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1:00 pm in Library Auditorium

May 06, 2011 - "Researching There While
You Are Here," presented by Karen
Krugman.

Jun 08, 2011 - Annual Summer Pot Luck
and Silent Auction of Genealogy Materials
(Joint Meeting of the Wednesday and Friday
Groups).

Bidding opens at 5 p.m. and dinner begins at
6 p.m. Bring a dish to share

MOCAVO.COM
The world's largest free genealogy search
engine, Mocavo.com, provides genealogists
access to free genealogy content on the web
including billions of names, dates and places
worldwide. Mocavo.com seeks to index and
make searchable all of the world's free
genealogy information. While Mocavo.com
discovers new sites every day, some of the
existing sites searchable on Mocavo.com
include genealogy message boards, family
trees, state and local historical societies, the
Library of Congress, National Archives, Ellis
Island, Find A Grave, the Internet Archive,
various U.S. state archives, and many tens of
thousands of genealogy sites built by
individuals. Similar to other search engines,
Mocavo.com honors site owners by linking
directly to their content.

7:00 p.m. in Local History & Genealogy Room

2nd Wednesday of the month

May 11, 2011 - "Have You Tried ... ? Have You
Seen ...? " Share your favorite sites or new things
you've seen that have helped with your research.

1:00 p.m. Friday Afternoon
in the Library Auditorium

These work sessions will be held on May 20, Jun
24, Jul8 & 22, and Aug 05 & 19. We use this time
to index Macomb County records to create
databases to help other researchers. This is your
chance to give back to the genealogy community
by helping to make Macomb County records more
accessible for everyone.

Do You Have Something to
Contribute to Echoes ...?
Articles for our Quarterly may be sent to
kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net or given to Ken
Kohlmann. They will be included in a timely
manner in subsequent editions.

mailto:kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net


Genealogy Room Volunteer Schedule

Volunteer Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
Morning Ruth Dennis Brenda Barb Ken

Collins Zabel Miller Nicholson Kohlmann
Afternoon Karen Dianne Craig Ann

Brewer Buckerfield Reynolds Faulkner
Evening Lisa

Eschenburg

Since returning to the area and volunteering on Friday mornings, I have been surprised with the
number of first-timers to our Genealogy Room and beginning genealogists who could use a mentor
as they begin their journey.

So I challenge those of you who might have a 3-hour block of time available to give back. Come and
fill one of those empty spots above. You don't have to be there religiously every week. Your
volunteer time can be matched to your personal schedule.

It's time to give back for all the help you've received through the years.

+
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The Annual Genealogical Auction fund raiser
will be held on June 8th

.

Do you have any genealogy periodicals,
books or other genealogical related items
that you would like to donate? You can
being them to any of our meetings -or- drop
them off at the Library anytime. Just mark
them "Genealogy Auction."

"Who Do You Think You Are?" Series back
for 2nd Season on NBC, (8-9 E.T.).

This season's celebrities have been: Vanessa
Williams, Tim McGraw, Rosie O'Donnell, Kim
Catrall, Lionel Richie, and Ashley Judd.

Like our own efforts in tracing our ancestors,
they all had successful outcomes, although Kim
Catralls was what can be called a not so happy
ending in tracing her grandfather.

You can also watch the full episodes at:
www.nbc.com/who-do-you-think-you-arelvideol

The official date for the 1940 Census was 01 Apr 2012, but since that day will fall on a Sunday in
2012, it is unclear whether researchers will have week-end access to film at the National Archives
or will instead need to wait until Monday to satisfy their genealogical curiosity.

+

http://www.nbc.com/who-do-you-think-you-arelvideol


Watch Out for Those Lying
Grandmothers!
My husband's great grandmother, Maria
Emily COOPER-HOSE, told her family that
she was born March 17, 1837 in
Manchester, England and that her parents
were James COOPER and Margrette
CHEML Y. This information appears in family
records and on her death certificate so I
accepted it as true. But when I tried to learn
more about this family I could not confirm
her date and place of birth or find any
information about her parents. Taking clues
from the census and an 1851 ship's
passenger list, I believe she was born in
Ireland but wanted to avoid the stigma of
being Irish in 18th century America. And she
probably altered her date of birth when she
married so that she wouldn't be older than
her husband. I imagine the names of her
parents are correct but try to find a James
Cooper "somewhere in Ireland"! - Betty
Lou Morris

Often it's obvious that family members aren't
liars, they just don't know all the facts.
Although some of us have run into family
secrets or cover ups that become tradition to
save the family from embarrassment. It's our
jobs as researchers to prove or disprove
them as we go.

MORAL: Don't accept family traditions as
Gospel!

Due to significant reductions in the Library
of Michigan's operation funding and
staffing the following changes went into
effect 03 Jan 2011.

1) Materials from the Library of
Michigan's collections will be
available for in-library use only.

2) The Library of Michigan no longer
will borrow materials from other
libraries (interlibrary loan) for public
patrons.

3) The Library of Michigan will not be
a participating MelCat Library.

4) The Library of Michigan will be
open to the public Monday through
Friday, closed Saturday and
Sunday.

Civil War Records Available on
Ancestry.com
As of 07 Apr 2010, the National Archives
and Ancestry.com now have Civil War
Records available online.

+

Macomb Genealogical Group
Surname Index
Dianne Buckerfield is compiling
information on the surnames that our
members are researching. Data forms are
available on our website. Once gathered,
the information will be indexed and added
to our Website. It will help members and
non-members make contact with
individuals who may be researching
common lines, or in common places.

+

Our 2nd great grandfather was found dead
crossing the plains in the library. He was
married 3 times in the endowment house and
has 21 children.
Will you send me a list of all the Dripps in
your library?
I am mailing you may aunt and uncle and 3 of
their children.



NEHGS Moves its Website
The New England Historic Genealogical
Society has left its former website:

www.NewEnglandAncestors.org .
The new website is:

www.AmericanAncestors.org.

+

I Genealogist's Wish List
I want relatives with names like
Rudimentary Montaguard or Melchizenick
von Steubenhoffmannschild, not William
Brown or John Hunter.

I want family members who wrote

I
memoirs, who enlisted in the military as
officers and who served in strategicallyI important (and well-documented)
skirmishes. J
-------~~-------_.. .

Often information provided by another researcher contains errors. I have found more errors in
online information that I care to enumerate. On those sites that have post-it notes, I use them
to notify the contributor of the error. I hope that when notes are found on a site, you take a
long serious look at the data before accepting any of it.

Below are a few blatant errors and humorous items that I found online.

1) Robert Staples, b. 1610, Weymouth, Norfolk, MA.
2) John Tripp, b. Lincolnshire, Northumberland, ENG.
3) John Smith, d. 8 yrs old and never married nor had children (For sure!)
4) John Doe, b. abt. 1641, Downton, Co., Witz, ENG
5) John Perrin, b. 1614, Chelmsford, ENG, mar. 1005 to Ann Hubert
6) Mary Fiske, b. 1570, Christened 20 May 1563.
7) John Wimble (1730/1814) mar. Ann ----- (----/1737)
8) James Barber, b. (1594), immigrated to USA in 1633

Of course, none of our members or readers is guilty of similar errors.

Macomb County Circuit Court
Records Project

The volunteers continue indexing the Circuit
Court Records. For researchers, the
database is now online at:
http://offserv .libcoop. netlmtcfcourtrecords. asp

http://www.NewEnglandAncestors.org
http://www.AmericanAncestors.org.


After compiling data for 50+ years, I had transferred most of my data to my PC. Like a good
researcher, I had backed up most of the major files onto CDs, as well.

About 18 months ago, something moved me to purchase a portable hard-drive. I connected it
to my PC and went about normal operations. About 12 months ago, my inline surge protector
was bypassed and the mother board was fried. The Geek Squad suggested that I leave the
hard-drive with them and they'd attempt to rescue what might be on it. Instead, I brought it
home.

Luckily, my portable hard-drive had done its job and preserved all my files. I still have the
zapped hard-drive, but it's redundant.

How ABOUT YOU? How DO YOU BACKUP YOUR FILES?

In response to those of you who have questions with respect to CDs or DVDs, hopefully the
following will help you with your decision on how to store data.

In general, optical discs have a very long life span. Unfortunately, the exact length of that life
span is a matter of some debate - it depends largely on the quality of the media, this
exposure to any detrimental materials (such as inks or label adhesives that can penetrate the
plastics over time), and its storage condition.

For example, bargain-brand DVDs written on with harsh inks, or cleaned with caustic
chemicals won't last very long. By comparison, a quality DVD, left unmarked and stored in a
clean climate-controlled environment, might last decades. However, even if the media lasted
forever, the advance of technology will eventually render those discs obsolete anyway.

Periodically, you will need to review your storage method and think about transferring your
files to newest storage technologies.

Ontario Digitized Newspapers
About 27 newspapers from the mid-1880s forward are digitized
and searchable on: http://www.ourontario.ca/demo/News.html

Michigan and the Orphan Train
, On 01 Apr 2011, we were pleased to have Arlene Robertson as our guest speaker. She

shared a Video on the Orphan Train in Michigan, answered several questions, and
provided a handout packet for those interested in finding out how it may have impacted
families who descend from the Orphan Train passengers.

http://www.ourontario.ca/demo/News.html


Who·s Who in MCGG?
Dianne Buckerfield
dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com
Board, MCGG Bulletin Board; Surname Project
Lisa Eschenburg letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com
Board Secretary; Chairman Wednesday
Meetings; Webmaster
Ann Faulkner
afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com
Board Chairman, Friday Meetings, Projects &
Research, MCGG Library
Jan Hopp janithhopp@att.net
Library Bulletin Board
Carolyn Horton:
Board, Technical Assistance (on leave)
Kenneth Kohlmann: kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net
Editor, Quarterly Newsletter "Echoes of the Past"
Brenda Miller: brydekirk@aol.comBoard, Library
Volunteers, Funeral Homes Project, Greeting
Cards
Betty Lou Morris: morrisb@libcoop.net
Treasurer; Ancestral Writing Group
Karen Rogers karenleerogers@gmail.com
Board, Hospitality, Special Assignments

Website www.rootsweb.ancestry.comJ-mimcgg
Email: macombcogg@gmail.com
Email: Wednesday Group
letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com

Can't Find an Ancestor in
Census/Directories?
Have you done your homework? Have you
listed ALL of the possible spelling variations
of the ancestor's name? Sometimes you
may have to be creative with the spelling.

At a family reunion, a great aunt asked,
"Have you found anything on cousin,
Maude? Her married name was
DUROCHER like the baseball player. She
moved to Red Lodge, Montana and never
came back."

Unable to find any DUROCHERs in Red
Lodge directories, I decided to contact their
Genealogical/Historical Society. A few
weeks later, a snail mail came back from a
man who said he could be of help. Maude
and her husband had been his closest
friends.

He was curious, however, where I'd come up
with the surname. Their names were:
Christian and Maude DUERRWACHTER.
The sad part of the tale is that had I been
given the name 3-4 years earlier, Maude
could have answered my query in person.

Her maiden name was HOFFMEYER. When
researching in Stratford, Ontario, I found 21
various legal spellings of the name. Again,
have you listed ALL of the possible
spellings?

Givers vs. Takers
For more than two decades, I had a distant cousin working with me building a family history. I
always seemed to be many generators and descendants ahead of her and had much more reliable
information, as well. As soon as I had new information, it was headed west.

About twenty years ago, I began compiling the history/genealogy beginning with my 6th great-
grandfather. I contacted the cousin and indicated that I needed information on her children and
grandchildren. I was stunned when her response came back, 'That's private information, if you
want it, and you will have to contact each one of them personally. " All I had in my records, where
their names and sometimes those of their spouses and their children.

I ceased sharing with her and went online and gleaned much of the so-called "private" information.
Recently when she contacted me wanting an update and copies of what I'd put together, I
responded, 'That's private information." I haven't heard back from her.

mailto:dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com
mailto:letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com
mailto:afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com
mailto:janithhopp@att.net
mailto:kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brydekirk@aol.comBoard,
mailto:morrisb@libcoop.net
mailto:karenleerogers@gmail.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.comJ-mimcgg
mailto:macombcogg@gmail.com
mailto:letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com


Magic Wand
I'll bet that you are one of those genealogical researchers who would love to own a magic wand.
The next time that "brick wall" pops up, take out your magic wand, wave it, and Alakazam! You
have the names, locations, dates, and all the clues to get you into the next generation.

Our Genealogical Group now has access to a "Magic Wand." It can't solve problems or knock down
brick walls, but it can give you copies that can supplement your research.

It is a handheld scanner. If you need a copy from large bound volumes or legal tomes, the "Magic
Wand" is your answer. The Genealogy Room volunteers have been trained in its usage and will
assist researchers in need of the "Wand." Some researchers have already take advantage of this
tool.

Your job is to locate the material you want to copy. Once the material is scanned, the "Wand" is
taken to the Reference Desk where the images will be downloaded and copies made of the
originals. Please NOTE: Images on the "Wand" cannot be downloaded into any of the Genealogy
Room computers. If you bring your own laptop to the library, you can download the images onto
your own hard drive.

It is our hope that this tool will be used by many researchers in the future.

I-Re;~onableness Checks

Say What? Before I explain "Reasonableness Check" let me ask a question. Have you ever
received a GED file and loaded it into your database only to find it was full of errors? Some being

I just simple typos, but more often it is carelessness that permeates the database.
II I use Brother's Keeper 6.4 as my genealogical database software. One of the features that I call
I upon frequently is its "Reasonableness Check." It allows me to set the minimum and maximum ages

of a person at: marriage (i.e. 12/90); and, death (0/99); the father's age at child's birth (14/80);
mother's age at child's birth (14/50); and, the age difference of spouses (0/30). Sound confusing?
It's not! It just sets what we consider as normal parameters. Given that in the 21st Century, the death
age is moving above that 99 years limit, there might be some confusion at this point.

A scan of your database and it establishes a listing of individuals that don't fall within those ranges.
For example: Francis Collins: -2 years at time of marriage (b. 1639, m. 1637). Another example:
Asel Hackett: father died before child was born (d. 1763, child b. 1766).

Sometimes, proofreading doesn't catch all those subtle errors. Then when we share that GED file,
we pass those errors along. I'm certain you've noted such errors in the online family trees that get
published.

So, if your software has this option or something similar, use it OFTEN! It will clean up your errors,
and you won't be passing along questionable information.


