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Wednesday, March 17th, 6:00 pm 
Lecture Hall, Bangor Public Library 
 
In honor of the Irish immigrants settling in Bangor and the surround-
ing area, this month we are pleased to present a presentation on the 
history of the famous, and not so famous, Irish families who set up 
home in the immediate area.   
 
Our prominent Irish Program Director John O’Niallagain aka John 
Nelligan will be our host for a social time with hors d’oeuvres and Irish 
coffee(???).  He advises that there will be a door prize drawing of an 
Irish music CD immediately following the meeting. 
 

Volume 3, Issue 6

History of the Irish in the Bangor Area 
Presented by 

Sara Martin 
Deputy Director of the Bangor Museum and Center for History 

March 2004 

Special points of interest: 

• Next meeting:  Wednesday, March 17th 

• A link to free online genealogy courses 

• The Counties of Maine 

• Website offers up a new fresh look 
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President’s Message 
Oh Blarney, here I am approaching St. Patrick’s Day and 
looking at the host of Irish activities going on, and me, with 
not a speck of Irish blood or even a hint of a bloodline that 
touches the shore of Erin.  But I’m excited about this month’s 
meeting, it’s always great to hear historical context of a local 
nature, as it provides an insight into the lives of our ancestors 
even though they may not have been a direct player.  It’s so 
important to know the types of prejudices in place during our 
ancestors’ lifetimes so we can try to infer their though proc-
esses as well. 
 
Fortunately, Patti’s lineage includes a good dose of Irish an-
cestors that settled in Bangor in the mid 1850s—Shannon, 
Logan, Sweeney and Hennessey among her ancestral sur-
names, so I can even pretend to be a part of the Irish commu-
nity (at least for my kids’ sake!).  Her Irish ancestors truly 
became part of Bangor’s melting pot, as they married into 
Franco-American and English ethnicities. 
 
So whether your Irish or not, join us as we explore this part of 
the history of Bangor and the surrounding area, and bring a 
friend! 
 

    Dale 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 



BRADBURY  I am the family genealogist and am researching 
Earl Prince BRADBURY, b. 1886 in Brewer area.  He was mar-
ried to Angeline RICHARDSON, and they had at least three 
children:  Harry Edwin (my grandfather), Bertha & Francis.  I 
also know that he was a hunting and fishing guide and eventu-
ally the police chief of Brewer in the 1940s (maybe).  I am look-
ing for any information about his family and/or his parents. 
Elizabeth Bradbury Jeffers [e-mail:  ejeffers@carolina.rr.com] 
 
CUNNINGHAM  Looking for information on David CUNNING-
HAM who d. in Bangor, 1862.  He is buried at Mt. Hope Ceme-
tery.  I do not know who his parents were.  His wife was Marga-
ret HURD CUNNINGHAM.  They had a son Roland Frank CUN-
NINGHAM and a 2-mo old infant daughter listed in the 1860 
census.  Margaret remarried Calvin SEAVEY of Exeter and Ro-
land lived with them; the infant daughter does not show up again 
and I have not been able to find a death record for her (there 
was no name listed on the 1860 census)  Roland Frank CUN-
NINGHAM is listed as a SEAVEY and also a CUNNINGHAM, 
but he did not keep the CUNNINGHAM name.  Would like  to 
find info on David CUNNINGHAM, Roland Frank CUNNING-
HAM (lived in Exeter last I have) or perhaps the mystery infant. 
Terri Cormier [e-mail:  dukenell@acadia.net] 
 
GREENWOOD  Looking for the owner of a sampler I found in 
my grandmother’s belongings.  She was born and raised in 
Brewer, Maine, named Elizabeth FARRINGTON.  The name on 

the sampler is Nancy GREENWOOD.  My guess is Nancy is an 
ancestor of Elizabeth, b. 1911 in Brewer.  Any knowledge of 
GREENWOODs in the Brewer, Eddington, Holden areas ap-
preciated. 
[e-mail:  Sevnbrigesroad1@aol.com] 
 
MALLORY/MALLERY/MALLARY  Looking for any and all 
information on the MALLORY, MALLERY or MALLARY fami-
lies in Maine (all same line).  I am particularly interested in the 
descendants of Alvah MALLORY, who married at age 80 to a 
20 year old and had Alvah T. MALLORY of Brewer, Maine.  
The senior MALLORY was an evangelist minister after having 
been a sea captain from Mallorytown, Ontario, and died just 
before his was born 1886 November in Prince Edward Island 
Alvah [e-mail:  mallory.smith@ verizon.net] 
 
OLIVER/COAN  James OLIVER b. 1825 in England married 
Abigail C. COAN 29 Nov 1855.  I’d like to know where they and 
their children are buried.  I have little info on James OLIVER, 
so any info on him and his parentage would be appreciated.  
He was born in England according to census.  Their sons, Alva 
(Albert) and Menzer were living in Corinna at one point, as 
were James and Abigail.  I have an obituary that says Menzer 
was buried in the tomb at the Union Cemetery.  Does anyone 
know where this cemetery is or if it has undergone a name 
change? 
Beth Mierzejewski [e-mail:  briarly9@hotmail.com] 

Queries 
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E-Mail your queries to:  mepcgs@yahoo.com 

Goings On Around the Area . . . it’s not all about the Irish 

On March 16th, in preparation of St. Patrick’s Day, the Bangor Museum and Center for History will present the “Elders Forum,” 
remembering growing up in the Bangor Irish community.  Panelists will included Charles O’Leary, Thomas Spellman and Rose-
mary Riley; and will be moderated by John Frawley.  Admission is free and reservations may be made by calling 942-1600. 

On March 18th, our sister chapter, Wassabec Genealogical Society, will hold its regular meeting in Dover-Foxcroft.  Their speaker 
for the evening is Dick Brown, local resident, who will take the group on “A Genealogical Voyage” as he share his genealogical 
search which led him to Newfoundland, as well as a trip with his children in the summer of 2003 to Ireland tracing their ancestral 
heritage.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Mayo Regional Hospital Conference Room (entrance off Dwelley Avenue). 

On April 8th, at 6:00 p.m., Andrea C. Hawkes will speak on her work The Same Great Struggle:  The History of the Vickery Family 
of Unity, Maine, 1634-1997.  Drawn in part from the extensive genealogical research of the late Bangor historian James B. Vickery 
III, Ms. Hawkes work chronicles the tale of this remarkable Maine family.  This program is part of the Bangor Public Library’s “Meet 
the Author” program.   

Free Family History Web Courses 
Through the Brigham Young University Department of Inde-
pendent Study, there are 26 non-credit family history web 
courses available free of charge.  Anyone at any time can take 
these online courses. 
Family Chronicle Magazine indicates that these are the same 
as regular courses, but the are offered free of charge to an 
audience who do not require credit.  Last year, 30,000 people 
finished at least the first lesson.  
The courses cover topics ranging from how to get started 
(Introduction to Family History Research, Family Records, Vital 

Records, and Military Records) to more ethnic related topics, 
such as French, German and Scandinavian research.  Each 
research course is taught by a well-known, accredited genealo-
gist.  All course instructional materials are available free online 
and there is no time frame required to complete a course.  
To learn more, visit the department’s website at elearn.byu.edu 
and click on Special Offers to access the free courses. 
 
Special thanks to John Nelligan for supplying this information.  John generously 
donates Family Chronicle magazine to the Bangor Public Library.  Copies can be 
found in the Bangor Room. 



The Counties of Maine—Part 2 
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Information taken from Maine Register 1966-67 and 
“Maine Towns and Counties; What was What, Where and When”  

by Michael J. Dennis (published 19810 
 

WASHINGTON   
Organized 25 June 1789 
County Seat:  Machias 

Incorporated from Lincoln County.  Portions taken for part of 
Aroostook County in 1839. 
Records between 1760 and 1789 are in Lincoln County; and 
before 1760 they are in York County.  From 1789 on, records 
can be found in the county seat of Machias. 

 
KENNEBEC 

Organized 01 April 1799 
County Seat:  Augusta 

Incorporated from Lincoln County.  Portions taken in 1809 to 
form Somerset County, in 1827 for Waldo County,  in 1838 for 
Franklin County, and in 1854 for Androscoggin County. 
All records prior to 1799 are located in Wiscasset.  Augusta 
holds Kennebec records since 1799, as well as parts of those 
from Waldo, Somerset, Piscataquis and Franklin Counties; and 
copies of Lincoln County deeds pertaining to Kennebec towns 
and cities. 

 
OXFORD 

Organized 01 May 1805 
County Seat:  South Paris 

Incorporated from York and Cumberland Counties.  Part taken 
in 1838 for Franklin County and two towns taken in 1854 for 
Androscoggin County. 
There are two registries in Oxford County.  The first in South 
Paris, the second in Fryeburg.  The Fryeburg registry contains 
records for Brownsfield, Denmark, Fryeburg, Hiram, Lovell, Por-
ter, Stoneham, Stow and Sweden; the South Paris registry cov-
ers the remainder of the county.  Early Oxford records are in 
Alfred (York County) and Portland (Cumberland County).  South 
Paris also contains records of those towns which were set off to 
Franklin County. 

 
SOMERSET 

Organized 01 June 1809 
County Seat:  Skowhegan 

Incorporated from Kennebec County.  Portions were taken in 
1838 for Franklin and Piscataquis Counties, and in 1844 for 
Aroostook County. 
Early records prior to 1799 are in Wiscasset.  Records for the 
1799-1800 are in Augusta.  Skowhegan also has records for 
parts of Piscataquis and Franklin Counties . 

 

Member Barbara Coffey shares the following research tidbit, 
unsure whether to laugh about or cry about it: 
 
“I have for some time now been trying to find my husband’s 
Doherty’s in the 1880 U.S. Census on the LDS site.  I have 
tried every which way and spelling I could think of to find 
them.  I knew they were in Penobscot but they wouldn’t pop 
up.  Finally in absolute frustration one night, I just typed in a 
“D” for a surname.  Not only were there a lot of “D”s in Penob-
scot in 1880, but I found the three brothers, Cornealius under 
Connelury DHOROTY and Daniel Doherty under DHOROTY 
too, Dominick Doherty under Dominick DOROTHY.  I knew 
they were there so I kept at it but just think how awful it would 
be to never find them, to never know because of stinky spell-
ing or typing.” 
 
[Editor’s note:  Congratulations Barbara!  If you have a 
humorous(?) research story, e-mail it to us at 
mepcgs@yahoo.com] 

On the Lighter Side of Research 

Website Has New Look 

The website for Penobscot County Genealogical Society re-
cently received a new, fresher look.  You can visit the website 
by going to www.rootsweb.com/~mepcgs.  Bookmark the site 
in your favorites and make sure to tell your friends and family. 
 
The site includes all of the queries that PCGS has received 
over it’s 1 1/2 year life.  You can also find a list of current 
members and the surnames they are researching.  Maybe 
you can find a common link—make your contact today! 
 
We are in need of more unidentified photos.  We have had a 
couple queries on adding some but the photos have not ar-
rived as of yet. 
 
The Cemetery Project page is still being revised but this 
should be up and operational in plenty of time for “cemetery 
hopping season.”   
 
If you have ideas or information you would like included on 
the website, please email our president and resident webmas-
ter: dale@mower-family.com. 



185 Norfolk Street 

Bangor ME  04401 

 

Phone:  207-942-9375 

E-Mail:  mepcgs@yahoo.com 

On the web:  www.rootsweb.com/~mepcgs 

Penobscot  County Genealogical  Soc iety  

Officers 
President::  Dale Mower 

Vice-President:  Annette Roberts 
Treasurer:  Phil Getchell 
Secretary:  Beth Davis 

Director of Programs:  John Nelligan 
Director of Newsletter:  Patti Mower 
Director of Research:  John Albertini 

Director-at-large:  Celia Gray 

 

The genealogist’s psalm 
By Wildamae Brestal 

Genealogy is my pastime, I shall not stray; 
It maketh me to lie down and examine half-buried tombstones. 
 
It leadeth me into still court houses, 
It restoreth my ancestral knowledge. 
It leadeth me in paths of census records and ships’ passenger lists for my 
surnames sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk through the shadows of research libraries and microfilm 
readers, 
I shall fear no discouragement; 
For a strong urge is within me; 
The curiosity and motivation,  
They comfort me. 
 
It demandeth preparation of storage spaces for the acquisition of countless 
documents; 
It anointest my head with burning midnight oil, 
My family group sheets runneth over. 
 
Surely birth, marriage and death dates shall follow me all the days of my life; 
And I shall dwell in the house of a family-history seeker for ever. 

Articles Needed 
Let us know what is going on with 
your family research or your ge-
nealogical pursuits. 
 
Penobscot Roots & Connections is 
your newspaper, your chance to 
share your news, questions and 
information with others.  Whether 
it’s a story about one of your favor-
ite ancestors or a brief synopsis of 
your family ties to the Penobscot 
County.  Whether it’s a quick note 
about what other genealogical 
groups you belong to our a note 
celebrating a research break 
through.  Whether it’s a frustration 
or a generic question.  Consider 
sharing it with your group.  PCGS 
is here to help, support and en-
courage each other. 
 
To submit, contact: 
Patti Mower -Newsletter Editor 


