
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SOCIETY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
By Tom Bair 

Activity at the museum is pretty much back to normal. The museum is open Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday mornings or by appointment. Visitors are still requested to wear 

masks. Although the bulk of the document inventory completed we are still turning up more 

documents which are being inventoried as well as continuing to catalog donations. We are 

hoping that the Covid situation will be sufficiently under control that we can have a picnic in 

May. The promotions of Upton merchandise sale and initiating a fund drive to fund technology 

improvements are a great success. More details below.  

As we were not comfortable having an in person annual meeting in January as we normally 

do, we have included the Annual Report for 2021 with this newsletter.  

 

FROM THE COLLECTION:  
In the collection we have a box of material that 

belonged to Emma Ames. Ruth Taxiera has been 

creating an inventory list of the contents and 

came across the note shown to the right 

regarding the founding of Upton. There is no 

indication who wrote it but it has information that I 

have never seen elsewhere. A great sample of 

how the inventorying and indexing of documents 

pays off! 

Have you heard this story of our name? 

On the petition of John Hazeltine and others, 

the general court of Mass, passed a bill June 

14, 1735, making Upton a town. 

Some say that the name was applied by the 

citizens of Mendon to designate that portion of 

their town laying north or “up” to use a familiar 

expression, while others aver that the town 

received its name from those ranges of hills 

which may be seen on every side, constituting  

a true “upland” or Upton. 

(Transcribed for easier reading.) 
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AT THE MUSEUM: 
Visitors: Rev. Daniel Gregorie of the Grafton-Upton Unitarian Church has visited twice to 

research the history of the Upton congregation. 

A gentleman visited inquiring about the old Miscoe Hill Rd. off South St. He was also interested 

in open space and trails and he was shown where he could find information on the Town 

website. 

Boy Scout Troop 132, about 24 Scouts and adults visited one evening for a brief history of 

Upton beginnings and a tour. 

Ed Phillips of the Cemetery Commission has been researching the graves at the Daniel Wood 

Cemetery on South St. and determined that the information on our website is incorrect. We 

have updated the website to reflect his findings. 

 

Work here continues making progress in documenting and digitizing the collection. We are in 

the process of establishing committees to address four key initiatives that should make 

significant changes and improvements in operations at the museum. If you are interested in 

participating in any of these activities send an email to uptonhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com or 

leave a message at 508-529-3053. 

Technology Fund – Assess the need, cost and value of suggested uses of the fund and 

make recommendations to the Board. 

Computer System – Assess configurations and equipment (new Windows 10 PCs) and 

for networking, WI FI and Security. 

Website – Assess the feasibility and cost of establishing a new site including hosting 

options, and software to design and maintain the website. Possibly include blogging 

and a payment system. 

Process of documenting / cataloging material that has no identification plus marked 

with catalog numbers but not recorded in the Past Perfect database. Also how to treat 

indexes of items that are cataloged such as scrapbooks. The collections inventories 

created in the past few years have expanded our ability to locate material but have 

created a double accounting for material that is cataloged in Past Perfect and 

appears in an inventory list. Also Review how items like news clippings and photographs 

cataloged and their locations are chosen and described. This is similar to the above 

situation but has some additional considerations regarding how image files are stored 

and identified.  

 

PROGRAMMING: 
Please let us know about any topic of interest you would like to hear or provide for one of our 

2022 meetings.  We love to know your preferences and enjoy showcasing our member’s 

interests, memories, and talents! 
 

FACEBOOK:     
If you’re on Facebook, please visit (and follow) our page: 

https://www.facebook.com/UptonHistoricalSociety.   

mailto:uptonhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/UptonHistoricalSociety


GENEALOGY CLINICS: 
Genealogy Clinics will be scheduled for 2022 on the same basis – the first and third 

Wednesday of the month from 3-6 p.m.  Seema Kenney will be in the Fay Room to answer 

questions and assist with your family history research.  The Museum is often open during these 

same hours, if an afternoon visit is easier for you. 

 

TECHNOLOGY FUND: 
We are pleased at the response to our newly established Technology Fund and are hoping to 

match that response in the coming year. Established in October, we received donations 

totaling $2495.00 by the end of December. This included an employee match from Dell, a 

$500 challenge that was met, and a total of 18 donations. Since our last newsletter we are 

grateful for donations from Amanda & Alan Ayotte, Trista Brown and Doug and Linda Usher in 

memory of Marion Despres, Kelly Mager, Robert Snow, Russ and Pat Wood, and three more 

anonymous. In three months, we met our 2021 goal of $2000!  

The purpose of the fund is to allow us to update software and hardware used to track and 

manage the Museum collection in an efficient manner. It will allow us to address technology 

needs as they arise. An example of this was the purchase of updated Past Perfect software 

that is used to catalogue all items added to the collection. Our most urgent need right now is 

to replace our copier/scanner/printer which is about 18 years old and has reached the point 

that we can no longer get parts for it. It has served us well with general printing, large volume 

printing of newsletters, fliers, and special projects such as scanning Town Reports to make 

them available on our website.  

Our 2022 goal is to raise, at least, an additional $2000.00 and we welcome donations of any 

amount. If you have questions about the fund, please contact us at 508-529-6600 or email 

uptonhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com. If you want to make a donation, please make your 

check to Upton Historical Society and put “Technology Fund” in the memo space. Mail it to PO 

Box 171, Upton, MA 01568-0171. If we need to fill our paperwork for a matching grant program 

through your employer, please include that. Tell us if it is ok to share your name as a donor in 

our newsletter or if you want to make it anonymous. If you make it in honor or in memory of 

someone, please give us the name and address of the person we should notify. We are a 

501c3 nonprofit organization. Consult your tax advisor for further information.  

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
If you have not yet renewed or want to join, Individual Membership is $17.00; Couples 

Membership is $25.00 

Please send your dues (with your name, address, and email) to the Society at P.O. Box 171, 

Upton, MA 01568 or send dues via PayPal.me.com/uptonhistorical then send an email with 

your name and address. 

 

 

 

As we know: 

A PAGE OF HISTORY is worth a volume of logic. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 



MARSHALL – LELAND AMERICAN LEGION POST 173 
In 2020 our Facebook followers enjoyed the “ABC’s of Upton Game” we played on our page. 

Beginning with “A” one of the comments was “American Legion.” I decided to find out how 

the local American Legion got its name as the Marshall - Leland Post 173. Chartered in 1919, 

the Post took the name of an Upton soldier, Clifton G. Marshall who died in WW1.  

Page 197 of Upton’s Heritage lists four men from Upton who died in service during WW1. Clifton 

G. Marshall, a fireman third class in the US Navy who died in Boston on 29 September, 1918 was 

one of the four men who lost their lives. Using Family Search, Ancestry.com, Vital Records in 

Boston and Upton, Find A Grave, and a Veteran’s Administration document in St. Louis, I 

pieced together the following information.  

Born in Woodville, 1 Mar 1899 Clifton Gould Marshall’s parents were Charles H. Marshall, born in 

Woodville, and Stella H. Gould, born in Westborough. According to the 1900 Hopkinton Census 

the family lived on Exchange St in Hopkinton and his father worked in a shoe shop as a 

“laster”. In the 1910 Upton census, Clifton was 11 years old and his father worked as a teamster 

for the Box Mill in West Upton. At that time, in addition to his mother the West Upton household 

included Clifton, a sister Helen, a brother Herbert, and a cousin Marion Gould also age 11.  

Vital Records in Boston and Upton indicate he died 29 September 1918 of influenza with 

complications of lobar pneumonia and was buried at Lakeview Cemetery on 3 Oct 1918. The 

other information on the Boston certificate is that the death happened at the Quarantine 

Station on Gallup’s Island in Boston Harbor.  

Wanting to know more, I researched Gallop’s Island and the Quarantine Station there. I found 

that experiments on influenza were conducted there and on Door’s Island in California. Military 

volunteers allowed themselves to be injected and exposed to influenza. The Rosenau 

Experiment was conducted between November and December of 1918 which is after the 

death of Clifton Marshall. Thankfully, not one soldier who participated in the experiment 

contracted influenza so the results were inconclusive. Today, Gallop’s Island is under the 

jurisdiction of the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation and is currently closed to 

the public because of asbestos contamination.  

Following World War 2, the post added the name of Pfc Howard Robert Leland, who died in 

action at age 28, on 14 June, 1944 in Italy. Born in Northbridge on 21 March 1916, Pfc Leland 

was the first soldier from Upton to die during WW2. Also known as “Skip” he is buried at 

Lakeview Cemetery.  

 

 VOLUNTEERS: 
There are many tasks at the museum that would benefit from just an hour or two a week of 

work. Requirements are: you can read and write that is sufficient. If you have some typing 

skill, can use a computer or are willing to learn than is a bonus. Contact any of the 

volunteer staff or leave a message on our answering machine. 

Some of the tasks in need:   

o listing contents of bookcases, files, etc. 

o Entering information on donations into forms on the computer. 

o Organizing supplies 

o Maintaining the Society website. 



NEWSLETTER:  
The next newsletter will be published in June. If you’d like to supply 

content for the newsletter, please contact Seema Kenney at 

cmakny@hotmail.com or at 508-529-3197. 

If you do not wish to receive these newsletters in the future reply by 

email or leave a message at 508-529-6600. If you receive the print copy, 

please help us reduce our costs by providing an email for us to send you 

the newsletter electronically and in full-color! 

 

SPONSORS: The local businesses that support the Society and 

museum operations deserve a big thank you! Their financial support 

accounts for half of our annual budget, without which we would be 

greatly limited in what we could do at the museum. Please consider 

contacting them for services you may need. 

 

IN MEMORIAM: 
In Memoriam – for further detail go to the Pickering Funeral Home 

website: https://www.uptonfunerals.com/listings 

 

 Sylvia Crosby, 97, passed away on January 3rd. A long time 

member and participant in the Society. 

 Beatrice Nahra, 90, wife of Samuel Nahra Jr. passed away on 

February 1st. 

 Linda (Bishop) May, 71, passed away on January 21st. 

 Edward Bigelow, 84, passed away on December 9th. 

 Beverly Grady, 74, passed away on December 3rd. 

 Shirley Cote, 83, passed away on December 23rd. 

 James Brochu, 61, passed away on December 18th. A member 

of the Society and active in many Town affairs. 

 Edith Cary, 94, passed away on December 5th. 

 Sean Flanagan, 35, passed away on December 1st. 

 Wayne Wilkin, 63, passed away November 28th. 

 Donald Person, 80, passed away on November 12th. 

 

UPTON MERCHANDISE FOR SALE: 

Looking to share your pride in Upton with others? We have clothing, 

blankets, bags, crockery, Cat’s Meow, games, and more for sale at the 

Museum! Sizes, colors, and logos vary, but call or email and we can help 

you select an item and arrange for contact-less pick up.    

UPTON 
HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
SPONSORS: 

 

Unibank 

 Hiway 

Recovery 

Town Line 

Dairy  

Summers 

Trucking 

McCormick 

Properties 

Juniper Hill 

Natural Foods 

Pickering & 

Sons Funeral 

Home 

 WW 

Contracting 
 

Please thank these 

businesses for 

supporting the 

Upton Historical 

Society. 
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Upton Historical Society 
 

Officers: 

President............................................... Thomas Bair 

Vice president ..................................... William Taylor 

Secretary ............................................... Seema Kenney 

Treasurer  .............................................. Larry Doucette 

Corresponding Secretary  .............. Dottie Bair 

Board members:  ............................... Russell Wood 

.................................................................. Joan Burrell 

.................................................................. Ellen Arnold 

Committees & Volunteers: 

Past Perfect: need a volunteer 

Clothing & Textiles: need a volunteer 

Refreshments: Russ Wood 

Other volunteers: Lisa Brochu 

 

 

Contact information: 

Mailing address: below Phone: 508-529-6600 

Email: uptonhistoricalsociety@hotmail.com Website:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~mauhs/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/UptonHistoricalSociety/ 

Museum location: 2 Main Street above the library and across from the Town Hall. 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9 AM to noon. Other times by appointment. 
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