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DANE President’s Letter 
 
Today is a sunny Spring day. Daffodils, pansies and the lilac bushes are 
budding. It is really difficult for all of us to smile these days.  I find it hard on dull 
rainy days.  We will have to endure this for a good while yet. I hope you are 
looking out for each other and watching over those who need some help. Tusind 
tak to all the health care people and those who are working so very hard on our 
behalf. 
 
I find it is a time to sit back and enjoy happy memories.  You should do that as 
well.  I am sure you all have past stories and memories of family and friends. 
Write them down and share it with us. Photos would be great as well. 
 
Use the WEB and if you can Facebook to discover interesting things you might 
have never known before.  There is a wealth of information out there for you to 
search.  I truly know that this is not really a time for smiles but a memory or two 
might just help our minds and hearts. 
 
We will get through this if we do as asked to stop the spread of this terrible 
epidemic. 
 
Med Venlig Hilsen, 
Agnes Jespersen Hagmueller 
DANE President 
 
                             Please take the advice of my 4 legged grandson! 
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Can you help identify any of these photos? 

We have a number of wonderful photos in our collection where we do not know 
who is in the picture!  Can you help identify anyone in these photos? (Many 
thanks to Janice Grace for managing our photo collection!)  Please contact us at 

danenj@aol.com if you can help.  

 

 
 

  



 3

  



 4

 

TIVOLI GARDENS 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

 
By Agnes Hagmueller Jespersen 

 
Where the Danes go to play 

 
First called “Tivoli & Vauxhall” opened on 
15 August 1843 and is known to be the 
second oldest amusement park in the 
world. Dyrehavsbakken Park, listed as 
number one is also in Denmark. Tivoli’s 
founder, Georg Carstensen, got a five 
year Charter from King Christian VIII. He 
was quoted remarking to the King “When 
the people are amusing themselves, they 
do not think about politics!” King Christian 
granted Carstensen 15 acres to develop 
the park. 
 
Over 4 million Danes and people from around the world visit the park each year. 
One could spend an entire day filled with music, amusement rides, and eating.   
 
Music is everywhere in Tivoli. In 1843 Hans Christian Lumbye served as musical 
director and composer for the park.  He held that post until 1872. Known as the 
‘Johann Strauss’ of the North’ his musical compositions were light hearted and 
well-remembered over the years. Some of his most notables are the 
“Champagne Galop” and the “Copenhagen Steam Railway Galop” which features 
the sounds of a train leaving the station. 
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A long tradition is the Tivoli Guard which parades throughout the park each 

season. 
 
Many American performers have appeared there. The Danes love jazz. Duke 
Ellington and Louie Armstrong added their special talents on the Concert Hall 
stage. Some of the entertainers who have appeared are John Denver, Judy 
Garland, Benny Goodman, Diana Ross, and recently Josh Grogan.  AND!!! Let’s 
not forget the MUPPETS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE PEACOCK THEATER 

 
The Peacock Theater is home to Pantomime and the antics of Harlequin, Pierrot 
and Columbine.  Over the years Pierrot has been a character in many countries 
of the World.  He is portrayed as a sad clown and has many troublesome 
dealings.  Pierrot is a mime and does not speak during a performance.  At the 
finale he appears before the curtain and the audience will call to him “Speak! 
Speak! 
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The Tivoli Ballet Theater Company is second only to the Danish Ballet Co in 
Denmark.  The Company gives over 300 performances a year. Since 2001 
Queen Margarethe II has been  involved with the Ballet.  She has designed sets 
and costumes for productions of “Thumbelina” and the “Tinderbox”.  Most 
recently she created costumes and stage settings for a full length version of the 
“Nutcracker.” 
 
Now is it time for food?  One wonders when should one eat.  Before or after 
taking in the rides. Tivoli has over forty restaurants in the park.  You can have 
elegant fare, pizza, sushi, frikadeller, hamburgers, fish and chips and of course a 
Biergarten to wet your whistle. 
 

  
 

THE RIDES!!! 
 
Tivoli boasts a large assortment of rides for young and old.  It has one of the 
oldest wooden    roller coasters in the world and is still in operation.  Called the 
“Rutsjebanen” the coaster was built in Malmö over 100 years ago ..1914.  
Himmelskibet (Star Flyer) is one of the world’s tallest carousel.  Vertigo is a flight 
simulator. The Monsoon, the Ferris Wheel, Bumper cars, Fun House and more.  
There are over 25 rides in the park.  
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So after a day of fun, entertainment and Danish Hygge you need to see Tivoli at 
night. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you ever visit Copenhagen, Denmark you must see all that can be had at 

 
TIVOLI GARDENS                                                                                                                             
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The current historic event 
By Wendy Hansen Hudson 

 
Recently, an email was sent out by the Monmouth County, New Jersey Historical 
Association (MCHA).  It said: 
 
“Every day becomes history, though some days are more memorable than 
others. We are living through a historic event that people will be studying a 
century from now. For this reason, MCHA would like to ask YOU to help us 
document your thoughts and experiences during this time through an online 
Google form, which will then be archived under the digital collection  
"Remembering COVID-19." 
 
Answer whichever questions you choose. At the end of the form there is a place 
to upload images that depict the effects this event is having on your community, 
such as empty store shelves, long lines, or even the creative ways in which your 
family is adapting at home to the new social distancing guidelines! With your 
permission, we will periodically share select answers and images to keep us all 
connected during this difficult time. Access the adult form 
here: https://forms.gle/rVqvXdf5JJM2cHVm7 
 
We want kids to participate, too! There is a special form for kids which includes 
activities to keep them busy, such as offering thoughts, advice, and creating 
artwork! Access the children's form 
here: https://forms.gle/VUbyqqXP8u4GcRez8” 
 
If you don’t live in Monmouth County, you may want to check with your local 
historical association to see if they are doing something similar.   We can help 
future historians! 
 
 

Concluding with a Danish joke…. 
 
A Danish road worker was hired to paint the line that goes down the center of the 
road. 
 
The first day he managed to paint 2 kilometers, and his boss was very pleased. 
 
The next day he only painted 200 meters, but his boss thought that he'd probably 
started off too hard on the first day. 
 
But on the third day he was only able to paint 20 meters. The boss called him 
into the office and demanded an explanation. 
 
"Well, you see it's getting so darn far to walk all the way to the paint bucket," the 
Dane explained.  
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DANE meetings (2020): 
 All events cancelled until further notice 

 
Nordøst is the official publication of DANE – Danish Archive North East. It is 
published a few times a year. DANE is a 501(c)(3) licensed non-profit 
organization with offices at 855 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ 08817. 
 
It is licensed under the New Jersey Charities Registration Act. No warranty, 
either expressed or implied is offered for any losses due to the use of any 
material published in Nordøst. The material is offered for informational purposes 
only. © Copyright 2020 DANE 
 
Web page: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~njdane/index.html  
Email: danenj@aol.com 
Phone: 732-287-6445 
 
Board of Directors 
Agnes Jespersen-Hagmueller, President 
Hans Christian Svane, Vice-President 
Wendy Hansen Hudson, Secretary and Treasurer 
Vibeke Aagesen 
Janice Grace 
Ken Nielsen 
Chris Pedersen, Jr. 
 

 
DANE has membership in: 
 Museum of Danish America, Elk Horn Iowa 
 Danish American Heritage Society 
 New Jersey League of Historical Societies 
 Monmouth County [NJ] Genealogy Society  


