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M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  

E v e n t s  

PRESENTATIONS 

1:00 pm in Library Auditorium 

Sep 9 - Diane Oslund – “Gram & Gramps 
Were from Canada eh?” Emphasis is on 
Ontario & internet sources.  
 
Oct 7 - Karen Krugman “Researching There 
While You Are Here”  
 
Nov 4 - Mark Bowden “Unique Detroit and 
Michigan Genealogical Resources at the 
Burton Historical Collection”  
 
Dec 9 - Annual Christmas Party at 12:00 p.m. 
(note earlier time). Bring a holiday dish to 
share  

 

M C G G  C a l e n d a r  o f  

E v e n t s  

LET’S TALK … GENEALOGY 

7:00 p.m. in Local History & Genealogy Room 

2nd Wednesday of the month 

Sep 14 – “Where do I go from here?” Bring 
research questions, brick walls or new finds to 
share with the group. 
 
Oct 12 - Organizing and Storing Your Family 
Genealogy. We'll discuss how we organize and 
store our papers and digital files. 
 
Nov 9 - Military Research. Let's learn and share 
how to find the military members of our families. 
 
Dec 14 - They changed the Search Engine! - 
Dealing with the Changes. Learn and share tips 
and tricks for dealing with "the new" search 
engines on ancestry.com and familysearch.org 
websites. 

 

 

1:00 p.m. Friday Afternoon 

In the Library Auditorium 

These work sessions will be held on Sep 23, Oct 
21, and Nov 18. We use this time to index 
Macomb County records to create databases to 
help other researchers. This is your chance to 
give back to the genealogy community by helping 
to make Macomb County records more accessible 
for everyone. 

 

Do You Have Something to 
Contribute to Echoes…? 
Articles for our Quarterly may be sent to 
kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net or given to Ken 
Kohlmann. They will be included in a timely 
manner in subsequent editions. 

 

 

http://www.123rf.com/photo_7066571_family-word-collage-on-white-background.html
http://ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
mailto:kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net
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BYUtv provides another resource from which 
to learn about Genealogical research and 
history.  
A recent episode,  “P.J. and Heidi,” they began 
their research with the help of the Flint Genealog- 
ical Society and touched on Canadian Methodist 
history and New York Palatine contributions to 
the founding of our nation. 
You can view their programs on BYUtv or 
by going to their website.  

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 “Who Do You Think You Are?” Series 
back for 2nd Season on NBC, (9-9 E.T.). 
 
This season’s celebrities have been: 
Vanessa Williams, Tim McGraw, Rosie 
O’Donnell, Kim Catrall, Lionel Richie, 
Steve Buscemi and Ashley Judd. 

The 3rd season is scheduled for this fall, 
but the Celebs names have not yet been 
released. You can view their episodes on 
their website, as well. 

 

 

 

Macomb Genealogical Group 
Surname Index 

Dianne Buckerfield has the project almost 
ready to go up on our website, which 
includes about 500 names from many 
different countries. It will be in the form of an 
excel spreadsheet, with two worksheets, 
one with an alpha surname sort, and the 
other by locality. To protect you from 
possible spam, your names will show with 
record, but not your email. Dianne will be 
getting a new gmail address, which will 
appear on the website, and can be used to 
put members in contact with others. 

 

If you have not yet submitted any surnames, 
please do so soon at: 
ancestorhunter29@gmail.com 

The more that participate, the more effective 
it will be. The format to submit your 
surnames is on our website at 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mimcgg. 

 

 

That Little Word “of”… 

How can people be born in American 
colonies before the arrival of the 
Mayflower? I think I’ve got it figured 
out. The researcher got it off the 
Internet. 

In most databases we insert “in,” “on,” 
“at,” “near,” “from,” or “of” before a 
location. Without thinking about it, 
when some researchers see “of” they 
automatically assume that was where 
the person was born, married or died. 
When they enter the location into their 
database they just drop the “of” and 
claim the resident community as the 
birthplace. 

Most likely the ancestor arrived in the 
colonies sometime after 1620 and 
took up residence. So, for us to list 
their place of residence as their 
birthplace is not only wrong, but 
becomes misleading to those who use 
our data. 

 

 

http://us.mc800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7emimcgg
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At a spring meeting, Patty Rice shared one poem that one of her ancestors had written in order to 
preserve family history. She graciously submitted three poems to be place in Echoes… Maybe 
those of you who enjoy poetry can use this as another example of how to share your family story 
with your grandchildren. 
 

 

Now listen, Grandchildren, I have  
Something to share, 
It's the roots of the name that you each wear. 

Samuel Kuhn Sr. was born in Germany,  
As was his wife Catherine In 1653.  
To this union there were two sons,  
Veltin and Samuel Kuhn, Jr. were the ones. 

The war lord of German Palatines; had issued a draft, 
Their services to sell to other countries for cash.  

Samuel Kuhn Jr., 38, decided he'd had enough.  
Leaving his family was just too rough. 
So he gathered his parents, wife and three sons,  
And off to America they did come. 

They arrived in New York in 1710,  
Here they had three more children again. 
The youngest of them was Herman J. Coon (Kuhn).  
The importance of this you will see very soon. 

Their name was German, spelled K-U-H-N,  
Which was too foreign to Herman then.  
He was American, so t'was only fair,  
To change Kuhn to C-0-0-N, right then and there. 

In 1746, Herman had a son Samuel M. Coon,  
Which was the first of a big boom.  
His wife had 10 kids in 18 years,  
She died of too many kids, I fear. 

As the first two Samuels had passed on before. 
This Samuel became Samuel M. Coon, Senior.  
He had a son in 1783, Samuel M. Coon, Jr., you see.  
He probably had sisters and brothers, 
But I don't know any of the others. 
Samuel M. Coon, Sr., died in 1793,  
Having served In the American Revolutionary. 

Samuel Coon, Jr. Lived in Seneca County, New York 
As he was visited there many times by the stork, 
In 1818, Jacob Nicholas Coon became the 7

th
 one of 

them all. 

In 1850, Jacob married Philena Hall.  

 

Now Phelina Hall was quite a dish 
Then the two of them migrated to Ionia, Mich. 
In turn 9 children came, 
I’ll try to give you everyone’s name. 

There were Sophia, Elizabeth, and Emily J., 
John Perry, David Harrison "Hoss," Melinda  
and Charles Nicholas,  
Then George Disbrew was 9th and "last  
to end that crew. 

By 1865 Charles Nicholas Coon was your great 
grandpa  
Harriet Isabella Thornton was your great grandma.  
There were 12 kids on this band,  
But three, when infants, left this land.  

Now all are dead and gone unless  
It's Iva in Grand Rapids town.  
I can tell you the names of nine.  

Cora, Blanche, Jake, Zada, and Grace,  
George Edward, Iva, Wilma, and Clarence. 
That's all that were left down the line.  
I'm sorry, I couldn't make them rhyme. 

George Edward Coon, Sr., took Mildred Tenant  
to be his lawful wedded wife,  
But after three children she gave up her life.  
How three small children needed a mother,  
So George set out to find another.  

He found one in Pansy Tice.  
He liked her right off, as she was so nice.  
The children were Marjorie, George E. and Norm, 
She liked them all, they were so warm.  

Now there are kids - five more,  
Pansy the mother, George the progenitor.  
The kids are James, Jacques, and Patty Lou,  
Marianne or "Cookie," and Sherry too.  

They are all here with their little links,  
I'll let them tell you their names,  
and I'll quit, I think. 
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How Safe is Your Photo Data? 

 

How many of you use your digital cameras and mobile phones to document your 
research? 

Digital camera and mobile phone memory cards have a limited lifespan. They will 
most likely perform according to Murphy’s law and fail at time when you least expect 
can afford it. 

A family tragedy happened this last month to our daughter and son-in-law while on 
vacation. They had gone to Montana for a family gathering to celebrate his father’s 
80th birthday. While there, they also made many side trips. During those 10 days, they 
shot over 400 pictures. 

In their last few days there, they decided to download those pictures to a computer so 
that the family could see a slide show. They connected the camera to the computer 
and downloaded all their pictures. Or so they thought! 

When they attempted to view the slide show, they were not to be found on the 
computer. They attempted to view the pictures on the camera to no avail. The 
memory card appeared to be wiped clean. Four hundred pictures, gone! 

My son-in-law took the camera with the memory card to a computer shop and asked if 
any pictures could be retrieved. The technician didn’t hold out much hope, but 
scanned the memory card and suggested software that might just save the day. 

The software recommended that the user run the Demo program to see it any 
pictures could be retrieved. If it could recover any, then you should purchase the 
software. The Demo did… my son-in-law did. Recovered some pictures that is, and 
he purchased the software. 

They were able to recover 400 pictures and determined that 2 or 3 were salvageable, 
but not perfect… and they lost only 5-8 pictures. 

If you should experience a memory card corruption, there are many different software 
photo retrieval programs available commercially and online. If you are unsure of the 
steps to take, a trip to a computer store is in order. 

 

HOW ABOUT YOU? HOW DO YOU PROTECT YOUR CAMERA FILES? 

It is recommended that if you are planning on shooting a large number of photos, 
instead of buying the largest memory card available you should purchase several 
smaller capacity cards. After shooting a number of pictures, you exchange that card 
for a new one. If a card becomes corrupted and your pictures cannot be recovered, 
you’ve only lost a portion of your pictures not the entire shoot. 
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Use Your Imagination  
 

Did you ever wonder what the Federal Census indexers where smoking or drinking as they 

transcribed from the original census to their index? Sometimes it requires a stretch of the imagination 

to decipher the names that are presented as your relatives. 

For example, have you ever come across a name like “Leteche”? Would you care to guess the real 

name?  

My first thought was that she had been born in a foreign country. Well, she was – Canada. So, I 

reasoned she must be French Canadian. Several records later, I came across her marriage license. 

Plain and simple, if pronounced “Leteche” phonetically. Her name was “Leticia.” Not only were the 

census enumerators adding to the confusion, several other clerks, none of who could spell, muddled 

their way through her name: Laticia; Leticia; and, the prize-winning, Lullitic. 

A few other examples where your imagination must be called upon: 

Bretteren = Brethren     Alvina, Alvena, Alzina = Alice     Plimout = Plymouth 

REMEMBER:  

1) Your Ancestor spoke it…in their native tongue or accented English. 

2) The Enumerator heard it and attempted to record it to the best of their hearing and spelling 

     ability… 

3) A contemporary transcriber attempted to decipher the work of the Enumerator and then recorded 

     their interpretation, again filtered through their ability and spelling skills. 

If you ever volunteer asked to transcribe records, I hope that you will not add errors to the system 

like some of previous transcribers. If in doubt about what’s recorded, seek a second or third opinion. 

If you haven’t noticed lately, many of the Ancestry.com census records are beginning to show varied 

spellings of a surname.  

 

Raisin’s Grape Ancestry 
 

While tracing my grandchildren’s French-Canadian ancestry, I was able to smile at a 
surname. Without thinking, I had called up an online site which was in French. Being 
ignorant of the language I hit the “translate” button. 

In reading the article, I found that an ancestor’s surnamed listed as “GRAPE.” Thinking it 
strange, I tentatively recorded it, and when on to read other online articles and trees. 

The very next article presented me with one of those “Aha!” moments. The ancestor’s 
name was RAISIN not GRAPE. 

I wonder how many last names have been drastically changed through translation? 



Echoes From Our Past  6 

 
Queenie Fuhrman 

One by one, our oldest members are passing away. Queenie FUHRMAN died, June 20, 2011, joining 
her husband 21 1927 in Stalham Green, Norfolk, England, the daughter of Frederick Henry FULLER 
and Dorothy Martha MILEHAM. 

During World War II, she met a young American pilot named Carleton Longstaff FULLER, known as 
Bud, and they were married on Oct 14 1946 at St. Michael's Church, in Sutton, Norfolk, England. Bud 
brought Queenie back home to Macomb County, and they settled down on 25 Mile road near Utica, 
where they lived until a few years ago. They raised two children, Jamie who lives in Macomb County 
and Wendy who lives in the west. Bud retired in 1979 after 31 years with Detroit Edison, and they were 
active members of the Davis United Methodist Church. Their 35th Wedding Anniversary was celebrated 
in 1981 by taking their first ride in a hot air balloon, a one hour trip from Ray Township to Armada.  

Both Bud and Queenie were active members and supporters of the Macomb County Genealogy Group 
for many, many years until Bud's eyesight failed, and he was no longer able to drive down to our 
meetings. Both, were very interested in genealogy and local history, and were always interested in 
helping others. Bud also gave a couple of talks to the MCGC. One was on photography where he 
described the techniques of re-photographing old photos, back in the days before digital cameras. 
Another talk was on the Masons in Michigan and their records. 

About 15 years ago, our Group was trying to raise money to purchase newspaper microfilms for the 
Mount Clemens Library, and Bud and Queenie gave a gift of $1000 toward that project, on the condition 
that they remain anonymous. 

Queenie moved to American House in 2009. It was reported that she had fainted in Church in February, 
and had gone downhill since then. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When searching Google for your ancestors are you by-passing an important option? 

After finding articles with respect to your ancestor, click on “Images” on the Google toolbar. I 
have found photos of family homesteads, statues or monuments, gravestones and copies of 
portraits of the ancestor, as well as birth, marriage and death certificates.  

Sure saves on trips to far-away places and or searching for original records (unless you’ve got 
nothing better to do.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ftsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/falloakleaves-in-memoriam.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ftsociety.org/menu/appreciation-of-secular-occassions/falloakleaves-in-memoriam/&usg=__9FF1HDZK0cC1AbbDGwnROAILris=&h=504&w=672&sz=534&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1&tbnid=tSw4xdKEABJefM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=138&ei=rJUdTuaENIKDsAKL58W6CA&prev=/search?q=in+memoriam&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1600&bih=752&tbm=isch&chk=sbg&itbs=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_7c8pizPztkQ/S-jupnLDnSI/AAAAAAAAAEc/X7x-jMt08iE/s1600/Cross_20Clipart_20with_20Radiant_20Light.jpg&imgrefurl=http://christianphotos-jesusimages.blogspot.com/2010/06/christian-cross-clip-arts-and-bible.html&usg=__hHcTeob6cpUsA6j6wINWg1rNsQY=&h=792&w=527&sz=40&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&tbnid=I29YvMcoLq2TVM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=95&ei=QawdTpLnOeiOsQKU3JDWCA&prev=/search?q=cross&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1600&bih=752&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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Tombstone Cleaning 

1. Rubbings. This is a technique familiar to most school children. It involves placing a sheet of 
paper on the grave marker, and then taking a crayon, minus the wrapper, and rubbing it 
sideways over the engraving. This produces some very beautiful images that capture the 
intricate stonework and texture of these old grave markers.  

2. Flour. This is a favorite method of reading inscriptions on these old stones, and often works 
better than the rubbing technique. Plain white flour (the cheaper the better) is rubbed into the 
face of the tombstone, thus filling in the letters and dates as if they had been painted.  

Then either copy the information by hand, or take a picture of the marker. The flour washes out 
with the next good rainfall and so doesn't hurt the tombstone. It's probably a good idea to get 
permission to do this in larger cemeteries, however. 

3. Cleaning, Water and a bristle brush. This will do minimal if any damage to the much harder 
stone. The removal of the lichen is a great way to help preserve the stone -- they chemically 
and physically damage the stone.  

4. Not Recommended. (a)  Rubbing the stone with fresh dirt. Sand within the dirt could scratch 
the stones. (b) Chalk also contains impurities which can scratch the surface. (c) Some 
researchers prefer Dream Whip. It is believed that there is nothing in Dream Whip that would 
harm the stone. (d) Others prefer Shaving Cream. There are, however, some who claim that 
stearic acid in Shaving Cream will erode the stone. (e) And, believe it or not, Styrofoam does 
definitely have an abrasive effect on the stones, whether sandstone, concrete, granite, marble, 
or other, and definitely should never be used. 

Who’s Who in MCGG?       

Dianne Buckerfield dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com 
     Board, MCGG Bulletin Board; Surname Project 
Lisa Eschenburg letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com 
     Board Secretary; Chairman Wednesday Meetings; Webmaster 
Ann Faulkner afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com 
     Board Chairman, Friday Meetings, Projects & Research, MCGG Library 
Jan Hopp janithhopp@att.net 
     Library Bulletin Board 
Carolyn Horton:  
     Board, Technical Assistance (on leave) 
Kenneth Kohlmann: kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net Editor, Quarterly Newsletter “Echoes of the  
     Past” 
Brenda Miller: brydekirk@aol.comBoard, Library Volunteers, Funeral Homes Project, Greeting 
     Cards 
Betty Lou Morris: morrisb@libcoop.net Treasurer; Ancestral Writing 
Karen Rogers karenleerogers@gmail.com Board, Hospitality, Special Assignments  

Website   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mimcgg 

Email: macombcogg@gmail.com 

Email: Wednesday Group letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com  

mailto:dbuckerfield@wideopenwest.com
mailto:letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com
mailto:afaulkner4847@wideopenwest.com
mailto:janithhopp@att.net
mailto:kohlmann.a@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brydekirk@aol.com
mailto:morrisb@libcoop.net
mailto:karenleerogers@gmail.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/%7emimcgg
mailto:macombcogg@gmail.com
mailto:letstalkgenealogy@gmail.com

