
HOUSE OF MEMORIES 
The "House of Memories" log cabin 
was the first building in what was to 
become the Rock County Historical 
Society museum complex.  The 
cabin was built in 1938 under 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
"Work Progress Administration" pro-
gram.  The cabin was built with logs 
from area ranches with the rock 
coming from an area east of Bassett.  
It now houses items typical 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCK COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The beginning seeds of the Histori-
cal Society were planted in 1934 
when a group of citizens formed the 
Old Settler's Organization to pre-
serve and house a permanent col-
lection of materials and objects 
pertinent to the history of our pioneer 
ancestors.  In 1938, the "House of 
Memories" log cabin as a WPA pro-
ject, becoming the first building in 
what was to become the museum 
complex.  Your personal and/or fin-
ancial support is needed to carry on 
the vision of the Old Settler's 
Organization. 

:: NOT OPEN AT THIS TIME ::
 

THE GALLOWAY HOUSE 
This house was one of the first 
houses built in Bassett.  The house 
was built in 1884 and moved to the 
museum site in 1982. 
 

ROCK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
Located on the "High School Hill" at 
the east of Bassett, the school was 
erected in 1926 and was used in 
conjunction with the "new" building 
until 1990. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact the  
Rock County Historical Society 

at 
P.O. Box 32 

Bassett, NE 68714 
or 

Kelly @ (402) 584-3327 
 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE 
ROCK COUNTY 
HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
MUSEUM COMPLEX 
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CHICAGO & 
NORTHWESTERN DEPOT 

The log cabin was the first building 
in the Historical Society complex.  
As interest in the preservation of 
Rock County history grew so did the 
need for a building to house the 
growing collection.  The society pur-
chased the depot from the railroad in 
1968 for the amount of $1.00.  In 
1969, the building was cut into three 
sections and moved for a cost of 
$1,200.00 to its present location.  
The benches and the old pot bellied 
stove in the waiting room occupy 
their original positions.  The freight 
room houses various exhibits of 
Rock County history.  The bricks in 
the walk and the platform out back 
are original to the depot.  A caboose 
and track have been added for your 
viewing.  We honor all of the dedi-
cated people who volunteer their 
time to make the depot/museum 
seem a reality. 
 
 

THE BELLS 
East of the depot is a 
stylized symbol of the 
Praying Hands, designed 
by Tom Galleher to house the 
1889 Methodist church bell. 

……………………………..... 

To the west of the depot is the early 
1900's fire bell that stood atop the 
Carl Stenby Hardware store. 
 
 

BALDWIN-EBERHART 
WINDMILL 

In 1930 Elmer Baldwin built the 
windmill on the Baldwin Farm west 
of Bassett, it would later become the 
Eberhart Ranch.  Using a Model-T 
Ford engine, he mounted the wheel 
on the drive shaft and used the 
brake to stop 
the wheel.  He 
later built the 
current wheel 
and head and 
donated the 
windmill to the 
Historical Society. 
 
 

ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

In 1928 St. Michael's Catholic parish 
donated the church building to the 
Historical Society.  Original features 
of the church include the altar, the 
statues, the pews and kneeling rails, 
and the organ.  The church is consi-
dered non-denominational and is a-
vailable for private use. 
 
 

VALLEY GROVE SCHOOL 
1973 saw the addition of the Valley 
Grove School District #17.  The in-
terior replicates the typical rural 
school of Nebraska.  Various dis-
tricts and persons have donated 
books, desk and other items to make 
it an interesting stop in the complex.  
The school may beused by the local 
teachers as it learning tool and 
experience "a day in school". See 
Kelly at the Whistle Stop for Details. 
 
 

TOWN PUMP 
Located west of the log cabin is the 
pump that was located down town in 
the intersection of Clark and Leg-
nard Streets.  The pump was used 
by farmers, ranchers and towns-
people to wa-
ter horses or 
to get a re-
freshing drink 
themselves.  
In case of a 
fire, the pump 
was operated 
by 4-6 men 
providing 
water for the 
bucket brigade. 
 
 


