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M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  
E v e n t s  
June 13 – Annual Pot Luck and  
    Silent Auction of Genealogical  
    Materials (joint meeting of the  
    Wednesday and Friday Groups). 
 

Bidding opens at 5 p.m. 
 

Dinner begins at 6 p.m.  
Bring a dish to pass. 

M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  
E v e n t s  

LET’S TALK … GENEALOGY 

7:00 p.m. in Local History & Genealogy Room 

2nd Wednesday of the month 

Jun 13 – Annual Summer Pot Luck and Silent  
     Auction. (Details at left.) 

Let’s Talk…. Genealogy is a discussion and 
sharing forum. For more information, contact: 
letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com 

 

Do You Have Something to Contribute to Echoes…? 
Articles for our Quarterly may be sent to kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net or given to Ken 

Kohlmann. They will be included in a timely manner in subsequent editions. 

 

M C G G  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  S e s s i o n s  
1:00 p.m. Friday Afternoon 
In the Library Auditorium 

These work sessions will be held on May 25, Jun 22, Jul 6 & 20, and Aug 3 & 17. We use this 
time to index Macomb County records to create databases to help other researchers. This is 
your chance to give back to the genealogy community by helping to make Macomb County 
records more accessible for everyone. 
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At a spring meeting, Patty Rice shared a poem that one of her ancestors had written in 
order to preserve family history. She graciously submitted three poems to be placed in 
Echoes… Maybe those of you who enjoy poetry can use this as another example of how to 
share your family story with your grandchildren. This is the second installment: 

 
Now listen, Grandchildren, and you shall hear, 
Some more of the story I was telling you last year. 

Last year it was the Chaffees, but isn’t this nice? 
Now I’ll tell you about your family name, Tice. 

Joost Heirich Theis from Germany came. 
He was a palatine and Joost Henrich 
 might have been his name. 
He wanted to go to the New World. 
So he left Germany with three boys and three girls. 

No ship went there from Germany, 
 so he had to go to England, you see. 
In England he registered them all on the 
 Fourth List of the Palatines. 
He was 50, daughters 18, 12, 5, sons 16, 11, 
 and 7, in the year 1709. 
When probably Henrich, did arrive. 
The ship must have been terrible late 
As for poor old Joost, it just wasn’t to be,. 
This 76 year old man died and was buried at sea. 

It appears without a doubt, 
That the next generation has been left out. 
The record doesn’t give the name of the son, 
But probably he was the youngest one. 

He would have been about 33, 
And probably had his family. 
This history is a little dim, 
But he probably had 5 children with him. 

When Joseph Henry Tice was 50 
 (He was the oldest son), 
He deemed that his service in the  
 American Revolution was done. 
He had married earlier in life, 
 and Anna Sensebaugh was his wife. 
They had seven children – one was Henrich or Henry 
Who served in the Revolutionary. 

Henry was born in 1761. 
When at age 16, his military service begun. 
His military record has said 
That his first term was served in his father’s stead. 

Now Huldah VanGorder was Henry’s second wife. 
They had twelve children to bless their life. 
They were Jennie, Mary, Anna, and John, 
David, Jacob, Philip, Betsey, and Solomon, 
Hannah, Lucretia, and Catherine, 
Who was born in 1819. 

 
Macomb Genealogical Group 

Surname Index 
 
The MCGG Surname Project is now up on our 
website. Thanks to Dianne and Lisa. You can 
search it by either surname or locality. There is 
a hardcopy in the Genealogy Room at MCPL. 
 
You can also add to the list at anything time by 
contacting Dianne at: 
ancestorhunter29@gmail.com. 
 
The more that participate, the more effective it 
will be. The format to submit your surnames is 
on our website at 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mimcgg/index.html. 

 

Footnote.com is now 
Fold3.com 

 
Footnote.com has changed its name 
to Fold3.com. The new name refers to 
the third fold on the folded US Flag, 
which honors military veterans. 
Although, all content currently 
available such as the Detroit City 
Directories will remain on the sire, 
their focus going forward will be on 
historical US Military records, 
including pension applications. The 
address is www.fold3.com. 
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Solomon the I’s second wife was Elizabeth Hart. 
They began having children right from the start. 
They kept on coming until there were thirteen, 
But there were two sets of twins in between. 

Now Solomon I, got around quite a bit. 
He had a daughter who was illigit. 
As she didn’t have the name of Tice, 
She married a man by the name of Rice. 

She used to write to Solomon, the second. 
He was her half-brother, I reckoned. 
Solomon I, supported her until she was grown. 
That’s all about her that is known.  

Solomon and Elizabeth lived in Ontario  
 for nigh on 20 year. 
Six of their children were born here. 
In 1846, they moved to the town of Yale, 
Where they had 8 more children without fail. 

His sons, Jonathon and Henry P. 
Became Civil War soldiers, you see. 
In 1865, Henry P. married Delilah Radley 
 and they moved to Tennessee. 
There they had eight kids, including triplets – 
 two of them died in infancy. 

Now Henry was agile and trim. 
Physically no man could get the best of him. 
But, alas, he got the measles – 
They wanted to glorify their name, 
And heard that Henry had fighting fame. 

They called on Henry P. 
Who was sick in bed, you see. 
They dared him to get up and fight, 
Even though Delilah told him he could ruin his sight. 

But this is no fable, 
He fought both men before he was able. 
He shook them up and knocked them down, 
And pounded their heads into the ground. 
Til they agreed that he was the best fighter all around. 

He crawled back to his bedroom, 
But it seems that he was to meet his doom. 
He had a relapse of the measles. 
His death came at night or noon 
And Delilah was a widow very soon. 

Her heart was full of woe. 
She didn’t know just where to go. 
She knew she should leave her home in Tennessee, 
But should she go to her people in Canardy? 

Henry’s folks lived in Michigan way up north. 
Now just what could this move bring forth? 
She was so full of confusion and lamentation, 
Even when she took her children  
 to the railroad station. 

Only she knew how she loved that man. 

So she said, “Give me tickets to Michigan.” 
Before she met all of Henry’s clan, 
She vowed she could never love another man. 

However, in Michigan, she did marry another. 
It was Solomon, the second, Henry’s younger brother. 
This really made a good match. 
For she was a widow and he was a batch. 

Although his face might give you a scare, 
He compensated with beautiful curly hair. 
He had no eye lashes and his eyes were red-rimmed. 
Naturally his sight was a little dimmed. 
In later years he had cataracts on both eyes. 
But all his life he was wondrous wise. 

They both were members of the Free Methodist  
        Church. 
And in the Amen corner they did perch. 
My mother did tell me 
That a more religious man she never did see. 
He was gentle, he was kind, 
And God-fearing all the time. 
They married, and in time to come 
They had Dudley Van Gordon,  
 their only child and son. 

Delilah was short in stature and a little fat, 
and to church, she always wore a hat. 
The preacher would preach and all said, “Amen.” 
The Spirit to Delilah would enter in. 
She would holler “Glory! Glory!”  
 and around and around she would spin. 

In later years upon her death bed, 
“I see the Herald Angels coming,” 
 were the last words she said. 

As all pioneers were very poor, 
Christmas for the children was the strangest o’er. 
They weren’t like those of you and me, 
They never had a Christmas tree, 
But when they got up on Christmas morn, 
They’d find a big dishpan of fried cakes, 
 the table adorned. 
This was such a treat! 
They could have all they could eat. 

To say Dudley was favored is probably putting it mild. 
He was the youngest and Solomon’s only child. 
Whenever his brothers and sisters went any place, 
He cried to go, so they him Blatterface! 

When Dudley was young he was quite a flirt. 
One evening when he was out looking for a new skirt, 
Iva Chaffee and chum were passing by, 
And I swan, she did take his eye. 
He took hold of her arm, 
He was so taken by her charm. 

She didn’t like this a little bit, 
And across his face, she did hit. 
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He was never a man to shirk, 
So off to Chicago he went to work. 
He came home a year later all spic and spandy. 
He was just a regular dandy. 

Now Iva liked him an awful lot, 
But was sure he remembered that terrible swat. 
She and her chum went berrying 
and walked down the railroad track. 
They decided to go by his place on the way back. 
But Iva fell and tore her shoe. 
Now what in the world was she to do? 
Dudley was in his yard chopping wood, 

Now listen, this is really good. 
Dudley heard her girlfriend shout, 
So he came running out. 
He fixed her shoe with a safety pin. 
He was so kind, that she really liked him. 

 

[Due to the length of this poem you’ll have to 
read the next issue to find out what happened 
to Iva and Dudley.] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Be Named 
 
Have you ever questioned the location listed for an ancestor by other researchers?  
When I was a “newbie,” I visited a family cemetery plot in Racine, WI. I was in awe of the 
tall family monument. There were so many family members buried there, that I walked away 
without copying the inscription (in German) on the stone. 
I asked relatives what it said, and was told, “It is John’s favorite Scripture.” 
About a decade ago, I had a cousin return to the cemetery and copy the information. To my 
surprise, it wasn’t Scripture but instead the date of birth, birthplace, death date.  
My advice: Copy or Photograph any and all tombstone information. Then translate it when 
you get home. 
Now, let’s get back to my question. In researching my g-kids, I came across birthplace 
locations (1 & 2) and one surname (3) for their German ancestors listed as: 

1) Evangelisch-Reformierte, Hornbach, Pfalz, GER. 
2) Papiermuhle, Kiserlautern, Rhein-Pfalz, GER. 
3) Johann George Nickel Schunk Gemeindsmann,  

Recalling my High School German, though rusty, and turning to Babel online, I found that 
“Evangelisch-Reformierte” meant “Protestant Reformed;” therefore, this most likely 
identified a baptismal location. “Papiermuhle” translated as “paper mill” identifying a 
profession. And, “Gemeindsmann” translated as “parish” which was definitely not a 
surname. 

MORAL: Be careful and get a good translation of foreign or archaic words. 
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Moving Map of the United States 
 

This site contains moving maps of the country, showing 
it from the beginning of the 13 states and to the 
present. It includes the acquisitions from England and 
Spain, the Slave states, the Free states, a segment on 
the Civil War, etc. It also shows the Indian Nations as 
they were during the Indian Wars: Modac, Miwok, 
Mujave, Nez Perce, Flat Head, Crow, Cheyenne, 
Arapaho, Navajo, Apache, Dakota, Sioux, Kiowa, 
Wichita and Commanche.  
 http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html 

 

 
 

Preservation & Sheet Protectors 

The following information comes from the Weekly Genealogist Vol.14 No.37 Sept 14 2011 
(a free weekly electronic newsletter) published by the NEHGS (New England Historical & 
Genealogical Society). It is from an article written by Judy Lucey, NEHGS Archivist and is 
part of a series of articles on Preserving Your Family Collections. 

I like to think of preserving one’s family treasures as a series of steps. Removing them from 
harm’s way is the first. The next is placing them in a clean, dry, insect free area. Often an 
interior room in your home that does not experience large fluctuations in temperature is 
your best bet. Make sure you keep the materials away from any heat or water source. Light 
is also damaging to materials and can accelerate deterioration. If you like to display family 
photographs or documents, you may want to consider displaying copies instead of 
originals. If you do choose to display originals, place them in a hallway or another area of 
the house away from light sources. 

Before purchasing archival supplies, your next step should be to identify what you have, 
assess the condition, and begin to organize your materials. As you review your papers, do 
you notice rust from old paper clips or other metal fasteners? If so, remove these carefully 

Tracing Your First American Ancestry 
 
The Department of the interior has a website for tracing your Native 
American ancestry at http://ww.doi.gov/tribes/trace-ancestry.cfm.  
 
You will find several of the record sets described on this website on 
the above Fold3.com including Indian Census Rolls 1885-1940, 
Dawes Enrollment cards and packets, Guion Miller Rolls involving 
the Cherokees, ratified Indian Treaties, etc.  
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as rust can spread and damage documents. Remove items such as elastic bands and pins. 
Unfold and store flat letters and paper documents as they can begin to separate along the 
folds. Do you see any signs of mold or insect damage? You may want to consult a 
professional conservator for more serious damage. Not sure how to organize your family 
research? Well, you could do what an archivist does. Start by organizing your papers by 
surname and, within each family, keep documents created by or about an individual 
together. Organize letters by recipient and place them in chronological order. Keep your 
family charts, group sheets, and compiled genealogies at the beginning of each family 
group. 

When you are ready to purchase archival supplies, buy from vendors specializing in 
archival supplies — and beware of the term “acid-free.” If an item is “acid-free” but 
makes no mention of containing a buffering agent (a chemical which neutralizes acid) its 
long term preservation is uncertain. It will become acidic over time. The materials you want 
to purchase should be “lignin-free” or “acid-free with a buffering agent.” Items handled 
frequently should be placed in enclosures made of Mylar or polypropylene, not plastic! 
Don’t forget to label your folders and boxes using a soft lead pencil.  

By taking the right steps today you will ensure long term preservation of your materials for 
you and for future generations. 

 
 

Looking to fill in the blanks on your family tree? A 
startup called Mocavo might be just what you’re 
looking for. The service is setting out to become a 
search engine that’s highly optimized for ancestry-

related purposes — type in the name of a relative and it’ll do its best to surface content 
from the web’s troves of genealogy data, some of which has been difficult to search 
through before now. 

The startup, which was part of the TechStars Boulder program this past summer, has just 
raised a $1 million round from David Cohen (through Bullet Time Ventures), Dave McClure 
(500 Startups), David Bonderman, Walt Winshall, David Calone, Dave Carlson, Troy 
Henikoff, and other angels. 

Founder Cliff Shaw says that Mocavo is setting out to make genealogy “open, social, and 
automated”. He explains that while there are existing services that use proprietary data 
sources, few take advantage of the abundance of information that’s freely available on the 
web — information that Google often passes over, because genealogical information is 
neither fresh nor popular (he says Google only indexes less than 5% of this content). 

Mocavo has created a whitelist of these genealogy sites, and it’s constantly scanning them 
for new data (you can sign up to receive an update for certain names, if you’d like). So far 
the site has around 5.8 billion names in its index. 
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The service launched in March 2011, and is currently seeing more than 1 million page 
views per month, and 100,000 unique visitors. It also has very high engagement stats, with 
17 minutes spent on the site, on average. While the site is currently focused exclusively on 
search, down the line it will integrate social features, like a family tree builder. 

Shaw has a long history with ancestry-related companies — he founded his first genealogy 
site, Genforum, when he was 18. He sold it when he was 19, when it had some 60 million 
monthly page views. His other companies include Pearl Street Software and 
BackupMyTree, both of which were acquired as well. 

Oh, and one caveat: my initial instinct was to try a vanity search on Macavo, which didn’t 
have great results. Shaw says that because this is a genealogy search engine, you’ll have 
much better luck searching for people who are deceased. 

You Should Start Your Online Search at Mocavo! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorary Societies Do Make Mistakes 
When I first began working on my Hugh Martin line, I found out that through family 
tradition he was a Rev. War Vet. I found several Hugh Martins listed in the DAR registry 
from Pennsylvania. 
I should say, this was pre-Internet, you know that ancient era of snail mail. I sent for the 
pension records of all of the men named. It should be noted that pre-Roots, they copied 
everything in the file not just a select few pages for $1. 
About six weeks later the copies came back. As I perused them, an unusual item 
popped up. 
One of these veterans had died and his only wife had returned to England. It was 
stated that “she died without issue.” What? How could she die without issue and there 
be descendants enrolled in the DAR from her and her husband? 
I sent a letter to the DAR with a copy of the pension document. I suggested that 
something was amiss. That was a serious mistake on my part. I received a response 
from the DAR stating that it was inappropriate for me “to question anyone who had 
previously been accepted into membership.” Case closed! 
Recently, I’ve found notations in their registry denoting documentation that may have 
been questionable at the time of application. 
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In Memorium 

 
 

Mount Clemens Public Library has lost a great friend in the death earlier this week 
of Carolyn Horton, one of our long time genealogy volunteers. Carolyn was an 
active member of the Macomb County Genealogy Group and donated thousands of 
hours of indexing time to the development of the local history databases that are 
so valuable to our researchers. Computer work was one of her special skills and we 
have her efforts to thank for much of the retrospective data entry that was done 
in our obituary index. 
In addition to the indexing and data entry work that she did, Carolyn was a 
cheerful volunteer assistant in the genealogy room, and helped many library 
patrons further their family research. In recent months she lived with her 
daughter in Arizona while battling illness, but despite her struggles she did not 
forget her genealogy friends in Mount Clemens and kept in touch through calls and 
e-mails. We, likewise, will never forget Carolyn. She will be greatly missed.  
 
 

Carolyn died October 15, 2011 in Phoenix, Arizona, and her cremains 
were buried beside her father at a graveside service on October 29th at 
Ellsinore, Carter Co Missouri. 
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Reasons to be Suspicious… 
When reviewing published family trees, I get a smile and a chuckle when people have posted their 
trees without carefully reviewing them before posting them.  
In recent months I became suspicious with one posting which indicated that: 

1) There were 38 children listed with only 1 wife. 
2) There were 37 sons and only 1 daughter. 
3) Many of the children were born before their mother.  
4) There were male spouses listed for many of the sons. 

I don’t what happened, if the submitter had been smoking something, or high on something else, 
but common sense should have said, “There’s something wrong here. Don’t post it yet.” 
Another common notation I’ve recently come across is: Born between 1715 and 1716. I didn’t 
know that there were additional years between those years. They would have be wise to note: 
Born abt. 1715 – or abt. 1716. This one isn’t all that serious, but it certainly isn’t correct. 
And the big kicker is still being used: Born 1630. United States. Either leave it blank or insert 
something like “American Colonies” or as some French records I’ve come across “New World.” 

 
 

Who’s Who in MCGG?        
Dianne Buckerfield: dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com 
Board, MCGG Bulletin Board; Surname Project 
Lisa Eschenburg  letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com 
Board Secretary; Chairman Wednesday Meetings; Webmaster 
Ann Faulkner  afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com 
Board Chairman, Friday Meetings, Projects & Research, MCGG Library 
Jan Hopp janithhopp@att.net 
Library Bulletin Board 
Kenneth Kohlmann: kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net  
Editor, Quarterly Newsletter “Echoes of the Past” 
Brenda Miller: brydekirk@aol.com 
Board, Library Volunteers, Funeral Homes Project, Greeting Cards 
Betty Lou Morris: morrisb@libcoop.net  Treasurer; Ancestral Writing 
Karen Harris: 19karen42@comcast.net    Board, Hospitality Special Assignments 
Library Volunteers:  Dennis Zabel (Tue am), Lisa Eschenburg (Tue eve), Brenda Miller (Wed 
am), Dianne Buckerfield (Wed pm), Barb Nicholson (Thur am), Craig Reynolds (Thur pm), Ken 
Kohlmann (Fri am), Ann Faulkner (Sun pm). 
Website  
     www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mimcgg 
Email: macombcogg@gmail.com 
Email: Wednesday Group letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com  
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NEWS FROM HARRISON TOWNSHIP 
The L’anse Creuse Public Schools Administration offices, located in the 
old Jefferson Elementary School on Jefferson Avenue, Harrison 
Township, are moving to the Harry L. Wheeler Community Center and 
Administrative Offices building this summer.  They are in the process of 
setting up an archive in the new building, which will hold old school 
yearbooks, memorabilia and any other interesting information they may 
find in the historic building they are vacating.   Harrison Township’s first 
school dates back to the 1800’s, so if you have any ancestors from that 
area, you may find something interesting.   The L’anse Creuse School District was established in 
1954, and now occupies much of northeast Macomb County.  The archives are expected to be 
ready during the 2012/2013 school year and will be open to the public. 

 
To date 11 states (AK AZ CO DE FL ID KS NH OR 
VA VT) are fully indexed and searchable at 
www.familysearch.org/1940census/ Several more are 
100% indexed and will be up soon. Michigan is 23% 
indexed. The MCGG is doing great on this project, 
with 24 active indexers, but we could use more help. 
To date we have indexed 41,333 records and 
completed 7825 arbitrations. Please join us. This is 
done at home. Each batch of 40 records averages 30-
45 minutes. I find it both relaxing and enjoyable (also 

a bit addictive). Contact Ann Faulkner  if you are interested or need some help. 
NOTE: Two separate indexers receive the same document to index. The indexing program is set 
up in such a way as to allow each indexer to check their own work before submission. When both 
indexers have submitted their interpretation of the Census Record, they are reviewed to identify 
conflicting data. If there is a conflict, the items get submitted to an arbitrator to determine the 
correct data. Hopefully, this process will greatly reduce the number of indexing errors that have 
occurred in previous indexing projects. 

 

Roseville Family History Center 
12 Mile Rd. 586-773-4560. The hours have been reduced. It is currently open 
on Tue 6-9 pm, Wed 3-9 pm, & Thur 10-9. You no longer order films at the 
Center. Go to https://www.familysearch.org/films. The first thing you do is 
create an account if you do not already have one. Then you order your films 
using Visa, Mastercard, debit or prepaid cards, or Pay Pal. Don't forget that 
the center has a lot of films  

on permanent loan, so call the Center and make sure that it is not already there. Also the MCPL 
does have a list of films & fiche on permanent loan, but it is somewhat outdated. The cost per film 
is $5.50, but you can keep it at the Center for 2 months. 


