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Email:   macombcogg@gmail.com  
Acting Editor: Ann Faulkner 
  
MCGG Officers & Committee Chairman 
Ann Faulkner: MCGG Fri. Meetings 
Sue Hieber, Let’s Talk, Wed. Meetings 
Betty Lou Morris, Treasurer  
Betty Lou Morris, Ancestry Writing Group 
Lisa Eschenburg, Webmaster 
Ann Faulkner, Projects & Research 
Brenda Miller, Library Volunteers 

MCGG Board: Ann Faulkner (Chairman) 
Dianne Buckerfield, Lisa Eschenburg, Sue Harris 
(Secretary), Sue Hieber, Carolyn Horton, Brenda 
Miller 
 
Editor’s Note: Since this Newsletter will be on 
our website, no personal email addresses will not 
be used.  If  you wish to contact any of  the 
Officers, Board Members, or Committees, you 
can use the group’s email address, and it will be 
forwarded to the appropriate person.  Unless 
otherwise stated, all information has been written 
by the Acting Editor. 
 

 
Mark your Calendar 

 
MCGG Holiday Party & Potluck Lunch  Dec. 4th at   Noon. Please bring a dish to pass and a photo or 
photocopy of  a picture of  yourself  as a baby up to 5 years of  age.   Although, not necessary, it would be 
helpful, if  you send a quick note to macombcogg@gmail.com  if  you plan on attending.  
 
 

 
Remote Access to Subscription Genealogical & Historical Databases 

at a Bargain Price of  $20 
 
Mid-Continent Public Library, Kansas City, MO  http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/  offers remote at home 
access 273 historical, genealogical, and other databases, by purchasing a Mid-Continent Public Library card 
for $20.00.  The following are some of  the databases included, but you can view the entire list by going to 
the website above.   
 
America's GenealogyBank 
America's GenealogyBank includes historical newspapers, books, and documents, as well as obituaries and 
the Social Security Death Index, 1937-present. Some of  the newspapers and books included date back to 
the 1600s. 
Digital Sanborn Maps 
Travel back in time with this historical collection of  fire insurance maps created between 1867 and 1970. 
You'll find maps for more than 12,000 American cities and towns. Check to see if  maps are available for 
your hometown, or take a peek at the cities of  your ancestors! 
 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7emimcgg/
mailto:macombcogg@gmail.com
mailto:macombcogg@gmail.com
http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/
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America's Obituaries & Death Notices 
This is a collection of  newspaper obituaries and death notices published since 1980 (exact dates covered 
vary by newspaper). You can search by name of  the deceased, date range, or specific text, such as 
residence, occupation, hobbies, family members, or other personal information contained in the obituary 
or death notice. 
Heritage Quest 
Search thousands of  family and local history books and the complete U.S. Federal Census from 1790 to 
1930. Census records can be searched by name, place of  birth, age, ethnicity, and more. Heritage Quest 
also includes Revolutionary War records, Freedman's Bank, and the PERSI periodical index. 
ProQuest Obituaries 
ProQuest Obituaries offers more than 10 million obituaries and death notices in full-image format from 
historical archives of  national newspapers dating back to 1851. 
Access NewspaperARCHIVE 
Access NewspaperARCHIVE contains tens of  millions of  searchable pages from over 400 cities and 
towns from hundreds of  newspapers dating back as far as the 1700s. The collection includes coverage 
from the U.S., Canada, and the U.K. 
Historical Newspapers 
Historical Newspapers includes the following: New York Times 1851-2005, Wall Street Journal 1889-1990, 
Washington Post 1877-1991, Christian Science Monitor 1908-1994, Los Angeles Times 1881-1986, 
Chicago Tribune 1849-1986, Chicago Defender 1910-1975, Hartford Courant 1764-1984, Atlanta Daily 
World 1931-2003, Boston Globe 1872-1924, Los Angeles Sentinel 1934-2005, New York Amsterdam 
News 1922-1993, and the Pittsburg Courier 1911-2002. 
NewsBank Retrospective 
Read firsthand reports of  recent historical issues and events from over 500 local and national United States 
newspapers (1970-1991). This resource includes selected news articles of  historical interest for a glimpse 
back into history. 
Archive Finder 
Search holdings information from thousands of  archival collections across the United States as well as 
throughout the UK and Ireland. You can read a description of  a repository's holdings to determine 
whether a collection contains material useful to your research, as well as find the information you need to 
contact the repository directly. 
Biography and Genealogy Master Index 
This is a comprehensive index to over 13 million biographical sketches covering both contemporary and 
historical figures throughout the world. 
Newspaper Source 
Newspaper Source provides selected full text for nearly 30 United States and international newspapers. 
The database also contains full text television & radio news transcripts, and selected full text for more than 
200 regional U.S. newspapers.  
Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers 
This historical resource includes digital facsimile images of  both full pages and clipped articles for 
hundreds of  19th century U.S. newspapers. For each issue, the newspaper is captured from cover-to-cover, 
providing access to every article, advertisement and illustration. 
 
The Mid-Continent Library also has a Circulating Library of  over 12,000 genealogy books available free 
via interlibrary loan, which are identified as the Genealogy from the Heartland collection.  See  
http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/genlh/about/heartland.htm  for information.    To identify the books available 
interlibrary loan, go to the Library Catalog:   http://opac.mcpl.lib.mo.us/     Click on power search, then 
series & type Genealogy from the Heartland, next type in your subject, title or author to bring up a list.  
 
To obtain your Library Card for the Mid-Continent Public Library,  to access the databases, send a letter to 
the following address with a check for $20.00 payable to the Mid-Continent Public Library.   Explain that 

http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/genlh/about/heartland.htm
http://opac.mcpl.lib.mo.us/
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you want the card so that you will be able to access their databases.   Include the following information:  
your name, address, telephone number, birth date and email address. 
 
MCPL Administrative Headquarters 
Attn: Assistant Director, Steve Potter  
15616 E. 24 Hwy. 
Independence, MO 64050 
 
I have had a card since November 2008, and have never had a problem accessing their databases. I 
contacted them this past weekend and confirmed that the price had not increased.  Ann Faulkner 
 

Let’s Talk Genealogy 
Second Wednesday of  the Month at 7pm 

  
This last fall the Let’s Talk Genealogy group had some very interesting discussions.  Some members had 
discoveries in their research and shared how they got to the discovery. Sharing their path to the discovery 
might give others ideas to try that direction.   There is so much experience around the room that sharing it 
with everybody is so helpful.   We learn by listening and sharing. 
  
One member had placed an article about her family in the Detroit Society for Genealogical Research 
magazine 20 years ago.  She had holes where she could not find information, at that time.   She now 
discovers, from current research, she can fill up one of  those holes.  She is currently composing a follow 
up article for the magazine about the family. 
  
The meeting place for the Let’s Talk group has moved up to the Local History & Genealogy Room. It is 
very nice place for the meeting.  When needing a suggested book or genealogy web site, the group can just 
turn around and refer to the material in the room.  Everyone can see where the resource is housed in the 
room.   
  
A couple of  members discovered their ancestor was a First Land Owner in St Clair County.   Now they are 
trying to determine exactly where the property is, so they can actually stand on the property. 
  
We have heard reports of  members that have traveled to areas where their ancestors lived.  They actually 
experience the area: walking the sidewalks in the downtown area their ancestors walked, visited churches, 
funeral homes and local shops & parks.  They visited the property where the ancestors live. 
  
These reports inspire others to “step outside the box of  using the Internet” to do research.   Sue Hieber  
 

 
City Directories 

 
Directories are often mentioned at our meetings as one of  the most important research tools for tracking a 
family from year to year.   City Directories are available for all of  the major cities, as well as for some of  
the smaller towns and rural areas.   Attempting to list all of  the directories (free & fee based) available on 
the internet with links organized chronologically by location is the Online City, County, and Rural 
Directories Website maintained by Miriam Midkiff  at http://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/ 
Besides the United States, there are also links to a few directories in Canada and England.    There are also 
links to several articles concerning to use of  city directories.  While, exploring the website, I found a few 
broken links.  At the bottom of  the page the webmaster has a link to report any broken links or send 
suggestions for new listings.  Fortunately, the website, besides providing direct links to each directory, has 
included the source, so you are able to find the institution or website hosting the directory, without waiting 

http://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/
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for the link to be fixed.   This website is being actively updated, and you can also subscribe to the owners 
blog to keep you updated on the progress. 
 
Always interested in Michigan, I found links to 21 Michigan counties, as well as to 6 statewide business 
directories & gazetteers dating between 1856-1875.  Checking out St. Clair County, from the Online 
Directory Site, I found 28 directories listed, 23 of  these being hosted by the St Clair County Library, and 
the other four on a website hosted by Jane Devlin http://dunhamwilcox.net/  
    
To find the directories and other local history and genealogy information from the St Clair Library 
homepage http://www.sccl.lib.mi.us/   you must click on Find Information, and then on    Michigan 
Room.  The direct link is: http://www.sccl.lib.mi.us/michroom.html    Besides images of  the city 
directories, you will find images of  the plat atlases for 1876 and 1894 and the 1884 Agricultural Census for 
St Clair County. 
 
Missing from the Wayne County List are 9 digitized City Directories for Wyandotte and other Down River 
communities such as River Rouge, Ecorse, and Trenton hosted by the Bacon Memorial Public Library in 
Wyandotte.  http://www.baconlibrary.org/  
         
 

Experiences of  a Library Volunteer 
 
Being a Volunteer in the Local History & Genealogy Room of  the Mount Clemens Public Library brings 
many surprises. 
  
On one Monday morning last summer a woman came into the room.  She wanted to find a house with a 
specific address in Mt Clemens.  Seems her grandmother lived there and she spent many days visiting her 
in the house, and playing in the back yard. Grandma had died and she and her parents move away many 
years ago.  The woman has not been back in close to 50 years.   
  
Using the local Mt Clemens map and the Mt Clemens City Directories we found the house.  I took her 
outside towards the back parking lot.  We turned left outside the library and walked down the sidewalk, 
going west.  I then pointed to the white house on the other side of  the fence.  It is the Day Care facility 
right in back of  the Mt Clemens Library building.   
  
That woman studied the building and then started recalling the rooms where she took her naps, the 
grandmothers sewing room, etc.  I could see tears in her eyes as she told me other stories of  the building 
and yard.     
  
She then went to her car, got her camera to take pictures of  the building from all angles.  Before she 
started taking pictures, she went around to the Day Care building door.  She introduced herself  to the Day 
Care Staff  and why she was interested in the building.  She asked to take pictures of  the building and she 
would try not to take pictures of  any of  the children.  The staff  thanked her for asking before taking the 
pictures and gave the OK to take pictures.  Sue Hieber 
 
 
News from the Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter, Spring & Summer 2009 

Archives Acquisitions 
Detroit Recorders Court Criminal Case Files from the 1800s through the 1940s 
Wexford Co Naturalization Records 
 
 

http://dunhamwilcox.net/
http://www.sccl.lib.mi.us/
http://www.sccl.lib.mi.us/michroom.html
http://www.baconlibrary.org/
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River Acres Documentary

 
On July 29, 2009 The Journal for Mount Clemens, Clinton, and Harrison featured an article on a 
documentary for the River Acres Neighborhood of  Mount Clemens that existed before the 1960s.   “This 
area which had severe flooding problems became a permanent home for mainly poor black families who 
had arrived from the south to increase the labor force for the many factories spring up in the area.”   John 
Emerson, a regular member of  the “Let’s Talk” Genealogy Group gave an interview concerning the 
history of  this area.   Malcolm Newton, who is producing the documentary stated that he hopes the 
filming would be completed by October, and that it would most likely be shown at the Mount Clemens 
Public Library, the Anton Art Center and the Mount Clemens High School. 
 
 
 

1st & 2nd Class Passengers Missing 
from the Ellis Island Database between 1897 & 1903 

 
An interested item appeared on the Olive Tree Genealogy Blog on July 11 2009.  For the full article click 
on Anomaly of  Ellis Island Ships Passenger Lists    Although there are exceptions, it appears that “in 
general from in general from about June 15th 1897 until approx. March or April 1903, the lists for first 
class and second class passengers were not collected at Ellis Island and do not survive, so therefore will 
not appear on microfilm, nor in the Ellis Island online database.  So if  you are looking for ancestors and 
you are 100% positive they arrived at Ellis Island between 1897 and 1903, be aware that if  they travelled 
first or second class, you might not find their names.” 
  

 
Help Wanted! 

 
If  you have a basic knowledge of  genealogy, and enjoy helping others, then consider volunteering 
for a couple of  hours a week in the Local History and Genealogy Room.  Applications are available 
from Deborah Larsen.   Training will be provided, and if  you would like to work with one of  our current 
Volunteers for a period of  time, before working on your own, that can be arranged. 
 
Wayne County Vital Records Project.   If  you have excel on your computer, and are willing to do some 
data entry at home, then Brenda Miller can use your help.   Brenda has started a project of  transcribing the 
births, deaths, marriages, and divorces starting in 1939 from the Detroit News into a database, and will 
furnish you with the photocopies and instructions for the project. 
 
Macomb County Obituary Index   To date over 195,000 obituaries have been indexed from the 
Macomb County newspapers.   But, there is a long way to go before we have all the available papers 
completed.   Please consider spending a few hours a couple of  times a month reading microfilm in this 
worthwhile endeavor.   Remember, that this index generates many obituary requests, which results in 
revenue to purchase new resources for Genealogy Room.  Contact Ann Faulkner for information. 
 
Last but not Least.   Please join us at our monthly Resource Sessions on Fridays at 1:00 on November 20 
and December 18, where we are continuing to index the Macomb County Circuit Court Journals for the 
Library website. 
 
 
 

 

http://olivetreegenealogy.blogspot.com/2009/07/anomaly-of-ellis-island-ships-passenger.html
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In Memory of MCGG Members Who Recently Passed Away 

 
Robert “Bob” D. Bauer 

1931 – 2009 
 

One of  our strongest supporters and dear friend, Bob Bauer passed away on June 23, 2009.  Whenever, he 
was able, Bob attended every meeting of  the MCGG.  He was full of  ideas and the first person to ask, 
how can I help?  He also served as the Chairman of  our Ancestral Writing Group and as a Volunteer in 
the Local History Room.   He was the featured speaker at the MCGG’s 30th Anniversary Celebration , with 
his presentation entitled “Putting Flesh on the Bones of  your Genealogy,” and gave another presentation 
to the Group on “How to Write a Family Narrative.”  He also had a session on Ancestral Writing for the 
MCPL Book Fair in 2008, and was a member of  the MCPL Library Board.   The family requested that 
Memorials be given to the Macomb County Genealogy Group. 
 

Patricia Ann Hoffman 
1930-2009 

 
Pat Hoffman passed away on September 17, 2009 after complications from heart surgery.  Until the past 
couple of  years, when it became difficult to her to get around, she attended our meetings quite regularly, 
both the regular meetings and the scheduled work meetings where we indexed local records to help other 
genealogists.   She also helped with data entry from her home.  Always interested in crafts, she especially 
enjoyed our heritage scrapbooking sessions lead by Dianne Buckerfield. 
 

Carleton ‘Bud’ Fuhrman
1921-2009 

 
Bud Fuhrman who passed away on September 25, 2009 and his wife Queenie (his English war bride), are 
long time members of  the MCGG, who attended regularly until Bud’s eyesight failed, and he was no 
longer able to drive.   Bud’s family had deep Macomb County roots.  In 1942, he enlisted in the US Army 
Air Corps. and served as a Fighter Pilot in the 352th Fighter Group, 486th Fighter Squadron of  the 8th Air 
Force.   He fought in the European Air Offensive during the Battle of  Normandy, and  received several 
medals and citations for his service.  At the time we were soliciting funds to add to the Newspaper  
collection at the MCPL, under a matching challenge from Lorelei Maison Rockwell Kennedy, Bud made a 
very sizeable donation, requesting anonymity.   Queenie, who now lives at American House, requested that 
memorials be given to the Mount Clemens Public Library.  
 


