past December, so we had to delay the fund raising until April.  DANE does 
not have any membership dues and we do not charge for helping people with their 
genealogy research.  We only ask for donations once a year – and we are asking now!  
Any donation amount will be greatly appreciated.  We use the donations for supplies and 
to put together our meetings and events.  We watch our expenses closely so we can use 
our donations in the best possible way.  Donations can be sent to: DANE, 855 New 
Durham Road, Edison, New Jersey 08817. Hopefully, you can help us! 
 
Wendy Hansen Hudson 

 
Winter 2012 Øst Articles:  

- Fastelavn – Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
- Captain Kurt Carlsen, Honored in Woodbridge – Vibeke Aagesen 
- Danish Curiosity – Joan Seguine-LeVine 
- Danish Genealogy: Jens Peter Jensen (Peter Johnson) – Wendy Hansen Hudson 

and Debbie McMurry 
- DANE 2012 Schedule 
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Fastelavn 
 

Fastelavn might be called Denmark's version of Mardi 
Gras.   The Holiday is celebrated seven weeks before 
Easter Sunday on the Tuesday before the start of Lent 
(Ash Wednesday).  Children as well as grownups are 
encouraged to don their costumes and join in a day of 
fun and games. 
 
A tradition is "Slå Katten af Tønden" (hit the cat out 
of the barrel).  In olden times a live cat would be put 
in a barrel.  The barrel was then beaten with sticks 
until it broke and the cat ran and was chased out of 
town.  It was believed by the crowd that the cat would 
take bad luck and evil spirits of the town with it. 

 
Fortunately the practice of using a cat has ended and the barrel now is filled with candy, 
goodies and possibly a stuffed toy cat.  The cat population is no doubt breathing much 
easier these days. 
 
DANE celebrates Fastelavn as part of its goal to preserve Danish traditions.  Children are 
invited to come in costume.  There are ring toss games and tombola.  Highlight of the day 
is trying to break the barrel.  The winner is crowned "Kattedronning" (queen of cats) or 
"Kattekonge" (king of cats).  The 
children then parade around the Danish 
Home with noise makers and 
sometimes a Pied Piper.  
 
The Fastelavnbolle is the traditional 
Danish pastry for the Holiday. It is a 
sweet roll covered with icing and filled 
with cream. 
 
DANE celebrates the Holiday on the 
third Sunday of February at the Danish 
Home in Edison, NJ.  (a picture of the 
February 2012 celebration is at right) 
 

Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
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Captain Kurt Carlsen, Honored in Woodbridge 
 

Danish born Captain Henrik Kurt Carlson, 
erstwhile internationally famous citizen of 
Woodbridge, New Jersey, was honored on 
Tuesday, January 10, 2012 in a 
commemorative service and dedication in 
the Park named after him in Sewaren, New 
Jersey.  The ceremony marked the 60th 
anniversary of his heroic feat in 1952 to 
save his ship, the S.S. Flying Enterprise, 
which was heavily damaged by a raging 
storm in the North Atlantic west of 
Falmouth, England.  After securing the 
rescue of his 10 passengers and his 40 

crew members, Captain Carlsen, who was 37 at the time, remained aboard on his slowly sinking 
ship, so it could not be claimed for salvage by another company, for 13 days from December 29, 
1951 to January 10, 1952, The ship was then hit by a second storm, and it eventually sank 
minutes after Captain Carlsen was forced to abandon ship.  

Carlsen’s two daughters, Sonia Carlsen Fedak and Karen Carlsen Mueller, now both Michigan 
residents attended along with Woodbridge officials, members of the Woodbridge High School 
band, Danish and US dignitaries, members of the Caroline Seamen’s Choir from Denmark , and 
two bus loads of people who came from ShipcoTransport Inc., a Danish transportation services 
company, located in Elizabeth, New Jersey.  Shipco together with Woodbridge Township co-
sponsored the dedication and 
commemorative service which was 
conducted in Danish by Reverend 
Hanne Thordsen, Denmark.   During 
the ceremony a stone plaque was 
unveiled by his daughters detailing 
Carlsen’s actions. 

Captain Carlsen’s heroic deed has 
been the subjects of two books:  
“Simple Courage: a True Story of 
Peril on the Sea” by Irish writer 
Frank Delaney was published in 
2006, and “Flying Enterprise & Kurt 
Carlsen, Kurt Carlsen’s story of life 
told to Danish writer and journalist 
Bjarne Bekker  was published in the 
fall of 2011. 

Captain Carlsen and his wife Agnes and daughters were residents of Woodbridge for 47 ½ years 
and were very active in their community. Captain Carlsen died in 1989 at the age of 75.  His 
ashes were spread in the Atlantic at the spot where The Flying Enterprise sank.  Agnes moved to 
Michigan in 1992 and died at the age of 94 in 2005. 

Vibeke Aagesen 
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Danish Curiosity 

 
 

 
 
On January 11,2012 search engine giant Google changed its 
homepage doodle to honor Nicolas Steno’s 347th birthday, 
identifying him as the Danish anatomist and father of modern 
geology. The letters G-O-O-G-L-E were formed using rock 
strata and fossils illustrating the principle of original 
horizontality and Steno’s Law of Superposition. He is known 
for these original ideas as well as being a Danish Catholic 
Bishop, scientist and a pioneer in anatomy. 
 
Accomplishments like these came from the questioning mind 
of a man born as Niels Stensen in Copenhagen on New Year’s 
Day 1683 the son of a Lutheran goldsmith who worked for King Christian IV. He had an 
unknown disease and as a little boy was alone a lot.  
 
When he was 19 he began his medical studies at the University of Copenhagen, 
completed them and began his travels to Germany, Italy, France, the Netherlands meeting 
with famous scientists whose influences shaped his powers of observation. Combined 
with his curiosity he trusted what he saw; his discoveries penetrated scientific thinking of 
his time. His heritage is revealed today below the surface of the earth to the stars and to 
the Moon. 
 
A Lasting Legacy 
 
Fair is what we see, 
Fairer what we have perceived. 
Fairest is what is still in the veil. Niels 
Stensen 
 
These words introduce the visitor to The 
Steno Museum in Aarhus. There you can 
find exhibits on the history of science and 
medicine. It has a planetarium and a 
medicinal herb garden. 
 
The impact of craters on Mars and the Moon are named in his honor. 
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The Steno Diabetes Center in Gentofte, Denmark a research and teaching hospital is 
owned by Novo Nordisk A/S and works in partnership with the Danish healthcare 
system. 
 
His theological beliefs and his conversion to Catholicism are recognized in the Catholic 
parish church of Grevesmühlen, North Germany, the Niels Steensens Gymnasium, a 
Catholic preparatory school in Copenhagen, the Instituto Niels Stensen in Florence, Italy. 
In 1988 Pope John Paul II declared his “beatus” the third of four steps to being declared a 
saint. He is now called by Catholics Blessed Nicolas Steno and his feast day is 5 
December. 
 
- Thanks to Meta Rea of Stockbridge, Vermont for her Danish alert! 

 
Joan Seguine-LeVine 

 

 

Danish Genealogy – Jens Peter Jensen (Peter Johnson) 
 
The following is an example from the genealogy database and files at DANE.  It is a 
great example of DANE having some information and then we were able to get in touch 
with descendants who provided great pictures and more information. 
 
Jens Peter Jensen, known as Peter Johnson in the US, was born in 1863 in Randlev, Hads, 
Aarhus, Denmark.  He probably immigrated to the US circa 1879 when he was about 16 
years old.  By 1886, Peter was living in South Amboy, New Jersey.  He married Marie 
Kathrine Nielsen on January 31, 1886 in Our Saviours 
Danish Lutheran Church in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey.  Marie was born in 1864 in Barrit, Bjerre, 
Vejle, Denmark. They had five children. Several of 
their children were baptized in St. Stephens Danish 
Lutheran Church in Perth Amboy. 
 
As with many Danes, Peter had a number of 
occupations through the years.  At various times, he 
was listed as a laborer, a boatman, and in the laundry 
business.  In the early 1900s, he became a South 
River policeman.  His wonderful picture in his 
uniform is at right. 
 
Peter was so involved in the community and always 
in the newspaper.  He even refused to kill stray dogs 
(as a policeman) in South River, even though the 
Mayor forced him to.  He put out a fire in his next 
door neighbor’s house before the fire dept arrived.  He was able to save the woman and 
the house. 
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Similar to many Danes, Peter was active in Danish organizations. In 1933, he was 
President of the Danish Home for the Aged in Metuchen, New Jersey and in 1934, he was 
a trustee. 

The family appears to have lived in the same home at 
142 Jackson Street in South River, New Jersey for 
many years.  A picture of the family home in 1910 is at 
left. 
 
Marie died in 1931 and Peter died in 1939.  They are 
both buried in Washington Monumental Cemetery in 
South River. 

 
In 2011, one of Peter and Marie Johnson’s great granddaughters, Debbie McMurry, 
contacted us.  We were able to provide her with church records and information from our 
database.  She was able to provide us with details on the descendants of Peter and Marie 
and these wonderful pictures.  It was a great example of working together with new 
friends to complete the story of a Danish family! 
 
Wendy Hansen Hudson and Debbie McMurry 
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DANE 
Danish Archive North East 

2012 SCHEDULE 
 
JANUARY 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday, January 14, 2012   10:00 AM 
Genealogy Meeting /Topics for 2012  Sunday January 22, 2012   2-5 PM 

FEBRUARY 
Genealogy/Fastelavn    Sunday , February 19, 2012  2-5 PM 

MARCH 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday, March 10, 2012   10:00 AM 
Genealogy Meeting /Danes in Sports  Sunday, March 18, 2012  2-5 PM 

APRIL 
Genealogy Meeting/Danish Industry  Sunday, April 15, 2012  2-5 PM 

MAY 
Home Memorial Service, Edison NJ  Sunday May 6, 2012  2:00 PM 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday May 12, 2012  10:00 AM 
Genealogy Meeting/Danish Music  Sunday May 20, 2012   2-5 PM 

JUNE 
Grundlovsdag/Danish Home Croton NY  Sunday June 10, 2012 10:00 AM 
NJ League of Historical Societies  Saturday, June 9, 2012  9AM-2PM 
Genealogy Meet/Danish Celebrations  Sunday June 24, 2012  2-5 PM 

 
There are no Genealogy Group Meetings in July & August 

 

JULY 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday July 14, 2012  10:00 AM                      

SEPTEMBER 
ScanFest - Budd Lake NJ   Sunday September 2, 2012  10:00AM- 6:00 PM 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday September 8, 2012  10:00AM   
Genealogy Meet  /Mathiasen & Terra Cotta Sunday September 16, 2012  2:00-5 PM  
OCTOBER 
Genealogy Meeting /Nels Neilsen Alling Sunday  October 21, 2012  2-5 PM 

NOVEMBER 
DANE Board Meeting    Saturday November  10, 2012  10:00 AM 
Genealogy Meet/Political Denmark  Sunday November 18, 2012  2-5 PM 

DECEMBER 
Jule Marked     Saturday December 1, 2012  10-4PM 
Festival of Trees, N Brunswick   Tentative Sunday Dec 2, 2012  2:00 PM 
Jule Fest     Saturday December 15, 2012  2-5 PM 

 
 
All events take place at the Danish Home, 855 New Durham Rd.  Edison NJ 
Unless otherwise noted.  For information call  732-287-6445 
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Øst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is published quarterly.  
DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit organization with offices at 855 New Durham Road, 
Edison, NJ 08817.  
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, either expressed or 
implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any material published in Øst. The material is 
offered for informational purposes only. 
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