This section has been expanded to include three procedures
1. How to obtain a Free Ancestry.com Registered Guest Account
2. How to transfer your tree From Family Tree Maker to Ancestry.com
using the GEDCOM file format
3. How to invite someone to your Ancestry.com tree
Free Registered Guest account information
Ancestry.com does not publicize it but it is possible to obtain a Free Registered Guest account.
This account is limited but does provide the following capability:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Build a personal member tree, whether from scratch or by uploading a GEDCOM file.
Share your Family Tree with family or friends.
View another user’s Family Tree if you received an invitation from that tree’s owner.
Respond to someone who contacted you, requesting permission to view your Family
Tree.
5. View any photos attached to a Family Tree that you have been invited to view.
6. The account is never cancelled and your tree will remain on-line.
7. Purchase a DNA test and view your “matches”. If a common ancestor can be
determined you will see that results but you will not be able to view your match’s
tree unless invited.
Some account limitations are as follows”
1. Search capability is very limited.
2. Concerning DNA matches. You will not be able to contact your matches or view
their trees unless they contact you first.
So why would someone in our club want to get one of these free accounts?
1. Ability to build or upload your tree and access it from any computer, ipad or iphone
connected to the internet.
2. Invite others to view your tree. You could share your tree with all of our club
members who also have free or paid Ancestry.com accounts. Club members would
be able to learn from your tree and also possibly offer suggestions to you in areas of
research that you have in common.
3. This account would also serve as a backup of your tree.
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4. Your tree will be preserved indefinitely for present and future generations to use.
5. Your tree can be viewed by others with Ancestry accounts and they may contact you
and offer to share their tree with you.
Ancestry.com is a for profit business so why would they be willing to provide you with a free
account?
1. I believe that customers are drawn to Ancestry.com because of its large collection of
family trees which are available for members to search and learn from. You increase
the value of Ancestry.com by having your tree there.
2. Based upon your experience with Ancestry.com you may turn-out to be a paying
customer someday.
3. To me it seems like a win – win situation for us and Ancestry.com.

More about the Ancestry.com Registered Guest Account
Once you have established a free Registered Guest account you may want to see
what it is like to work with an upgraded account. One way to do this is to upgrade
your account by signing up for an Ancestry.com Free Trial. They are offering a 14
day free trial at this time. If you do not want to allow the trial account to
automatically turn into a paid account just cancel the trial account just before the
end of the trial period and your account will revert back to a free Registered Guess
account. If at that time you want to continue past the trial period with a paid
account but are still not sure that it is right for you just signed up for a month to
month plan. You can then cancel and/or reactivate the full plan at any time for
whatever period you desire.
Several years ago when I first got involved in genealogy I signed up for a 30 day trial
account which they were offering at that time. Within that free month I was able to
build a large portion of my tree. I then converted to a month to month plan. When I
was traveling for an extended period of time and not doing much work on my tree I
would just cancel my month to month plan and revert back to a free Registered
Guess account. When I returned home I would reinstate my month to month plan. I
am much more involved with genealogy at this time and am using my Ancestry.com
account on a daily basis so now I have a yearly account which is less expensive for
me.
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Procedure 1
Procedure for getting your free Ancestry.com Registered Guest Account
1. Click on the following website address or Google.
http://help.ancestry.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/577
Note! There is an underscore “_” between the ”a” and “id/577” above.
2. The resulting website page should look like the one below. Take a few minutes to read
through the information on this page, especially the section on canceling a Registered
Guest Account. When done reading, select “click here” circled in RED.
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3. The following page should appear. I have included the blank form and a copy of how I
filled it out. After completing the form click “Continue”.
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4. The following Home page should appear. The page was so large that I had to break it up
into the three following images. At this point you have completed your Registered
Guest Account. Note that a user name and password have been generated for you.
Record these now. Disregard the “Start a free trial” tab for now, however, you may
want to try this a little later..
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Note: You could close this page now if you wanted to since you have established your
account. When you want to return to your account just open www.ancestry.com and enter
the user name and password you recorded earlier.
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5. Now click on “Family Trees” in the navigation bar and your screen will look like this.

6. At this time you could select either “Start a new tree” or “Upload a GEDCOM”. If you
already have built a tree in a program such as Family Tree Maker I recommend that you
go to that program and download your tree in a GEDCOM format. Be sure to record
where you save it. Return to the page above, select “Upload a GEDCOM” and follow the
on screen instructions. A detailed procedure follows in Procedure 2.
7. If you have your tree in a hard copy format you will have to select “Start a new tree” and
input your tree manually.
8. Remember you can build an unlimited number of trees with your account. So jump
right in and start building a tree.
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Note: When you open your Free Registered Account in
the future you may see the following page. You will
notice that the navigation bar is not visible. It appears
that your only option is to “Start your Free Trial”. Do not
fall for this ploy. Just click on “ancestry.com” just above
the girl’s head and you will be sent to your true Home
page with a navigation bar.
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Procedure 2
How to upload your tree From Family Tree Maker to Ancestry.com
Using the GEDCOM file format
1. Open Family Tree Maker (FTM) and bring up the tree that you would like to
transfer to Ancestry.com. Select File on the navigation bar and click on
Export in the drop-down menu.
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2. Select from the options available in the Export Box but do not click on
“OK”.
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3. Select the Output Format drop-down menu and select the GEDCOM format
shown below in blue and click on “OK”.
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4. A box should appear which something like this one looks. Be sure to record
where the file is being saved since you will need to locate it a little later.
Click on Save.

5. If your tree was successfully converted to a GEDCOM format and saved
your screen should look like this.
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6. Open Ancestry.com and login if necessary. If you have a free account

remember the warning that I provided in the previous
procedure.
7. Under Family Trees on the navigation bar select “Upload a GEDCOM”.
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8. This box should appear. Select the Browser to choose your GEDCOM file
which was generated in Step 4. Remember you were asked to record this
information.

9. Locate and select the file and then select “Open”.
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10.The following box should appear. Enter a name for your tree, or if one is
displayed you are able to change it if you desire. Be sure to select the small
box accepting the submission agreement.

11.When the Home page appears look down the page and select “Go to your
tree” in the green box.
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12. You will be asked to select a Home Person for your tree.

13.Your tree should now be displayed.
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Procedure 3
How to share a tree by inviting a friend to your tree after you have
established your Ancestry.com account
1. Open Ancestry.com and sign-in to your account. This Home page should appear.
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2. Go to the navigation bar and click on “Family Trees” which will initiate a dropdown
menu. Select your tree and open it.
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3. Your tree will open.
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4. Locate “Tree pages” just to the right of your tree’s name. Click on Tree pages and click
on “Share your tree” at the bottom of the dropdown menu.

5. This box should appear. Select “Email”.
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6. In this box enter the email address of the person you are inviting to your tree. Note that
you are able to add additional email addresses and include a personnel message if you
desire. Then click “Send Invites”.

7. You should get this message that you were successful. This completes this process.
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