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M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  
E v e n t s  
 
Sep 07 – “So Your Female 
Ancestor Had No Surname,” 
presented by Karen Krugman. 
 
Oct 05 – “Research in Catholic 
Records in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit,” presented by Heidi 
Christein, archivist for the 
Archdiocese of Detroit. 
 
Nov 02 – “Finding Your French 
Canadian Ancestors: Sources 
and Reources,” presented by 
Suzanne Sommerville. 
 
Dec 14 – (starts at 12:00 p.m.) 
Annual Holiday Party and Potluck 
Luncheon – bring a dish to share 
and enjoy some holiday merriment! 

M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  
E v e n t s  

LET’S TALK … GENEALOGY 

7:00 p.m. in Local History & Genealogy Room 

2nd Wednesday of the month 

Sep 12 – “Where Do I Go From Here?” 
Bring research questions, brick walls, or new 
friends to share with the group. 

Oct 10 – “Genealogy Software: A Look at 
Family Tree Maker 2012.” 

Nov 14 – “Back to Basics: Different Types 
and Proper Citation of Sources.” We’ll talk 
about the difference between primary and 
secondary sources and how to cite them 
properly. 

Dec 12 – “The 1940 Census –  “The 1940 
Census – our Finds and Questions.” Share 
your questions or finds in the 1940 census, 
which has been viewable for a little over half 
a year. 

Let’s Talk…. Genealogy is a discussion and 
sharing forum. For more information, contact: 
letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com 

M C G G  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  S e s s i o n s  
1:00 p.m. Friday Afternoon  In the Library Auditorium 

These work sessions will be held on Sep 21, Oct 19, Nov 16 and Nov 30. We use this time to 
index Macomb County records to create databases to help other researchers.  
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Pocahontas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do You Have Something to Contribute to Echoes…? 
Articles for our Quarterly may be sent to kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net or given to Ken 

Kohlmann. They will be included in a timely manner in subsequent editions. 

 

 

The Indian Princess Myth
My wife’s grandmother had a dark completion, wore 
he hair in braids, and was born in Kearney county, KS. 
Her family swore she was Indian, until I came along 
and showed that her parents were both born in 
Germany. Her family still swore but not about her 
ethnicity. 
Family legends and myths pop up in many of our 
researches. It’s usually a Cherokee princess, almost 
never Navajo, Apache, Pueblo, or Lumbee. Native 
American ancestry is extremely common family story, 
and it seems it is always an Indian princess. The 
Cherokee, of course are a large tribe with a diverse 
culture, divided by the Trail of Tears. They 
intermarried widely, perhaps increasing the likelihood 
of Cherokee/white ancestry.  
One reason this princes myth may have evolved is 
prejudice. For those who frowned upon a white male 
ancestor marrying an Indian woman, elevating the 
woman’s status to princess made the truth easier to 
swallow. Keep in mind that a story that says you have 
Native American ancestry may in itself be a myth. 
Even though it is currently an “in” thing to have Native 
American ancestry, just a few decades ago, it might 
have been a skeleton in the family closet. Proving 
certain ethnic ancestry can be difficult because of 
prejudice or popularity toward a culture at any given 
time. Remember, some people who were victims of 
prejudice may have tried to hide their native origins by 
changing their name or claiming a different ethnicity.  
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At a spring meeting, Patty Rice shared one poem that one of her ancestors had written in order 
to preserve family history. She graciously submitted three poems to be place in Echoes… 
Maybe those of you who enjoy poetry can use this as another example of how to share your 
family story with your grandchildren. This is the second installment concludes the poetic tale 
that began in Echoes, Vol. 2, Issue 2: 
 
Now you see, the ice was broke 
And the slapping time became a joke. 
He courted her almost a year 
and the two of them became very dear. 
Iva said she wouldn’t marry a man who would chew 
      or smoke. 
Dudley thought this was a joke, 
So on his wedding day a cigar he did smoke. 
When Iva found out she was very mad. 
She called off the wedding and said he was bad. 
But promises were made and their love was so great, 
They married that day, May 24, 1908. 

Their first year was almost a bummer. 
He had typhoid and nearly died that summer. 
After praying, Iva looked at the sky and saw a cross 
     on the moon. 
To her it was a sign he’d get well very soon. 
His fever was broken before the next noon. 

Then on April 5, 1909, Iva gave birth to a son 
And they named him Wellington. 
Then Bernice came in March 1911, 
Another gift from Heaven. 
In Grand Rapids in April 1913, 
There was another girl, it would seem. 
They called her Pansy – Wellington named her that, 
He drew her name out of a hat. 
No wonder she looked a little sad. 
We hadn’t meant to do anything bad. 

In Casnovia on January 20, 1916, there was another 
     bundle of joy. 
This was Dudley Jr. – a bouncing boy. 
In Muskegon in Mar, 1919, there was another new life. 
This was Arnold, born after some strife. 
Our Family had just gotten over the flu. 
Iva had been in hospital, too. 
When she came home, we wanted to give her a  
      welcome she wouldn’t forget. 
So we made her little handbags and hankies from the 
     cloth she had bought for Arnold’s layette. 
We wanted everything clean and what’s more, 
We scrubbed, poured on lye and took the paint off the 
     kitchen floor. 
No wonder she looked a little sad 
We hadn’t meant to do anything bad. 

Later Dudley bought a house in Muskegon town. 
In June 1922, Glenowyn came around. 
Dudley sold his house and rented a farm near  
     Barryton, 
They figured kids and cities do not mix. 

Dudley sold his house and rented a farm near 
     Barryton. 

Hoping this move would be his last one. 
Iva drove the car and he drove the truck. 
But Dudley Jr., age 11, and Wellington, age 17, 
     showed the most pluck. 
The wagon was loaded with harnesses and tools, too. 
The horses were hitched to it for these boys to  
     drive through.  

It was early March with snow on the ground, 
When they started out for Barryton town. 
It was cold with all this wind and snow 
And nearly 100 miles they did go. 
Life on this farm was a hard lesson, 
But Dudley Sr. made it through the depression. 
Each family member his share, 
And never once was on welfare. 
Billy Keith was born in 1927. 
He died in infancy and went to heaven.  
They wanted another baby which was fine. 
Lovell was born April 1, 1929. 
Jacqueline Jean came May 25, 1931. 
Now they decided their family was done. 
The children left home one by one. 
Mable Monter of Cadillac married Wellington. 

He was a dry cleaner and in Cadillac had his shop. 
He was also in the army for a four year stop. 
He was a man with high aim, 
Because he flew his own airplane. 

Pansy married George Coon with three children in 
     1935. 
Inside of 13 years, five more did arrive. 
After 20 years, they both had had enough, 
So in 1957, Pansy married Lewis Huff. 

Lloyd Mylerberg, Bernice thought was the best. 
In 1936 she married him, had three children and 
     then moved west. 
After his death, she married another one 
And now Charles Miller has passed on. 

Dudley married Dorothy Chapman in 1937. 
After raising two children, he, too, has gone to heaven. 

Margaret Butts, Arnold did marry. 
They had one son, but now in Florida they do tarry. 

Glenowyn married Wm. Jones, 
And in Clio, with three children make their home. 
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Margie McDaniels, Lovell chose for his wife. 
After four children, cancer took his life. 

Dudley Sr. died of a stroke in 1947, 
And 1972 Iva passed on to Heaven. 
Dudley Jr. was a chicken man, sold real estate, and 
     of course like his father had a love for the horse. 
As long as he was able, He had his own racing stable. 
Needless to say, but we were all very blue, 
When he had a stroke and death took him in May,  
     1972. 

Arnold, a dry cleaner, had his shop in Manistee. 
He also had a restaurant there, you see. 
After retirement, he played golf in Florida. 
He was musical and liked to sing. 
He organized a Barbershop Quartette thing. 

Lovell served in the U. S. Army. 
A physicist he came to be. 
He also invented a new kind of arrow and bow, 
When at 42, God said it was time to go. 

Jacqueline, the last of the pack, 
Fell for a Hosler by the name of Jack. 
He was tall and very slim 
And she just thought the world of him. 
It made us all very nervous 
As he was in California in the service. 
Mom thought she’d never get any rest 
If she didn’t let her girl go west. 
So in California she married her jack; 
When about a year or so later they both came back. 
She gave birth to a little one 

And two years later gave birth to a son. 
Now they wanted to make a mint, 
So they left Barryton and moved to Flint. 
They knew the riches were just a maybe, 
But one thing certain was another baby. 
Now they’re happy as can be – she teaches and 
     he’s in T.V. 

Bernice, Pansy, Jacque and Glen 
Each had similar yen. 
As they didn’t want to be leechers, 
They became different kinds of school teachers. 

This family all meant much to each other. 
Their love abounded – parents, sisters and brothers. 
Though hardships we’ve all had to bear, 
But the name of TICE, we were proud to wear. 
I’ve given you this history here, 
So try to remember it throughout the years. 

 
 

In the spring of 1926, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macomb County Obituary Index 
Mount Clemens Public Library and the Macomb County Genealogy Group are pleased to 
announce an update to the Macomb County Obituary Index. The update adds 8,140 new 
records to the database, making a grand total of 217,651 obituary index records on file. Our 
thanks go out to the following volunteers who have contributed to this update: Geraldine 
Carrick, Janith Hopp, Herb Savage, Mary Freer, Karen Brewer, Sue Long, Craig Reynolds, 
Dianne Buckerfield and Ann Faulkner. Without the generous efforts of these volunteers, we 
would not be able to make this valuable resource available to researchers everywhere at no 
cost. 
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Family Search 1940 Census Project 
According to the Family Search blog, indexing for the 1940 Census Index is complete. 
However, the process takes some weeks to actually post all the newly indexed data. On 
August 6, they posted 6 new states: Arkansas, Washington DC, Missouri, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. They expect to have two more releases before the end of 
the month, at which time the entire census index will be posted as a searchable index. The 
direct website is https://familysearch.org/1940census/ 

The MCGG would personally like to thank all 30 of our members that participated in this 
project. As a group we indexed 91,083 records and arbitrated 23,768 others. The top 10 
indexers were: Gail Schulte with 26,216, Marilyn Belasco 18,558, Jan Hopp 14,508, Brenda 
Miller 11,540, Ann Faulkner 8078, Maryann Judge 5320, Barbara Jetmore 4165, Michele 
Bertolino 3487, Suzanne Harris 3262, and Diane Sacker 2721. Others participating were: 
Marijane Presar, Kathleen Snyder, Ken Kohlmann, Dianne Buckerfield, Karen Harris, Elaine 
Wagner, Jerry Malburg, Karen Turner, Karen Current, Sandi Miski, T K Sand, Amanda 
Moss, Debbie Vercellone, Melanie Messens-Paunch, Bob McGarry, Sharon Sugamosto, 
Nancy Washburn, Gerry Carrick & Shirley Eschenburg. 

All of you are welcome to continue indexing on whatever project appeals to you. The MCGG 
Indexing Group will be kept intact for all future projects that you might like to participate in. 
The next big community project for FamilySearch will center in immigration and 
naturalization records. If anyone is interested you can open up your Indexing Program and 
take a look at the training material they have to offer.   Also available for indexing are 
batches of the Michigan Death Certificates 1821-1952.  Contact Ann, if you are not a part of 
the indexing group, but would like to participate now. 

1940 CENSUS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 
I was an indexer for the 1940 Census and expected things to be perfect…. Well almost! 
Pulled up my family and lo and behold, they’d murdered my mother’s name. Can’t blame 
the indexers though. They were two separate individuals and most likely an arbitrator who 
looked at the name. The enumerator had misspelled her name, and then wrote over the 
original entry. Not a clear entry by any means. 

Mom’s name was “Vuriel” which rhymed with Merle. 

I immediately made a correction to the file. In my haste, however, being as human as 
those who went before, I misspelled her name…. so I had to entry a second correction. I 
was able to list the source as “I’m her son.” I hope that’s good enough. 

If you are using the Ancestry.com version of the index, just follow the directions to make 
corrections. 
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What’s in a Nickname? 
A nickname is "a usually familiar or humorous but sometimes pointed or cruel name 
given to a person or place, as a supposedly appropriate replacement for or addition to 
the proper name", or a name similar in origin and pronunciation from the original name. 

In the next few issues, we will list common nicknames and their given name 
equivalents. This list is a compilation of several lists, yet may you may have come 
across nicknames that aren’t included. If you submit them to the editor, they will be 
added into the final list. 
NICKNAME NAMES 
Ab, Abbie, Abbey, Abby Abigail, Abner 
Abe, Abram Abel, Abraham 
Ad, Ade, Addie, Addy Adalaide, Adam, Agatha 
Ada, Adela, Aline Adaline, Adelaid 
Adolph Adolphus 
Ag, Aggie, Agnes Agatha, Agusta, Augustina 
Al, Alf, Alfie Albert, Alonzo, Alphonzo 
Albert Adelbert 
Alfy Alfreda 
Algy Algernon 
Ali Alison 
Alicia Alice 
Aline Adaline 
Alec, Alex Alexander, Alexandra 
Alla Alexandria 
Allie Alberta, Almena 
Ana Anastasia 
Andy Andrew 
Angela  Angelica, Angelina, Angeline 
Ann Agnes 
Anna Annette 
Ansel Anselm 
Antonia Antoinette 
Ara Arabella 
Archie Archibald 
Arie Arielle 
Arnie Arnold 
Art Arthur 

 

(to be continue) 
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Have you ever been confused by the ages of your ancestors reported in the 
Federal Censuses? One female ancestor aged only 30 years in 40 years of 
censuses. In each record after the first, she only aged about 7-8 years. I 
blamed it on vanity, then thought maybe the husband or kids didn’t really 
know her age, and finally blamed it on the three enumerators.  
While working on my grand-kids French Canadian ancestors, I found the 
following: The census of 1666 had been redone the following year because 
it was considered to be inaccurate as well as incomplete. In 1667, the 
BRASSARDs had moved to Sillery. [Antoine] had aged normally by one 
year, but his wife now showed 54 years, nine years older than the 
preceding census. The sons had all aged by two years, but three years had 

been added to their daughter’s age. Well, that seems to explain while adding to the problem. 

 
Roseville Family History Center 

12 Mile Rd. 586-773-4560. The hours have been reduced. It is currently open 
on Tue 6-9 pm, Wed 3-9 pm, & Thur 10-9. You no longer order films at the 
Center. Go to https://www.familysearch.org/films. The first thing you do is 
create an account if you do not already have one. Then you order your films 
using Visa, Mastercard, debit or prepaid cards, or Pay Pal. Don't forget that 
the center has a lot of films on permanent loan, so call the Center and make 

sure that it is not already there. Also the MCPL does have a list of films & fiche on permanent loan, 
but it is somewhat outdated. The cost per film is $5.50, but you can keep it at the Center for 2 
months. 
 

Not Sure of Recorded Dates 
 
When working from the data of other researchers, I’ve questioned the format in which the dates 
have been recorded. If the material contains several dates it often becomes evident that the month 
and day have been freely interchanged in some cases. It is especially important to follow 
genealogical standards when recording dates as the usual way that you enter a date may be 
different from the standard date format in another country or a different time period. 

*genealogy software programs may have somewhat different standards for recording dates. Many 
will allow you to record them in the format of your choice and will still allow you to print out charts 
and forms with the standard genealogical format. 

1. When recording dates, use the accepted European standard of DAY, MONTH (spelled out) 
and four digits YEAR. This is different, for example, than most Americans are used to entering 
dates. Do not enter dates using a number format. If you enter a date as 02/01/01, people will 
not know if you meant February 1 or January 2 or if you meant 1801, 1901 or 2001. Example: 
30 June, 1993 

2. It is usually standard practice to spell months out, but there are also standard abbreviations 
which may be used. May, June and July are usually not abbreviated. Examples: Jan. Feb. 
Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
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3. Sometimes you may only have an approximate date and you want to indicate that it is not 
exact. You may specify an approximate date as either "about" (abbreviated bat) or "circa" 
(abbreviated ca. or c.). Examples: c. 1850, bat December 1850 

4. If you know an event occurred before or after a specific date (i.e. you know your ancestor 
was still living at the time he wrote his will), you might preface the date as bef. or aft. In your 
records. Example: aft. 19 January, 1771 

5. If you are unable to determine an exact date that an event occurred, then try using the 
records to narrow it down to a specific span of time (i.e. it's a logical assumption that your 
ancestor would have died between the date a will was signed and the date it was admitted to 
probate). Record the time span using the abbreviation bet. (Between) followed by the dates (in 
standard date format) with a hyphen between them. Example: bet. 13 Apr. 1789 - 3 May 1880 

6. If you find a date in a record which may have multiple interpretations, what should you do? 
The best method is to enter it exactly as it was written. You can add your interpretation of the 
date, such as expressing it in the traditional format, by enclosing it in square brackets [ ] 
following the original date. Example: 02/01/01 [2 January, 1901] 

 

HOW DO YOU RECORD DATA? 
While searching the Family Trees, Ahnentafels, and Family Histories, do find idiosyncratic jottings 
of the researchers? They usually are abbreviations that they have created for themselves. Later, 
when they publish their databases, they forget no one else understands their records. 

While searching French-Canadian families the following abbreviation was used: 

Frs Mre 
After reviewing the family lines forward and backward, it was decided that they stood for: 

Francois Marie 
If we are really proud of our Ancestors, then we should make certain when reproducing online in 
hardcopy, either produce a List of Abbreviations, or make certain all names, and locations are 
spelled out. 

WAR SERVICE RECORDS 
 

Track your family’s military service using the following Chart and Timeline: 

 

If their birth year is…                   Look for record of the    
   1726-1767   Revolutionary War (1775-1783) 
   1762-1799   War of 1812 (1812-1815) 
   1796-1831   Mexican War (1861-1865) 
   1811-1848   Civil War (1861-1865) 
   1848-1881   Spanish American War (1898) 
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   1849-1885   Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) 
   1872-1900   World War I (1917-1918) 
   1877-1925   World War II (1941-1945) 
   1900-1936   Korean War (1950-1955) 
   1914-1955   Vietnam War (1964-1972) 

In 1980, when preparing to give a talk with regards on using War Records to track one’s ancestor, 
I was surprised to find out how many different wars had been fought in American history. I decided 
to create a pie chart showing how long each individual war lasted, and how many of them 
overlapped one another. Seeing it had been 360 yrs since the landing at Plymouth, I could assign 
1° for each year of the War. That chart has long since disappeared. 

As can be seen following, our military personnel have been deplored to small skirmishes, peace 
keeping, and long-term service since our beginning. 
1622-1644 Powhatan Wars 
1637  Pequot War 
1675-1676 King Philip’s War 
1676  Bacon’s Rebellion  
1677-1679 Culpepper’s Rebellion 
1689-1691 Leisler’s Rebellion 
1689-1697 King William’s War 
1702-1713 Queen Anne’s War 
1711-1713 The Tuscarora War 
1715-1716 Yamasee War 
1739-1742 War of Jenkins’ Ear 
1744-1748 King George’s War 
1754-1763 French & Indian War 
1760-1762 Cherokee Uprising 
1763-1766 Pontiac’s War 
1763-1764 Paxton Boys Uprising 
1765-1766 Stamp Act Revolt 
1768-1771 Regulator War 
1770  Boston Massacre 
1773  Boston Tea Party 
1774  Lord Dunmore’s War 
1775-1783 American Revolution 
1786-1787 Shay’s Rebellion 
1790-1812 Ohio Valley Campaign 
1794  Whiskey Rebellion 
1798-1800 Quasi-War with France 
1800-1865 US Slave Rebellions 
1801-1805 First Barbary War 

1812-1814 War of 1812 
1815  Second Barbary War 
1817-1818 First Seminole War 
1832  Black Hawk War 
1835-1842 Second Seminole War 
1836  War of Texas Independence 
1838-1839 Trail of Tears 
1838-1839 Aroostook War 
1839-1846 Anti-rent War 
1842  Dorr Rebellion  
1846-1848 Mexican War 
1864-1868 Navajo Wars 
1864-1858 Third Seminole War 
1857-1858 Utah Wars 
1859  Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry 
1860-1900 Plains & Western Indian Wars 
1861-1865 American Civil War 
1866-1871 The Fenian War 
1885-1860 Bloody Kansas 
1893  Intervention in Hawaii Rev. 
1898  Spanish-American War 
1898-1934 The Banana Wars 
1898-1899 Intervention in Samoan CW 
1899-1902 Philippine Insurrection 
1900  Boxer Rebellion 
1901-1913 The More Wars 
1903  Intervention Panamanian Rev 
1914  Occupation of Vera Cruz 



Echoes From Our Past  10 

1916-1917 Pancho Villa Expeditio 
1917-1918 World War I 
1919-1920 Russian Revolution 
1941-1945 World War II 
1950-1953 Korean War 
1958  Intervention in Lebanon 
1964-1972 Vietnam War 
1965  Intervention in Dominican Rep 
1981  Libya Conflict 
1982-1984 Intervention in Lebanon 
1983  Invasion of Grenada 
1986  Libya conflict 
 

1987-1988 Tanker War 
1989  Invasion of Panama 
1991 Second Persian Gulf War 
1991-2003 Iraqi No Fly Zone War 
1992-1994 Intervention in Somalia 
1994-1995 Bosnia 
1994  Occupation of Haiti 
1999  Kosovo War 
2000  Afghanistan War 
2003-2011 Operation Iraqi Freedom 
2004  Intervention in Haiti 
2011  Libyan War 
 

 

Who’s who in MCGG? 
Dianne Buckerfield  dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com   Board, MCGG Bulletin Board; Surname 
Project 
Lisa Eschenburg letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com   Board Secretary; Chairman Wednesday 
Meetings; Webmaster 
Ann Faulkner afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com   Chairman of the Board, Friday Meetings, 
Projects, Research, MCGG Library, & FamilySearch Indexing 
Jan Hopp janithhopp@att.net   Library Bulletin Board 
Kenneth Kohlmann: kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net Editor, Newsletter “Echoes of the Past” 
Brenda Miller: brydekirk@aol.com   Board, Chairman Library Volunteers, Funeral Homes Project, 
     Greeting Cards 
Betty Lou Morris: morrisb@libcoop.net Treasurer; Chairman Ancestral Writing 
Karen Harris: 19karen42@comcast.net Board, Hospitality, Special Assignments  
 
   Website  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mimcgg 
   Email: macombcogg@gmail.com 
   Email: Wednesday Group letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com 
 
 

Need Help with your Research? 
  
MCGG Library Volunteers are available: 
 
Monday:   Gail Schulte (am) 
Tuesday:   Dennis Zabel  (am)  &  Lisa Eschenburg  (evening) 
Wednesday:  Brenda Miller  (am)  & Dianne Buckerfield  (1-3) 
Thursday:  Barbara Nicholson  (am)  &  Craig Reynolds (3-6:30) 
Friday: Ken Kohlmann  (am) 
Sunday: Ann Faulkner (1-5 after Labor Day)  


