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         Nordøst 
                              Danish Archive North East 

             December 2019 
 

 
Hello! 
 
In addition to the President’s letter, there is an interesting article on the terra 
cotta industry where many Danes worked.  We have some Danish Sisterhood 
news and a set of pictures that we would love to get identified. Also included is 
an unusual Æbleskiver recipe (thanks to Chris Svane).   A 1908 newspaper 
article describing the connection of Red Cross Christmas stamps to Denmark is 
also included. 
 
It is the time of our annual fund raising drive.  A page is included requesting your 
support.  We thank everyone for their wonderful support in the past and hope that 
you can consider a donation this year. 
 
If you are in the New Jersey area, please join us for one of the DANE programs 
(schedule at the end of this newsletter).  If you would like to see our museum, 
then please email us at danenj@aol.com and we will be happy to set up a time. 
 
Enjoy! 
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DANE President’s Letter 

 
Kære Alle, 
 
VOLUNTEER…Webster’ s dictionary defines it: As a person who enters or offers 
to enter in any service of his/her own free will. 
 
I need to tell you that DANE has a truly 
wonderful group of dedicated volunteers.  
They give hours of their time researching 
and archiving Danish history, culture, and 
people and their families that immigrated to 
our shores.  Our files contain biographies, 
photographs, and digitized records.  In 
addition we have a large collection of 
information and memorabilia in our 
museum.  If you have questions, need some 
help with your Stamtræ (family history) or 
would like to visit, please give us a call and we can make arrangements for you 
to come.     Tusind tak to all for a great job at DANE. 
 
This is one of the most wonderful times of the year.  It is when families gather 
together for parties and celebrations.  The Danish word is “HYGGE”. A time of 
joy, giving and sharing.  Please join us for a truly Danish Christmas party on 
Sunday December 15th  from 2-5 PM for some of that Hygge.  We will be having 
Smørrebrød, crafts for the kiddies, Danish carols, coffee, and pastries. A letter is 
out to Santa inviting him to join us in our festivities. 
  
We here at DANE would like to wish all a very Happy Holiday Season.  May you 
have a wonderful New Year filled with Joy, Good Health, and Peace in the World. 
 

Glædelig jul og et godt nytår 
 
Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
DANE President 
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Can you help identify any of these photos? 

We have a number of wonderful photos in our collection where we do not know 
who is in the picture!  Can you help identify anyone in these photos? (Many 
thanks to Janice Grace for managing our photo collection!)  Please contact us at 
danenj@aol.com if you can help. 
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FREJA LODGE #36 OF THE DANISH SISTERHOOD OF 
AMERICA AWARDS 3 SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2019 

 
Thanks to generous memorial and general donations FREJA LODGE #36 was 
pleased to be able to award scholarships in 2019 to three deserving high school 
students. 
 
To be eligible a student must be either a member, child or grandchild of a 
member, in good standing  with Sisterhood Lodge #36.  The applicant must 
include a copy of a high school diploma or GED authenticated transcripts from 
high school or college and a 250 word essay on how Danish heritage has 
influenced his/her life, and something about general goals and interests.   The 
prospective recipient of a scholarship must also be accepted and be pursuing an 
education at college, university, trade school or another continuing education 
facility.   For more information, contact Freja Lodge #36, c/o The Danish Home, 
855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817 - Attention: Scholarship Committee. 
 
Freja Lodge #36 meets monthly, except in July and August, at 1 PM on the third 
Friday of the month at The Danish Home in Edison at the address listed 
immediately above.   All interested parties will be most welcome.  
 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Treasurer, Freja #36 
 

 
Newspaper article 

Passaic Daily News, Friday, December 11, 1908 
(from newspapers.com) 

 
The Christmas Stamp 

How Four Hundred Thousand Inch Squares of Paper Made $3000 for Red Cross. 
 
A little red and white penny stamp about the size of a two-cent government 
stamp, with “Merry Christmas” and a red cross among holly leaves upon it – this 
hardly seems like a promising agent to use against tuberculosis. It cannot even 
carry a letter.  How can it rouse public interest and raise funds?  Well, it can. It 
has – and the story of its start is worth telling to all those interested in 
tuberculosis work. 
 
The Christmas stamp in America started in Delaware.  But before that, there was 
a Christmas stamp in Denmark, issued by the government, sold through the post 
offices, and with the king’s head and Jul upon it – the same as our Anglo-Saxon 
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Yule.  Jacob A. Riis wrote an article about this stamp in the Outlook of July 6, 
1908, and urged its adoption in America.  In Denmark its annual sale has built 
and financed a hospital for tuberculosis children. 
 
The Red Cross Society of Delaware, the approval of the National Red Cross, 
decided to try this Danish idea last Christmas.  The postmaster-general was 
asked for leave to sell it in the post offices of Delaware.  But American postal law 
is different from that in Denmark.  Permission could not be given. The Red Cross 
was obliged to plan a different way of reaching the public though the postal 
authorities were encouragingly friendly to the scheme and put no obstacles in the 
way. 
 
Fifty thousand stamps were printed and the Red Cross went to work.  The whole 
community seemed willing to help.  The advertising department of a great 
manufacturing company in Wilmington was put at the disposal of the Red Cross.  
The dry goods merchants gave bolts of muslin to print the street car banners on, 
when the advertising experts had prepared them.  The printers printed the 
posters and banners at cost.  The street cars displayed the advertising banners 
on their fender, day after day.  The bill-posters placarded the town gratis.  The 
banks, department stores and drug stores sold the stamps without commission.  
The school children sold them.  The women’s clubs throughout Delaware put 
them on sale.  Everybody helped. 
 
Every penny from the stamps, after the expenses of printing and distribution were 
paid, was to go to the anti-tuberculosis work in Delaware.  A little sanatorium, 
consisting of a few shacks out in a meadow, and dispensary that had no nurse, 
no drugs, and no milk and eggs, were the whole outfit that the State had so far.  
Most Delawareans did not know anything about modern combat with 
tuberculosis.  They believed it to be non-contagious, hereditary and incurable.  
The stamp astonished, interested, and educated the State.  It sold.  It sold the 
fifty thousand within a week of December the seventh, when the first issue came 
out.  And by that time it had gotten into Philadelphia, the nearest large city, and 
the North American took it up with enthusiasm, selling it from the offices on 
Broad Street, while several large department stores put it on sale.  The 
Pennsylvania Red Cross backed it, and helped to sell it. 
 
One hundred thousand more were printed, but that was not enough.  Two 
hundred thousand followed, the presses running day and night, for Christmas 
was now close ahead. In the short space of that eighteen day campaign, nearly 
four hundred thousand Christmas stamps were sold and nearly three thousand 
dollars of clear profit resulted.  The stamp had proved its possibilities, even in so 
short a space and so conservative a section. 
 
With the money, a big anti-tuberculosis exhibit was brought to Delaware, and 
visited by twenty thousand people in ten days.  The dispensary was equipped, 
and it has been running ever since most successfully.  A nurse was given to the 
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sanatorium, and a thousand dollars set aside as a nucleus of a fund for a better 
hospital. 
 
The National Red Cross has now taken up, formally, the Christmas stamp.  
Designed by Howard Pyle, printed in three colors by the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, and issued by the National Red Cross, the stamp will be offered for 
sale in every State this Christmas season [1908].  It can be procured in any 
quantity from the Red Cross headquarters in any State or the central one in 
Washington, for cash only, at one penny for each stamp.  It will not carry mail, 
but any kind of Christmas mail will carry it, and every cent will go toward 
tuberculosis work in the State where the stamp is sold.  Its educative and 
inspiring value, in Delaware, has been found to be great.  “Good Will to Men” was 
the heading of the posters, all in Christmas red, that announced it.  That is the 
spirit and the message of the Christmas stamp, and that is why the public heart 
has so responded to it. 
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December 2019                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                              WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT           
                                                              
Dear Friend of DANE, 
 
DANE is dedicated to preserving the great history and culture of Danes and their 
descendants.  
        
Our recording and archiving information is done by volunteers who spend many hours 
gathering data.  Our databases contain over 30,000 names. These come from inquiries, 
digitized church and cemetery records as well as many records of Danish organizations. 
DANE celebrates traditional holidays and customs.  We have meetings dealing with 
Danish history and culture.  We also help people with their Danish genealogical research 
both in the US and Denmark. 
         
Money is needed to support our events and work. We are asking you to support DANE 
by making a donation so the Archive can continue our progress in adding to our 
collections and making the public know how much the Danes have done for this country. 
    
Tours are available by appointment.  If you are in the neighborhood give us a call at 732-
287-6445. Need help with family research?   E-mail us at danenj@aol.com 

 
Tusind Tak for your generous past support. With that help, the Archive has grown and 
with your on-going support it will continue to grow.                                                                         
  
We wish you all a wonderful Holiday Season and a great New Year! 
                                       
Glædelig Jul og Godt Nytår 
DANE Board of  Trustees 
 
Donations can be done by PayPal by visiting our Donations page: 
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/Donations.html 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -             
Name:_____________________________________________________ 
Street Address:______________________________________________ 
City, State, ZIP:_____________________________________________ 
Phone:_______________Email address:_________________________ 
Amount enclosed:_____________________ 
 
Please include this form with your donation and send to: 
DANE—Nordøst 
855 New Durham Road  
Edison, New Jersey  08817  
DANE is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization 
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 DANE meetings (2019-2020) – 2-5 PM, except as noted: 

 December 7 – Julemarked, 10 AM - 3 PM  
 December 15 – Julefest 
 February 16 – Fastelavn  
 March 15 – Archive work day 
 May 17 – Archive work day 
 June 28 – Archive work day 

 
Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is 
published a few times a year. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit 
organization with offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2019 DANE 
 
Web page: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/index.html  
Email: danenj@aol.com 
Phone: 732-287-6445 
 
Board of Directors 
Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller, President 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 
Chris Pedersen, Jr. 
 

 
DANE has membership in: 
 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 
 Danish American Heritage Society 
 New Jersey League of Historical Societies 
 Monmouth County [NJ] Genealogy Society  


