
Upcoming Meetings 
 

Saturday, August 15th,  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Penobscot Nation Museum 

Indian Island, near Old Town, Maine 
 

Check out the Society website for the  
summah schedule.   

 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mepcgs/ 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Mr. James Neptune, the museum curator, will give PCGS members  a 

tour on Penobscot Nation history.   

The Penobscot Nation is the oldest continuous government in the 

world.  Its people are indigenous to the Penobscot watershed.  For thou-

sands of years, members have taken their identity from the connection 

to this life-giving river, and the lands that surround it. 

We, who live in nearby Penobscot County, can learn much from our 

neighbors' culture and history.  For example, few realize that the Penob-

scot people have faithfully served in every 

United States war or conflict, beginning with the 

Revolutionary War when they sided with the 

American colonists at the request of George 

Washington.  

Don't miss this exciting event! 

 

Directions:  Take I-95 to Old Town/Hudson Exit 

197 and turn towards Old Town.  Signs will direct 

you to the Penobscot Nation's home on Indian Is-

land.  After driving onto the island, just go to the 

5th building on the right to find the Penobscot Na-

tion Museum. 

Articles accepted for publication 
must be of genealogical nature.  

Submissions should be forwarded 
to the Newsletter Editor. 
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Recently, I participated in a reenactment of 
some dignitaries for the Civil War Memorial 
Rededication at Mt. Hope Cemetery.  I was 
helping to give a tour of Mt. Hope Cemetery 
with members of the Bangor Historical Soci-
ety, and got snagged to play Mary Todd Lin-
coln.  I hope that it was based more upon 
my appearance, not as some real effort 
at type-casting by character.  They say she 
got a little crazy in the end.   
  
Mayor Gerry Palmer knows me well.  He 
said, "I know you like to talk, Mary, but 
you've got to be quiet and act serious!"  I 
must confess that it was a major challenge 
to play the part, especially in light of the fact 
that my hat almost blew off a hundred 
times, and that hoop skirt gave me nothing 
but grief.  Well, at least I didn't have to 
wear a corset!  Hmpft!  And they used to 
refer to women the weaker sex.  Hmpft!  Oh 
sure, you guys just keep believing 
that....Between having to look digni-
fied while retaining a gentile-looking, iron-
grip on that stupid hat with each successive, 
pounding gust of wind (a First Lady can't let 
her countrywomen down, you know), and 

trying to look stately while suppressing a coy smile 
for Abe (I thought he was kind of cute, okay), I 
really believe that I deserve an Oscar, or maybe 
even a Medal!   
 What honor did I receive  
for having made the supreme sacrifice for my coun-
try, or at the very least the city of Bangor, I'll tell 
you: I got left out of the photograph that appeared 
in the Bangor Daily News.  That's right!  All you can 
see of me is a little glimpse of my pink dress some-
where behind the Honor Guard.  Can you believe 
that?  To think I thought that my big break had fi-
nally come.  I'd go down in history!  Okay, okay, 
maybe I'm identifying with the role a little too 
much, but Gosh...I miss Abe!   
  
Anyway if you want to learn more about the event, 
just search for the newspaper online article, 
"Bangor's Civil War Memorial Rededicated," July 11, 
2009.     

   Elizabeth 
   aka “Mary Todd Lincoln” 



QUERIES 
To post a query, email mepcgs@yahoo.com 
PLEASE NOTE: 
We are getting an overwhelming amount of 
SPAM in our email account each month.  To 
make sure a legitimate query is not missed 
please type the word QUERY at the beginning 
of the subject field.  Thank you!  

EVANS 
 
I am searching for any information on Rachel 
Evans.  Family history has her born in Old 
Town, ME. US Census records show her born 
in Maine, with parents (names unknown) born 
in Wales. Her tombstone (in Fillmore, Washing-
ton Co, OH) shows her year of birth as 1830. 
1850 US census would place her birth in 
1828.  1870 and 1880 census would put her 
about 1830, and the 1900 census states April 
1830. Married George Jacob Nist ca 1847 in 
probably in Allegheny Co, Pennsylvania or 
Washington Co, Ohio. Had 14 children: An-
toine, Andrew, George A, Helen, John, Jacob 
(my ggf), Sarah, Anna, Lewis, George W, 
Emma J, and Charles W. Rachel died in Wash-
ington Co, OH 14 JUL 1908. Any information on 
her parents, siblings, ancestry, or family history 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Wayne Ward 
waynewar@ix.netcom.com 
 
AMES 
 
I have been looking for information on my gg 
grandfather James K. Ames (b. Feb. 2, 1822 in 
Bradford). His father was Joseph, supposedly 
from NH. JKA married Louisa Mcpheters of the 
Bangor area in 1865. I have had much more 
success in tracing her family down. 
 
This is about all I know about "my" Ames: 
 
Joseph Ames was constable and assessor 
there in 1823, and James Kenniston was school 
agent for the south ward that year. Joseph 
Ames' 

Penobscot Roots & Connections Page 3 

children listed at Bradford are: Sophia (b. 27 Nov 
1817), John Forbes Ames (b. 10 Mar 1820), 
James Keniston [sic] Ames (b. 2 Feb 1822) and 
Lidia Wilson Ames (b. 22 Dec 1823). 
 
Any clues much appreciated! 
 
David A. Drabold 
Leverhulme Visiting Professor of Chemistry 
Visiting Fellow Commoner,  
Trinity College 
University of Cambridge 
 
Work address: 
E6 Angel Court 
Trinity College 
Cambridge 
CB2 1TQ, UK 
+(44) 1223330708 
 
Home address: 
Clare Hall 
Herschel Road 
Cambridge CB3 9AL 
United Kingdom 
Landline (home): 01223332375 
Mobile: 07948843905 
Skype to: aldfrith 
http://www.clarehall.cam.ac.uk/ 
dd249@cam.ac.uk 
 
Permanent address: 
D. A. Drabold 
Distinguished Professor 
Dept. of Physics and Astronomy 
Ohio University 
Athens, OH 45701 
http://www.phy.ohiou.edu/~drabold  
drabold@ohio.edu 

Cemeteries of Great Cranberry Island, 

Maine 
http://www.cranberryisles.com/great/

gci_cems.html 
 
Vital Records of Keene, New Hampshire  

http://www.ci.keene.nh.us/library/
vitalstatistics/index.html 

mailto:mepcgs@yahoo.com


GenBytes by Dale Mower 
When last we chatted, we were discussing how to plant your family tree information to share with 
others.   In preparation of this we walked through the creation of a .gedcom file, the universal stan-
dard for transferring genealogical data. 
  
One of the more popular places to share your information with the world is at RootsWeb.com, spe-
cifically their WorldConnect project.  Uploading your .gedcom there will simultaneously make it avail-
able for users of Ancestry.com (both sites being owned by the same company).  It is also a very 
easy process. 
  
The first thing you will need to do is create an account at RootsWeb.  This provides a unique user 
name and password for you, enabling you to make subsequent changes to your data or even re-
move it.   To create your account, on the RootsWeb home page, select "World Connect Project 
Main Page."  You see on that screen, the right hand column contains a "Start Here" link.  It will ask 
for some basic information, such as your name and email address.  It will then assign a user name 
and allow you to select a password. 
  
Once your account is set up, you can log in to submit your data.  You can then create a title for your 
online family tree, such as Mower Maine Connections.  There is also an opportunity to compose 
messages that will appear at either the top or the bottom of the screen when researchers are view-
ing your information.  I typically use this as a spot to have a disclaimer - remind people that they 
need to verify any information themselves.  
  
Then you enter the location of the .gedcom file on your computer so it can be uploaded.  A couple 
restrictive questions to be answered - do you want RootsWeb to "clean" the file which really is an 
additional check to ensure that no information on possible living individuals is uploaded, whether 
you want to remove any notes that may have been included in your .gedcom, and whether or not 
you want to include sources.  We answered similar questions when creating the .gedcom. 
  
Once these are answered, you simply click "Upload/Update" and your file is on the way to the Inter-
net.  While exciting and you want to access quickly, it can take a little time for it to actually get proc-

essed and be available.  But once it is, anticipate being con-
tacted by others researching your ancestors, both those look-
ing for information as well as those offering information. 
As you continue your research and discover new information 
or that you need to replace bad information, you can easily 
generate a new .gedcom and upload it just as we did the origi-
nal.  Rootsweb will overwrite your original file so your Internet 
information is kept current.  
  
Also, make sure to tell all of your friends and family that the 
information is accessible - spreading the word adds much 
value to the process!  If you add your database to the World-
Connect Project, drop me a note at dale@mower-family.com 
and I'll include it in a future edition of GenBytes. 

   Dale       

  President, Maine Genealogical Society 
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I stated my trip into genealogy because 
back in the 1990s I was told that my name Bonney was incorrect because 

my father was an illegitimate child. This didn't bother me much at first because the old uncle that said it 
liked to look down his nose and get someone's goat.  After a couple of years I began to think this over and 
went back to him with questions that he couldn't or wouldn't answer for me. My question was just who was 
my biological grandfather. 
 
 Well  my old uncle died and I still didn't have the answer.  In 2005 I started to look at genealogy -not 
knowing anything about  where to begin - I started  with the internet and soon got lost and discouraged 
with the vast amount of information to sift through. I put my pen down shut the computer off and left it 
alone until a friend told me about a class on genealogy at the library in Skowhegan taught by Ruth Blood. 
Well the first thing I learned was you need a system and you need to work backwards verifying your steps 
as you go.  This worked quite well for all of the people I knew but it didn't tell me the answer to my ques-
tion. 
 I decided that DNA might be of some value so I sent to ancestry and got the kit ,sent it in and got 
the results back. They said I had a fifty percent chance of being related to Mr David Butler Cummings within 
seven to fourteen generations. Well that looked like a complete waste of $119.00 so I threw the papers in 
the corner and left them. 
 
 After a while I came to realize that you couldn't take everyone's word that they had searched the 
town office files and really looked for the record I was after. Finally I took the time and went to the Sumner, 
Me town office and found an assessors notice where my father, Max W Bonney, was born to Eva Bonney -  
illegitimate. With this information I went to the probate court in So Paris and found two ladies that were 
more than glad to help me . They located adoption papers where Henry W & Winnie Bonney parents of Eva 
adopted Max their grandchild and raised him. I always looked at Henry as my grandfather in fact he was my 
great grandfather. 
 I took the adoption papers and went to the archives for the birth record.  No dice,  they couldn't help 
but sent me to the vital records office on Water St in Augusta.  I completed several forms,  paid the $30.00 
and went home to wait. I was told it would take a week or so. I waited two weeks -  no answer. So on a trip 
through Augusta I stopped in to check.  The clerk remembered my name but couldn't find the birth record. I 
began to get a little upset so the supervisor cam to assist  and decided they had been looking for the wrong 
person.  She went into the back and came out with a birth record that included the name of my biological 
grandfather.  His name was Reginald Lincoln Cummings from Paris Me. 
 With this new information and my interest in genealogy renewed I got on the internet . I found that 
the Isaac Cummings Family Association have their own web site with thousands of  names,  a registered ge-
nealogist ,data base manager ,board of directors  - the whole works!  Well I sent Sherry Milham a message 
explaining what I had found and that my DNA was on file with ancestry and she called me on the phone 
from Washington State and talked for an hour. The next day I got a message from David Butler Cummings 
asking me to join the group and he sent me a complete workup of the DNA and what the terms mean(I still 
don't know but I'm learning as I go). 
 It was interesting to find that the DNA that I took verified the birth record that I received later. I 
have gained a dozen friends and more by doing this and learned untold amounts about the family back-
ground. 
 I would like you to know that without the guidance of Ruth Blood this (ongoing) goal would have 
never been accomplished. 
Sincerely,  
Robert Bonney, rbonney81313@roadrunner.com 
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