
CHARLES BROCK, farmer, resides on section 25, Root Township, where he owns forty acres of land; 
he also owns twenty-six acres on section 24. He is a son of Samuel and Catherine (Swartz) Brock. The 
father was born in Germany in 1780, and the mother was born in 1789, in the same country, where 
she died in 1833, leaving three sons and two daughters. The year following the father took his five 
children and came to America, settling in Massillon, Stark County, Ohio, where he and his eldest son, 
Jacob, went to work in Charles Skinner's woolen factory. One year later the father died, aged fifty-five 
years. Jacob kept the family together for a year and a half, and was then advised by Mr. Skinner to 
separate them.  
 
Charles, our subject, went to live with W. A. Reed, where he was reared until about fourteen or 
fifteen years old, when he went to live with his brother-in-law, where he remained until seventeen 
years of age, then served an apprenticeship of three years at the carpenter's trade, with Levi Snyder. 
He has followed this trade ever since, with the exception of four years spent in California, where he 
was engaged in mining. He went with $380 and returned with $330. He went back to Wayne County, 
Ohio, where he remained five years, then came to his present farm, which he had purchased previous 
to leaving Ohio. The land was wild, and he lived in a rented house a few weeks while he built his 
hewed-log house. He lived in his log cabin until 1876, when he built a fine frame house. He worked at 
his trade and hired men to clear his land. He has built in any of the houses in his neighborhood and 
township.  
 
Mr. Brock was born in Germany, June 2, 1825, and was only eight years old when he came with his 
father to America. He was married April 20, 1854, to Miss Nancy Culbertson, who was born in 
Wayne County, Ohio, April 28, 1823. She was reared within five miles of Wooster. Five years after 
their marriage they came to Adams County, Indiana. Mrs. Brock's father, Thomas Culbertson, was 
born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, April 21, 1790, where he was reared and married. After 
the war of 1812 he removed to Wayne County, Ohio, where he was an early pioneer. There were no 
roads, nothing but Indian trails. Mr. Culbertson was the first clerk of the first election held in Plain 
Township, Wayne County. He died in September, 1879, within five miles of the place where he 
opened his new farm in Wayne County. He was a pensioner of the war of 1812. Mrs. Brock's mother, 
Margaret (Cahill) Culbertson, was also born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, January 21, 
1794, and died September 14, 1869. She united with the Presbyterian church when eighteen years of 
age, and died in the hope of a blessed immortality.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Brock have had two children - Mary M., born February 1, 1855, was married October 30, 
1879, to Albert J. Bailey; Jennie E., born January 26, 1858, died December 19, 1885, and is buried in 
Alpha cemetery. She was a devoted Christian, having united with the Methodist Episcopal church 
when nineteen years old. She commenced teaching when seventeen years old, and taught summers 
and attended school during the winter. More recently she taught both summer and winter. She was a 
favorite with old and young, and all loved her for her many lovely qualities of mind and heart.  
 
Mr. Brock's mother had two brothers, Phillip and John, who were born in Germany. They went to 
South America, and being bakers by trade, became very wealthy and owned slaves. Mrs. Brock's 
grandfather, Alexander Culbertson, was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and died 
about 1833, in Wayne County, Ohio. He was a Revolutionary soldier. Her grandmother, Ruth (Brice) 
Culbertson, was born on the ocean, of Irish parents, and died in Wayne County. Her maternal 
grandfather, Abraham Cahill, was married in Pennsylvania, and was drowned in Wooster, while 
assisting emigrants across the river. Her grandmother, Nancy (Wallace) Cahill, was probably born in 
Westmoreland County. She died in Richland County, Ohio, at a ripe old age. 
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