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Additionally, those areas for which | have little or no actual
Introduction factual information often cause speculation. Qoestrequiring

further research are indicated with a bordered block and a

. ) | questonmark or are | abeled Al NCOMPI
Believing that "half a loaf is better than none,” I offer this | ' NcoOMPLETE o

beginning toward a comprehensive history of the town of IF ANY READER WISHES TO ADD ANYTHING TO

Oakland. Itis not by anjieans complete, and there are a great ;g WORK, PLEASE DO SO!! Preferably, send me a written

many sources which have not been followed up mostly due t9 note oraremai | t o fmde n i-dut BLEASEA i | . C

lack of time to do so. But in the hope that | can add continuallyjeaye your name and address along with the information so | can
to what is presented here, let this be a beginning. contact you directly.
If there is anyone who has informatiofhistorical interest Of course, no work would be complete without thanking the

) p?rsonal’ busingss, educational, industriaho WO_UIQ be people who helped make it possible. | wish | could tap the
willing to share with me, | would be most appreciative.




complée memory banks of three people in particulaklfred
Wheeler, Ruth (Wheeler) Wood, and Gladys (Cornforth) Brew

Alfred had, for many years, served as an inspiration to m
sharing tidbits of what many people would call "trivia" but
which are theeal muscles which clothe the bones of bare
history. | never talked with Alfred without learning something
new, and | wish | could talk with him for many years to come.

Ruth is a true treasure t(
sheisnowthementalpeo si t ory of Oakl an
wish she would write down all she know$ut it would take
another lifetime to do that.

Gladys helped me begin this work when | first came to
Oakland; she remembered many of the people who appear ir

is normally 234 feet above sea level, and its deepest point is
eabout 109 feét The lake today is used mostly for recreation
2, including swimming, boating, and fishing, and the number of
residents who live on the lake the year around has increased
dramatically since the 1960's. In the late 1980's and early 1990's,
the town of Oakland awstructed a public park and boat landing

on the lake, the location being the former Portland Packing
Cdmipamy plaot which was Bdatadcatthe Adrth ene af lbakevigwa s
Céneterp. iMedsadonsiee Lakel wag alsasthe source of all the
public water supply for Oakland tin1995. Many longtime

residents call the lake "Snow Pond" or "Snow's Pond", but few
are probably aware that the "Snow" refers to Philip Snow, an
regrly settler in Sidney, Belgrade, and Rome in succession, not to

material on @kland families, and shared her knowledge with mehe frozen form of rain. Legend hashiat Snow settled in

freely and willingly.

Two other names must be added to this list, Alberta Portg
and Ruth (Bartlett) Maschino.

Alberta, longtime president of the Oakland Area Historica
Society, is a whirlwind of actiwt and her main interest is in
getting Oaklandds history i
booklets on businesses, industry, old houses, about anything
she can research, and likely has many more projects (which |
honored to help complete) inglpipeline.

Finally, to the late Ruth (Bartlett) Maschino, daughter of
Bob and Betty Bartlett of Tukey RoadRuth, when we worked
on the Oakland History for the 4th grade back in the late 197(
and produced slide shows on Oakland history, this workjust
a figment of our imagination. It'll never truly be complete, but
here is the draft copy, an imperfect "ding" if you will.

May 2013
Michael J Denis

PO Box 125
Parksville, KY 40464

Sidney. Finding that town too crowded, he and his horse either
2r swam across the lake or walked across the ice about 1774, and
settled in Belgrade. By about 1780, as that town became more
settled, Snow moved to Rome, and probably sktitehe foot of
what is now called Mt Philip What is more definitely known
h about Snawtisl thatshé vead boifn o Dunstable SHh 18 Feisa 748 wr
tismin of Jonathan and Sarah ( ) SNQOAKd died in
aBharleston ME in 1850; hmarriedat Hallowell on 13 Jun 1772
Abigail TOWNSEND. He settled on Messalonskee Lake, in
Belgrade 1774near the 1976 location of Bryant Richardson's
Messalonskee Beach Cottagesie and two sons Moses and
'sStephen later moved to Pleasant River, Milo, then to
Charlestoer. His children intuded Hannah, Sarah, Jonathan,
Betsey, Stephen, Moses, Abigail, and Philip
Messalonskee Stream flows north out of the lake, then turns
south near the point where Oakland, Fairfield and Waterville
meet, north of Colby College. It runs into the KenneRer at
Waterville, about 2% miles south of the Watervillinslow
bridge. The stream is over 9% miles long, it drains 205 square
miles, and it has a fall of almost 120 fextin one place, called
"The Cascade", the water falls about 100 feet. Itigsfetl
which produced power for some of Oakland's industries,
although much of the water power produced along the stream
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came from masmmade dams, rather than from natural waterfalls.
Other bodies of water in Oakland include McGrath or

The town of Oakland, located what is called the "Belgrade
Lakes Region," is bounded on the west by Waterville, on the
north by Fairfield and Smithfield, on the west by Smithfield an
Belgrade, and on the south by Belgrade and Sidney.

Oakland's major characteristics are hilly land sederal
bodies of water, namely Messalonskee Lake, Messalonskee
Stream, and several of the Belgrade Lakes. These features |
affected Oakland's growth, as well as the location of its major
roads and settled areas.

The town has an area of about 28 squailes . It is about
6 miles from north to south, and it ranges from 3% to 6% mile
from east to west The land is not very high compared to othe
areas of Maine, but it is hilly, with very little flat land, and it is
quite rocky in places.

The mos important bodies of water are Messalonsked

Lake and Messalonskee Stream. The lake is about 8 miles Iq
and is almost 5 1/5 square miles in area. The surface of the

1 Attwood, Stanley Bearce. The Length and Breadth of Maine. Orono: UM

Press, 1973, p212.

McGraw Pond; Ellior Richardson Pond, also called Salmon
Lake; East Pond; and "The Bog."
McGrath Pond has an area of ¥ square miles, is about 1v4
dimiles long, and has a depth of about 27 fedts surface water
is 227 feet above sea lewellt is connected to Ellis Ponaléo
known as Richardson Pond or Salmon Lake), which has about
the same dimensions. These lakes form part of Oakland's
a¥Bundary with Belgrade.
East Pond is about 2% miles long, has an area of about 2%
square miles, a depth of about 27 feet, and anddtialoove sea

)

=

Attwood, Stanley Bearce. The Length and Breadth of Maine. Orono: UM
Press, 1973, pp. 40, 96

Past and Present: Pictures and People of Belgrade, Maine, 1976, p 5.
Dunstable NH Vital Records

George B Snow, Richard Snow Genealogy, p231

Hallowell Vital Records

Ava Chadbourne, Maine Place Names, 1955, p145.

Guptill, Past and Present: Pictures and People of Belgrade, Maine 1774-1976.
Loring, History of Piscataquis County, 1885, p66

Maine Families in 1790, v3, p259-260

Atwood, p 196

Atwood, p 193

n
al
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level of 263 feets It is situated in the northwest corner of
Oakland, along the boundary with Smithfield.

"The Bog," located behind the churches on Church Stto {
south of Heath St, drains to Messalonskee Stream by a circui
route muchof which is now underground. The stream draining
flows north under Heath St, turns east under Oak St, then
generally south under the Key Bank on Main St, then under
Hubbard and Water Streets, where it empties into the stream
flood time, the straa is apparent, being basically a dry bed thg
rest of the time, so few residents actually connect all the plac
where it is seen with the Bog.

Oakland contains in all, 17,926 acres, of which 16,358 ag
is land, 282 acres is bog and 1,286 acres is water.

Although only a small part of Martin Stream is actually
located in Oakland, this 18 mile long stream serves as an ouf]
for much of the boggy area in the northwest corner of the tow
Martin Stream's course starts about a half mile east of the
junction of presentlay Maine Route 137 and the McGraw Pon
Road. The bog area so drained is about a half mile wide and
about three miles long.

The only other extensive areas of bog in Oakland are
between Route 137 and McGrath Pond, between Route 137
East Pnd in the extreme western portion of town.

Several of the hills in Oakland are named. Hussey Hill,
located west of outer Oak Street, is about 480 feet high. Swg
Hill, where the Waterville Country Club is located, is about 44
feet. High and Summer®ets' crest, called Long Hill on
Summer St, is over 420 feet high. Libby Hill crests just
southeast of the junction of Middle and Webb Roads, at over
feet. Ten Lots Chapel, on outer Oak Street, is about 400 feet
on a 460 foot hill, most of whicis in Fairfield.

But the highest elevations in the town are along the Belg
boundary, to the west of McGrath Pond. Mutton Hill and
Howland Hill together form a saddle back hill with crests at 54
and 701 feet respectively, and thus, Howland Hill esgreatest
elevation (640 feet) within the boundaries of the tawn.

The downtown area of Oakland lies between 220 and 26
feet above sea level, and is thus nestled in a valley, with hills
the east and west of it.

Although many people live in or near the downtown area,
the population generally is fairly evenly spaced along the major
heoads in town. Housing developments, which began about 1960,

toare located off Oak Street (Oak Hill Drive, Carriage Wood

iEstates) on Allagash Drive, High Street (Hillside Acres), Middle
Road (Libby Hill South, and the area around Denise Ave),
Belgrade Road (Al Terrace, Lake View Drive), Kennedy
Memorial Drive (Pine Acres, Cascade Heights, and the

2 Claremont St area), and Trafton Road, with mobile home parks

edocated on Oak, Fairfield, Dunn, Ayer, and High Streets, and
Webb Road. Condominium development hagupgust south of

ra&/aterville Country Club, and there are several buildings in town
which were specifically built as apartment buildings, including
Bucknam's apartments on Water Street, the building across from

eWilliams Elementary School, Hillside Apartmsrdn High

n.Street, and Oakview Apartments on Oak Street. Many other

subdivisions were being considered in the western part of the

d town, especially on or near the lakes.

Major roads in Oakland include Kennedy Memorial Drive
(Me Routes 11 and 137); FairfieBtreet (Me Route 23); Water
Street (Me Route 23); Main Street (Me Routes 11 and 137);
andhurch Street (Me Route 11); Summer St; Oak St; Middle Rd;

Pond Rd (Me Route 23); Webb Rd; and the Country Club Rd.
Other roads include Gage Rd, Town Farm Rd, East Rah
nHussey Hill, County Rd or Gagnon Rd, Tukey Rd, Cottle Rd,
0 Trafton Rd, McGraw Pond Rd, Rice's Rips Rd, Marston Rd,
Second Rangeway, Alpine St, Lake View Drive, Belgrade Ave,
Rutter Ave, Railroad Ave, Sawtelle Rd, and several downtown
420reets includingdeath St, Dunn St, Ayer St, Pleasant St,
uiechanic St, Hubbard St, Grove St and Maple St. In addition,

the US Geological Survey map of Oakland, done about 1960,
adbows at least 33 camp roads leading to Messalonskee Lake,
Ellis Pond, McGrath Pond and Eastridl.

The main commercial areas of the town include Main Street
(Depot Square), Haymarket (Winslow) Square, and Kennedy
Memorial Drive. There is also some small commercial
D development on Water, Church, Heath and Oak Streets.
to

0

The population of Oakland since 188&@cording to US
Census records, shows a general upward trend, accelerating
1960:

YEAR POP. INC/DEC P.C.
1880 1,646 N/A N/A
1890 2,044 +398 +24.2
1900 1,913 -131 -6.4
1910 2,257 +344 +17.9
1920 2,473 +216 +9.6
1930 2,664 +191 +7.7
1940 2,730 +66 +2.5
1950 2,679 -51 -1.9
1960 3,075 +396 +14.8
1970 3,575 +460 +15.0
1980 5,176 +1651 +46.7
1990 5,551 +375 +7.2
2000 5,959 +408 +7.4

15  Atwood, p 143

16 Atwood, p212

Native Americans and Early Settlers

Native Americans of the Oakland Area

The most common word in the Oakland area today may well
be fiMessal ons ke eNatve Améticdnl i am Br
Placenames of the United Stafemiversity of Oklahoma Pres,
2007) says: MESSALONSKEE Lake (Maine, Kennebec Co.)
\me s b \l Brobably srdmAbenaki (Algonquian), said to
mean 'white clay' ((Huden 1962); wlazalopskw ¢ | ay 0 ;
199495).

The early history of most towns is mmplete without a
major chapter on the Native American population of the area.
Such is not the case, however, with Oakland. The only record of
Native Americans within town limits is a small settlement on
SummerStreet neathe head of the lake. It issasmed, until
further archaeology proves otherwise, that the Indians of the
Oakland area were members of the Canabis tribe, which roamed
from Moosehead Lake to Swan's Island along both sides of the
Kennebec River.

( D:

17 usGs



The report of the town librarian for thegr 1921, however, Lemuel and Moody Crowell, Asa Emerson, Elijah Smith,
mentions that relics of the "Red Paint People” were found by Jonathan Combs and John Farrin."
Professor Morehead, of Andover, Massachusetts, in the
"Wentworth field" during the summer of 1920, and that the TENLOTS

artifacts would be placed in the library display cases. Wetitwpr In 1774, a group of Quakers from Cape Cod purchased 8000
Field is behind the Principato house on Summer Street near e res of land to be located in presday Fairfield. Shortly after
railroad tracks. Lucil&mall gavethe Oakland Area Historical | the |and had been surveyed, another 2000 acres was granted, to
Society a small jar with some of the red paint dustinit. The | pe soid in lots of 200 acres each, hence the name "Teh Lot
Museum has a copy of the report on the Red Paint people doherpe agent for the Quakers was Elihu Bowerman, now spelled

by Matthew Kane, son of Rev. Andrew Kane. _Bowman. The land then occupied by John Tozier was purchased
As far as the Oakland area is concerned, we become faniligsq surveyed by John Jones, then granted to the settlers.
with the Canabis village on the Kennebec at the falls between A "First Day Meeting" was set up in Vassalboro in 1782
Waterville and Winslow. This village, called "Teconnet” with | anq Quakers in thTen Lots region had to travel the fourteen
many variant spellings, wasdated on the Winslow side, at miles there without benefit of roads, until a First Day Meeting
presenday Fort Hill, and ran along the Sebasticook River abaufyas set up in Fairfield in 1788. A meeting house had been built
a mile. There was no village on the west side, in either in North Fairfield in 1783 (about a mile north of the junction of
Waterville or Oakland, except _for the aforementloneql small routes 104 and30), and a cemetery located nearby where Elihu
settlement on Summer Street in Oakland,thete was in and Zaccheus Bowerman and many other first settlers were
Waterville an extensive burying ground, located between buried.
preseniday Temple Street and the Watendiéinslow bridge. Names in the area included Tobey, Hoxie, Holway, Gifford,

The frequent interaction between Native Americans and thesgiter and Smith. with Bates. Otis. and Shepherd found
English on the lower Kennebec did not concern the Oakland irﬁérticmjlarly at Ten, Loteo ’ ’

often. However, the welknown Westbrook expedition of 1724
during which the settlement at Norridgewock was destroyed, | 1er EARLY SETTLERS

virtually ended Native American activity in the Kennebec valley. i .
y Y y Among the first settlers of Oakland were the following

During the middle 1700’ f th ini is Indi
uring the middle 1700's, most of the remaining Canabis ndla?gmilies, found listed in Kingsburyistory of Kennebec County

migratednorth to Canada, settling near Sorel, PQ, and toda ; .
g SeLng Q y p. 1065, and the US Census of 1790. It is not certain when these
form a part of the SErancois tribe. famil ved i Kland. but th h H
The construction of Fort Halifax in Winslow in 1754, its | families arrived in Oakland, but they were hereuwtdl 790.
Numbers following each name indicate the number of Free

dismantling in 1763 after the signing of the Treaty of Paris hi | hi | d hi
ending the French and Indian War, and the ipoation of White Males age 16 up, Free White Males under 16, Free White
Females, and Total.

Winslow as a town on 26 April 1771 all testify to the end of

; ; ; ; ; Bates, Thomas 1 3 2 =
Native American power in the Kennebec River regfon. Coombs, Jonathan 1 0 5 _
Crowell, David 1 3 3 =
Early Settlers Crowell, Lemuel
According to George H. Bryat Crowell, Levi 1 3 4 =
"The first three settlers, about the year 1788 in what is Crowell, Manoah 1 0 0 =
now Oakland, weré&lijah Gleason, Lot Sturtevant, and a | Crowell, Moody
man who spelled his name Hossom, who was the progenitgfmerson, Asa 1 0 5 =6
of those in town who spell the name Hersom, and these thregyrin, John
men built themselves log cabins at about the same time. | Hajlett, Elisha 1 3 3 =
"Previously a man by the name of Howe who mais Hallett, Solomon 1 3 3 =7
homein the winter time at Fort Halifax, had a camp near thesmjth, Eliab 1 4 3 =8
logging road where it intersects High street where he spentrOTALS (Approx) 9 19 25 =53
his summers. The three first settlers spent the night with
him on their first visit to his camp and were entertained at In a survey done by John Crosby in 1802, the following
supper \ith nothing but baked pumpkin and milk. inhabitants of WestVaterville, Dearborn and Belgrade, with
"Elijah Gleason built his house on the Gleason farm @ntheir lot numbers, are listed:
the road from Oakland to Belgrade near what is now the | Avery, Samuel, 12 Blake, Nathaniel, 18 *
village, Lot Sturtevant on the farm at Ten Lots now owned Branch, Daniel, 19 # Crowell, Baxter, 4
by Charles B. Sturtevant, and Hossom on Muttilh Crowell, Ezekiel, 24 # Crowell, Moody, 1 @
Among the names of other settlers in the town were Thormasrowell, Samuel, 1 # Damon, Robert, 22
Bates, Solomon and Elisha Hallett, Manoah and Levi Ellis, William, 16 Fal, Aaron, 13 #
Crowell, who were soldiers of the Revolution, David, Hall, Jabez, 7 Hallett, Elisha, 2 @
Heald, Solomon, 3 Kenny, Henry, 17
Merrill, Pearly, 20 Morey, Joshua, 5
Page, Isaac, 23 Penney, John, 15

18  whittemore, Edwin Carey, ed. The Centennial History of Waterville, Kennebec . .
County, Maine... Waterville: Executive Commitee of the Centennial Penney: Nehemlah, 14 Penney’ Peltlah, 11
Celebration, 1902, hereafter cited as CHW, p31-44

19  Bryant, George H, "Sketch of Oakland," a handwritten document given to John
S. Tapley in 1924. 20  Notes of Clifton L Horne, 26 Silver St, Fairfield, 1962




Richardson, Henry, 25
RichardsonJoel, 26 #
[Notes:

Richardson, Henry Jr, 27
Richardson, Otis, 25

# = Listed in Winslow 1790 Census;
* = Possibly listed in Belgrade, 1790;
@ = Resided here 1791 according to Kingsbury].

Kingsbury (p 1065) lists the following here in the first third

of the 19th Century:
Combs, Jonathan
Cornforth, John
Corson, Benjamin
Crowell, Hiram
Ellis, Michael
Gage, Isaac
Getchell, Seth
Gleason, George
Hallett, Watson
Hersom, Benjamin
Hersom, Philip
Holmes, Ephraim
Lewis, Asa

Libby, Asa

Libby, Peter
McFarlin, Thomas
Penney, S

Pullen, Saford
Shores, James
Soule, Benjamin
Wheeler, Cyrus
Witham, James
Wyman, William.

The following people were listed as residents of West
Waterville according to Charles Hayden'svay, done in May

Cook, Thomas
Cornforth, Leonard
Crowell, Baxter
Dingley, Charles
Emerson, Daniel
Gage, Seth
Gleason, Elijah
Hallett, Elisha
Hersey, Reuben
Hersom, Joseph
Holmes, Eben
Holmes, Isaiah
Lewis, William
Libby, John
Marsten, William
Moore, Eben
Pullen, Dexter
Ricker, Reuben
Shores, Reuben
Wade, Samuel
Witham, Benjamin
Witham, Samuel

1806. Their lot numbers appear with the name:

Badger, John, 97
Blackwell, Alvah, 74
Combs, Jonathan Jr, 76
Colson, James, 16
Cullen, James, 74
Gage, Reuben, 100
Kelley, Joseph, 53
Pullen, Sanford, 76
Warren, Joseph, 37.

The following persons with their families and estates wery¢
annexed to Waterville from Dearborn, easMzgrath's Pond in

1815:

Corson, B
Gleason, Thomas
Holmes, Ebenezer
Hussey, P

Foreign-born Settlers

Ballard, James, 12
Clement, Timothy, 8
Crowell,--- BS shop, 19
Crowell, Baxter, 126
Dorr, Richard M, 40
Homer, Chapman, 109
Pullen, Oliver, 108
Smith, Ichabod, 105

Magrath, Thomas
Richardson, Henry
Thayer, Spencer
Wade, Samuel.

2

What was the reaction of people in Oakland to FreBahadian
immigrants, and later, to other immagnt groups?

Civic Briefs

In later years, of course, many other families settled in West
Waterville. Beginning about860, families began to move herg
from what is now Quebec. The first of these Fre@amadian
families is unknown, but by 1880 the following were here:

17

Oakland as Part of Winslow 1771-1802

The town of Winslow was incorporated in 1771. At
incorporation, it included what is now Waterville and the eastern
two-thirds of Oakland. For Winslow's incorporation document,
see thdODOCUMENTS section of this paper.

A vote to separate the west portion of Winslow in 1791
carried 13 7, but nothing was done at that time.

Jonathan Combs was elected one of the selectmen for the
town of Winslow from 1799 to 1802.

Two tax collectors we appointedn 1793, one on each side
of the Kennebees but still petitions to divide the town were
frequent. One plan called for a line one mile west of the river as
the dividing line, obviously an example of interests in Pullen's
Mills, the western viage, now Oaklané

Oakland as Part of Waterville 1802-1873

Waterville was incorporated as a separate town in 1802,
comprising the entire portion of the town west of the Kennebec
River, therefore including preseday Oakland. For Waterville's
incorporaion document, see the DOCUMENTS section of this
paper. The original western boundary of Waterville ran roughly
along the East Pond and McGrath Pond #ne.

At the first Waterville town meeting on 26 July 1802,
several officers were elected who probabbided in the west
village: Surveyors of HighwaysThomas Magrath; School
Agents- Elisha Hallett; Fence ViewersThomas Magrath; Field
Drivers- Thomas Magrath; Hog Reevedoseph Warrett.

Later town officers from the west village includ&d:

SELECTMEN:
Coombs, Jonathan, 1810, 1814, 148/
Crowell, Baxter, 18186, 181920, 182324
Warren, Joseph, 1826
Corson, Benjamin, 18279
Combs, Jonathan Jr, 1833, 1835, 1838, 1844
Crowell, Hiram, 1834
Hallett, Charles, 18486, 1851, 185%8
Winslow, Alfred, 184950
Libby, John M, 186663, 186971
Hersom, Benjamin, 18685
Hatch, William H, 186657
Blaisdell, Samuel, 1868
Benjamin, Albion P, 18702

21  CHw,51

22 Giveen, Clement Martin, ed. A Chronology of Municipal History and Election
Statistics, Waterville, Maine, 1771-1908. Augusta: Maine Farmer Press, 1908,
hereafter cited as CMH, 196-200

23 CHw, 51

24 CHw, 53

25 CHw, 331

26 CMH, 56-57

27 CMH, 196-200




REPRESENTATIVES TO THE LEGISLATURE

Crowell, Baxter, 1823

Combs, Jonathan Jr, 1843

Benson, Benjamin C, 1859

West village candidates ran but were defeated in 24 electio
between 1816 and 1879.

Town meetings were held alternately at the East Meeting
House (now in Waterville) and at the West Meeting House (W
Waterville). The secontbwn meeting was held in the west 9
August 18028 The West Meeting House was located on the
northeast corner of the junction of Church Street and Summe
Street2® For further information on this building, see under
Churches, and in the Documents sectietier from Henry Hatch
to his niece, Helen ?Smiley.

Under President Thomas Jefferson, American trade to
France and the United Kingdom was embargoed. At a specia
town meeting on 17 September 1808, Jonathan Coombs wag
appointed by petition to support teenbargo and form an
address or resolve on the subpect.

Final adjudication of claims between Waterville and
Winslow arising from the division of Winslow was settled on 3
March 1815, with Jonathan Coombs signing the document,
withessed by Thomas Magratipth from the west village.

At one time between 1815 and 1820, there was a vote to
divide the town of Waterville. Demands for public work in the)
Ticonic Village (now downtown Waterville) and resentment in
the west village, then known as Pullen's Mill&s given as the
reason. A town meeting was set for 20 May (I don't know the
year), but the article to separate was dismissed, causing an y
in the west village. A new meeting was scheduled for 2
September, however, and apparently either town sentintad
changed or the population of the west village was extremely
small, for the vote was in the negative, 136 t6216.

Baxter Crowell represented Waterville in the State
Legislature in 18263 In 1843, David Coombs was elected
County Commissione¥.

In 1840, after parts of the town of Dearborn had been
annexed to both Waterville and Belgrade, there was a poll
dealing with further annexation to Waterville, the result being
unanimously against. In a vote at a town meeting on 25 Jan
1840, the vote was netie 130035 However, in 1843, politics
intervened. Waterville was a Whig town, and the Legislature
was Democratic, so because the Legislature wanted Dearbor|
annexed to Waterville, it was. "It was purely a political move
intended to give a majority the Democratic Party." The
portion thus annexed is generally the area west of a line just
of Ellis and McGrath Ponds.

One person was licensed in Wegatervillein 1846 to sell
liquor, at a profit not to exceed 33 1/3 perc@ntaterville

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH,
CMH, 93
CHwW, 67

55
60
66
70
72
75
93
91

organizd a temperance committee in 1847, which started out
with the west village's George W Pressey and three others; the
group later numbered fifteen, including Cyrus Wheeler, William
Lewis, Jonathan Higgins, John Cornforth, George W Pressey and
Eusebius Healep
ns  Separation was the talk of the town in 1853, as two
movements arose. First, a new county was proposed on 12
January, which would have included Belgrade, Rome,
Smithfield, Fairfield, Waterville, Clinton, Clinton Gore, Canaan,
eBurnham, Unity, Unity Plaition, Pittsfield, Detroit, Albion,
Albion Gore, Winslow, and Benton. Waterville was to be the
shiretown, but the measure failed in the Legislature. Separation
I of Waterville was discussed at the 14 March town meeting, and a
new town, West Waterville, wggoposed. The measure failed,
and the west village remained part of Waterville, usually
unhappily, until 1873¢
The west village at least managed to get one of its own,
| Solyman Heath, chosen as town clerk from 1856 to #860.

The Civil War saw great detty in both villages in
Waterville. For evidence, see the list of Civil War soldiers
below. The Enlistmenfommittee formed on 25 July 1862
included John M Libby and John W Hubbard from the west
village. To pay bounty expenses, William P Blake loatted
town $1000 at 6% interest.

In selecting a representative to the Legislature for 1866,
there was obvious disharmony between the east and west villages
of Waterville. Abner R Small was the unanimous choice of the
west, and Reuben Foster, of the @ast.

At the conclusion of the war, the town of Waterville voted
$2000 for war monuments 8 March 1869, the amount to be

paigided equally between the two villaggsThe east village cast
and mounted a statue which today stands in the park diagonally
opposite he Waterville Public Library. The west village,
however, used its funds to build the present Memorial Hall, a
building which has been in constant use for over 125 years as this
is written. TheDakland Chronicleproduced by the Daughters of
Union Veteras in 1932, has an article by George H Bryant,
related to Louise M Benson on 16 December 1928, dealing with
Memorial Hall. See the DOCUMENTS section of this paper.

past
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40
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CHW, 67; CMH, 95
CMH, 99

CMH, 196

CMH, 106

CHwW, 79

38  CMH, 94

44 CMH, 112
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Illus 1 - Memorial Hall (1870).

A frequent cause of strifeetween the two villages, Ticonic
Bridge, spanning the Kennebec River between Waterville ang
Winslow, washed away again on 5 October 1869. Kennebec
County had been requested to take charge of the bridge, but
the end, Waterville and Winslow had to pay the cost of
replacementd This caused great upset in the west village, sin
relatively few residents there used the bridge, yet they would
taxed to pay for it. At a special town meeting on 18 June 187
there were two factions, one supporting lnelge led by
Eldridge L Getchell receiving 419 votes, and one opposing th
bridge led by Solyman Heath receiving 428 votes. The vote \
so large and apparently falsified and attendance at the meetit
was so large that the meeting adjourned to "the Jrarethe
plains to use the check list for the 1868 presidential election.
The "Yes" forces had ballots printed up to support the bridge,
the final vote was in favor 388546 When the bridge was built,
it cost $32,000, of which Waterville's share #26,000. The
bridge opened 1 December 1870.

The rivalry between the villages continued to grow, and
even writers of the day like S L Boardman in his section of
Kingsbury and Deyo'slistory of Kennebec Countyoted that
"the East village is celebratéak its beauty; the West, for its
business." CHW also not&dhat "On account of the large
development of the manufacture of scythes and axes but the
Dunns and others at West Waterville, this was true and the
prospect of growth in the western part of tbeyn seemed much

brighter than it did here [the East]. " Separation was not far off.

At town meeting on 13 March 1871, another vote was tak
to divide the town, but it too failed. As one way to gain suppd
in the west village for Waterville, the towrmted to purchase a
fire engine for the west village. The tactic didn't work.

There were two town meetings in 1873. Albion P Benjan{
chairman of the Waterville Board of Selectmen, circulated a

meeting on 4 February in West Waterville, those favoring
division abstained, those opposing it cast 393 votes. A
legislative committee studied the controversy, and voted against
by 5 to4, but the minority was persuasive in its arguments.
Reasons for division were given: (1) the distance between the
two villages; (2) the separate corporate capacity of the two
villages; (3) differing business interests; (4) opposition of each to
improvemats in the other village; and (5) the struggle over the
Kennebec bridge, with a loss of $8,000 to the west village.
Ultimately, a legislative bill separated the town, and was
approved by Governor Perham on 26 February $873.

West Waterville 1873-1883

At the first West Waterville town meeting on 10 March
1873, a settlement committee to settle accounts with Waterville
was appointed, containing from West Waterville Albion P
Benjamin, John M Libby, and George RigeExpenses and
debts were divided betweerettwo towns, with West Waterville
paying 30% or $18,071.25 of Waterville's town debt of
$60,239.52; Waterville owed West Waterville $4,796.15 for real
and personal property, $5,000 for the bridge, and $980 of the
cash on hand, leaving West Waterville owthg parent town a
final figure of $7,706.422 Thus, the last portion of the division

nquestion was settled, and West Waterville entered the world as a
separate corporate entity.

ce

b®akland 1883-1993

0, Controversy with Waterville was not over, however. On 16
March 1881, the Waterville Water Company (now the Kennebec
° Water District) was chartered. The company proposed to take
Va%ater from Messalonskee Lake (Snow Pond) to use in
'Ywaterville.
At the town meeting on 26 Feb 1886, Article 23 stated: "To
see if thedwn will take action in opposition to the efforts of the
bifaterville Water Co. to take and hold water from Snow Pond as
granted by Act of March 16, 1884 said Act having been
smuggled through both houses of the Legislature without the
knowledge or consemtf any individual resident of this town."
However, a resolution passed in Oakland on 8 March 1886:

"In view of the fact that Waterville is rapidly growing and soon
to attain ten times its present population and needs, the following
motion was unanimouglcarried, and a committee consisting of
John Ayer, Luther Emerson, and A J Libby were chosen to assist
the selectmen in fighting this movement and to raise money
necessary for the purpose. "This town does hereby earnestly and
emphatically protest againtte taking of any water from Snow
Pond by the Waterville Water Company, and that the selectmen
Ehe instructed to use every legitimate way and means within their
"power to prevent the consummation of the subtle, underhand, and

wicked scheme of said Water Cpamny to rob the people of this
_town of their vested rights and propery."
N, As a result of this protest, the Waterville Water Company

decided instead to take water from Messalonskee Stream.

petition which gathered 350 nanf@sAt a vote on 28 Janugin
Waterville, 227 voted in favor of division, 130 opposing. At a

?
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CMH, 116-117
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What is the story of "Typhoid Mary" and shifting Waterville
water source from Messalonskee Stream to China Lake

m

"Food for Thought" restaurant, a pizza shop, Aubuchon
nd is now the Oakland Furniture store.

& ‘.,!' TrNe

The town offices were moved (from where?) to the base
of Memorial Hall about 1904; when the Messalonskee Nation
and Cascade Savings Banks vacated the rooms, they were
available for other purposedlso, the free lending library was
set up on the same premises at about this time.

Tax exemptions began appearing in the town report abo
1904. In that year, an article proposed exempting the Cascal
Grange from taxes for 10 years; in 1912, anothepgsal would
have remitted part of the Oakland Woolen Mill's 1911 taxes, 4

well as exempting Rev A L Gerrish from 1912 taxes. In 1926 §

tax abatement was proposed for the new plant of Portland
Packing, for 5 years. This plant was built just north ofehadw
Cemetery, where the town park and boat landing is located
today; the buildings were taken down in the early 1970's, and
several years the property stood idle and vacant.

The Town of Oakland assumed responsibilities for Memq|
Hall in 1907. The trustees of the West Waterville Soldiers'
Monument Association had run the hall since it was built in
1869. From here on the Sergeant Wyman post of the Grand
Army of the Republic was to retain control of the Post Room f
$1 per day, while the town hted and lighted it, the Woman's
Relief Corps and Sons of Union Veterans to have same privil
for $.50 per day used.

A clock was proposed in 1908, to be placed in the tower
the Methodist Church on School Street. Evidently, the article

t By

W S o 2 i P

r, corner of Main and Water
Streets.

) Also in that year, the budget committee recommended

rI"’?Juilding a comrnity building to serve as a community

auditorium and veteran's service center as memorial to WWII

veterans, and raising $25,000 for a reserve fund until such

memorial could be built; it never was built.

O The Town Farm was sold in 1948, ending many yefrs o

town operation of this facility for the poor and indigent. The

P9fdney realized was put into a fund for the new fire station.

¢ INCOMPLETE -- INCOMPLETE

for

didn't passhowever. One article which did pass in 1909
proposed that the town assume liability for keeping the newly,|

Education

erected fish screen at the outlet of Messalonskee Lake free o
debris.

The Lewis Cemetery was enlarged in 1913 when the tow
voted to purchase a ldtbm A R Peavey of 3% acres.

Diphtheriaand scarlet fever epidemics arose in 1914. In
1912, there was one case of each disease reported; in 1913,
cases otliphtheriaand five of scarlet fever were reported; in
1914, diphtheriacases rose to 33, thifive scarlet fever cases.
Public health appropriations were excessive due to the cost g
antitoxins and fumigating because of the increased price of
material caused by "the war."

The end of World War | brought two proposals in the 191
town meeting; 1) a proposal for an addition to Memorial Hall t
honor servicemen; and (2) money for a reception for the men
from Oakland who served in the war. The first was not
accomplished; the second was, and the town held a giant paf
and reception in the summei 1919, when many of the men ha
been discharged for military service.

The format of town government changed in 1936, when t
town voted to abandon the selectman form and replace it with
Town Council and Town Manager form of government. Many
of the brmer town official positions were now to be handled b
the manager.

The town operated an Air Observation Post during World
War Il. It was located at the west corner of Summer Street ng
the Belgrade Road, and was sold in 1945. In the same year,
was a proposal to allow the showing of motion pictures on
Sundays between 3 pm and 11:30 pm. The Oakland Theatef
located at the southeast corner of Water St and Main St; it w4
operation into the late 1960's, and later became in successio

f
Important Dates
" 1826 Limits of school districts listed

1864 High school age students attendtéfsille Academy
1873 ?Free high school organized by 1873
thi§§3 School districts abolished
1890 School added in Elias Bowman neighborhood
1891 Number 3 school brought to Village
f 1892 Brickett School closed
1892 New school built in Thayer/Holmes district
1893 Holmes School and Thayer School closed.
? 1893 Fairfield Road School built.
P 1895 Mar 8- High School burned (Waterville Mail)
1895 Mar 22- Repairs at HS commenced, ready shortly.
&896 Graded system introduced except for Unjon
ade Smithfield Rd near Tow Farm Rd)Dearborn, Libby
d Hill, Ten Lots and Hussey Hill Schools
1898 Sep 17- New High School begun
'®1898 ?Blake School sold?
4900 Sep 14 New High School burned
1901 "Old Schoolhouse" moved to corner of School and
y Water
1901 High School replaced
1011 Oakland Heights (Ten Lots) School closed
*34912  Libby Hill School closed
EE>  Dearborn School sold
1912 Memorial Hall housed 2nd grade
&5 Libby Hill School reopened
151817 6th Grade moved to Grade School
1888 Jul 1- Union with Sidney and Rome



1919

1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1923

1924
1925
1925
1925
1925
1926

1927
1927
1928
1922
1933
1933
1934
1934
1934
1936

1937

1937
1937
1937

1938
1938
1938
1938

1939
1939
1940
1941
1942
1945
1946
1947

1947
1947

1948

1948
1956
1957
1962
1965
1966
1968
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Hose Housdetween Baptist and Universalist
Churches remodeled to hold 2nd Grade

Physical Education added at High School

8 grade elementary system added

Will of M L Williams bequeathed $25,000

G H Bryant donated $2,500

Memorial Hall and Hosélouse used for 1st grade
Land on Pleasant Street purchased for a high schog
Basketball dropped when Messalonskee Hall was
remodeled

Mar - Town voted to build new high school

Sep- Williams H S opened

Basketball returned

Oakland Teachers Assoc organized

Sep- Part of 7th grade moved from WHS to old HS
Dec- Union Schooljunctionof Town Farm and
Smithfield Road$ burned

Tennis courts begun

"Old School” on Belgrade Ave sold

Union School rebuilt

Feb 25- John S Tapley died

Hot dishes first served in WHS cafeteria

Power machinery added to Manual Arts classes
Libby Hill School closed for 1 year to save money
Sep- SubPrimary grade started

Sep- 7th grade returned to WHS

Nov - Waterville Road students conveyed by bus
instead of WF&ORailway

Sep- Union School closed, pupils conveyed to Wate
St

Sep- 8th grade science course added

Sep- HS began at 8:40, 20 minutes earlier than befg

Sep- Achieverrent and IQ testing begun in elementary

grades

Libby Hill School sold

Union School soldit is now a private residence
Sep- Dental clinic started

Sep- One year Civics, one year US history added;
advanced civics becomes PAD

Water Sreet primary school sold

Sep-J S Tapley School opened

Grades 17 at Tapley, 82 at WHS

Tennis Courts at WHS resurfaced

War-related courses added at WHS

School St School (Old HS?) sold

Feb- Supt Cutts proposed WHS addition

Sep- Public Library used for a class until WHS
construction done

Sep- Football program at WHS reinstated

Dec 23- Enlarged gymnasium unofficially opened at
WHS

Jan- Indoor crowd of 1000 attended musical
"Americana" at WHS

Mar - Classrooms in WHS addition ready

Jun- Primary School begun

Jan- Primary School opened

Addition to WHS built (locker rooms, 2 science labs
Nov - SAD 47 organized with Oakland and Sidney
Jan- Belgrade joined SAD 47

1969 Sep- Messalonskee HS opened, WHS became
Williams Junior High School

1975 Primary and Bean School additions built

1981 Belgrade addition/renovation under construction

1984  Sep- 7th and 8th graders from Romeétitoned to
WJIHS

1985 Mar - K-6 students from Rome tuitioned to Belgrade

I Central

1985  Jun- Rome Elementary School closed

1986 WJHS renovation/addition approved

1986 Jun-Renovation of WJHS began

1986 Oct 17- WJIHS students moved to Gilman Street,
Waterville

1987  Sep- WJHS reopened, dedicated 18 Oct

1989 May 31- Straw vote on Messalonskee HS renovation

1989 Sep- WIHS became a middle school

1990  Apr - Messalonskee HS renovation begun

1992 Nov - MHS Rededication, series of public events

2003 Sep Messalonskee Middle School opens with grad8s 6
2009 Julyi SAD 47 officially becomes Regional School District
18, with the inclusion of China with Belgrade,

Oakland, Rome and Sidney.

Winslow and Waterville 1771 - 1873

WINSLOw, 1771-1802

While Oaklandwas a part of the town of Winslow,
appropriations for education were not always made, as was the
case in spending for the ministry. There were a number of years
when the tax burden of the town was just so great, that no money
vas available for educatioand such education as was available
Svas usually done at home, anyway.

In 1778, money was appropriated for a minister, but not for
schools; in 1780, neither was funded. Capt. Zimri Haywood was
allowed four pounds, eight shillings and sixpence for pay and
boarding of a schoolteacher for one money as of March, 1787. In
1788, 1789 and 1790, no money was spent on either religion or
education, but in 1791, fifty pounds was spent for schooling.
Evidently, private schools were the order of the day. Witness
this document:

r

Winslow, 28th Dec. 1796

Whereas Abijah Smith of said Winslow, has agreed to keep
a school in Ticonic Village [now downtown Waterville] for the
term of three months next ensuing the date hereofbaacdi
himself and find a room conveniemirfthat purpose. We the
subscribers do promise to pay him twenty dollars pr metth
dollars of which is to be paid weekly for Hisard-and the
remainder to be paid at the expiration of said three months each
one to pay in proportion to the numberdigns for-also to find
and hall to said room, a sufficient quantity of fik@od for said
school.
Nehemiah A Parker, One
Benj. Chase, Three
Getchell & Redington, Five
James M'Kim for three

John Rogers, Three
Elnathan Sherwin, Two
Edw'd Piper for two
JonacClark, Three

Feby 7th, 1797"

Sep- Grade 8 students attended Belgrade Central
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Often schoolmasters were paid in kind rather than in mon
which was depreciated nearly to the point of being worthless.
Pay in "pickled herring" was better than in paper money of the
time.

Winslow voted $250 foeducation in March 1796; the term
"school district" first appeared in the same meeting records.
School agents on the west side of the river (Waterville and
Oakland) elected in 1798 included Nathaniel Low, Asa
Redington, Daniel Carter, Jonathan Combs, B#&attee, Hugh
Osborne and Thomas Bates. Combs was probably the agentf
what is now downtown Oakland. In 1800, Winslow appropria
$400 for schools.

WATERVILLE, 1802-1873

In Waterville's first town meeting, 26 July 1802, school
agents were elected include Elisha Hallett, Thomas Parker,
Nehemiah A Parker, Nelson Colcord, Asa Soule, Micah Ellis,

Isaac Corson, John Streter, Thomas Cook and Samuel Moor$

a meeting on 9 August 1802, $300 was voted for schools.

The following March, 1803, $400 wasted for education;
and on 2 May 1803, school districts were reported as" Ticoni(
Rose's, Teitot, Almond Soule's, Tozer's, Low's, Moor's, Asa
Soule's, Osborne's and Crowell's. The agents had full power
the running of schools, hiring of teachers anaviding teacher
salaries.

By 1827's town meeting, the superintending school
committee, usually consisting of three members, was require

"to make a written report to the town, at the annual meeti
in March, describing the state and condition ofgbeeral
schools in the town, which report shall embrace the following
particulars, viz. the name of each school agent, the amount o
money apportioned to each school district, the number of
scholars as returned to the selectmen, the amount of money
expendd in each district for instruction designation how much
for masters and how much for mistresses and how much for
wood, and the names and wages of the instructors, and how
each one has been employed, the number of scholars prese
each examinatig the greatest as well as the average number
scholars that have attended each school, the kind of books of
every kind used in each school, the number of scholars in ea

eyransfer for various reasons: the quality of teachers, size of the
school, distance from the school.
In the meeting of 1829, $900 wasted for schools. By

1836 there were 14 districts with a total student population of
1049, and expenditures of $1131.18. Pay ranged from $26 a
month to $4 a month. The entire teaching force in 1836 included
Martha Bowman, Celia A Colburn, Lyman Corsétyira

Cowan, J G Dickenson, William L Eaton, Crosby Hinds, Louisa
N Ingalls, Philip N Kimball, Mary Ladd, Maria Libby, Mary
fokarston, Charlotte Mathews, Charles Morrill, Martha W Nelson,
te@aroline Pullen, David Purington, Martha A Sheldon, Sophia
Thayer, Daforth Thomas, E M Thurston, Adeline Tozier, Jacob
Tuck, H C Warren, Serena Whitman, and Thomas Wright.

In 1864, high school age students were attending Waterville
Academy, later Coburn Classical Institute, on a tuition basis, the
town not having a publibigh school. Also, beginning in 1864,
the superintending school committees prepared printed reports,
. dealing with what were then current issues in local education:

Interest in Education, Kind of Education Needed; Qualification
of Teachers; Selection ofe&chers; Interest and @peration of
, Parents; TexBooks; and others.

D

oV¥est Waterville and Oakland 1873-1918

WEST WATERVILLE, 1873-1883

When Oakland was incorporated as West Waterville in
1:1873, there were twelve schoelsiine school districts and a free
NHigh School. District Number 1, comprising the village area,
had a Lower and an Upper Primary School, an Intermediate
School and a Grammar School. Miss Fannie Dinsmore Weston,
f who supposedly graduated from the Farmington Normal School
(now University ofMaine at Farmington) about 1868, was
Superintendent of Oakland schools from about 1872 or 1874 to
about 1884, when she apparently married Eugene Sewall of
Madisons
ong

f

r)

When was the first high school opened in West Watervillg
Where was it located?

~

school that have attended to the study of English grammar,
arithmetic and geogragtand each of them, together with such
remarks and observations as the committee may be pleased
make on the discipline, progress and appearance of each, wh
creditable to the scholars and instructors, or otherwise, wheth
the money appears to haveen faithfully and judiciously
expended by the several agents or not, whether the scholars
sufficiently provided with suitable bookswith such other facts
as the committee may deem interesting and worthy to be
communicated to the town, which repshiall be lodged with the

By 1879, the town raised $2290.24 for the education of 529
[Ostudents. The Supervisor of Schools, commented in the annual
etBBbrt on several important subjects:
€r  1-"Responsibility of Agents...a word of advice to agents.

Do not employ teachers simply because gan get them cheap,
@f®r often they prove the dearest. ... Employ your teacher early.
Do not wait till every good teacher is engaged ...

2 - "Qualifications of Teachers ... Teachers should

understand that if they expect to receive employment, they must

town clerk, and preserved in his office."

fully qualify themselves for their work ... Few teachers fail of
success for want of education, where many fail for want of skills

7
Was this requirement met? Are the records extant?

in the government and general management of their schools.
3 - "Duties of Parents ... If parents fully realized how much
substantial good a hearty cooperation on their part would effect;

In 1826 or 1827, the limits of each of the then thirteen
school districts was set out in the town records. But for many
years, thédusiness of transferring families from one district to

if they could only see how like magic a friendly call and a word

55 Barbara Mildram, Ocean View #59, 52 Falmouth Rd, Falmouth, ME 04105,
interview at York, ME 11 Jul 1992; on 10 Oct 1992 Ms Mildram indicated that

ed a she could find no record of Fannie Dinsmore in Farmington Normal School

another took up many pages in the records. Families reques

matriculation or attendance records.
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of cheer operate on the courage of the teacher and the ambit
of the scholar; they would be frequent visitors at the school
room.

4 - "Small Districts ... Cannot two adjoining districts be
united, or some means devised for conveying scholars from g
small to a larger school? It is better to go a long way to a god
school, than to have a poor one at your déor."

The main problms in 1879 were to plague the town for
many yearspoor attendance and schools in poor condition. T
beginning of a move to change or abolish the district system
from this time, and were to be approved in 1883.

The Town Report for 1881 notes thersatwo problems,
attendance and poor conditions. The Supervisor stated in he)
report that "...Nearly every school house out of the village dis
is inconvenient and uncomfortable, while some of them are n
only poor, but wretched hovels,...One of #¢neshool houses
only is furnished with more than one chair; that one has two,
are both broken."

The following year, 1882, noted a "... general improveme
in the deportment of the pupils ...", but attendance in the villa
schools was only 82%, andly 62% in the rural schools.
Parents were blamed for this situatiethey did not make sure
their children were in school because many of them did not s
the value of schooling.

OAKLAND, 1883-1900

Voters were asked in town meeting on 12 March 1883 to
approve abolition of the district system and the furnishing of
textbooks to the students without charge. They did approve,
partly because of the Supervisor Dr. David E Parson's plea th
"...The disadvantages and unfavorable results growing out of
system are ... numerous ... [and] ... disgraceful ... [If districts
were abolished] schools can be united, scihooises built, better
teachers secured, school prolonged, scholars from distant pa
the town conveyed to school, and a general stimullengio
common school education, which can be reached in no other
manner."

4

on During these years, several things changed in Oakland.
Voters were asked to build a schoolfirfield Road near Rice
Bridge, now the corner of Fairfield Street and Rice's Rips Road,
in 1884. Students in this area were, prior to this date, educated

| by Waterville. The amount of money Oakland paid to Waterville

dfrom 1873 to 1884 would have beeroegh for the town to have
built a school of its own there.

In 1890, a school was added in the Elias Bowman
haeighborhood, and attendance was down due to "want of proper
stefothing”. In 1891, the Number 3 school was brought to the
Village. In 1892, a new sool was built in the Thayer/Holmes
District. In 1893, students at the Brickett School were conveyed
I to other schools due to small enrollment, the high school was
riotnovated to replace 7 stoves with central heating, and the
btThayer and Holmes schools wefesed.

The 1892 Town Report listed schools and enrollments by
h&erm, Spring, Fall and Winter, as became the custom for many

years. Schools without winter terms are indicated with **, while
nt## indicates that school was still in session, as of the wrifing o
jethe report.

School Spring  Fall Winter
ce-ree High School 53 60 #i#
Grammar School 66 55 54
Intermediate School 32 40 41
Upper Primary School 55 55 48
Lower Primary School 50 52 50
Libby Hill School 26 27 #i#
Dearborn School 21 16 ##t
afPakland Heights School 13 11 10
tHitolmes School 16 10 **
Thayer School 19 19 #H
Hussey Hill School 14 14 #H
rt8gekett School 12 11 9
Union School ? ? 25

In 1894, the town report lists the schools as Free High,
Grammar, IntermediatélpperPrimary, Lower Primary, Libby

The 1883 report noted that 438 out of 565 students of scmoﬁi"v Fairge_:llld Road, Oakland Heights (Ten Lots), Union, and
ussey Hill.

age attended school; schools listed included Upper Primary,
Lower Primary, Intermediate, Grammar, High School, District
2,3,4,5,6,7,8,and 9; and $2690.25 was spent on commor
schools and $735.50 on the High School.

The table below indicates what transpired from 1884 to
1894

Cost of Cost of
Attendance Common High

YEAR [/ Enrolled / % Schools School
1884 457 /597 [T7%  $2649.44 $899.03
1885 452/645/70% $3120.52 $1046.85
1886 421/589/71% $3430.77 $1072.15
1887 433/596/73% $3991.08 $818.49
1888 440/598/74% $3613.71 $993.84
1889 451/592/76% $3762.68 $919.00
1890 412/545/76% $3781.24 $1344.50
1891 393/565/70% $3134.18 $1141.50
1892 421/554/76% $3685.98 $960.75
1893 427/601/71% $3566.73 $1087.00
1894 412 /597/69% $3611.15 $1177.00

lllus 3 - Grammar (School St) School

The report for 1895 reported spending $4060.25 for
common schools and $1428 for the high school, and also
suggested that discussibagin on moving to a graded school
system to equalize educational opportunity.

56  Town Report 1879
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In 1896, $4349.60 was spent on common schools and $1
on the high school, which suffered a fire before the close of th
189596 winter term.

The town moved to a graded sohgystem in the fall of
1896. The High School contained grades 10 through 13; the
Grammar School contained grades 6 through 9; the Intermed
school contained grades 4 through 6; the Upper Primary
contained grades K through 3; and the Lower Primaryatoed
grades 1 through 3. The Union, Dearborn, Libby Hill, Oaklan
Heights (Ten Lots) and Hussey schools remained ungraded.
mention is made of the Fairfield Road, Brickett, or
Thayer/Holmes schools.

Also in 1897, a recommendation was made that figh H
School be added on to, and that a course of study be standar
in all of the schools. The high school courses that year includ
an English Course and a College Preparatory Course, with th
notation that a LatiScientific Course could be pursueg b
omitting Greek and taking French or a science instead. $357|
was expended on common schools and $1278 on the High
School.

Grading remained the same in the 1-837school year, but
the Perkins School was added to the ungraded list. Also, pla
boads were replaced with "modern" slate boards; and the hig
school addition of a new room, several ardems and improved
heating and ventilation was proposed. Expenditures were

$3845.29 on common schools and $1296 on the High School.

The 1899 report ned that a new high school building had

been begun on 17 September 1898, at a cost of $9363.67. Ajrti

25 of the warrant proposed moving the old high school, and
article 27 proposed selling the Blake school. Grading remain
as in the previous year exddpat the Intermediate School held
grades 4 and 5, the Upper Primary School contained grades
and 3, and the ungraded schools included Union, Dearborn,
Oakland Heights (Ten Lots), and Libby Hill.

The turn of the century saw little change in educatitvith
496 students and expenditures of $3515.36 and $1220 for
common schools and the high school, the Grammar School W
split into the First Grammar School (grades 8 and 9) and the
Second Grammar School (grades 6 and 7). The High Schoo
adopted anew course of study, to include an English and a Lat
Scientific course.

OAKLAND, 1900 - 1918

637 the old school building on an adjoining lot, as well as several
e other buildings in the einity.

By the prompt work of the firemen, who worked well and
bravely, the flames were subdued and adjoining buildings
were saved, although at one time fire was discovered on the

ate roofs of the other houses, having caught from flying sparks.

The school bilding is almost a total wreck, being badly
damaged by water as well as fire. The four walls were left

i standing and some of the furniture and books in the various
No rooms can be used. The library at the top of the building was
entirely destroyed.

The fireis supposed to have caught from a defective
chimney, though the building has been built within two years,

dizedt a cost of $11,000. The loss is partially covered by
ed insurance of $5000.
e

a..

Ste

lllus 4 - Oakland High School, rebuilt

@S Manyproblems were evident according to the 1901 Town

Report (1) two primary schools were in bad shape, but the town
Wed $208.73 to renovate the Lower Primary School; (2) the
% chool at Oakland Heights (Ten Lots) had 6 Oakland and 11
Fairfield students, whictvas a problem for the town; (3)
compulsory attendance laws were passed which mandated
schooling for students between the ages of 7 and 16; and (4)

On 14 September 1900, the new High School burned. Theconveyance to school was allowed only when the hardship of the

building housed the four largest schools in the town, and the
included the school library as welllhe Daily Kennebec Journa
reported the following:

OAKLAND'S LOSS-- Handsome New High School
Building Gutted by Fire- Building Cost $11,000 Two Years
Ago - Insurance about $5000The Fire Supposed to have
Originated from a Defective Chimney

Oakland Me., Sept. 14-- (Special}- Thursday night, at

ossudent was involved. The report also ndtet 3 terms of 12
weeks rather than 10 would be advantageous; tuition was set at
$3.00 per term for the English Course and $3.50 for the L atin
Scientific Course; and the town voted to move the old school
house (WHICH ONE?) to the corner of School and Wate
Streets.

A positive change took place in 1902. The high school
was replaced at a cost of $4972.50; the old high school building
was moved and renovated at a cost of $1018.63; the Union

about 12 o'clock, the citizens of the place were aroused fronschool became a graded school, holding graesahd the loss

their slumbers by loud cries of "fire." Investigation proved
that fire had broken out in the new school building on Schq
street, and by thééme assistance arrived on the scene, the

entire top of the structure was in flames. At first it looked ¢
though the building was doomed to entire destruction, alsd

of the school library was partly rectified by Articles 33 and 34,
olvhen the town voted tas@ablish a free public library.

1S Few changes took place between 1902 and 1906. The 1906

report listed teachers' weekly salaries as follows:

High School Grades 1013 $27.70
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First Grammar School Grades 8 and 9$10.00
Second Grammar School Grades 6 and$B.00
Intermediate School Grades 4 and5  $9.00
Old High School Grade 3 $7.50
Upper Primary School Grades 1 and 2 $8.25
Lower Primary School Grades 1 and 2 $8.25
Union, Oakland Heights, Libby Hill $8.25

As of September 1906, the High School contained grade
through 13, and the Intermediate School housed grades 3 thr
5 at a renovated cost of $2200. Also, the Woman's Relief Co
presented the schools with 12d#a one for each schoolroom in
town.

The outbuildings at the Libby Hill School were blown ovel
during the winter of 1907. The school report also recommeng
replacing four hot air furnaces at the High School with a stear
plant.

The 190910 school year itnessed a class trip for the high
school graduates (all six of them); eye and ear testing for the
time; a revised course of study; and 14 teachers in the syster
The Oakland Heights school was closed in 1911, and the Lib
Hill School in 1912, leawng only one rural school. Five
graduates finished school in 1911, and 5 more in 18U2retia
Dingley, Gladys E Gleason, Leda B Kelley, Evan R Perkins, 4
John Perry.

191213 was relatively uneventful, but the report for 1914
begins a long series ofgblems with overcrowding, continuing
to the present day. The Memorial Hall was used to house the
grade that year. Oakland High was graduating 6 students, bu
had 28 entering from grade 9; the town was told to expect 65
students in a room designed 6. A proposal was made to
build a new building, but the decision as to whether it should
high school or a grade school was not made. Industrial educ
was added in grades-®, being an elective in high school.
Graduates that year were Cl&awtelle, Gertrude M Greene,
Henry A Snell, lva M Rowe, John J Gleason, Flossie M Bake
Masey E Flynn, Ruth E Tozier, Ada B Sturtevant, Mildred C
Stevens and Laura Lewis. High school enroliment was 6 sen|
10 juniors, 6 sophomores and 23 freshmen.

The 1915 report noted that the Dearborn School was sold
$202, enrollment decreased, and Arthur W Greeley, Alton B
Libby, Elizabeth W Bowman, Ernest P Oliver, and Ruth E Fo4
graduated. Bertha Eldridge, Kenneth R Farr, Margaret L Otis
Harold A Walton Hylda F Marsh, Gladys Leach, Grace E Bro
and Belle M Dow were listed as graduates in the 1916 report.
the same report, mention was made of the 6th grade being m
to the grade school, and the commercial classroom being mo
into the room thus waated. Alfred Marsh, Leland Bickford and
Asenath Tozier were listed as graduates in 1917.

The school year 19178 was memorable for a number of
reasons. First, the North and South Primary schools were
repaired, as well as the Union and Libby Hill sclsodhis last
being reopened once more. A smallpox epidemic reduced
attendance during the winter term of 1917, and a new school
union with Sidney was formed as of 1 July 1918, with John S
Tapley, from Charleston, Maine, as superintendent. Shortly
after, Norridgewock, Belgrade and Smithfield joined School
Union #53.

Union #53 with John S Tapley 1918-1931

SCHOOL YEAR 1918-1919:

In John S Tapley's first report as the Superintendent of
School Union 53, in the 1919 Town Report, he had a number of
recommendatins to make for the improvement of schools in the
town. First, and most expensive, was the need for a new high
school to hold the Junior and Senior divisions. He suggested that
| the lower grade building, presently on the southwest corner of
Z) hool and Watr Streets, be remodeled for the use of grades 1

N ugh 4, with the then high school next to the Methodist
PEhurch being used for grades 5 through 8. This would go along

with another change, to that of asgade program. He also

suggested supervised esses with playgrounds, the first
ler(?ention of such in the town reports.
' SCHOOL YEAR 1919-1920:

By the next report, several changes had already begun to be
fi de. Increased teacher salaries were proposed, from $14.50 to
A 0 per week in order to keep teacheHose House No. 1
)gpetween the Baptist and Universalist Churches, had been

remodeled to house a4pil second grade. Physical training
programs and an 8 grade prograereimplemented. And the

ill of Milton LaForest Williams had been probated, pichrg

25,000 for educational purposes in Maine, the executor of the
will suggesting that the town of Oakland be the beneficiary. In
the same report, it was noted that George H Bryant bequeathed

00 for an athletic field at the proposed new high school.

rticle 32 of that year's report proposed organizing a building
committee for a new high school.

Enrollment continued to rise between 1921 and 1924:

\n

—

be G_rade 1921 1922 1923 1924
atiojg'gh School 106 100 100 107
th Grade 31 44 43 45

7th Grade 43 49 44 52
6th Grade 39 41 49 50

" 5th Grade 44 49 56 50
ors4th Grade 40 46 58 45
3rd Grade 49 55 60 40
for2nd Grade 59 54 48 34
1st Grade 43 55 52 --

ter U_nion S_chool 21 25 15 18
Libby Hill 12 12 12 13

{/n Po_st_Rooms -- -- -- 52
In Fairfield St -- -- -- 38
oveEOTAL 487 530 537 544

VeéjCHOOL YEAR 1920-21:

Superintendent Tapley pleaded that the Hose House school
be retained for a short period of time, until the new high school
could be built. His rationale was that the town had already
refitted the upstairs of this building as a school at carable
expense, and that if the building had to be vacated and returned
to the fire department, the town would have to build another new
school, or at least an addition, for still more money. Article 44 in
the warrant proposed that the town retain ush@Hose House
for the time being, the article evidently not passing.

SCHOOL YEAR 1921-22:
As of this year, an athletic council and a school library had

been established at the high school. The first grade was housed
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in the Hose House, then moved te iemorial Hall post rooms|
The question of what the town was going to do with the $37,5
which was available for a new school was answered in Articlg
29 and 30 at the town meeting. Voters raised another $5000
new high school in Article 29; antigy voted to buy land on the
north side of what is now Pleasant Street as a site for the
building.

SCHOOL YEAR 1922-23:

The 1923 report stated that the need for repairs and new
construction waslisparate The high school building housed 1(
high schooktudents upstairs and 90 7th and 8th graders
downstairs. The Union School was also in need of renovatiof
A building committee was established, and it recommended g
150-student high school, of 2 stories with a basement, to be
constructed of brick, at ast not to exceed $75,000.
Construction was delayed, however, as the voters passed ov
issuing bonds for construction, although they did raise anothg
$5000 toward the project.

A plan to provide interedtee loans to Oakland students
wishing to furthettheir education was offered by the Alice P
Benjamin Fund, which was accepted by the town.

SCHOOL YEAR 1923-24:

Voters may well have felt pressured by town meeting timg
1924. A report of the building committee, given in the 1924
Town Report noted thahe executor of Milton LaForest
William's estateMr. William D Chapple, advised that the town
would have until May 1924 to begin construction on the new
high school building, or the gift would be withdrawir.
George H Bryant also noted that his giftuld be withdrawn
under the same conditions. Article 29 of that meeting finally g
voters passing a school bond issue of $25,000 at 4¥2% intere
high school construction, added to the $51,000 which had
accrued from gifts and interest by that time.

High school principal Dean S Peacock noted in his report]
several methods which might improve the situation in Oaklan
schools: I by securing better teachers: By improving
organization; 3 by securing better home morale; By creating
better comranity pride and interest; and-%y constructing a
new high school building. He also noted that, "While life is
something that cannot be bought, education is something wh
can."

In other items in the 1924 report, it is noted that the large
furnace inthe Lower Grade building was replaced by two smal
furnaces improving heat in the building; also, a new fire escaj

and discovering that graduates of Normal Schools or teachers'
0@olleges, would come to town and stay only long enough to find
sa higherpaying job elsewhere. He recommended ammuim
fgray of $800 and a maximum of $1000 with a raise of $50 per
year, stating that this salary compares with salaries in larger
towns because of lower costs of living in Oakland.

Comparing per pupil expenditures, he reported that, of ten
school systems coparable in size to Oakland (York,
Kennebunk, Bridgton, Farmington, Hallowell, Camden,
Baileyville, Jonesport, and Limestone), the average cost was

0$42.13 for elementary schools and $77.66 for secondary schools,
while Oakland's expenditures were $35.94 $66.10
1. respectively.

The Oakland School Bank was introduced in the fall of
1924, for 5th through 8th grade students. Officers were Lois
Warren, Cashier; Margaret Blaisdell, Asst Cashier; Ethel Calder
brand Emory Man, Tellers; and Martha Strachen, Supervis
r Principal, Norman Lothrop reported that the high school

offered three courses, College Preparatory, Commercial, and
General or Englistscientific. Home study was noted as an
important adjunct to school study, but he said that quality time
not quantiy time was necessary. He also recommended a longer
school day, to allow for more time for supervised studying.

Football was dropped because it was notseffporting;

s ignd basketball was dropped for lack of a suitable facility.
Messalonskee Hall, owndyy the electric street railway, had

been used for basketball games, but the building was reduced in
size in 1923.

SCHOOL YEAR 1925-1926:

a
St
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lllus 5- Milton LaForest Williams High School

stairway was ordered for the building's 5th and 6th grade roomms.

Generally, school buildings seemed to be falling into
disrepair, and nes of false economy were made by
Superintendent Tapley. He noted that in the case of the pain
of the high school building, the project was so delayed that m
time, paint and money was spent scraping the old paint and
repainting, than would have beexpended had the repairs bee
made in a timely manner.

SCHOOL YEAR 1924-1925:
Superintendent Tapley made a strong case for better pay

teachers in his report of 1925. He stated that "the median sa

for elementary schools in Maine is now $843, leftihat in the

Milton LaForest Williams HS opened Beptember 1925,
housing grades 8 through 12, and industrial work for 7th graders.
linghis move allowed the closing of the Upper and Lower Primary
brechools, and relocation of all grades, 1 through 3 to the Lower
Grade School, and 4 through 7 to the old Highd®t. Several
h grades were separated into divisions according to the abilities of
students. Enroliments were: Firdi4; Second 60; Third- 38;
Fourth- 45; Fifth- 62; Sixth- 47; Seventh 49; Eighth- 42;
High School 110.
for Margaret Killman, who hébeen the high school physical
afjrector for several years, noted the return of the basketball
program, and introduction of the "Swedish system of Physical

US as a whole is $1142." Oakland was paying its teachers $

BOO,
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Education”, with its goal of "developing the body into a
harmonious whole."

High school principaNorman B Lothrop reported
enrollment to be Xl 15; Xl - 26; X - 27; IX - 47. He attributed
the increase in numbers to a differing philosophy of education
which he called the "Double Standard." This system graded
students between a "70" and a "100", ¢matdes below an "85"
carried no comments of proficiency:

"In 1910 there were 39 pupils in Oakland High school ang
the town census showed 2,257 persons; at present there are
pupils and the census of 1920, the latest available, shows 2,4
personsesident. Thus, the number of pupils in high school in
Oakland has increased 174 per cent in fifteen years, while
population increased nearly 10 per cent in the first ten years
that ... Thus it is shown that the increased number of students
high sclool is not due to growth in town population alone. Mo
of the pupils constituting the extra number of students now
would be wagesarners or loafers under the old system [which
acted like a sieve through which only a few could pass, and if
whose operatio many were discarded and dropped by ... Man
of the pupils now attending high school would have dropped
through lack of interest and under the stigma of failure under
old system."

The new high school building was working out well. Its
arrangemet resulted in no wasted space, and its facilities wer
great improvement over the former building. Especially noteq
Principal Lothrop's report were the "shower baths", which
"furnished 1500 baths to a large majority of students and to n

citizensnot students, from the beginning of the year to the date

of this report [20 February 1926]. As the bathers furnish their
own towels and soap, the cost to the town is very moderate."
Basketball began again, under the direction of Frank L

Elliott and Margaet Killman. Seventh and eighth graders wer¢

coached by Edwin Livingstone and Norman Blake of the high
school. In all, thirteen intramural teams were organized, thus
making the gymnasium one of the most used parts of the new
building.

Graduates of Oakfal High School who were attending
institutions of higher education were listed in the
superintendent's report:

FARMINGTON NORMAL SCHOOL-- Arlene Adams, 1925;
Ruth Giberson, 1924; Lillian Kelley, 1925; Bertha Reynolds,
1924;

GORHAM NORMAL SCHOOL-- Blancte Clark, 1924; Anne
Folsom, 1924; Gerald Hallett, 1925; Alice E Tapley, 1925
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE -- Russell Bailey, 1920; Harold
Bessey, 1925, Roger Lewis, 1923; Clarence Otis, 1923; Eugd
Scribner, 1923; Frederick Scribner, 1924; Alfred Stevens, 192
Inez Stevens, 1923

COLBY COLLEGE-- Rosalee Mosher, 1925; Greeley Pierce,
1923; Marjorie Pierce, 1923; Nela Sawtelle, 1923; Norris
Sawtelle, 1923; Doris Wyman, 1925

BOWDOIN COLLEGE-- Lloyd Fowles, 1922, Ralph Kierstead
1920

HARVARD COLLEGE -- Charles Lewis1920

THOMAS BUSINESS COLLEGE- Donald Faron, 1925;

Superintendent Tapley noted that the opening of Williams
HS completed a major part of a school improvement program
begun in 1918. His report contained a listing of
accomplishmentsince that year:
"The erection and opening of the Milton LaForest Williams
HS completes the major part of a program of school
improvements which had its beginning back in the year 1918.
Therefore it may not be out of place at this time to make mention
of some of the changes which have taken place along school
lines during my administration as your superintendent. Whatever
163s been done either administrative or otherwise has been carried
78ut on a constructive basis and has tended toward an objective
thatwould modernize the school plant and give the children of
Oakland better and more sanitary school conditions, and meet the
bf competition of other school systems. Following are some of the
5 iohanges which have been made:
st 1 - Reorganizing of the grades sotteach grade might have
a separate teacher.

2 - Elimination of the ninth grade and organizing the school
on an 84 grade basis to conform to the standards outlined in the
y State Course of Study.
put 3 - The introduction of a Physical Training program and the
themployment of a full time teacher in this work, both in the grades
and in the rural schools.

4 - The organizing of a high school Alumni Association.

5- Anincrease in teachers' wages.

Ea Avg Salary 1917 1926
in (a) Elementary, $12.20 $21.90
(b) SecondaryWomen, $14.81 $27.78
any (c) Secondary, Men, $36.00 $55.55

6 - Full time teachers both in Manual Training and Home
Economics and extending this work to the rural schools and the
first two years of the high school.

7 - Reduction of the number of pupils peade to
approximate thirty five pupils.

8 - The introduction of departmental teaching into all grades
except the First and Third grades.

9 - Creating of a permanent high school fund whereby
worthy pupils of our high school may be assisted and encouraged
to follow a higher education. This fund of $500 is received
annually from the WingBenjamin estate. Thus far six pupils
have been assisted.

10- To improve the teaching force and assist in carrying out
the slogan of the State, "A Trained Teacher in EBatyool by
1930." Of fourteen elementary teachers employed at present,
nine are graduates of a Normal school and four others have
recently taken or are taking school extension work.

11- The formation of a local Teachers' Association.
ne 12- The incorportion of a school savings bank, which is
b2under the supervision of the Oakland Branch of the Augusta
Trust Company.

13- The erection and opening of the Milton LaForest
Williams HS to pupils of the senior high school and the eighth
grades.”

D

SCHOOL YEAR 1926-1927:
Superintendent Tapley strongly emphasized the need for
homework during this school year. He noted that "the work of

Joseph Wilson, 1924

the school is not easy, at best, and the results that the child
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obtains are always in direct proportion to the real work andteffograde class was moved to the Old High School, apieya

that he puts into it."Mr. Tapley recommended homework in
seventh and eighth grades, and also mentioned that homewo
sixth grade would not be harmful.

Williams HS added an additional teachdr, Verne
Reynolds, to take some of the English loadlr. Reynolds, it was
noted, accepted the position at a low salary.

Salaries were a major topic of concern during this school
year. Mr. Tapley stated that the $800 maximum and minimum
salary paid to Oakland teachers "is not a living wage for the
teacher ad it is only by the strictest economy that she can pay
her necessary expenses.”" He added that "a teacher who ser
successfully year after year is worth more to the town every
and should receive a substantial increase up to a reasonable
If we make a practice of employing inexperienced teachers o
those who have been discarded from other systems at a mini
state wage and allow this amount to be the maximum wage 0
our strong experienced teachers, we shall eventually lose the
teachers, or work will be nonprogressive and neproductive,
and the children are the ones to suffer." Tapley recommends
salary scale of $86$1000 for teachers, and $150@00 for the
submaster.

In other matters, Tapley informed townspeople that chem
toilets had been installed in the Libby Hill school, and genera
repairs had been made. In December of 1926, the school in
Union district burned, at a total loss. The Advent chapel was
used for a temporary school until a new building could be ere
which Tapley estimated at $35@2000.

The Oakland Elementary Teachers' Association was acti
again in 1927, withMrs. Martha Gagne as president.
Fourteen meetings were planned, with speakers, curriculum
development, and socials. There had been dagiearlier
organization in the late 1800's, the records of which were
deposited in the town library in the 1950's.

Principal Norman Lothrop noted an enroliment of 144
students, an increase of 22% over the previous year. William
HS now offered 4 yeard &nglish, 2 years of French, 4 years g
Latin, 3 years of history, 3% years of mathematics, 7 years of
commercial work, 4 years of science, 1 year of industrial arts,
and %2 year of household arts. The college preparatory cours
required 2 years of eith&rench or Latin, 2 years of history, 2
years of science, 4 years of English, and 3%z years of
mathematics.

The dropout rate was higher than the state average. Of t
class of 1926, 12 of 28 graduated, or 43%. Of the class to
graduate in 1927, slightlyer 50% remained as compared to t
number which entered in 1923.

SCHOOL YEAR 1927-1928:

Both Superintendent Tapley and High School Principal
Lothrop stressed the shortage of equipment necessary in the
commercial and industrial programs at the high sthdapley
stated that unless five more typewriters were purchased, stud
would have to be dropped from typing classes; and that the
industrial course was no less important than the other course
the school. He recommended the introduction of power
machinery in a fiveyear plan, so that the shop would be fully
equipped by 1933.

The transfer of the B division of the 7th grade was made

recommended that a male teacher be hired to teach and supervise
rkainthat school, to avoid the "many cases of discipline which have

seemed inevitable [which] would not have arisen among the boys

had they the supervision and authority of a male teaclesr o

them," a statement which would not be tolerated at the present

time.

Tapley also reported that the rebuilt Union school had been
completed, and that the building was "modern in every respect,
viz.: electric lights, chemical toilets, jacketed heatlates
blackboards, adjustable seats, banking boards and ample lighting

egom the north side only."

ear In the high school report, Principal Lothrop explained the
licdurses of study and graduation requirements in each, beginning
r with the Class of 1930:

mum CollegePreparatory passing grades in 4 years of language

f other than English, three years of mathematics, one year of lab
besence; average of 80 in all subjects, with failures in none.

Commercial average grade of 80 in all subjects and 85 in

d@mmercial subjds.

General (with distinction) average of 80 in all subjects,
failures in none.

ical General all other students not falling in any of the other
three categories.

he In addition to the above, promotion was explained. In order
to be promoted from Grade 9 @rade 10, a student must have

ctedrned 3 points; from Grade 10 to Grade 11, 6 points; from
Grade 11 to Grade 12, 10 points; and for graduation, 15 points.

eA point was earned by averaging 70 or better in a class which
met 5 times per week.

Extra-curricularactivities had been expanded by this time.

Mr. Frank L Elliot coached boys' basketball, and Miss Margaret
Killman coached girls' basketball. Gerald C Hallett coached
other teams as well. Tennis courts were being constructed, and an
interest in baseball & mentioned.

S Lothrop pleaded for an increase in staff, either an

f English/history teacher, or a commercial assistant in order to
cope with increased enrollments expected to be 165 by Fall of
1928.

e
SCHOOL YEAR 1928-1929:

Educating oubf-town students lmme a major concern

during this year. Superintendent Tapley pointed out that to
heexclude these students which some townspeople believed were
costing Oakland taxpayers money would not decrease the costs
heof education, since the tuition paid by @fttown gudents was
based on the cost of their education anyway. Tuition was first set
at $45, then raised to $60. In 1928, $75 was charged.

If out-of-town students were not allowed, the number of
students would of course decrease; however, the cost of
providing the necessary teaching, janitorial staff and building
expenses would not lessen, since the town would still have to

eptovide services to its own students.

Economics also suggested that it was good to educate

5 itioned students. "The thirty pupils namattendance
represent more than twenty of the best homes in Sidney, Rome,
Smithfield, Fairfield and other neighboring towns. Many of
these families do a large part of their business in Oakland and
contribute liberally to the social expense of the tand school."

necessary by increased enrollments at the high school. This

7th
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Increases in enrollment meant the hiring of an additional
first grade teacher and another high school teacher at a total
of $1900.

Relating attendance directly to achievement, Tapley said
"if parents are indifferent as to whethketchild ranks well or
not, whether he is late at school or on time, whether he perfo
the home work that is assigned, whether he keeps good com
uses correct language, is properly clothed and-feday if the
parents are indifferent to these tip#, the child will imitate the
same attitude, his work will become a grind and his school dg
will be robbed of their pleasure and profit."

Tapley reported on the progress of athletics; basketball h
been emphasized since the Williams facility was baited to
that sport, but tennis and baseball were also played extensivé
The tennis courts were constructed in the summer of 1928 ar
Tapley added, had been in nearly constant use during the fal
asked the town to appropriate more money for fiedd that
another tennis court and a baseball diamond might be constr
at Bryant Field.

Principal Lothrop reported on enroliment, up to 181, 33
more than the previous year, divided thus: Grade 20; Grade
Xl - 51; Grade X 36; Grade XI 64. Emollment by course was
Generat 71; Commerciat 62; College Preparator40.

Oakland was still an important agricultural town at this tin
so it made sense when a course in agriculture was added in
January 1929, with 12 boys in attendance. The Stapartment
of Education had organized the class and furnished the teach
and textbooks.

SCHOOL YEAR 1929-1930:

The cooperation of the town road crews in removing snoy
from the sidewalks was a highlight of Tapley's report in Febru
1930. Through theiefforts, he said "children have been able t
arrive at school dry shod, even in stormy weather," also notin
that "ploughed" roads had a direct bearing on school attenda

He explained the new pension law, which was to go into
effect in September 1930Teachers who began teaching durin
the 192425 school year were to pay 5% of their salaries, not {
exceed $100, into the retirement fund. The state matched thg
money, and the interest on the fund would pay teachers' pens
after 25, 30 or 35 yearsérvice on retirement at age 60.

Principal Lothrop noted enrollment at 181, the same as
192829, with 48 in Grade XIll, 31 in Grade XI, 52 in Grade X,
and 50 in Grade IX. By town, enroliment was: Oakland, 146;
Sidney, 18; Rome, 10; Belgrade, 3; Fairfild Smithfield, 1;
and Moxie, 1.

1931, will for various reasts decrease about 6%," which meant
castut in state funding of about $300.

Also teachers in Oakland who had not had recent education

thedining were required to attend summer school during the

summer of 1931 in order to be retained by the town. The course
msould cost $50, and teachers were given a $50 raise to cover the
Daost.

High school enroliment was 29 in Grade XlI, 44 in Grade

Xl, 35 in Grade X; and 58 in Grade IX, for a total of 166.
ys  Lothrop lectured on the need for teaching thrift and
economy. "Much of the present industrial and business
pdlepression is caused from waste and bad management. Large
sums of money are constantly being wasted and in too many
tlfnomes the distress and povegyaused from poor budgeting or
dfrom no budget at all."Installmentbuying, charge accounts and
. thhee payments, he said, were "wasteful and should be
discouraged." The Depression had hit whether the town realized
dten) not.

Salaries for staff were listie as they had been and would
continue to be in many future reports. At $2700, principal
Norman Lothrop was the highest paid. Subaster J Harland
Morse received $1400; Paulenah Simmons, Miriam Hurd, Alice
Brown and Ruth Rogers at the high school, wexie $1100;

eelementary teachers, nearly regardless of experience, were paid
$850, the list including Martha Gagne (grade 8), Elizabeth Hills
(grades 7 and 8), Masey Gordon (grade 7), Gertrude Davis (grade
eB), Clara Stevens (grade 5), Ruth Perry (grade #)eiMa Hall
(grade 3), Welthea Richardson (grade 2), and Evelyn Stevenson
(grade 1). Edith Grover at the Libby Hill school was paid $800
probably because she had taken courses recently and therefore
v didn't share in the $50 raise many others receivedis€ia
aMyheeler at the Union school was paid $720; Anna Morse,
b domestic science teacher, earned $850; Albert Barlow, manual
g training teacher, was paid $1200; Margaret Killman, physical
ndgaining teacher, received $1100; Florence Wells, music teacher,
was paidb650.
)y Incidentally, enrollments for each teacher were also listed.
o They ranged, in the elementary schools, from Minerva Hall's
p grade 3 class of 56 and Evelyn Stevenson's 1st grade class of 55,
igad=dith Grover's Libby Hill School class of 21, with other
grades having 28 (8), 47 (7), 41 (6), 32 (5), 34 (4), 47 (2), and 22
(Union School).

SCHOOL YEAR 1931-1932:
The annual reports of John Sidney Tapley, Superintendent,
came to an end when he died on 25 February 1932, but the

He also commented on the problems faced trying to arrapgeedication appearing on page @3he 193132 Town Report is

a graduation for over 40 students, since Memorial Hall only

worthy of quotation:

seated 350 people, at the same time mentioning that the building

was being used to capacity.

ScHooL YEAR 1930-1931.

The Depression had struck the US, but not Oakland schqg
Tapley commented that "politics and speculation have no pla
in the schools." He also mentioned that other towns in the ar
had been increasing spending on roads at the expetise of
schools, but that this was not happening in Oakland.

However, the Depression would have an effect soon.
Commissioner of Education Packard wrote Tapley "that the
amount of the State school fund for distribution, December,

Superintendent John S. Tapley went to his long home on
the morning of February 25. In accordance with his
customary forethought and punctuality he had practically
completed his fourteenth annual fina@istatements and
arranged for the departmental reports also presented
herewith.

In his passing we of the staff recognize the loss of a
great and true companion and friend. In his labor among us
his contacts were more those of an olclmunseloand ce
worker than of a superior authority and he had the rare gift
to dispel clouds and instill fresh spirit when the way became

ols.
ce
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tedious and the burdens irksome. His unusual ability to
grasp a problem in its entirety and think it thru to a
conclusion that wouldonserve the interests of the child, h
parents, the school, and the community, won him much

deserved credit in his field of labor. At home in almost any

situation, he was called upon on numerous occasions to
programs, to stand at the helm of cigiganizations, to

sponsor worthwhile community activities and interpret the
to the public, and he responded generously with time and
strength to these calls. In his everyday life he calls to mind

the famous saying attributed to Lincoln, "God must have

loved the common people, he made so many of them." N
man in want ever turned empty handed at his door. Surely,

he has given us a mark at which to aim and an example i
simplicity of living to live up to.

The ideal that inspired his work was that every And
every girl should receive an education to the limit of his

ability and willingness to learn. He held the elements of t

good life: Fairmindednessconsideratiorior others,
meeting obligations squarely, good sportsmanship, were

more important thasubject matter and were to be present
in precept, example, and practice in all classroom teachir

Itis, indeed, a bright torch he hands us.
To the memory of John Tapley, who was our friend, t
page is gratefully dedicated.

The fact that his wathe first dedication of any type, and th
first photograph in any of the town reports, is a testament to t

high esteem in which Tapley was held by the town of Oaklandl.

This esteem would soon be seen, as well, in the naming of a
school.

High schoolenrollment was down to 155 by the middle of
1931, and 157 by the middle of 1932. Most losses in enrolim

were in Grade IX, and general attendance was down due to g

and measles.
The room formerly used as a library had become a
classroom; during 19332 it once more operated as a library,

with a magazine exchange club being organized, and a studgn

Library Committee becoming active.

Principal Lothrop commented, "the fact that the operation| of

a good high school contributes to an increased cost of
government is not to be denied, but we must be awake to the
equally true proposition that failure to meet the needs of the I
school adequately will be reflected in decreased advantages
offered our boys and girls, as compared with those offered by
other pragressive communities. We may take our choice whe
to pay or have our successors less well prepared to meet the
increasingly complicated problems of living in an age of
continual and rapid change such as ours is and will continue
be." Evidently, theschool budget was feeling the pinch of the
Depression, then entering its most cruel year, 1932. Many
educators alive at that time must have been worried that the
made by the town under the stewardship of John Tapley wou
be lost due to the econorriollapse of the country, as reflected
in the town and state.

jal

Union 53 after John Tapley 1932 - 1945

SCHOOL YEAR 1932-1933:

Winfield F Packard made his first, which was to be his only,
report in 1933. He noted that since Oakland's municipal tax rate
ard school tax rate dropped below the state average, $692.84 in
eégate funding was lost. In addition, other futatsling$542.19
were lost due to state cutbacks in funding for Manual Training,

omestic Science, and Physical Education.

At the same time, heoted that "if the same conditions, as to
school attendance prevailed today, as in 1920, nearly two million
loyoung people in this country would be added to the list of

unemployed," arguing that lack of increased school enroliments
were partly due to the [Peession and lack of jobs.

Enroliment at the high school was 162. By class, that was
Grade XlI, 29; Grade XI, 43; Grade X, 30; Grade IX, 75; Post
graduate, 3. By town, the figures were Oakland, 125; Sidney, 17;
heRome, 12; Smithfield, 4; Belgrade, 3; andirfield, 1.

Repairs to the high school were of an energgservation
nature-- weatherstripping lighting, and other improvements.
o Miss Hildegarde K Rogers, Home Economics teacher, initiated a
?)rogram of hot dishes for those students eating at schioodér
Ythe control of two high school students. As part of the
hicurriculum, these students get "practical experience in food
Buying, large quantity cookery, serving, cleaning the laboratory
and the keeping of simple accounts." The cost per student was
$.08 per week. Also, the Home Economics course was changed
somewhat, to include care and repair of clothing, a sure sign of
he Depression's effect on school curricula.

In the Manual Training high school class, Albert H Barlow
NA¥ted the increasqaroductivity of classes with the introduction
of power machinery, particularly the lathe and the sanding
| machine. Students experienced practicality, as several of their
B'Ersojects resulted in improvements to the shop itself.

S

n

[

H

SCHOOL YEAR 1933-1934:

Winfield Packard lasted as superintendent only one year, so
ew superintendent, lvan E Adams, notes the progress of the
epression in his first report, finding several effects: (1)
tudents were staying in school longer due to the lack of jobs
available; (2) budets had been cut in every area; (3) more

interest was being shown in vocational education; and (4) state
i{{ﬁnding had been cut. He divided the school dollar distribution
us: Common schools, 4.6%; High school, 29.4%; Industrial
Education, 5.9%; Physic&ducation, 2.7%; Textbooks, 2.7%;
hgiupplies and insurance, 7.9%; Repairs, 2.9%; and Miscellaneous,

.5%. He also remarked that 58% of the total expenditures were
for teacher salaries, and also mentioned that the cost of school
supplies had risen dramatibal

The cooperation of CWA officials in refinishing the interiors
of all schools was mentioned as a much needed, but financially

impossible project, which could not have been completed

(0]

without such aid.

He called for the introduction of a sytimary grale, which,
he felt, would lessen the problemafer placement- students
who were not ready for the work of the grade in which they were
placed; but he stopped short of any comparison with previous
years, as this was his first year as superintendent.

High school principal Lothrop, however, presented his tenth
report to the town. He mentioned the extra emphasis on English

d

teaching, and the cooperation of the Oakland Public Library in
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assisting students. Advanced Latin and shorthand were
discontinued, de to heavy teaching schedules and small
enrollments in those classes. He did call for adding books in
science, social studies, and English, as well as magazines to
school library.

Enrollment was up 12 over the previous year, to 174, of
whom 46 werelition students from Rome, Smithfield, Belgrad
Peru, Somerville, and Alexander. He fails to mention Sidney,
although it should be assumed that there were a number of
students from that town at Williams HS. Athletics were slightl
curtailed due to loweincome, but "more than half the members
of the student body participated in some form of athletics.”

SCHOOL YEAR 1934-1935:

Despite rapidly changing economic conditions, and spen(
plans gone awry, the school department closed its books with
surplus Extra economies included the closing of the Libby Hi
School, and the conveyance of those students to village scho
saving the town well over $450. Also buses were doing doub
duty, resulting in a $400 savings, although the routes were
somewhat Iss convenient than in past years.

Superintendent Adams mentioned that an extensive repajr

program was carried out under the federal National Recovery
Administration: a new asphalt shingle roof was put on the
Primary building, and the heating system weraranged to

HS but Lothrop called for even more activities, to include drama,
debate, and a science and a math club.
The need for a school physician was also mentioned, so as to
therovide for health education, examinations and remedial work to
be done by the physical directors.
Teachers, with other information, were listed as follows:
€,
Name, Position, Experience, In Town, Trning, Salary

Lothrop, Norman, principal 19 11 5 2070
y Morse, J Harland, submaster 5 5 4 1242
: Brown, Alice, English, French 11 7 4 910

Leighton, Barbara, commercial 5 1 3 828

Simmins, Helen, Eng, Lat, Anc Hist 2 2 4 910

Hills, Elizabeth, Gr 87 15.5 8 1 720
_Tapley, Marion L, 87 10 9 2 720
lingley, Madeline, 6 9 1 25 720

&Btevens, Clara, 5 295 285 5 720
| Perry, Ruth, 4 10 8 2 720
old/heeler, Clarissa, 3 5 5 2 720
|eRichardson, Welthea, 2 13 10 1 720

Mayo, Amy, 1 5 2 3 720

McGown, Audrey, Suiprimary 7.5 1 2 720

Hodges, Faylene, music 6 1 5 450

Killman, Margaret, phys ed 9 9 3 720

Barlow, Albert, ind arts 5 5 3 1049.76

Mosher, Laura, home ec 1 1 4 648

Robinson, Vivian, Union School 3 3 2 612

make heating more efficient and less costly; repairs and additions Teachers were staying longer haiey were earlier in the

at the High school were also made.

Adams noted that several problems still remained. Large
enrollment, students who were unprepared for or unable to
handle the work assigneand the inability to handle large
numbers of retentions, were all mentioned as significant
problems. A sulprimary grade was added in the spring of 193
which Adams believed would eventually mitigate the problem
pupils who were unable to handle tresigned work, and would
therefore lower the number of necessary retentions.

Third grade pupils were moved to the Grammar school, g
the seventh grade returned to Williams during 1984but this
was to be considered only a one year plan, since increased
enrollments at Williams anticipated for 1936 would
necessitate the return of the 7th grade to the grammar schoo
in the past.

Principal Lothrop noted that Williams HS enrollment was
145 as of the middle of the year, due to a large graduating cla
in 1934 and a small entering class in Fall 1935. Enrollments
would be closer to normal the following year. Oakland
represented 113 students, Sidney 16, Rome 10, Smithfield 2,
Fairfield 2, Belgrade 1, and Somerville 1. By grade, there we
41 Freshmen,8Sophomores, 40 Juniors, 15 Seniors and 1 P
Graduate student.

A second year of manual training and home economics W
added for high school students, and the library was enlarged
books borrowed from the Maine State Library; 17 magazines
were purbased.

Repairs and additions to the building included installation
drawers, shelves and cupboards in the laboratory; drawer an
shelf space in the office and some classroamesitherstripping
windows in two more rooms; caulking; repointing of the ksic
drainage of the athletic field; and a new tennis court.

Athletics, a senior play, prize speaking contests and seve

century, and in fact only one totally new teacher out of a total
staff of 19, Laura Mosher, had been hired.

SCHOOL YEAR 1935-1936:

Superintendent Adams in this year included only those items
4which were of a general nature, doepurposes of economy,
ofnother effect of the Depression. Therefore, the specialized

reports of music, industrial arts, commercial subjects, home
economics and physical education were not included, breaking a
naéradition of many years.

The intermediate goe system was reorganized, and a
departmental system was implemented in grades four, five, and
six. Adams announced that at least one extra teacher was needed

a9r these grades, in view of class sizes of 45 to 50 under one
teacher.

Repairs and remodelirgf Williams included continued
\ISeatherization; additional storage space for building materials

and a boys' locker room, which were located in an area excavated
under the stage; and a drying room and paint shop. Repairs
needed at the upper grade buildinglided renovation of the
Ireheating plant.
bst  The high school reported increased opportunity in music,
industrial arts, dramatics and public speaking. The addition of a
afew teacher, Clayton R Cronkite, made physical training and
Wislthletics more available. Aghis report contained the first
mention of a junior prom.

Enroliment was 155 in grades 9 through 12, with 251 for the
oéntire building. By grade, the breakdown was: VI, 50; VIII, 46;
01X, 45; X, 28; XI, 46; and XII, 36, with another increase

expectedhe following year.

The "Messalonskee Ripple", which had been published for
nine years, listed the present status of the 249 prior graduates of

ralvilliams HS:

clubs all played a prominent part in the social life of Williams

Housewives 55 Teaching



Factory workers 38
Secretary/Accounting17
Store Clerks 15
Laborers- 14

Elementary 10

High Sclool - 3

College- 2
Apprentices 2

At Home- 14 Engineering 3
Nurses- 9 Truck Drivers- 3
Farmers 7 Store Proprietors2
In College Mechanics 3

U of Maine- 7 Hotel Employees 2

Colby-6 Army - 2

Out of Maine- 5 C.CC.-1
Business 4 Newspapermenl
Normal Schools 5 -1
Preparatory Schoolsl Other Occupations8
Hospital Training 2 Deceased 2
Salesmen 5

SCHOOL YEAR 1936-1937:

Several happenings during this school year attest to the
changingtimes for schools in Oakland.  Superintendent
Adams noted that the town would save $300 during a comple
fiscal year because students living on the Waterville Road wa
be conveyed by bus, rather than the electric railway, which
ceased providing transptation in November 1936. The
Waterville, Fairfield and Oakland Street Railway was to ceasé
operations in October 1937.

Adams listed new equipment added, including new desks
gas burner equipment for the laboratory, industrial equipment
hot platedor home economics, and textbooks. He stated that
much remained to be done, however, including improvements
physical equipment, desks, reference books and maps, and
teacher salaries. Many vacancies in small towns were going
unfilled, due to higher payg jobs being available in larger
towns. He noted that "there are many teachers who desire tg
attend summer sessions to better fit themselves for the work
which they are doing but whose salaries will not allow the
expenditure.”

High school enrollment veaaup again. By grade, enrollmen|
was: Xll, 41; XI, 20; X, 37; IX, 61; VIII, 50; VII, 47. Principal
Lothrop hoped that someday a room could be used just for a
library, rather than for teaching. He stated the need for
additional space for classrooms, thamnasium, manual training
and home arts. The original curtains on the south side of the
building were replaced, and bleachers were added along one
of the gym.

SCHOOL YEAR 1937-1938:

Kermit S Nickerson became Superintendent during this
schoolyear. His report noted many of the same goals and
problems faced by prior superintendents.

A teacher shortage was evident, with six new teachers
employed; a testing program was implemented in the elemen|
grades; a number of unmotivated students wex@naern,
Nickerson mentioning that close cooperation between parent
student would accomplish more than teacher inspiration and
encouragement; and enrollment was up in thepsihary class,
resulting in the closing of the Union school and the trarcffer
the teacher to the Water Street building.

The School Committee recommended that the Union Sch
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added to the budget if the Committee's recommendation was
overturned. Inthe same vein, figggested that many of the
buildings were in poor condition, with high enrollment, and that
"some constructive, forward looking plan should be adopted to
improve these conditions.” His plans would shortly bear fruit.

The repair budget included paintin§windows and doors at
Williams, installing a new water heater and shingling of the roof
of the old high school, and pur6chasing needed desks.

High School principal Lothrop, in his fourteenth annual
report, has a number of statistics to offer. Enrollnvess: PG,

2; XIlI, 17; XI, 31; X, 55; IX, 53; VIII, 47; VII, 57, for a total of

262, which was five over the capacity of the building. There
would be a larger entering class and smaller graduating class for
193839. Enrollment by curricula showed 64 tafithe General
course, 31 taking the College Preparatory course, and 63 taking
the Commercial course.

Changes at Williams included beginning the school day at
8:40 instead of 9:00, which enabled the school to offer 45 minute
"recitation periods”. One rek of an earlier day was an increase
in tardiness, which Lothrop said would adjust itself in time.
teScience was introduced into the 8th grade curriculum; house
uplanning was added to the advanced drafting class; and the

serving of hot dishes by the homeromics classes was

continued though an additional stove and more equipment was
» dleeded. Increases in library holdings brought the library up to

standard, and magazine subscriptions had increased. A student
, newspaper, "The Eagle", was introduced in 1937.

SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939:
5 in - Teacher retention was better than the previous year, only one
person having to be replaced. Twelve teachers furthered their
education with travel or schooling, representing 60% of the entire
staff of twenty.

The major accomplishemt according to Superintendent
Nickerson was the beginning of construction on a new
elementary school, which would be named the John S. Tapley
School, designed to replace the two buildings being used at that
t time. The new building was a Federal PublicriédProject,

which meant that 45%, or $29,250, of the $65,000 cost was paid
by the federal government. The building committee of Francis
Thwing, Marion L Tapley, Daniel M Marshall, Harold York and
, Harold Bridges, worked long and hard, coming up with a fdan
a two story plus basement, 60 by 100 foot building of 11
sidassrooms for accommodating about 400 students. The building
was planned to be one of the most up to date buildings in Maine,
and was expected to be occupied in September, 1939.

In the elemetary area, a dental clinic was begun, with a
number of organizations contributing funding.

Norman Lothrop's fifteenth report had enrollment figures
which equaledhe previous record, 181 in the upper four grades.
Broken down, the figures were 29 Seni@8,Juniors, 41

taBpphomores, 62 Freshman, 46 Eighth graders and 45 Seventh
graders, for a total of 272, 15 over building capacity, including
ad@ tuition students.

Changes in the curriculum were also mentioned. Civics was
introduced, and the existing haégr courses in US history and
civics became full year courses of US History and Problems of
American Democracy; trigonometry and solid geometry were

odiscontinued; a boys' glee club of 30 students was organized, and

remain closed, but Nickerson warned that $750 would have t

b flee school orchestra was enlarged.
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Enrolment was up, Lothrop said, because "of pupils who
few years ago would have beemployedin industry or farming
and who are only mildly interested in or able to profit from
intense study of academic subjects on an intellectual level," g
he warned of $afeguarding lives and property from untrained
youth with no constructive outlet for its tremendous energies
free time."

He suggested that something be done to cover the origin
plaster in classrooms which was beginning to crack and sepa

thoughhe stopped short of criticizing the original workmanship.

He also listed new equipment which had been installed in the|
shop and gymnasium.

The National Youth Administration was mentioned as
having provided employment for 8 students. Administrative
demauls on the principal had increased, and an additional
teacher especially in the English area, was requested. Lothrg
also requested the ability to darken the gymnasium for the
showing of movies, thereby adding "visual education to our o
tools."

SCHOOL YEAR 1939-1940:

lllus 6 - John S Tapley School

The obvious highlight of the year was the occupation of the

John S Tapley School in September, 1939, by gradeshBough
7, thus providing Oakland's elementary students withrtthst
favorable circumstances in surroundings that conform to
accepted standards of heating, lighting and sanitation.” The |
building also relieved overcrowding at Williams, centralized
students in two buildings instead of spreading them out all ov
town, and enabled the town to close all other schools over 16
years old. The era of the one room schoolhouse was over.

Williams High, in what was to be Lothrop's final report as
principal, held 42 Seniors, 38 Juniors, 48 Sophomores, 51
Freshmen, 1 Posfraduate, and 48 Eighth graders, with Seven
graders from Tapley School coming to Williams for physical
education, manual training and home economics.

One English teacher was freed for a period a day to run t
library and supervise a group of student aiadsch helped to
make the library a more useful place in which to work. As far
the building went, Lothrop suggested a maintenance plan to
renovate one or two rooms per year, adding more equipment
the home economics lab, resurfacing the tennis savhtch had
been little used recently due to the rough surface, and rearrat
the shop to provide room for metal working.

a The "Messalonskee Ripple" again provided a breakdown of
alumni by occupation:
Homemakers 76
Semiskilled Labor- 19
Business Management/
Farming- 27

Public Service 8

Ordinary Labor 58
Skilled Labor- 6
Office Work- 23
College Teaching 3
College Students26

nd

and

Al Public School Teaching6 Engineers 1
rate, Normal School Studentsl9 Unknown- 11
Unemployed 16 Deceased 1

Out of the 300 Williams HS alumni over the previous 10
years, 26 were in college, 7 started college, 19 had graduated
from or were enrolled at normal schools, 27 had completed
business school, 10 had finished nurse training, 17 had
completed other traininggnd 3 had begun courses, for a total of

pl34, or 44.7% of graduates, a rather impressive number,
considering the economics of the time and the area.

her Lothrop also noted that the boys' basketball squad was
participating in state competition for the third y&aa row. As
Oakland schools entered the 1940's, despite war clouds in Europe
and Asia, things were looking very bright indeed.

SCHOOL YEAR 1940-1941.

Superintendent Nickerson listed that four years English, four
years Social Science, four years NatBcience, four years
Math, four years Commercial, four years Home Economics or
Manual Training, two years Latin, French, Vocal music,
instrumental music, PE were available. In manual education,
sheet metal was now offered, although the agriculture echad
been dropped since the state declined to reimburse local schools
for teaching it.

Four new teachers were hired at Williams, indicating that the
national defense was taking people who might have become
teachers; Nickerson expected the situation tsigeas long as
"unsettled conditions" continue. Although enroliment at
Williams was roughly unchanged, increases at Tapley School
required the hiring of a new teacher there.

"Health Activities" were highlighted, to include the third

year of a dental ¢a program, and the furnishing of milk to
"underweight and undernourished" children, as well as inclusion
of a hot lunch for children who were bused. Thanks were given
e numerous town organizations for their assistance.
Budget considerations, and unegfsa expenses consumed
Bra major part of Nickerson's report. State aid decreased over the
past few years, and the problem of running a school system on
reduced funds worried the superintendent.
New Williams principal, Earle McKeen, reported enrollment
at: Grade VIII, 35; Grade 1X, 47; Grade X, 41; Grade XI, 44; and
hGrade XII, 30. A new period was added to the school day for
music, dramatics, club meetings, assemblies, and other extra
curricular items. Attendance was 92.1% of enrollment, and the
Nehelp of paents was sought on the issue of school attendance.

aSCHOOL YEAR 1941-1942:
Superintendent Nickerson again noted difficulty in replacing
tQeachers due to defense and, after December 7, 1941, war issues.
Enrollment at Tapley School was at its peak, andkétson said
'9iREL further increases would be a problem for the town.
He listed numerous defense activities including the sale of

Defense Saving Stamps, volunteer teaching in citizenship
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classes, diet and nutrition instruction, construction of model
airplares for the Army and Navy, and teacketunteersas Air
Observers, Air Raid Wardens, and other positions.

Increases in budget items were due to the hiring of two n
elementary teachers, and a decrease in tuition reimbursemer

Williams principal, McKeennoted that only three boys had
left school to work. Enrollment was: Seniors 29, Juniors 33,
Sophomores 39, Freshmen 45, Eighth Grade 42;dPadtiates
2. Ininstruction, the new motion picture projector saw much
use, and the resurfacing of the tergosirts added that sport to
the physical education program.

SCHOOL YEAR 1942-1943.

Hiring trained teachers, two at Tapley and two at Williamg
was a major problem as the war absorbed manpower, and lo
teacher salaries compared with other occupations dtlesvs
away from education.

Wartime regulations on conveying students would mean
students arriving on the three buses and in the two private ca
used would experience changes. Regulations stated that
transportation would be available for studentewive more
than two miles away, or who live "more than a mile and a half
a side road to a school bus route," with exceptions made for
students living along bus routes provided that no additional m
were driven.

In order to increase teachers' sigaby 10%, Nickerson
requested increases of $1200 and $800 in the Common Schq
and High School accounts respectively.

Enrollment was: Seniors 23, Juniors 28, Sophomores 36,
Freshmen 61, Grade Eight 34, Grade Seven (one class) 24.
McKeen noted that 23different pupils had registered to attend
three withdrew (lack of transportation), five transferred, two le
for college, and seven left school to work.

Curriculum was strongly defensgiented, including
emphasis on citizenship, current events, jolming. New
courses in prélight aeronautics, mathematics, electricity, and

Morse Code were added. War activities included the collectipn

of 28 tons of scrap metal, training in first aid and the air raid
warden service, and the sale of war stamps. @mare, parents
were urged to become aware of what was going on in the
schools.

SCHOOL YEAR 1943-1944.

Once more, war effects were felt in Oakland. Teacher
shortages, and students leaving school to work and enter the
service were negative effects; salvadenaterials, sale of war

stamps and bonds, and the addition of a course in Production) and

Processing of Food were positive effects.

A new program, standardized testing in elementary readi
showed that Oakland students compared favorably with their
naional peers.

Postwar education, Nickerson noted, will be a more varie
vocational education; provision should be made, possibly in t
Old High School building for such programs, both for students
and adults.

Manpower shortages meant that major repaingnovations

could not be made, but a new concrete sidewalk on Heath Stf

was constructed which was both attractive and useful.

Teacher salaries, though up over previous years, still
suffered in comparison to other communities and other
occupations.
ew  Williams HS opened with a 10% decrease, partly because
t.three students entered the service, and eleven left school to work.

Franklin Downie left to join the Navy in January, 1944, and was
replaced with Joseph Marshall; otherwise, the teaching staff
remain@ unchanged The strains of the war were being felt, but
school was still progressing.

SCHOOL YEAR 1944-1945:
Teacher hiring was still a problem, but the hiring of a Music
Supervisor was noted by Nickerson in the 1945 report; an
, elementary school orchiea was organized, consisting of about
v 40 students; the school lunch program was feeding about 250
students per day; and teachesarvice training was emphasized.
At Williams, enrollment was: Seniors 19, Juniors 40,
h&ophomores 23, Freshmen, 55. Neif stareplacements
rsincluded:Mr. Chandler (taught 19442) returning in Manual
Arts; Mrs. Sturtevant, in Language and English, replaced by Miss
Barbara Dennett; Miss Arvilla Humphrey replacivigs. Carle in
adome Economics; anllirs. Atherton in the new musiprogram.
The Student Council played a major role in the social and
ilextracurricular activities at Williams, including collecting of
scrap materials, raising money for construction of gymnasium
bleachers, and selling of war bonds.
ol
From World War Il to School Administrative
District No 47, 1945-1965

SCHOOL YEAR 1945-1946:

C J Cutts, in his first report as superintendent, strongly
emphasizes the growth in school enroliment, and overcrowding
which will soon follow. Cutts also suggested that with
elementaryenrollment up 12% over the previous spring, with one
division of seventh grade at Williams, and a projected high
school enrollment of 42% over the present within five years,

ft

Williams will not house the student body properly by September
1947. The needd the town for an adequate gymnasium was
obvious. The seating capacity was only 156, and athletics,
dramatics, debating, speaking, and musical productions were
suffering as a result.

Cutts proposed a building program which would include a
new combinatiogymnasium and auditorium, with the present
gymnasium being converted to two classrooms and a shop, as
well as providing space for a music room and cafeteria.

New Williams principal, Harold Louder, reported
enrollments: Seniors 37, Juniors 18, Sophomdg:d-reshmen
X 40, Grade Eight 56, Grade Seven 25. New staff included:
%ranklin Downie returned in Physical Education, and as Athletic
Director and Baseball coach; Miss Ardis Woodbury resigned,
replaced in commercial subjects by Miss Abby Giggey of
Watervile; Ira A Witham Jr, WW 1l Captain, replaced Miss Eva
ibby in seventh grade, and he taught physical education and
coached basketball as well. Edith Cooley coached girls
basketball. Louder also repeated Cutts' call for new construction
o2p the building.
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SCHOOL YEAR 1946-1947:
Teacher procurement issues surfaced again; 1200 vacancies

annually in Maine were being filled by only 250 teacher college
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graduates. Administration was not immune, as both Harold
Louder at MHS and Ira Witham at Tapley School res@yrbeing
replaced by Maxwell Ward, aridrs. Helen Gallagher
respectively.

Overcrowding was again evident, with forty or more
students per class at Tapley, and all available space at Willia
being used. However, community support was also evident i
that a Parent Teachers' Association was organized, and vote
passed articles in the town meeting to add on to the high sch

A survey done by the Department of Education, reported
both buildings are generally in good condition, though
inadequatdor anything other than routine classroom teaching

only until September, 1950, and by 1954, two additionahew
classrooms would be necessary.

Teacher salaries again were compared; Oakland teachers on
average were paid $544 less than the national average of $2550.
Weekly salaries averaged $36.53, while in industry, average

mevorkers earned $60 per week.
L Sharpy higher prices were reflected in the 1949 year,
swith paper and school supplies having risen 140% since January
bal941, and by about 68% just since January 1946. Budget
(t¢quests for the coming year included more money for repairs at
Williams HS, and a ne bus for the Fairfield Street run.
High school enroliment was: Senior 36, Junior 31,

(2) both buildings are badly overcrowded; (3) future enrollmentSophomore 57, Freshman 54, Grade Eight 56, for a total of 234.

will overstrain the facilities; (4) extraeurricular offerings are
ineffective in the present facilities; (5) minimum needs are for

Williams saw a schedule of five o@ur classes, with a half
4hour activity period. Football returnedfiall, 1947, and an

moreclassrooms, and more space in the gymnasium/auditoriyinadditional teaching position was added in social studies.

at Williams HS; and (6) an addition was better advised at WH
than at Tapley.

Recommendations by the building committee included: (1
add a 36 foot long addition on the east end of Williams HS,
contahing 4 classrooms; (2) move Tapley's grades 6 and 7 to
WHS until WHS needs the room; (3) extend the gymnasium t
the north 30 feet; (4) replace the existing east wall with lally
columns and add seating.

New Williams HS principal Maxwell D Ward reported
erroliment at: Seniors 14, Juniors 45, Sophomores 36, Fresh
55, Grade Eight 51, Grade Seven 30. Music and public
exhibitions were an important part of the school year, includin
the Senior Play, a Variety Show, and basketball under coach
Charles Merriland Caroline Sturtevant. Merrill, in his report g
athletic director, made the case for improved physical facilitie
very strongly, noting that athletics must be selpporting, and
that the capacity of the gymnasium doesn't even fit the stude
enroliment, to say nothing of public attendance, and loss of
student clothing due to too few lockers. He notes that this lag
will be especially pressing when football returns to Williams H
after many years' absence.

The warrant for the town meeting contairedarticle (22)
which would provide a total of $66,000 for construction as
outlined in the recommendations above, $31,000 from new b
issues and $35,000 from sale of treasury bonds already held
the town. A building committee was appointed in Arti2k

SCHOOL YEAR 1947-1948.

Construction was the main topic of C J Cutts' report. Dué
a lag in the Williams HS construction, the Public Library hous
a class of 28 students. Enrollment at Tapley School in grade
7 was 426, with 243 at Williams3$in grades-82. Teaching
time was lost during construction only in physical education.
Music rehearsals were held in the Post Rooms at Memorial H
while the hall itself was used for assemblies in the fall of 1947
The gymnasium was available to tmeblic on December 23,
1947, while the additional classrooms were expected to be re
by March, 1948. The largest indoor crowd in Oakland history|
attend the production "Americana" in the new facility in Janug
1948. Edwin Richardson became principalapley, and an
additional social studies teacher was noted at Williams.

However, current construction wasn't the only topic; futur

S

)

This year also saw the first discussion in superintendent
reports of the formation of a school "district."

SCHOOL YEAR 1948-1949:
Enrollment and faculty reached a peak thiaryeNew
D Superintendent Hubert Redding listed the staff with enroliments.
For comparison with present staff numbers and enroliments, the
list is intriguing:

Williams H S Grade Enrollment
némaxwell Ward Principal Fresh. 56
J Harland Morse Science Soph. 53
g Dorothy Sturtevant Language Jr. 52
eSMadeline Woodworth English Sr. 30
S *Clarence Campbell Mathematics
5 *Hazel Townsend Commercial
*Leonard Osier Social Science
't*Frances Melvin Home Economics
J Philip Chandler Manual Training
KCharles Merrill Phys Ed- Boys
S*Doris Hawkes Phys Ed Girls
Lilla Atherton Music
Elizabeth Hills Grade 8 56
*Farrington Charles Grade 7 31
bnd
byohn S. Tapley School
*Lawrence Sturtevant  Grade 7, Principal 25
Charlena Walton Grade 6 33
*Hilda Charles Grade 5 &6 32
tG@aroline Sturtevant Grace 5 32
edMuriel Dutton Grade 4 34
5 3Razel Hitchcock Grade 3and 4 32
Clarissa Wheeler Grade 3 38
*Abbie McLaughlin Grade 2 30
alMildridge Jones Grade 2 30
. Mary Fox Grade 1 24
Vivian Robinson Grade 1 28
adistelle Noyes Sub-Primary}
*Nettie Wallace Sub-Primary} 78

ry'=New this year

A first in School Union 53, an atlay workshop was held on
b December 7, 1948, and many teachers are noted as having taken

construction was discussed. Space available would be adeq

lag@tension courses.
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Again, overcrowding appears, even though the high schoplDavid Marshall, Biology and General Science, WHS; Donald

annex was not yet finished. A roomTatpley School had a
dividing wall, and the library school showed real deficiencies
a classroom area. Only two rooms of the Williams HS annex

Strout, Grades 6 and 7, and Principal at Tapley; Lois Beverage,
hGrades 4 and 5; Helena Booth, Grade 4; Eleanor Brennan, Grade
2; Marcia Joy, Grade 2; Irene Miller, Grade 1; and Margaret

were finished, and there was no available room for the 8th gradémith, Grade 1. Superintendent Redding cautioned against
so they had to be split up over several reamherever there was| having so lege a turnover of staff.

space available. Based on needs for 19@%here was need to
divide a SubPrimary class of 80 into 2 classes, transfer two
groups from Tapley School to Williams, use one more of the
rooms in the annex for the high school classed,camtinue to

Textbook needs were stressed, and a basal system in math,
English and spelling was completed. Driver training was added
to the curriculum, which, along with higher teacher salaries,
increased fuel costs, and the purchase offoodhe Tapley

use the Library for one first grade class. Even then, there woul8chool, added significantly to the cost of operating schools. In
be a shortage of one classroom.

ol ISR S B R e T
lllus 7 - Williams HS addition, left
Redding recommended as possibilities, first, arsbm
addition on the Tapleg$chool; second, an
auditorium/gymnasium at Tapley; and third, a committee to
study future trends and make building program

recommendations. An article in the warrant called for purchase

of land next to the high school.

In curriculum and teaching, Reddimoted that mig/ear
exams had been instituted at Williams, and that both principa|
had been relieved of classroom teaching so as to get better
acquainted with staff and students.

Maxwell Ward noted that the high school now had a
schedule consisting @& periods of 45 minutes each, with an
activity or makeup period at the end of the day. If students'
work was complete, dismissal was at 2:35; if not, dismissal w
at 3:15. The manual training shop was moved to the new wir]
providing space for a cafeta (1996 located in the present
junior high school home economics room).

Constructiorproceededrom 14 March 1947 to July 1948.
The building committee, consisting of Dean E Wheeler, Odilo
Morrisette, Harold E York, Wayland S Small, and Susan S
Bastow reported that the lowest bids on construction were
$98,750 and $85,818, both of which were above the specified
amount. Cuts were made, principally the walls in the upstairs
addition. The committee requested a special town meeting a
received permissioto build those walls. Bleachers were
constructed for $500 by havindr. Chandler and the manual
training classes build them.

SCHOOL YEAR 1949-1950:

The Library housed a third grade class rather than a first
grade one, and total enrollment was up t@ #®m 704 in
September 1948. Teachers new to the schools included Pris
White, Languages, WHS, replacing Dorothy Sturtevant who I¢
to teach at Belgrade; Dorothy Whitten, Social Science, WHS;

194849, an oil boiler was added at Williams, and the coal which
was to have been used there was shifted to the Tapley School.

About 130 high school and elementary schoadishis were
participating in the hot lunch program at Williams under the care
of Mrs. Inza Foster. A new hot water tank increased the supply
of hot water.

Article 13 in the town meeting warrant requested a bond
issue of up to $10,000 to finish the additim Williams, and was
passed.

SCHOOL YEAR 1950-1951.:

The building committee reported that two bids, $8,425 and
$8,850, were received, with alternates of $1.340 and $1,125 for
the exterior entrance to the manual training room. All bids were
too high, ad the project was radvertised. New bids ranged
from $5,974.50 to $8,587, and the contract was awarded to
Stanley W Sabine of Skowhegan. Appropriations of $2,595 and
a bond issue of $8,000 were authorized.

Enroliment was 714, but was expected to ris¢h@ number
of births in Oakland from 1943 to 1950 showed a significant

Pincrease. Class sizes at Tapley School ranged from 41 to 17,
with new principal Keith Selwood having the 41 in grade 5, and
Mary Fox having the 17 in her Junior Primary afternoossla

New teachers this year included: William Stone, Languages
and Basketball, WHS; Ralph Atwood, Social Studies and
Baseball, WHS; Arthur Clark, Boy's Phys Ed and Football,

WHS; Colette Caswell, Girls Phys Ed, WHS; Robert Corbett,
Music; Doris Browne, Grde 6; Keith Selwood, Grade 5 and
Principal; Pauline Grover, Grade 1; and Audrey Blake, Jr

rimary. Former Tapley School principal, Donald Strout, re
Yentered the Air Force, an indication that the Korean War was
affecting Oakland schools.

The completion othe two rooms at WHS offered the chance
to house grades 7 and 8 there, but beginning in September 1951,
a shortage of rooms will be again apparent. Redding noted a new
method of state financing of school construction which would
help towns like Oaklandionstantly facing overcrowding.

At Williams HS, the old library was converted into a
r]&Iassroom, as the annex contained a room upstairs for a new one,
opened under teacher supervision. Fluorescent lighting in the
annex was to be carried throughout thgioal building.

Bleachers separate from the gymnasium bleachers were
recommended for the athletic fields. A new concrete walkway
from the eassidedoor and the gymnasium door was completed.
The building housed grades 6 through 8 (152 students) aasvell
the high school (174 students), for a total enrollment of 326.
hirty-one seniors and juniors completed theyakir driver
-€ducation course, with a dual control Ford provided by Greeley
‘ﬁand Getchell, the local dealers.
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Purchase of a new school bligistly decreased conveyancg
costs, and a road around the building was recommended, as
Pleasant Street was too narrow for both traffic and parking.
Articles in the town report specifically related to WHS include
Article 10, for purchase of a piano, sgatesks, and fluorescent
lighting; Article 11, for paying for repairs in the water supply
system; Article 12, to purchase the Hunton lot on the west sid
Article 13, to repair the road and parking area; Article 14, to
purchase land owned by Forest Folsmmd Thomas Sullivan,
north of Williams and between the Maine Central Railroad an
west side of Williams. An article relating to the Tapley Schoo
authorized the Library school room for another year.

SCHOOL YEAR 1951-1952:

Enrollment was up to 747 iBeptember 1951; class sizes a
Tapley ranged from 36 in Clarissa Wheeler's Grade 3 to 19 in
Evelyn Mairs' Junior Primary afternoon class in the Library
School. Once more, the Library School housed two of the fol
Junior Primary classes, and there were fulioclasses each in
grades 1 through 5.

Enroliment at Tapley was about 436, and Williams held 3
in grades 612. There were 38 Seniors, 38 Juniors, 44
Sophomores, 50 Freshmen, 44 in Grade 8, 50 in Grade 7, an
in Grade 6.

New teachers included EhStone, Commercial, replacing
Mrs. Hazel Townsend; Miriam Brier, Home Economics,
replacingMrs. Frances Melvin; Frank Hesdorfer, Jr, Manual
Arts, replacing Philip Chandler; Harold Breen, Music, replacin
Robert Corbett; Berkley Hutchins, Grades 7 anahid danuary;
Mrs. John Trainor, replacing Hutchins in January; Elizabeth
Reed, Grade 1; Phyllis Parker, Grade 1; Rosemarie Walsh, G
4; and Evelyn Mairs, Junior Primary. The shortage of good
teachers was expected to worsen, but a new salary scale wa
hopefully going to attract and retain good teachers.

Repairs at Williams included replacement of copper tubin
with iron pipe in the radiators in the annex; other work in the
annex included completion of lockers. Recommendations for
further work includegurchase of additional land to the west o
the building for parking, and the completion of fluorescent
lighting in the remaining four rooms not so equipped.

Redding also recommended a committee be appointed w
would consider "location, size, use, dimhncing of a new

D

Redding also regretted not being able to spend as much time
as he wished due to the fact that Union 53 contained four other
0:towns which &0 needed his services.

SCHOOL YEAR 1952-1953:

€,  Again, enrollment rose to 755. At the Tapley School, there
were five new teachers: John M Gillis, Grade 5 and Principal,
replacing Keith B Selwood; Louise Holtan in Grade 4; Pearle St

d Peter also in Grade #sabelleSouthard in Grade 2; and Margaret
Smith in Grade 1, returning after an absence of two years.
Qualifications of the new personnel were favorable, most having
four years or more of training.

Buildings again took a major portion of Reddingport.

t The annex at Williams HS was finally completed with the
addition of steel partitions in toilet stalls, and locker hardware.
The athletic grounds and parking lots were progressing at

Ir Williams, and the playground at Tapley was expanded toward
Oak Sreet.

Recommendations were made for future construction and

1 expansion as follows:

1) One extra classroom is needed to move students out of

d &ié Library School.

2) Grades 6 and 7 should be removed from the High School,
and probably Grade 8 should bevel. It would take at least

four new classrooms to accomplish removal of Grades 6 and 7

from Williams.

3) Tapley students walk to Williams for lunch; they should
have their own cafeteria.
4) Several grades are large enough to require three

ratieisions based on state class size recommendations of 25.
Several classes by 1955 will have 72 students, requiring three

5 divisions.

5) Land should be purchased adjacent to the Tapley school,

g namely the Hersom Estate.

6) A new school for grades 5, 6 an@v@uld allow Williams
to return to housing grades 8 through 12, and Tapley to house up
to grade 4.
At Williams HS, enrollment showed 38 Seniors, 39 Juniors,
41 Sophomores, and 48 Freshmen. There was no turnover in
histaff, for the first time in many year&luorescent lighting and
steel bleachers were installed. Support staff included Linwood

g

building," and whether schools should have six year elementary.ittlefield, replacing Frank Garland, janitor for nine years; and

and six year high schools, seven year elementary and five ye|
high schools, or a junior high school. Steel bleachers, he sai
should replace the wooden ones which areaith dondition and
take up too much room.

The proposed teacher salary schedule was accepted at t
March 1952 town meeting:

Yrs Training

Exp 2Yrs 3Yrs BA/BS MA/MS
0 $1850 $2000 $2150 $2300
1 $1900 $2075 $2250 $2400
2 $1950 $2150 $2350 $2500
3 $2000 $2225 $2450 $2600
4 $2050 $2300 $2550 $2700
5 $2100 $2375 $2650 $2800
6 $2150 $2450 $2750 $2900
7 $2200 $2525 $2850 $3000

arHazel Lewis, assisted by Elizabeth Wyman and Charlotte
d, Drinkwine in the hot lunch program.
In the Town Report, Article 10 called for purchase of seats
and desks; Article 11 requested $4500 for a new school bus; and
neArticle 13 organized a building committee of at least nine people.

SCHOOL YEAR 1953-1954:

New teachers this year were: J Wallace Pillgpb8cience,
Social Studies and Math, replacing David Marshall; Gilbert
Sewell, Grade 7, replacing Berkley Hutchins; Ethel Hutchinson,
Grade 3; Grace Hufstader, Grade 2; and William Lloyd Jr,
Music, replacing Harold Breen. Principal Ward had atiatle
secretary,Mrs. Argie Allen. Cafeteria personnel wekdrs.

Hazel LewisMrs. Jessie King antirs. Betty Mawhinney.

Regular maintenance at both schools continued, but no
major changes were made. The manual arts program was

recommended for major changesatéour area Industrial Arts
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program, in line with state regulations. If the program, which
served an average of 59% of all boys, were to continue recei
state aid, and if Oakland were to continue charging tuition to
of-town students, this change stlbe made, at a cost of about
$5000.

Overcrowding would probably result in the Library Schoo
being continued, and classes being held at Memorial Hall. At
Williams, the eighth grade required another classroom. Redd
again recommended purchase oflt@som property on Heath
Street. At Williams, a separate space for band and music
rehearsals was also needed.

Maxwell Ward reported enrollment at Williams. Figures
showed 37 Seniors, 35 Juniors, 41 Sophomores, 56 Freshme
Eighth graders, 65 Sevenghaders, and 53 Sixth graders, for a
total of 169 high schoolers, and 159 elementary schoolers.

SCHOOL YEAR 1954-1955:

The building committee appointed in March 1954, was to
that the high school library, teachers' room and laboratory ha
been convertetb classrooms. The committee moved to enlar
school capacity, set up a reserve fund of $20,000 per year fo
three years, and to recommend $35,000 for repair of the old f
school for use. Also, installation of an oil burner at Tapley
School was requésd.

Hubert Redding's final superintendent's report appeared.
Faculty at Tapley included Mary Fox, Spimary; Phyllis
Parker, 1; Mildridge Jones (new), 1; Lena Chandler (new), 2;
Grace Hufstader, 2; Vivian Robinson, 3; Ethel Hutchinson, 3;
Kathryn L Staw (new), 4; Louise Holtan, 4; Doris Browne, 5;
and John Gillis, 5 and Principal. At the Library School, Audre
Blake and Evelyn Mairs taught Syoimary classes.

Other new faculty members included Alice Hammond, 6;
Geneva Libby, 7; Liane Savage, 7; Hoddellison, Science,
Social Studies Math; and Richard Savage, English.

Superintendent Redding once more suggested strongly tl
the high school needs one more room, all available space wa
being used, and that more space desperatelyeeded.

Principal Ward reported 32 Seniors, 36 Juniors, 47
Sophomores, 54 Freshmen (total 169) 61 in Grade 8, 57 in G
7, 65 in Grade 6 (total 183) with a total of 352 people at
Williams.

Three articles in the warrant spoke to school construction.

Article 29 called for a capital reserve fund of $20,000 for scho
construction. Article 30 called for bonds in the amount of
$40,000 for renovation of the Old High School. Article 31
moved that bonds be issued to $90,000 for construction of a
6-room elementargchool.

SCHOOL YEAR 1955-1956:

John C MacLeod's report dealt largely with overcrowding
and construction needs. Enrollment by grade was: /SP1-
67; 2- 65; 3-70; 4- 72; 5- 50; 6- 81; 7- 58; 8- 58; 9- 80; 10-
52; 11- 42; 12- 29. High shool enrollment totaled 203, up
from 169 the previous year. Elementary classes ranged from
to 41, and MacLeod recommended immediate action to add t
new rooms and teachers. Storage closets at Williams are be
used for classes and the library; thachers' room held three
study groups per day. Based on current needs and only mod
future plans, an eighbom school was considered necessary.

only 4 mills to the tax rate, accordimg MacLeod. Article 21 in
inge warrant recommended this plan of action.
but  New staff includedMrs. Alice Brown, teaching English at
WHS; Theodore Burgoyne, as music supervisor; and Charles
Scontras, teaching social studies and coaching junior varsity
basketbh.

Repairs included putting plywood on the first floor lower
ingalls at Williams, with plans to install plywood over the plaster
on the second floor next year. The oil burner was installed at

Tapley.

SCHOOL YEAR 1956-1957:

n, 41 The building committee, consisting of Frank Bastow Jr,
Elvina M Greeley, Merton E Leech, B P Fossett, Ronald F
Handley and Alfred Wheeler, oversaw the construction of the
new Oakland Elementary School. Bonds in the amount of
$85,000, redeemed at $5,000 gear for seventeen years were

dissued. The committee, organized on April 2, 1956, requested a

l special town meeting to be held on May 15, 1956, for money to

jepurchase the Hersom Lot, and various miscellaneous costs.
Construction began on June 19.

igh Various town organizations donated time or money to the
project: Lions and JayCees, $50 each for gravel on the new
playground; Cascade Grange, $210 for the circular driveway in
front of the school; and the Jaycees tore down the extant building
on the lot, savig the town $550.

The building itself consisted of eight classrooms each with
toilet facilities, a teacher's room, a kitchen, a storage room, and a
furnace room. The building was occupied following Christmas

y vacation, 1956. Enroliment was 207 studentgrades K2;

Tapley School held 320 in grade& 3and Williams held grades

8-12.
1-!

lllus 8 - Ralph M Atwood School

New staff included Clinton Phinney, principal and grade 7;
Mrs. Althea Jewett, grade Firs. Ruth Niles, grade sandMrs.
nedane Whytock, grade 5. Beginning teachers in Oakland earned

$2700, as compared to $3000 for many other similar towns in
Maine.

Repairs at Williams included paneling the second floor
corridor, installation of three new sinks in the Home Econemic
room, adjustments in the heating system, and repair of the gym
floor.

Principal Ward reported enroliment at 35 Seniors, 45

3Runiors, 72 Sophomores and 59 Freshrtwaling211 in high
wechool, with 61 eighth graders, for a building total of 272.
nghangesn staff included J Harland Morse's retirement after 26
years at Williams, being replaced by Arthur Clavks. Liane
el@@yage andlirs. Helen Meader replacddr. andMrs. William
AStone who left Williams to go to New Hampshire; Robert

bond issue of $125,000 retired at $8,000 per year should add

Whytock taught biologyand boys' physical education, and
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coached football and basketball; and Rev E Warren Clarke
replaced Charles Scontras for the first semester while Scontr
obtained a Master's degree.

SCHOOL YEAR 1957-1958:

The legislature passed the Sinclair Act in plast session.
This act had widganging implications for Maine schools, in thg
areas of teachers' salaries, state subsidies, and plans for a n¢
type of school district, the School Administrative District.

In the area of teacher salaries, Oakland radkihd of 63
similar-sized towns in 19567, and 52nd in 19538.

Significant increases in the school budget were needed just t
meet the minimum $3300 starting salary required by the Sinc
Act.

New staff included Lilla Atherton as music supervisor,
asssted by Malcolm Lary and Kenton Stewart; Retha Boterf
replacedVirs. Meader in commercial subjects; Merle Golding
replacedvir. Scontras in English, Social Studies, and Madrs.
Annie McLellan, grade IMrs. Doris Hesdorfer, Grade 2; Miss
Mary Lawrence, Gade 2;Mrs. Eleanor Merry, Grade 3rs.
Jeanne Stevens, Grade 4; Miss Alicia Reynolds, Grade 7; an
Mr. John Eagles, Principal.

At Williams, more rooms were paneled and painted; the
athletic field was seeded, and the Lions, Jaycees and Oaklan
Athletic Association donated a backstop.

Enrollment at Williams included 38 Seniors, 69 Juniors, 5
Sophomores, 74 Freshmen (total 240) and 67 in Grade 8, for
building total of 307.

SCHOOL YEAR 1958-1959:

In one of the few school reports giving details of muium,
Superintendent MacLeod reported that Grade 8 has been
departmentalized, and that one division of Grade 8 will be tay

moved to the oldyping room; typewriters were moved to the
acommercial room.
Enroliment at Williams, according to Principal Ward,
included 59 Seniors, 54 Juniors, 68 Sophomores, 71 Freshmen
(total 252) and 56 eightfraders, for a building total of 308.

> SCHOOL YEAR 1959-1960:
ew  Superintendent MacLeod noted that two educational
television courses were being used at Williams by 16 students;
health, technical algebra, and physical science were added to the
Williams curriculum. New science books were purchased for all
b elementay grades, and science instruction was departmentalized
ain grades 7 and 8. A fourth year of French was recommended.
Accreditation of Williams as a high school was questionable.
A visiting committee recommended improvements in the library,
laboratoriesand the shower and locker room facilities. The
changes recommended would cost a considerable amount, but
must be spent if Oakland wants its high school to be accredited.
New staff includedMrs. Esther Smith, replacinglr. Mayo
in English; Dana Doyon reptingMr. Seymour in seventh
H grade; andMrs. Margaret Smith replacinilrs. Merry in third
grade.
Fire doors and a fire escape were installed at Tapley; roof
drepairs and a new boiler section at Williams were needed.
The committees investigating formatioha school district
9 were again active in Belgrade, Oakland, Sidney and Smithfield,
aand reports of each sudmmmittee were nearly complete.
The Benjamin Fund, established in 1924, provided loans for
graduates oDaklandHigh School. Many of the loans mad
were not repaid, and the balance in the fund was $358.95. Of the
1959 graduating class, twelve were continuing their education,
and received $1532 in scholarships.
ght At Williams, there were 2 post graduate students, 53 seniors,

Algebra during the end of the school year. More textbooks and64 juniors, 62 sophomore&4 freshmen (total 245) and 61 eighth

teaching materials were added, and a guidance counselor w3
addedat Williams. The high school requirements included fou
years of English, three of social studies, two each of math an
science, and college and commercial students were required
take five classes during their junior and senior years.
Additionally, the school day was increased by an hour and
twenty minutes, providing 5fhinute periods, and adding one
additional period.

Several committees from Oakland, Sidney, Smithfield an
Belgrade were studying the possibility of forming a school
district. Such alistrict would contain 1100 elementary and 30
high school students.

New staff included Frances Ouellette, replacing Alice
Brown at midyear, in English; Terry Mayo, English; Marguerit
Bigelow, substituting for Retha Boterf on leave; Gail Smith,
replacirg Merle Golding in English; Rodney Shain in history,
physical education, and football/basketball, replacing Robert
Whytock; and Andrew Swan, Guidance; Mary Anne Albee,
Grade 2; Doralice Sawyer, Grade 2; Charlene Brown, Grade
Diane Fjeldheim, Grade 5; ddohn Seymour, Grade 7.

Salaries increased to $3300, but were proposed to start &
$3550 for 195%60.

Repairs proposed or accomplished included installing fire
doors at both Tapley and Williams; more plywood paneling at
Williams; boiler repair; and the usual repainting of rooms.

sgraders. A new program of studies was instituted, based on

r Carnegie units. Track I, the college preparatory course, required

j 18 Carnegie units; Track I, the Commercial course, required 17

tgCarnegie units; Track INocational and General, required 16
Carnegie units.

SCHOOL YEAR 1960-1961.:
Teacher salaries were again proposed to rise to a starting rate
l of $3800 and a maximum of $4750. Even then, salaries were in
need of further improvement, compared with other @wn

An additional science teacher was requested at Williams.
Chemistry and physics were taught alternately, but enrollment in
each class now justified teaching both yearly. A-fiule music
b position was also recommended, as it was several years past.

Repairs included a new gymnasium roof covering and
replacement of a boiler section at Williams.
Teaching changes included a new principal at Williams.
Philip Harris succeeded Maxwell Wandys. Virginia Smalley
A.replacedVirs. Fjeldheim in fifth gradeMrs. Bonny Brown was
teaching a secontthird grade class at the Primary School.

High school accreditation was again an issue. Requirements
included: 1- reduce the teaching load: provide a larger library
with 2400 volumes; 3 provide a haltime certified librarian; 4
provide adequate showers and locker roomsilarge and
modernize the science lab; frovide more varied instructional

D

t

Guidance was housed in the former library; the library was

materials; and 7 provide a clinic. These requirements could be
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met by hiring an additional science teacher,iagld50 books to
the library for each of the next two years; and building & two
story addition on the west side of the gymnasium to house lo
rooms and two science labs. The cost of the addition was
estimated at $40,000. Other recommendations couhddbdoy
reassigning rooms. Article 9 on the warrant would provide
necessary funding for this addition.

The Oakland school committee turned down the idea of g
regional school district due to the costs involved. No further
action would be taken until ari@r state legislative session had
passed.

The Benjamin High School Loan Fund improved
repayments, and a balance of $607.11 was reported. The un
balance totaled $6,123, some loans going back to 1927.

New staff at Williams included Wilfred Finnigan in
guidance and chemistry, replacing Andrew Swan of guidance
and Arthur Clark in science and math; Robert Dumond, in ma
Jeannine White in English replaciMys. Cole who had in turn
replacedVirs. Esther Smith; Edward Richards replacing Frank
Hesdorfer who transferred to Winslow. Ralph Atwood becam
sub-master, in place of Arthur Clark.

SCHOOL YEAR 1961-1962:

| am indebted to Dr John W Skehan's Ed.D. dissertation
entitled School District Reorgaation in Maine, 19571980
(George Peabody College for Teachers of Vanderbilt Univers
August, 1981), for the "blow by blow" descriptions of the
formation of SAD 47.

On 16 November 1961, along with Superintendent John
MacLeod, several citizens met tvithe MSDC. Their proposal
was to form a school administrative district under the 1957
Sinclair Act, the proposed district to consist of Oakland,
Belgrade and Sidney. The idea had been studied about two
earlier, but no action was taken at that temece the proposed
district would have been a financial burden on Oakland. Also
since that time, Belgrade had built a gymnasium and was thu
longer interested in joining with Oakland and Sidney. The
application filed listed improved education progsaom the high
school level as the major advantage of forming a district, and
report was filed for the commission to study.

The proposal was rejected by MSDC on 21 November,

The requested information was provided by a committee

from Oakland and Sidney on 31 January 1962, the MSDC
tkezscinded its previous prohibition on the district. The MSDC

called for a meeting of selectmen and school committee members
from Oakland and Sidney to be held at 7:30 p.m. on 28 February
1962 at Williams High, the purpose of which meeting widog
to set the total number of directors and the number allocated to
each town. In municipal elections, however, Oakland voters
rejected the proposed district 156 to 248, so no district was
formed after all.

Enrollment was given by SuperintendéféicLeod:

PRIMARY TAPLEY WILLIAMS

paid Gr Gr Gr Boys Girls Total
JP, 91 3,40 8 27 29 56
1,63 4,71 9 48 42 90
, 2,70 5,74 10 32 32 64
th; 3,26 6, 58 11 29 33 51
7,53 12 32 28 60
PG 1 0 1

New staff included Emmons Pinkham, replacing principal
Frank Manchesteas principal of both Tapley and Primary
Schools; Charles Knauer, grades 6 and 7 nith; Barbara
Pinkham, grade 3, TapleMrs. Mary Knauer, grade 3, Primary;
Mrs. Julienne Mullen, Grade 2, Primatyrs. Sandra Hinkley,

ty¢rade 2, Primary; anklirs. Evangline Tyler, Grades 1 and 2,
Primary. Grades 6 and 7 at Tapley were departmentalized.
Teacher salaries increased by an average of $256, compared with
$340 statewide. A new salary scale provided a base of $3900
and a top of $4900.

At Williams, the boile, which required numerous repairs
over the past few years, was replaced with $6000 appropriated at

ear’pecial town meeting.

The new addition, voted on by the town in March, 1961,
went out to bid, but the lowest bid was $57,000. It was decided

5 fphold onthe addition, pending the vote on the proposed district
(as noted above, the vote by Oakland was negative).

The Benjamin Fund saw repayments of $275, leaving an

theutstanding balance of nearly $6000, and a current balance of
$897.69.

stating that there was sufficient population to form an adequately

sized distict, and to approve formation of a smaller one at tha
time would not be a good idea. However, the MSDC was
overruled when the Legislature passed Chapter 232 of the Pr
and Special Laws of 1961, titled "An Act to Allow the
Municipalities of Oakland ahSidney to Form a SAD" on 1
December 1961.

Mr. MacLeod, on meeting with the MSDC on 7 January
1962, was told that if the MSDC were to change its mind on
approval, new information would have to be presented, to
include (1) a statement from Smithfield aBelgrade that those

towns would not apply to form their own district; (2) a stateme N

from Oakland and Sidney that they would allow Belgrade and
Smithfield to join the proposed district when financially feasib
(3) a statement describing how the propadisttict would be

educationally advantageous to Oakland and Sidney; and (4) &

statement showing educational growth and improvements sin
the early 1950s.

Education in SAD 47, 1965 on

SCHOOL YEAR 1965-1966:

Va&® After a lapse of three and a half years, the process of
forming a School Administrative District was reactivated on 24
September 1965 by Superintendent Alfred Bracy, with the State
Board of Education listening to the preseiotas and directing
that a meeting be held at 7:30 p.m. on 14 October 1965. The
meeting was held, and Oakland was assigned seven directors,
Sidney, four. Warrants were issued for a special election to be

held on 15 November. The votes were reported®n 1

"November: Oakland 1860, and Sidney 138, both towns
favoring the referendum. The State Board then certified the
Cresults, and issued a Certificate of Organization for School
Administrative District Number 47, which would become
effective at an orgamational meeting on 29 November 1965.
C€ At this time, Superintendent Bracy's supervision over the
Oakland school system ended, and he became superintendent for

the towns of Smithfield, Rome, and Mercer; Ralph M. Atwood,
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principal of Williams HS became thew SAD 47
superintendent, assuming a post he would retain until the ear
1980s.

On 20 January 1966, Belgrade voted to apply for
membership in SAD 47, and on 26 January, both Belgrade ar
Rome submitted their applications to the State Board of
Education. The State Board of Education studied the situation

Belgrade Central School returned to a &school, as the James
yH. Bean School in Sidney had been in 1868 and Tapley
became a 35 school. Since Williams High had beercated,
grades 7 and 8 for the district, as well as the 6th grade for
dOakland were housed here in a nevdpamed Williams Junior
High School.

and on 25 February, recommended that both towns be admitte&cHooL YEAR 1972-1973:

to the district, with Rome having one director, Belgrade havin
three, and Sidney being reduced from four to three.

On 29 April, the State Baod of Education received results
from the Rome referendum in which Rome voters rejected
joining, 26 to 57. On 27 May, the State Board of Education w

0 It was about this time that overcrowding in Sidney resulted
in 6th graders being sentWdilliams, along with Oakland's 6th

grade.

ASCHOOL YEAR 1974-1975:

informed that Belgrade voters favored joining by 244 to 116, and During this school year, nearly identical additions were

that the District had accepted the tolmna vote of 130 to 28.
An amended Certificate of Organization, becoming effective ¢
20 June 1966 was issued, and SAD 47 became atthuee
district consisting of Belgrade, Oakland, and Sidney.

On 28 June, the town of Smithfield requested to be jdineq
SAD 47, and a feasibility study was done, recommending on
July that Smithfield be allowed to become part of the district,
with two directors. Smithfield voters, however, rejected the
proposal 40 to 44, and thus did not join after all.

SCHOOL YEAR 1966-1967:

On 13 April 1967, Chapter 60 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1967, Sections :3L5, validated all actions and
proceedings regarding Belgrade's admission to SAD 47. Thu
SAD 47 was constituted as it still exagtuntil 2009

SCHOOL YEAR 1968-1969:

During this year, all district eighth graders were attending
school in the former Belgrade High School due to overcrowdi
in Oakland and Sidney; in Oakland, the Primary School held
grades K- 3, Tapley held grades-47, and Williams held grade
9-12. Work was begun on a district high school, to be called
Messalonskee High School, after the lake which borders all t}
district towns.

SCHOOL YEAR 1969-1970:

Messalonskee High School opened in September, 1969,
district high school. Degned in a letter "I" form, the school ha
two northsouth wings, connected with an eaast hallway and
classroom section. The north part of the west wing housed
English and Social Studies classrooms; the south part house
Science, Math, and Business Edtion. Where the two sections
joined was found the library and the main office, on opposite
sides of a large atrium/lobby area. The north part of the east
wing contained the cafeteria/auditorium, music rooms, and th
kitchen, while the south part housledker rooms and the
gymnasium. The connecting wing housed industrial arts on t
north wall, with art and home economics on the south wall. T
building had a low angled roof over all three sections, and wg
blessed with large areas of field for atlddacilities. As
designed, Messalonskee High School was capable of holding
to 550 students, a number which it soon exceeded, causing
problems of crowded conditions reaching a crisis point by the
late 1980s.

The course offerings included College Prepary, General,

made to the Oakland Primary School and Sidney's James H Bean
NSchool. Both additions contained a gymnasium and kitchen, as

well as gveral classrooms. The Sidney addition allowed a

former classroom to be converted to a library. Sidney 6th grade

students could now be returned to that town, relieving
Pvercrowding at Williams, which had almost 450 students at the

time.

SCcHOOL YEAR 1980-1981.
The energy crisis caused renovations to be made at Williams
this year, namely new energfficient windows on the front side
of the building, replacing the originals. The heating system was
also partially modernized in an effort to cut fuel conption.
Construction began in the Spring on a renovation and
addition to the Belgrade Central School, which opened in 1982.
The building, which had been built in 1943 to replace the
previous school which had burned, had become a maze with
serious overcroding. One classroom was actually used as a
Ndhallway between two other classrooms. Library facilities were
primitive, as were special rooms for tutors and teachers. The
addition included several new rooms, and the renovation added
space to the kitchen, eped up the interior of the original

regiilding aesthetically, and added a well designed library,
completely renovated all classrooms and office areas, and
generally spruced up the facility.

S,

ASETHOOL YEAR 1982-1983:

5 Replacement of energpefficient windowsat the Primary
School and the James H Bean School was begun, continuing a
process begun in 1980 at Williams JHS. The Tapley school also

i received new windows, the bathrooms were updated and
remodeled, and general repairs were made.

SCHOOL YEAR 1984-1985:

Due to overcrowding and lack of proper educational
facilities in the town of Rome, the residents of that town voted in
'&he Spring of 1984 to tuition the 7th and 8th grade students to
h§villiams JHS in Oakland for the school year 198l Most of
S Rome's hif school students had been attending Williams High,

and later Messalonskee High, since the 1960s. Although part of
UPe Maranacook Community School District, headquartered in
Readfield, Rome had had relatively close ties to Oakland for
several generationand had considered becoming a part of SAD
47 shortly after the inception of the District. At a town meeting
in March, 1985, although a move to join the District was once

a)
-

Industrial Arts, Home Economics, and Business Education. T

hggain voted down, it was voted to close the Rome Elementary
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School, and tuition aRome students to the District, with
elementary students going to Belgrade Central School.

SCHOOL YEAR 1985-1986:
In September, 1985, District residents approved plans to

renovate and enlarge Williams JHS. State approval was seclir

in February 1986 foa $3,000,000 project, roughly 40 times thd
expense of the original building. Construction began on 23 J

1986, with removal of asbestos, including asbestos floor tiles|i

the science wing, from the existing building.

SCHOOL YEAR 1986-1987:

The foundation for the Williams JHS addition was being laid

the second week in July 1986, and work was substantially
completed by September of 1987. During this school year, ju
high students were bused to the former Waterville High Scho
on Gilman $reet, which became successively, Waterville JHS|
and the Kennebec Valley Vocational Technical Institute. The
entire school was moved on 17 October, 1986, with much
assistance and planning from district residents, and repairs W
made on the Gilman Streluilding by inmates from the
Kennebec County Sheriff's Department through the cooperati
of Sheriff Frank Hackett, Jr. Although not an ideal situation, t
District was indeed fortunate to have such a fine facility availa
at just the right time ofeed. SAD 47 paid the City of Watervill
$1 per year rent, and assumed the cost ohalhtenancef the
building during its use by District students.

Additionally, the District made great strides toward
providing teachers with advanced degrees by |epitia
formation of the Kennebec Valley Center for Educational
Development, a program in which University of Maine course
are brought to the Watervilaugusta area, rather than having
teachers travel to the Orono campus. Over the next few yea
dozens bteachers in the District would take graduate courses
and pursue advanced degree programs. The center worked
well, that the University organized other centers centered in t
counties of Washington, Hancock, Aroostook, Oxford, and
Knox.

SCHOOL YEAR 1987-1988:

On 18 October 1987, exactly 366 days after leaving
Williams, the newly renovated and enlarged school was
dedicated. School had opened in the building on 2 Septembé
the Wednesday before Labor Day. Students and faculty werg
treated to a builing which contained a new cafeteria, kitchen,
and music area, an industrial arts shop, a renovated art and
economics area, a library which was a model for other junior
high schools, a special education room, a full computer
laboratory, and three addinal classrooms. Alumni of Williams
HS and Williams JHS touring the facility could hardly believe
the difference between the old and new. A spaciousstoxy
lobby area gave an air of openness to the building, and a bal
area on the second floor thfe science wing further opened the
inside. Even staff members who had taught in the "old" build
for 19 years became lost for the first few days. After nearly te
years of trying for state approval, the project had been
accomplished.

e

lllus 9 - Williams Junior High School, renovation and
addition, 1987

nior
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SCHOOL YEAR 1988-1989:
At Messalonskee High School, plans were underway for a
major addition and renovation project which was estimated at
ei$8,000,000. The project would inde relocating the main
entrance to the cafetergymnasium end of the building, and
odding industrial arts, home economics, art, physical education,
heperforming arts, and office space in that part of the building.
\bEElsewhere, the current industrial artstegmwould be renovated
b into a new librarycomputer center; the home economics and art
areas would be remodeled into regular classrooms, as would the
library and main offices near the original entrance of the
building. A straw vote was taken on 31 May 1988which
those present unanimously approved of continuing with the
project, including a 750 seat auditorium paid for from local funds
5 as opposed to the 250 seat one which the state would provide.
Replacement and repair of the main roof was also approved
s,Retirements in June included Elvira Strickland, business
| education teacher for over 30 years, and Verne Finemore, social
sostudies and athletic director, for nearly 30 years.
ne At Williams Junior High, plans were underway, and training
was provided for atsft to the middle school philosophy for
school year 19890. Melvin Williams, principal for 15 years,
and Lewis Wyman, seventh grade science teacher for 21 years,
and Dennis Ritz, music teacher and band director for 14 years,
retired at the end of the & The new principal, Deborah H
Bobotas, the first woman in a lead administrative position, came
to the job on 1 July 1989.

lr,
» SCHOOL YEAR 1989-1990:
The Maine Department of Educational and Cultural Services
oamproved construction of the Messalonskee Highool project,
and plans were underway for scheduling the construction.
At Williams JHS, the middle school philosophy was
implemented.

SCHOOL YEAR 1990-1991.:
ony The main event this year is the addition/renovation of
Messalonskee High School. By Octob@eq, the driveway and
n@arking lots on the north side of the building had been
Nconstructed, and work was proceeding on what would be the new
front entrance, vocational and physical education areas, and
offices.
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SCHOOL YEAR 1991-1992:

Superintendent Albaise reported to the Board of Directors
that as of miedOctober 1991, the project was about 4 months
ahead of schedule. The new main office and vocational area|
expected to be occupied after April vacation, 1992.

Growth was also evident in other distrécthools, with
portable classrooms sprouting at all schools except for the jur
high.

The trend for the year was "Restructuring” as the
Messalonskee School District became a member of educatio
reformer Theodore Sizer's Coalition for Essential SchoBlant
money provided teachers and others with the opportunity to
explore and experiment with new structures in education, ang
implement plans for change.

SCcHOOL YEAR 1992-1993:

in Belgrade, Sidney, and at the Atwood School. Also in
Oakland, a new elementary school, designed to replace the
whapley school, was a possibility the Board was investigating

SCHOOL YEAR 1994-1995:
nior At Williams JHS, partime assistant principal Arthur
Anicetti retired, finishing nearly 20 years in the building as a

n of Adult Education Director. His replacentescience teacher,

tMHS.

SCHOOL YEAR 1995-1996:

Retirements for the year included Gordon Dexter, social
studies teacher at MHS sinc8all.

The highlight for this year came on the last day of school,
June 1996. Superintendent Albanese was nominated
Commissioner of Education by Governor Angus King. For
"Duke" Albanese, the chance to advance his reform agenda

district became a model natiovide, spending was kept to a
Teacher's salaries became competitive statewide, and the

academic and athletic achiements of students were all
expanded.

SCHOOL YEAR 1996-1997:

double classroom portable was put in place to help deal with
increasecenroliments.

Assistant Superintendant, Don Borman, filled the
Superintendantds position

lllus 11 - Messalonskee High School, after expansion and
renovation, 1990

The newly enlarged and renovated Messalonskee High
School opened and was officially dedicated in November 199
with a monthlong series of public ews. For the first time in
many years, Memorial Hall was not used as a polling place.
Instead, the small gymnasium at MHS was used, allowing the
public a brief introduction to the new facility. School music
concerts for the Christmas season were hetdémew

assistant superintendent for over 20 years, was not hired.
Whether these feelings were a reason or not, he resigned
effective 1 July 1997, and Elaine Miller, formerly assistant
superintendent in Gandie r , was hired in
administrative changes included Bean School principal Joe

with Atwood-Tapley assistant principal Debbie Guimond
replacing Mattos in Sidney.

schools reaching critical proportions, additions were anticipated

math teacher and administrator. Anicetti kept his other hat, that

Steve Lavoie, assumed the administrative post on July 1, 1995.
Other retirements included Bob Dumond, math teacher at

18

statewide was the nexegtin his career. Under his tutelage, the

minimum, yet quality education was provided to district students.

Williams JHS became the last school in the district (with the
exception of Messalonskee HS) to add portable classrooms. A

whi |
James Morse, formerly superintendent in Limestone, was hired
as the new superintendent. There apparently were some hard
feelingsbecause Borman, who had been a teacher, principal, and

Bor

Mattos leaving to become assistant superintendent in Waterville,

Major plans for change were somewhat on hold pending the

major administrative changes taking place. The 19®3%chool
year however, promised to be one of renewed planning for

2 improvement. However, in June, for the first time, the District
budget, going out foreferendum, failed to pass, resulting in a
District Budget Meeting. There was significant rancor at the
meeting, with many residents of Belgrade and Sidney in

particular, complaining of excessive spending in the budget. One

Belgrade resident went so fag @ move to cut the entire $14

Performing Arts Center for the first time, and many other eventsnillion budget. In the end, the budget was cut by about

were anxiously anticipated.
In its second December meeting, the Board of Directors
organized a committee to investigate future needs for

$200,000, leaving educators feeling somewhat relieved that

major cuts would not be made, and many taxpayers frustrated at

not being able to make more significant cutsiture budgets are

construction. With overcrowding at all dist elementary
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apparently in jeopardy as many taxpayers have had enough
increases.

Retirements this year included Bev Libby, after many yed
as secretary in the central office; Marjorie Golding, from
Williams JHS; and Judy Ellis from Belgrade.

SCHOOL YEAR 1997-98

At the beginning of the school year, another double porta
plus a single portable were added at Williams JHS, bringing t
total number to 5 classrooms. By November, the need had
increased so a third double was added, totalingthéend of
1997. The portables at Atwoddhpley had by now increased a
well. Construction and additions were becoming more despe
than ever. Enrollment at Messalonskee High School would n
800 in a renovated building designed for 725; Williams ddne
over 470, in a renovated building designed for 350.

Unfortunately, the year was not without negative aspects
Two incidents aMessalonskeeligh School wereeportedin the
Central Maine Morning Sentinel:

Charges sought against principal
Suspect Begedly sought hotel tryst with student
Friday, May 22, 1998
By Colin Hickey

OAKLAND - Messalonskee High School Principal Carroll
Thompson faces possible charges of attempted sexual
misconduct with a minor stemming from an alleged plan
rendezvous witla female student during a principals'
convention, Kennebec County District Attorney David W.
Crook said.

Thompson took an unexpected leave of absence for pers
reasons on April 30.

Crook, on Thursday, said the decision to seek charges
followed an inveigation by the Maine State Police and hig
office, including taping of phone calls between Thompsor
and the girl.

"The charges that will be proposed would be attempted
unlawful sexual contact, attempted unlawful sexual assay
attempted sex abuse of a miirand official oppression," sai
Crook.

The district attorney said the case will be presented to a
Kennebec County grand jury next week.

Thompson, 52, was apprehended on April 30 at the Sam
Resort in Rockland, according to State Police detectives.

Crook said the investigation started when the girl told her
mother about the alleged solicitation, and the mother
contacted police.

According to Crook, investigators recorded two phone
conversations in which Thompson invited the female
Messalonskee High Schiostudent to spend the weekend
with him during a principals' convention taking place at th
resort.

Crook, who would not release the age of the girl, said the|
first telephone conversation between the two parties was
recorded April 29.
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"During that converd#on, it was clear that she was being
asked to meet with him and spend private time with him at
the Samoset lodge and to spend the weekend with him.

"To ensure that there was no question or mistake or accident
regarding Mr. Thompson's intentions, a subsadu

telephone call was (taped) April 30," Crook said. "After this
office and the police officers reviewed the telephone calls, it
was determined that Detective Robert Rowe and Detective
Glenn Lang would go to the Samoset Lodge where they
would meet with Mr Thompson."

Crook said Thompson told the student that he was in room
138 at the resort and told her that he would leave a key to his
room under the floor mat of his vehicle, which Crook
believed to be a Jeep.

Based on the investigation, Crook said, Thoomps sexual
intentions were clear.

"He was trying to urge, persuade, cajole this female student
to spend the weekend with him at a principals' convention at
the Samoset Resort for the purpose of engaging with her in

sexual behavior," Crook said.

He saidthe offenses are misdemeanors, not felonies, because
none of the alleged acts were completed. The oppression
charge will be sought because of Thompson's position of
authority over students.

The district attorney stressed that given Thompson's
prominent pubc position and high degree of involvement
with students, the anticipated charges are highly disturbing.

"We feel these are extremely serious and sensitive
misdemeanor offenses with significant impact on our school
and our community,” he said.

Crook saidThompson cooperated fully with police when he
was apprehended at the Samoset Resort.

"He has been on administrative leave since April 30," he
said. "He also has sought some sort of stabilizing care at
Kennebec (Valley) Mental Health. | don't think Mr.
Thonpson expects to return to teaching."

Crook added that the investigation is continuing to
determine whether Thompson approached other students
with similar intentions.

"We have reason to believe there may be other students who
may have been solicited, ané'w like to confirm or
disprove it, one or the other," he said.

School Administrative District 47 Superintendent James C.
Morse said his only "direct" discussion with Crook occurred
Friday morning.

"His role and my role are completely different in thisagte
Morse said. "Obviously I'm not a prosecutor and he is. |
would have had nothing to offer him. So it was not
inappropriate for him not to contact me."

Morse said Thompson, who is married, served as an
administrator at Messalonskee High School for thet pane
years, the last four as principal.
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"I think it is very unfortunate to be in a situation where al

n
school employee is facing charges as outlined by the disiict

attorney," Morse said. "The district attorney has a difficult
job to do, as do I."

Morsesaid Assistant Principal George Tucker has served

acting principal since Thompson took his leave of absende.

In a second incident, as reported by the Sentinel:

Oakland students disciplined for for asgmitism
Friday, May 22, 1998
By Darla L. Picket

OAKLAND - Two students at Messalonskee High School

have been disciplined for allegedly harassing and assauliing

a Jewish student at the school over the last eight months

The Office of the Attorney General this month filed an
enforcement action againsiet pair under the Maine Civil
Rights Act and both X§earolds have been suspended fro
school.

James C. Morse Sr., superintendent of School
Administrative District 47, said Thursday he did not know
the length of the suspension.

Morse said the details relsed Wednesday in a statement
Attorney General Andrew Ketterer had been communicat
to him.

"l was aware, in a global sense," Morse said. "l told (the
AG's office) that whatever the school needed to do to
support their efforts, we would do."

Accordingto the AG's statement, the pair, both 16, taunte,
and punched a sophomore who is Jewish last Septembel
after harassing him with aniemitic statements.

In the following months, one of the students continued to
direct antiSemitic slurs at the sophomotke statement
noted.

On April 30, one of the two boys confronted the Jewish
student on the athletic field at the high school and told hif
that he "should be put in an oven" and then punched him
the face, the release said.

The Attorney General's complaialleges that this conduct,
plus additional conduct outlined in court documents,
constituted biagnotivated violence and threats in violation
of the Maine Civil Rights Act.

The Attorney General seeks a permanent injunction
prohibiting the two boys from agrfurther harassment of the
sophomore.

"Anti-Semitic violence and threats, as with racist,
homophobic and other forms of violent bias, are
contemptible and illegal," Ketterer said in the statement.
"My office will continue to work closely with local law
enforcement to enforce the state's civil rights laws."

Ketterer commended the Oakland Police Department for
investigative work.

Morse said it was ironic that SAD 47 officials had
approached the AG's office asking them to provide
workshops for just thisype of problem.

"This was before we were aware specifically of this

as incident,” Morse said. "We just thought it was timely."

Morse said he received a call from the AG's office, but not
the one he was expecting.

"l got a call, probably the beginning of thiek," he said.
"They told me a complaint had been filed."

Morse said he still wants to offer the workshops.

"The biggest thing this school can do is make sure young
people at the high school are aware that this type of verbal
accosting is criminal," heagd.

"The crime of the 90's is the issue that you can violate the
law by using your mouth," Morse said. "l don't know if kids
have come to a full understanding of that.

"The goal is to have (the workshops) in the fall when all the
new, incoming freshmenahere, so the entire student
population is being educated at the same time."

Obviously, from the above, resignations this year included
Carroll Thompson, from the principalship of Messalonskee High
bySchool. Additionally, both Deborah Howard and Stevediav
edeft administrative posts at Williams, Howard for Augusta, and
Lavoie for Brunswick. Mr .
replacement in June; Lavoi
coming from Ashland.

ebs

SCcHOOL YEAR 20012002
d Jason Tarr, assistant pripal, was replaced by Jay
» Robinson.

SCHOOL YEAR 2002-2003
Randall Rolfe left WIHS in April, and Jay Robinson filled in
until he left at the end of the year.

SCHOOL YEAR 2003-2004

lllus 12 - Messalonskee Middle School, classroom wing,

its west end

Ran
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evident at Messalonskee Higchool, however. The
Messalonskee addition/renovation cost over $10,000,000, and
substantially rebuilt the building, enlarging and modernizing it.
Just how long this construction will solve overcrowding in an
extremely fasgrowing school district, ogltime will tell. But

this writer is impressed that the history of Oakland's schools for
over 100 years is one of repeated overcrowding as the town grew
from just over 2,000 in 1900 to nearly 6,000 by the 2000 Census
year. When the junior high and higthsol are considered, the
enroliment of Belgrade, Rome and Sidney students pushes the
effective population of the District to well over 10,000. When
the growth will end we just don't know.

Industry

lllus 13 - Messalonskee Middle School, classroom wing,
south view

lllus 14 - Messalonskee Middle School, main entrance,
south view
The newMessalonskee Middle School was occupied at th
beginning of the year.
New administrators included principal Mark Hatch and
assistant principal Aaron McCullough.
The Tapley School, closed for several years due to air

guality issues, reopened as the Supgrie ndent 6 s O

The best way to write of the industries which arose on
Messalonskee Stream in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
is to discuss the several dams on the river separately. But first,
let us take a closer look at the stream itself.

Messalonskee Stream, is the outlet of the Belgrade Lakes.
runs 9% milesthrough Oakland and Waterville, emptying into
the Kennebec River in that city. In its passage through Oakland,
there is a fall of 120 feet, which is responsible for the great
amount of water power potential here. In 1900, it was estimated
that the streamroperly used, could produce up to 6250
horsepower, as compared to 8000 hp on the Kennebec at
Waterville's Ticonic Falls?

The stream, also known as Emerson's Stream, saw small
industry before the year 1800. One early industrialist may have
been Flint Brton, ironsmith. Barton was born in Sutton MA in
1749, and resided in Vassalboro before the Revolution; he may
have been located in what is now Oakland.

The industries along Messalonskee Stream in Oakland have
been in four locations: (1) at the outtdtthe lake where State
Route 23 (Summer Street) crosses the stream; (2) at a dam a bit
south of where School Street crosses; (3) at a third dam just north
of where Kennedy Memorial Drive crosses; and (4) at a dam
about 1/10 of a mile north of the thirélhave taken the liberty of
naming these dams Coombs's, Lord's, Cornforth's and Cascade
dams after the first major industries located at each. The
industries located at each dam will be discussed in the order in
which the dams were built, Coombs's, Cortifts, Cascade, and
Lord's.
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i ce. The

Board of Directors has its new meeting room in the building an&oombs's Dam

all central office functions are now in this beautiful old, but sti
useful, building.

SCHOOL YEARS IN THE FUTURE:

As this is being written (June 2009), the Messska®
School District has reconstructed or renovated four buildings,
including Williams JHS, Belgrade Central, James H Bean, an
Oakland Primary (renamed the Ralph M Atwood School, afte
the only District Superintendent from 1965 to 1982).
Messalonskee Mitdle School, containing district'6 7" and &’
graders, as well as additions to the Bean and Belgrade Schoq
closing the Tapley School hagabstantiallyeliminated
overcrowding in grades48. Overcrowding is still severely

I Jonathan Coombs is list€dhs one of the first settlers of

what was to become Oakland. In the Census of 1790, he is listed
with his family as a resident of "Winslow Town with its
adjacents," having a family of offieee white male over 16
(Coombs) and two females (probably his wife and daughter). It
was he who built the first dam on this section of Messalonskee

d Stream. It is obvious that when the dam was built, the level of

Messalonskee Lake rose, causing farnd lahthe south end of
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