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MESSAGE FROM KAREN HARRIS 
 
FROM THE MESSY DESK OF ANN FAULKNER 
Our databases on the Library website are being well used and have been generating a lot of  research 
requests (and revenue for our Local History Room).   In case you haven’t noticed we have a new volunteer 
in the Library on Tuesday mornings: Gwen Majewski.   Thank you Gwen!   Ruth McMahon, the 
professional researcher, who spoke to our Group on Detroit research a few years ago, very kindly provided 
the MCPL with a copy of  the index she compiled on Wayne County Deaths (excluding Detroit) 1935-
1944.  The original death certificates are in the Burton Historical Collection of  the Detroit Public Library.  
Not only that, but if  you send Ruth the information from the index, a SASE (self  addressed stamped 
envelope),  and $2.00,  Ruth will provide you with a copy of  the certificate.  What a bargain - considering, 
that death certificates cost $22 if  purchased from Wayne County (excluding Detroit) or $26 if  purchased 
from the State.   Detroit death certificates purchased through Herman Kiefer Hospital remain at $17.   
Russ Burns delivered quite a few copies of  his “free” Mount Elliott cemetery book a few weeks ago.   If  
you would like a copy, let us know at any meeting.   He is still working on revising his CDs of  the Mount 
Elliott Cemetery Records for the MCPL.   For Macomb County the MCPL just acquired the “Richmond 
Review” which covers the period of  1911-1939 (& a few other issues).  The remaining issues of  the Mount 
Clemens “Daily Leader” and 4 reels of  the “Utica Sentinel” are on order. New Macomb County resources 
going out to be bound for the MCPL are 8 volumes of  Kaul Funeral Home Records abstracted by Brenda 
Miller and Karen Rogers, and the Cooley Funeral Home Scrapbook 1942-1946 which were indexed Betty 
Lou Morris & yours truly.   For those going on our May bus trip to the Fort Wayne – Allen County 
Library, be sure to spend some time preparing using the PERSI index available online  through Heritage 
Quest, which indexes thousands of  periodicals, all available at that Library.   PERSI is an “untapped 
resource” for most genealogists.  Recent finds for me through PERSI was a Bible record of  my Kentucky 
family which appeared in an Oklahoma publication and a widow’s Revolutionary pension application filed 
in Allegheny County PA Circuit Court.  Since this was for service in the state militia, the records are not in 
the National Archives.   Also be aware that many of  the resources at the Fort Wayne Library, especially 
County records on microfilm, do not appear in their on-line catalog.  There are large collections available 
for the states of  CT, IL, IN, KY, MA, NY, NC, OH, PA, SC, TN, VT and WV, with smaller microfilmed 
collections are available for other states 
 
2005 CHRISTMAS PARTY:  If  you didn’t get to the Christmas Party you really missed a nice event, 
great food and good entertainment.  Karen Hayes used the letters she had from her research of  her gr-
grandmother trying to get her husband’s pension from the Civil War to make a sort of  play.  Members of  
the group read the letters as if  they were the ones that wrote to her; portraying members of  the Pension 
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Board, petitioners on her behalf, and others denying her petition.  It was certainly true to form, much as 
we have all seen in our research, the exasperating task of  trying to get the money we are entitled to.   
 The dinner was delicious; some dishes were from the recipes in our new ‘Heritage Cookbook’.  We 
are all anxious to try some of  the dishes that are in our cookbook.  If  you haven’t received yours yet, they 
are for sale at the desk in the Mt. Clemens Public Library or contact Karen Harris.  We are hoping for a 
good sale to be able to add to the collection in the genealogy library. 
 Karen Harris presented many of  our members  with ‘Certificates of  Achievement’ for all the work 

that they are doing for the 
group.  Here is a photograph 
of  some of  the recipients of  
awards.  Great job all, we can 
do so much when we all work 
together.  Pictured are Karen 
Harris, Bob Bauer, Sue 
Hieber, Karen Rogers, and 
Brenda Miller.  Thanks again 
to everyone who has worked 
so worked so hard to make 
the holiday gathering so 
successful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESEARCHING AT THE MOUNT CLEMENS LIBRARY:  ONTARIO:   We have been 
working very hard on an index to the Canadian resources at the Library.  We think we are almost ready to 
put it on the shelves for use by patrons by the end of  January.  In this index you will find books, films, and 
microfiche.   
 An example of  some of  the subjects you will find is The Christian Guardian books of  Death 
Notices from 1836-1870.  The Canada Christian Advocate, a Methodist publication, has death notices 
covering 1858-1872. There is also a book on Methodist baptisms in Halton County (covering Toronto) 
from 1829-1897 
 There are 41 books of  marriage records from various counties in Ontario.  These records are 
mostly from traveling ministers, covering early years. 
 Seven books on Surrogate court records are available, again, mostly from early years. 
 You might want to check the Historical Atlases that contain plat books on microfiche.   This 
collection covers 27 counties in Ontario and some townships in Eastern Quebec. 
 We have several reels of  censuses for Ontario and many books too.  In our index we have 
combined the census of  books and reels by years.   
 The Ontario books and microfiche will be found in the glass front case.  All films are in the 
microfilm reading room and are in order by year. 
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT:  JEAN TAMBLYN is a true Michigander; born and raised on the east 
side of  Detroit, moving many times.  My ancestors are French Canadian and Irish on my Mother’s side and 



 3

German on my Father’s side.  Mom’s maiden name is Reaume, and mine is Knoth.  I really didn’t get the 
genealogy bug until just a few years ago.  My main interest have been art, music appreciation and piano 
lessons; during my school years.  After business college I started my career with accounting in the “clerk 
records” department, on the 19th floor of  J. L. Hudson’s.  Then I moved up to the Naval Ordence during 
the war.  I moved to California to work at Interstate Aircraft, then returned to Detroit to work at Hudson 
Motor Company in payroll, and accounting. 
 My life then turned to marriage and to Bundy Tubing Company in many stages of  accounting.  
During this time, my interests were photography and cinematography.  The hobby took off  to commercial 
work.  With a 2 year hiatus from Bundy, I formed a company (with a partner) and formed R.T. Studio.  
Some of  my cinematography work was aerial in a helicopter, sitting on the floor with the door open and 
my feet hanging out.    I traveled to Micronesia with my partner and his wife to work.  We took movies of  
Truk Lagoon; the place where Japan had their battleships during WWII. We made movies of  Pompe and 
Guam Islands, going into caves where the Japanese forces had cannons to fight the US.  
 Now all that is behind me, I’ve taken an interest in my roots.  I remember my Mother telling me 
her great-great-something came to the Detroit area with Cadillac to establish a fort.  Starting so late, I find 
I’m the only one who remembers this history and I’m left to record the data on our family.  The Reaume 
family has proven to be very interesting, as my ancestor Robert Reaume, a voyager, came from Quebec 
with Cadillac.  They traveled by canoe to settle in Detroit.  Robert had 2 sons, one of  which was Pierre 
(Peter).  Pierre stayed in Detroit at the fort and Robert returned to Quebec to bring Cadillac’s wife to 
Detroit.  Pierre had a strip farm near the fort. 
 My wonderful husband encouraged me in all my wild trips and together we traveled and played 
bridge. 
 
HOW LONG WILL YOUR CD’S LAST?   Sue Hieber sent a message on the life of  a CD for 
storing your genealogy.  “In a dozen years, those shiny disks degrade to the point where they may be 
unreadable.  In another dozen years, you can’t find a computer capable of  reading them.  A dozen years 
later, they get tossed.  So, in the space of  two generations, they go from being useful, to trash. 
 Hardcopies on good paper with toner (not ink) are a good start.  There will be a huge gap in 
photographs, centered around right now, because all the people printing their photos on their home inkjet 
printers don’t have any lasting way to preserve them.  Say what you want about colorfast inks or whatever, 
but there’s still no substitute for an actual photograph to print.  
 Digital is a great medium for distribution, and a lousy one for archival purposes. 
 WHAT’S NEW ON THE NET:  Brenda Miller sent us information on the Vital Records for 
New Jersey.  All the original records for 1848-1878 are in the possession of the NJ State Archives.  
You contact them for copies of these records at http://www.state.nj.us/state/darm/links/archives.html.  
 Records after 1878 are housed at the NJ Dept. of  Health and Senior Services.  It is their prices that 
have gone up to $25 for a copy.  See their website for information on prices, mailing address, and 
restrictions.  http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/vital.htm. 
 Microfilm copies of  many vital records are available to the public for searching at the NJ State 
Archives.  In person at the NJ State Archives you can search and copy vital records as follows:  Births 
1848-1923   Deaths:  1848-1940  Marriages:  1848-1940.  These copies are still only 50 cents a copy.  If  
you can’t access the archives in person, there are a number of  professional researchers who work at the 
archives on a regular basis.  They can search and copy the records for you.  See the Professional 
Researchers section on www.gsnj.org or The Locate a Member section on www.apgen.org.  There is also a 
list on NJ GenWeb at http://www.njgenweb.org/research/genealogist.html. 
 The cost of  hiring a local researcher may be about the same as ordering from the Dept. of  Health 
– but it’s a heck of  lot quicker and, I believe, that you get much better results for your money.  A local 
professional will know enough to check variant spellings for you and will be more willing to search 
multiple years. (This was sent to Brenda from Joan M. Lowry) 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/darm/links/archives.html
http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/vital.htm
http://www.gsnj.org/
http://www.apgen.org/
http://www.njgenweb.org/research/genealogist.html
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CHANGES IN PRICING AT THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS:  We understand that the prices for renting film at the LDS Library will be going up to $5.50 for 
four weeks instead of  the $3.50 we have been paying for some years.  The LDS says the last raise was in 
1987.  It’s still a deal, you don’t have to pay to travel to another state or country. 
 

NEWS ON SOME EARLY MEMBERS OF OUR GROUP:  Brenda Miller reports that she 
ran into Ginny Polombit, Ginny sends greetings.  Her husband passed away last Sep, and she has 
Parkinson disease.  She now lives in Bon Secours Assisted Living, and likes it.  Bernadette fell and broke 
her hip and is doing well; her husband passed away. 


