
Could the Carousel Return to Crystal? 

 
The carousel at Lakeside Park in Flint, ca 1920.           The carousel at Carousel Concepts in Marion, OH ca 2005. 

 

 

The Crystal Carousel is one of the most remembered and beloved landmarks of Crystal. Built in 1916 in North 

Tonawanda, NY by the Herschell-Spillman Co., the nearly 100-year old carousel is one of only a few of that era still in 

working order. It was brought to Crystal by “Doc” Stuart in 1936 after many years of operation at his Lakeside Park in 

Flint, MI. Children of all ages enjoyed riding the carousel in Crystal from the mid-1930’s to the mid-1970’s. The carousel 

was donated to MSU in 1979 and after being restored at MSU by the Brass Ring Society, the carousel was loaned to and 

operated by AutoWorld in Flint and then Carousel Concepts in Marion, OH until 2008 when it was placed in storage. 

In 2012 word started circulating that several locations around Michigan were interested in putting the Carousel back 

into operation. MSU requested proposals from all interested parties, and the Crystal Township Historical Society (CTHS) 

submitted a comprehensive proposal for the return of the carousel to Crystal. Recently, MSU has asked the CTHS to 

submit a revised proposal, with expanded detail in the areas of a Site Plan and Security, Operation and Maintenance, 

and Financial Sustainability. 

To respond to this request, the CTHS has formed an ad-hoc “Friends of the Crystal Carousel” (FOCC) committee and is 

currently looking for volunteers to help with this effort. In addition to preparing the response to MSU’s request, the ad-

hoc FOCC group would also plan for the formation of a permanent and formal 501c3 “Friends of the Crystal Carousel” 

organization and board to implement the project and take care of long-term operations and maintenance should MSU 

ultimately decide to loan the carousel to Crystal. 

A public meeting to review the history of this project and discuss what is needed to move forward has been schedule for 

2pm Sunday November 9, 2014 at the Crystal Community Center. All interested people are encouraged to attend. 

Follow us on Face Book:  https://www.facebook.com/CrystalCarousel 

 

 
The carousel building on Sunset Beach at Crystal Lake, late 1930’s. Photo courtesy of John West. 
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