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· HELLO from SHARON - The day started out with 50 
degrees and heavy fog. It is now 11 a.m. and the sun is 
shining between showers and it is 54. It is really difficult to 
know how to dress these days as last Monday had a wind chill 
of negative 20. We have been closed to the public for the past 
two months but Floyd has had some requests for research and 
Roger has been working on Pioneer Certificates. We open 
the Genie Room to visitors on Tuesday 2-4 pm and 
Saturdays from 10-12 noon. On Saturday, 3 Feb 2018, we 
hope to see many visitors. 

Although we were closed, we had a lot going on. We lost 
Janet Johnson, one of our former Board members and the go

to person for the LaFayette area. This was a big blow as Janet has been working on the 
materials on one-room schools and education in Stark County. Janet never minded a call 
out of the blue from our research gentlemen or from me in regards to the information in the 
school room. Then Roger Engstrom's wife, Liz, took a tumble in the snow which caused a 
compression fracture of her lumbar spine and had to have it surgically repaired. She is 
recuperating at home. Also Joyce and Jim Dison are relocating to Kewanee. They are 
moving to a one-story home near Walmart and the hospital. 

I have been working on an article for this Quarterly and I hope you enjoy it as much as I 
enjoyed researching for it. I am a very curious person and I tried to answer the questions 
that came to me when I saw the picture of "The Pines.,,. 

We are going to have another Donation Garage Sale this fall for Fall Festival. We 
would appreciate donations through the year just in case you are downsizing and come up 
with something we can use. We made about $700 last year and that comes in handy for our 
day-to-day expenses. Anyone who might want to donate just call one of us to make 
arrangements. 

We are making plans for celebrating ILLINOIS' 200-year anniversary during the year 
and we will have details in our next Quarterly. 

Floyd is preparing for a February presentation at the Henry County Genealogical 
Society on the Underground Railroad in Henry County. In our February program we are 
having Gary Steward tell about a Genealogy trip out East researching his Steward family. 
Sarah Rose Leonard will be our program in March relating her trip to France to learn 
about her grandfather's service in WWI. Sarah is always a great presenter. 

SCGS to Raise Funds for Historical Marker 

Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln gave speeches in Toulon on October 26 
and October 27, 1858, late in their campaign for the U. S. Senate seat - after their much
publicized Lincoln:-Douglas debates. The 1912 Old Settlers' monument on the courthouse 
lawn that documents this historic eventis engraved with the incorrect dates -October 5 and 
October 6, 1858 

In 2011 Society member and local historian 
Floyd Ham and staff members at The Papers of 
Abraham Lincoln documented the true dates by 
finding contemporary newspaper accounts. 
Subsequently, The Papers of Abraham Lincoln 

officially corrected the date of Lincoln's appearance in Toulon to October 27, 1858. This 
1 



date now appears in the Abraham Lincoln timeline. This day-to-day log of Lincoln's 
activities is accessible on the internet as The Lincoln Log: A Daily Chronology of the Life 
of Abraham Lincoln. 

the Genealogical Society is petitioning the lliinois State Historical Society to erect an 
historical marker to correct the dates, as there is no good way to revise the dates on the 
present monument. This is one of the activities planned by the Stark County Genealogical 
Society for the State ofIIIinois,: Bicentennial celebration. 

The cost of casting the historical marker is $3200, plus costs associated with erecting 
the sign on a proper signpost. Consequently, the Society is initiating a fund-raising 
campaign to raise $4000 for this project. 

We ask that members of the Society support this activity by donating $100 for this 
project. , 

Don7t forget to follow us on Tacebook- Stark County Genealogical Society for our 
monthly programs and up to date information. 
Sharon 

************************* 

PROGRAMS 
December and January 
Closed: No programs 

February 24, 2018: 
"SERENDIPITOUS STEWARD FAMILY IDSTORY 
RESEARCH IN NEW ENGLAND" 

By Gary Steward 

March 24, 2018: 
VISITING WORLD WARI BATTLEFIELDS OF 
AL APPENHEIMER" 

By Sarah Rose Leonard 

**************************** 
INMEMORIAM 

Janet Lee (Emery) Johnson 83, of LaFayette, IL passed 
away December 18, 2017. She was born November 11, 1934 to 
Forest and Ruth (Sheahan) Emery. She married Robert 
Johnson December 24, 1954. 

Janet was a longtime member of the Stark County 
Genealogical Society s~rving on The Board of Directors for 
many years. She helped in many ways with LaFayette research 
and taking over the Library School Room. She collected many 
records and pictures to add to the collection. Keeping track of 
them in scrapbooks. 

Our sympathies to her husband, Robert, two sons, Jeff and Jay, grandchildren and sister 
Annabelle Sturdewagen. 2 
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CHURCH HISTORY 

United Presbyterian Knox School 
Presbyteria·n Presbyterian 

The Methodist Episcopal Church Was At Right Of School 

As we look back across the years and think about the "beginnings" 
around our little village of Elmira, we see several church spires 
peering out amid the green trees. As we look at them, we think that 
surely the old truth, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it," must have prevailed here 
among our forefathers. No doubt they often thought in those pioneer 
days of the "wee kicks " back in Bonny Scotland, where they 
worshipped before coming to this promising new country. Perhaps 
this memory guided them to set abo.ut soon after their arrival here, 
and plan a place where they might find strength and comfort to carry 
on against the adversities in settling this new land. 
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Elmira United Presbyterian Church 1901 - 1929 

IDSTORY OF THE ELMIRA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES 

While researching many books, and with the names of each church changing so often, this became quite 
a project to write a short summary, without writing a book. With some books giving different dates and 
information and after many days of research, this is what I find to be an accurate account of names and 
dates. I did try to list a few of the members from these churches in hope that this may someday help a 
family doing research. 

Church history in Elmira was mainly Presbyterian. There was one Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Osceola Grove and Village: In 1837 there didn't exist a layout of a town here. When the Post Office was 
added, the location was called Elmira, as related in personal history from Oliver Whittaker. 

In 1830, Robert Hall, his sister Anne & William Hall, Archibald and Charles Van Dyke, and Brady Fowler 
came from Pittsburg down the Ohio River and up the Illinois River to Peoria. Then Peter Pratt & Giles 
Dana came to Peoria. In Peoria they learned Major Robert Moore, Thomas Watts & Isaac Spenser had 
completed the survey of Elmira Township. James Buswell and Calvin Winslow had set stakes and built 
cabins in the timber, south of William Hall's house. 

In 1838 the Oliver's and Turnbull's traveled by the Winslow homestead and settled with the Lyles; 8 
Lyles and 13 Oliver's & Turnbull's shared a one room (16'x18') cabin that year. 

A 



On June 8th, 1839 the mother of the Presbyterian 
churches in Stark County was formed. It was called 
The Presbyterian Church Society of Osceola. Rev. 
Vail, (a Congregationalist) was assigned to start a 
church in Elmira (Osceola). Services were held in 
homes, and at the school on the state road in 
Osceola. Many were Scots in this area and they 
wanted a Presbyterian Church. Members the first 
years were: Helen Brydon (widow of Robert 
(Turnbull), David Currier & Rebecca J. Currier, John 
& Polly Davis, Margaret, Francis & Rosanna Davis, 
Sarah Mclaughlin, Margaret Moore (widow of 
Robert Moore), Thomas & Margaret Oliver, Adam 
Oliver, Elizabeth & Charlotte Oliv~r, Polly Parks, 
Liberty & Julie M. Stone, Hannah Fuller, Sarah 
Spencer, John & Margaret Turnbull, Calvin & Betsy 
Winslow, and Mary Wisernder. In 1844 Joseph & 
Ann Blachard, Peter Inglis and Phoebe Brace 
joined. The first baptism was Robert Alex Turnbull, born August 2, 1840, baptized Sept. 26, 1840, died 
Jan. 10, 1841. There were 43 members. Records ceased after Aug. 1855. 

--

In 1849 the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was formed. The church was south/east of Elmira, and 
south of the Mound School. It has straight back pews so the adults would stay awake, and also so the 
children could stand easily to see what was going on. It had a few periods of inactivity, and closed in the 
early 1900's. 

In 1850 The Associate Reformed Congregation of Osceola was formed. They met at the Elmira School 
for the first three years. In 1852 the name was changed to The Associate Reformed Congregation of 

Elmira to correspond with the Post Office. In 1853 their 
new church was built. 1858 brought the merger of the 
Associate Presbyterian & the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian. The denomination became The United 
Presbyterian Church of North America. The local church 
then changed their name for the second time to The 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church. In 1860 the church 
was remodeled. In 1880's an organ was added, although 
some were opposed. In 1880 a new building was built, 
and the old was sold to Peter Hyer. This old building was 
on the Preston Currier Farm for many years, until recently 
when it was torn down. 1883 a church library was 
established with Robert Grieve, Maggie Rule and Janet 
Jackson choosing the books. A new church building was 
finished in 1893, and it burned on Dec 9, 1900. They then 

built their 3rd church. (This is not our current church building). This church had 110 members. John H. 
Turnbull was clerk of session, and George Oliver was Sunday School Superintendent. In Dec. 1928, The 
Elmira United Presbyterian congregation moved over to join The Presbyterian Church U.S.A., or also 
called The Presbyterian Church of Elmira. They moved to our current building. Their merge brought 
about the name The Elmira Federated Church. 

In 1856 another church in Elmira was organized. It was named The Knox Presbyterian Church. It was 
one of the few Gaelic speaking churches in the U.S.A. A few from the recently closed Osceola 
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then worshiped here until they could build their own building. 
In 1865 they purchased the land at the corner of Junction 93 & 
Elmira Road to the northeast corner. The trustees were Peter 
Inglis, Abel Armstrong and Duncan Mclennan. The church 
was 30x40 with a short steeple. It had comfortable pews and 
a middle section with a library, and a seat or two for crying 
babies. Coal stoves were on the right or left. They had about 
5 baptisms per year. This church closed in 1888. 

In 1881 The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., or The Presbyterian 
Church of Elmira was organized. The church was made up of 
members who left the Knox Presbyterian, along with those 

who didn't feel comfortable with the old Scottish ways. 
Private papers give reasons as a disagreement over being 
Scottish or being an American. In 1882, The Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. built the building we are currently using. Rev. 
Scott preached, and Abel Armstrong was Superintendent. 
There were 258 members, and 242 on the Sunday School Roll. 
The building was lit by gas, and coal fired. There was a shed :::LM ! RA PRESBVTER)~N Cr\(lRC 
for 40 teams of horses. The church used to hold many plays. I 8 8 l To U LON I LL.· · l SO 6 

The ticket booth is still intact. Some of the first members were: John, Robert, Jane and George 
Armstrong, George Rutherford, William Beattie, Catherine Scott, Elizabeth & Mary Oliver, Mrs. C. 
Stevenson, Addie & Carrier Stevenson, Daniel Dodd, Irene Dodd, Mary & Murdock Burchanon, Mary & 
Rebecca McKay, Mary Adams, and 0. Vanda Beave. More added to the list by the last names of 
Hindermarsh, Oliver, Armstrong, Rutherford, Scott, Hunter, Miller, Fleming, Homes, McLennan, 

Glendenning, Anderson, McKenzie, Hand, Haswell, Tuttle,Gerard, Mccurdy, Hulzsier, Harahan, 
Semple,Redshaw, Dodd, Swanson, Cinnamon & McWilliam. 

In Dec 1928, The Elmira United Presbyterian congregation moved over and merged with The 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. This became The Elmira Federated Church. The Elmira United Presbyterian 
Church was torn down and their manse was sold. Later a school was erected near this spot. In 1951 a 
new school was built on the north edge of town. It closed in 1973. 

In 1958 The United Presbyterian Church of North America & the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. merged. So, 
on Jan 1, 1959 the name was changed from the Elmira 
Federated Church to The Elmira United Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., which it is still called today in 2018. 

Barbara Jackson became the first woman Elder. Since then 
this church has had many women Elders. 

Many changes in the current building have occurred 
throughout the years. It has.changed from gas to electric, 
coal to steam, and no indoor plumbing to running water. 
The basement was dug out. The Sanctuary first faced the 
north. A few large stained-glass windows, and a few small 
stained-glass windows have been covered through the 
years. Easter morning 2017 we unveiled one medium sized 
window. Through the years the steeple has also been 
lowered, and the kitchen was remodeled 30+ years ago. In 
2017 the Committee of Dave Grant, Dave Milburn, John 
Oliver, Jeanne Currier Ryan, Justine Ryan and Karen 
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Steward guided the church in adding a car port, new entry way and a lift/elevator. Also added in 2017 

was new wiring, new flooring in¾ of the church, and a 3 rd restroom that is handicap accessible. The 
church also made improvements to 1 of the older restrooms, and painted a couple rooms. Dr. Dale 
Dykstra is the present Minister. 

These members have been very active throughout the many years to 
keep improving the building so that their church may grow and keep 

teaching about the Lord. This church has remained strong in their 

missions to the community and throughout the world. 

Before Lift & Drive Addition 

The current building is 136 years old. One of the merged churches of 

this congregation started in 1850, while the congregation that started 
in this building was in the year 1881, with the first Presbyterian 
Church in the area starting in 1839. This church is still growing and the 
people in Stark County are still strong in faith. To God be the Glory! 

(Sources from this research: Township History: Elmira Illinois Ancestors.com, on line Library to Stark Co., 
IL Gen Web, M.A. Leeson's Stark County Genealogy Trails, Mrs. Shallenberger'sbook, History of Stark 
County and its Pioneers printed in 1876 and former Minister of the Elmira United Presbyterian Church -

Gordon Paul Page's book, Elmira Through the Ages, printed in 1990.) 

Submitted by: Jeanne Currier Ryan 
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The Pines Convalescent Home September 1, 1949-September 1, 1954 

(printed on the back of photo-Bess Jackson House, ''The Pines", Built 1894 view from the North) (Written 

across the top Mrs. R. Armstrong in pencil) 

By Sharon Perkins 

Recently Janet Turnbull found this photo among her husband, William 0. Turnbull's papers but she believes it 
belongs to Gary Steward, her son-in-law. As I am a relative newcomer to Stark County (I have only lived in 

Stark County since 1963), I asked Janet when "The Pines" was used as a Convalescent Home? I spoke with 

Janet, Larry, Floyd and Gary Steward and no one knew for sure. Seeing this photo of this beautiful Victorian 

home posed three questions in my mind. Who owned this property at the time this home was built, who 

designed and built the home and when and who operated this convalescent home and for how long? 

Janet knew "The Pines" was closed prior to when she married Bill and he tore the house down and used the 

lumber in his woodworking projects. Larry, my husband, knew that it was closed when he was in high school 

and he graduated in 1958 from Toulon High School. We knew that Arlene Ham was the proprietor of the 

Convalescent Home as she had given Floyd Ham, when he was about 10 years of age, his first job mowing her 

lawn and she was a nice lady. Arlene Ham was the daughter of Clarence E and Grace Darling Perkins of the 

Neponset area and can be found in the Perkins Family Tree. No one knew who owned the land when the 

house was built but it had to have been built by Robert J Dickinson, the one arm Civil War Veteran who was 

the architect that built the distinctively beautiful series of structures surrounding Toulon. So that is where I 
started my research. 

The photo had Gary Steward's great grandmother's name written on the back of the photo but Gary told me 

he didn't know of a connection as the Armstrong's had never owned that piece of property. This sent me to 

the courthouse in Toulon to check on land records. At the time the convalescent Home was in this residence, 

the farm was owned by Mrs. Elizabeth Grieve Jackson, the widow of Roscoe Chester Jackson, and she sold the 

land to William 0. Turnbull in 1956 after the Pines was vacated. The previous owners were two daughters, 

Esther A Oliver Grieve & Agnes Jane Oliver Kiery, of Andrew Oliver and his second wife Elizabeth Armstrong, 
who were the owners of the land at the time the house was built in 1894. (I determined these facts with a 
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combination of court records and census records) Elizabeth Armstrong was the sister of Robert Armstrong, the 

great grandfather of Gary Steward who lives in another one of Robert J. Dickinson's master pieces of 

architecture. Both Elizabeth and Robert Armstrong were the children of James & Sibella Elliott Armstrong 
and all born in Scotland. 

I would be remiss if I didn't give more detail on Robert J Dickinson at this point. Don Schmidt gave· me this 

information when I asked him the name of the architect which I had forgotten. 

(From The Stark County News, Toulon, Illinois, Wednesday, January 3, 1917, p. 1, col. 1] 

R. J. DICKINSON PASSED AWAY 

LAST FRIDAY 

Laid to Rest Sunday Afternoon --Resident of Stark County Over Sixty Years. 

The passing of R. J. Dickinson last Friday [December 29, 1916] brought to life's close the career of a man 

who has had much to do with the political, civil, religious and social affairs of Stark county for over half a 

century. Mr. Dickinson was a man who, in whatever he took part, gave the best that was in him. While of late 

years he had led a retired life, he still retained a heart-felt interest in everything that appertained to the good 

of the community. 

He was a leader, not a follower, and it would take many columns of type to tell of the various activities in _ 

which he engaged, most of them for the betterment of the community and mankind. 

While still a youth, he came from the East with his parents, and for over sixty years maintained his 

residence in Stark county. 

During the war, he enlisted in aid of his country, and in that service lost his arm. With this_ terrible 

handicap confronting him he returned to Stark county to take up the burden of life, and fought a good fight. 

He held various offices within the gift of the people, taught school for a time, and the latter years of his life 
were given almost entirely to the contracting and building business. Scores of residences and business 

buildings in Stark and surrounding counties were built by and under his supervision. 

Funeral services were held from his late residence on North Miller street Sunday afternoon [December 31, 

1916] at i o'clock, being in charge of Rev. A. C. Parmiter, pastor of the Congregational church. The I. 0. 0. F. 

lodge was present in a body and laid him to rest with their last rites. The G. A. R. was also well represented. 

The following obituary was read at the services: 

Robert James Dickinson, son of William Townsend and Rebecca (Weller) Dickinson, was born at 

Woodburne, Sullivan county, New York, September 3, 1836. At the age of nineteen [about 1855] years he 

came with his parents to Stark county, where he has since resided. 

Following the example of his father, Mr. Dickinson chose the arts of drafting and building as his 

occupation, at which work most of his years were spent until failing health caused him to retire from active 

duties. 

September 24, 1857, R. J. Dickinson was married to Miss Laurette M., daughter of James and Lavinia 
Chapman, of Steuben county, New York. Of their family but three survive: James Bertram Dickinson, of 

Toulon; Laura (Mrs. J. A. Redfield), of Spencer, la.; and John Weller Dickinson, of Little Rock, Ark. There are 



also five grandchildren and one sister, Mrs. Phoebe A. Cone, of Jerseyville, Ill., who is now the one survivor of 
a family of eleven children. 

Mr. Dickinson enlisted in Company B, 127thlllinois Infantry, August 14, 1862. At the siege of Vicksburg he 

lost his arm by a minie bullet, and after some time spent in a hospital at St. Louis he received an honorable 

discharge September 24, 1863. He was a charter member of the W. W. Wright Post of G. A. R. and a member 

of the I. 0. 0. F. for nearly fifty years. 

Mr. Dickinson became a member of the Congregational church of Toulon, March 5, 1887. He was for considerable 
time active in musical circles, both within and without the church. He was keenly interested in all that promised to affect 
the church's welfare. 

From the community in which he has spent these sixty years the common voice is, "We have parted with a 

good man." 

[From the website for the Illinois State Archives, Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls Database, under 

Robert J. Dickinson] 

Robert J. Dickinson, Pvt., Co. B, 127 IL US Inf.; residence: LaFayette, Stark Co., IL, age 26, height 5' 8", hair 

light, eyes blue, complexion light, marital status married, occupation mechanic, nativity N/ A, joined Aug. 15, 
1862, at Chicago, IL, by Cpt. A. J. Burroughs, for period of 3 yrs, mustered in Sep. 5, 1862, at Chicago, IL, 

mustered out N/A, Remarks: Discharged for disability Sep. 24, 1863, at Memphis, Tenn., wounded in action 
May 22, 1863, at Vicksburg, Miss. 

[From The Stark County News, Toulon, Illinois, Friday, August 26, 1898, "Glimpses of Toulon" Supplement, with 

very poor image photograph of "Residence of R. J. Dickinson"] 

. ::_ ·,. '· · . 
R. J. Dickinson 

The parents of Robert J. Dickinson moved from the Empire state to Stark 

county, Illinois, in 1855, when the present well-known contractor and builder was a 

young man. Here Mr. Dickinson completed his knowledge of the building trade, 

and has been very prominently connected with this trade down to the present 

time. 

Mr. Dickinson served with distinction in the Civil War, until at the siege of 
Vicksburg, he lost his arm by a minie bullet; and received honorabl~ discharge, in 

September, 1863. 

On regaining health he taught school, and studied drafting and building. He 
has superintended the construction of many of the finest residences, business houses, and churches in this 
and surrounding towns. In this issue are shown several residences of his designing and of building. They are 

of great beauty, symmetry and originality, speaking much for the builder. 

Mr. Dickinson is a member of the W.W. Wright Post, G. A. R., of the I. 0 . 0 . F., and for years has been 

identified with the literary, musical and social progress of Toulon. 

I checked the 1940 census and Artene Norton Ham was living with her husband John L Ham and her two 

children and not employed outside the home. Next I went to the Toulon Public Library site and looked at the 

Stark County News from 1945-1960 for The Pines Convalescent Home. By the end of the afternoon I found 

articles to prove that she opened the Pines on September 1, 1949 and it closed on September 1, 1954. At that 

time she had transferred 17 patients to a new residence on 219 South Franklin St. which would be called the 

Toulon Public Convalescent Home. 

Jo 



. SCN 27 July, 1949 Wednesday 

Front page Transcribed 

by SR Perkins 

Convalescent Home will open North Toulon 

Mrs. Arlene Ham of Kewanee Opens "The Pines" on September 1, 1949 

Mrs. Arlene Ham, of Kewanee has announced that she plans to open ''T~e Pines" Convalescent Home in the 

residence on the farm formally occupied by Mrs. Chester Jackson located on the Saxon Rd. just west of Route 

91, four miles north of Toulon. Mrs. Ham who is well known in the community, has been employed the past 6 

years as a nurse at Kewanee Public Hospital. Mrs. Ham stated that the residence has been completely 

redecorated in the interior and exterior repainted. It is to be furnished with new equipment and is to be open 

on September 1. 

Visiting hours will be from 2-4 pm in the afternoon and 7-8:30 in the evenings. Friends and relatives of 

patients will be welcomed during these hours. Ministers are especially invited to visit the home. 

If anyone has an excessive amount of garden products or fruit they are unable to use or care to make a cash 

contributions, Mrs. Ham stated "they would be appreciated and that any money donated will be used to 

purchase a wheelchair." 

SCN Wed Sep 1, 1954 

Transcribed by SR Perkins 

Mrs. Ham opens Convalescent Home in Toulon 

Opening of the new Public Convalescent Home on South Franklin Street has been announced this week by 

Mrs. Ham operator. Mrs. Ham states that nearly all the requirements have been met to secure a state license. 

Seventeen patients were moved to the home the past week from "The Pines" Convalescent Home north of 

Toulon, which was operated by Mrs. Ham. Visitors are invited to call at the home. 

SCN Wed June 2, 1960 p. 1 

Transcribed by SR Perkins 

Galva Couple Buy Nursing Home, Toulon 

Take possession on Friday 

Mrs. Ham has operated home for 6 years. Mr. & Mrs. Elbert L. Holmes, of Galva, have purchased Public 

Convalescent Home in Toulon from Mrs. Arlene Ham and will take possession, July 1. 

Mrs. Holmes is a registered nurse and has been employed at Kewanee Public and Moline Public Hospitals. Mr. 

& Mrs. Holmes have four daughters, one at home who will be a sophomore this fall at Toulon High School. 

Family will maintain their home at Galva until this winter. 

Mrs. Ham has operated the Convalescent Home in Toulon for nearly 6 years and before that was 5 years at 

"The Pines" north of Toulon. 

Mrs. Harry Storey and Mrs. Mary Stewart, who have been employed for some time at the home, will continue 

there for Mrs. Holmes. There are now 31 patients . 
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On the 1940 Census it was noted that Arlene Ham had two years of College. However, I worked on the St 
Francis Hospital School of Nursing-Kewanee, IL 1906-1959 book and I believe she attended nurses training 

there, although she apparently quit to get married. There were a large number of students who came from 

Neponset and Stark County to Kewanee for Nurses Training at St Francis Hospital. The sisters of John L. Ham, 
Laura Julia Ham McGinnis was a graduate of St Francis in 1928 as was Cathryn Ham Foley who had graduated 

in 1927 from St Francis Hospital School of Nursing. I believe this how Arlene met John L. Ham. 

[From Star-Courier, Kewanee, Illinois, Saturday, May 18, 1991, page AS, column 1-2] 

Arlene Walker 

TOULON -Arlene Ham Walker, 84, of 417 W. Hay, Springfield, died Thursday, May 16, 1991, at her home. 

Born July 26, 1906, in Iowa, daughter of Clayton and Grace (Perkins) Norton, she was a nurse in the 

Toulon and Springfield areas for several years. 

Surviving are one daughter, Elinor Porter of Wilmette; one son, Eldon Ham of Chicago; one brother, 

Wilbur Norton of Neponset; three grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. Five brothers and sisters 

preceded her in death. 

Graveside services will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday at Toulon Cemetery. Kidd Funeral Home is in charge of 

arrangements. 

[NOTE: Stark County marriage records show that Arlene I. Norton married John L. Ham March 9, 1929.] 

[NOTE: Arlene Ham ran The Pines Nursing Home north of Toulon for many years. Following is a note from 

Mrs. Walker's grandson, Eldon Ham: 

Arlene Norton Walker was my grandmother (my dad's mom, my dad often going by J. Eldon Ham or John 
Ham). She did own and run The Pines Nursing Home for several years. I have personal memories of the place, 

even though I was only 2 and 3 years old at the time. It was on a hill, lots of trees and shade, many were pine. 

Functional barn nearby, and I especially remember the milkman who came to pick up milk courtesy of the 

cows. He had a cool truck with a great sounding motor and lots of the old milk cans in the back. 

When I was there she moved the home to the Nursing Home about one and a half blocks due south of 

Nowlan's Bistro building (on the west side of the street). I spent a lot oftime there. It was her nursing home 

from about 1955 to well into the 60s. You both probably remember the house, which was on the way to the 

schools. Indeed it is also where both my grandparents on my mother's side (Walter "Dick"and Edith Durbin) 
passed away. 

Arlene's husband for a brief time was Joe Walker--she moved with him to Tucson, AZ, for a while, but it did 

not last. Big mistake; then she returned to Illinois and lived in a modest house in Springfield. I remember that 

place well, too.] 

[NOTE: Stark County marriage license application index records the following information:] 

Groom: John L. Ham, of Toulon, Ill., farmer, 28, white, born at Toulon, Ill., son of George Ham and 
Margaret Brady, 1st marriage. 

Bride: Arlene I. Norton, of Griswold, Iowa, 22, white, daughter of Clayton Norton and Grace Perkins, 1st 

marriage. 
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Wedding: Married at Wyoming, Stark Co., Ill., March 9, 1929, witnesses: Leonard Hickey and Geneva Ham, 

official: James M. Fitzgerald, Catholic Priest. 

(Information from Don Schmidt on Arlene Ham and note by Eldon Ham as well as her marriage license 

application) 

Note from Sharon: This article as you notice is a composite of material from many sources and individuals. 

This is the way the members of the SCGS work together as a team. Over the years Don and Floyd have 

amassed a large amount of information on the people of Stark County and when they know someone is 

working on an article the material arrives in an email all typed and ready to go. I had seen the name "The 

Pines" when I was helping transcribe the death certificates in Stark County and wondered about it. Now you 

and I know more about the rest of the story. 

Sharon Perkins 

*************************************** 

Wyoming Post Herald, Wednesday, August 19, 1936 

Transcribed by S. R. Perkins 

Wild Game Plentiful When Pioneers Came to County 

Game was plentiful when the first settlers came to Stark County and the pioneers depended to a large 

extent upon his rifle to furnish a supply of meat for his family. Youngsters were taught to use and it was not an 

uncommon occurrence for a 12-year old boy to bring down a deer or a wild turkey. 

In Hall's history of Stark county the author tells interestingly of early day hunting as follows: "Among those 

who achieved distinction as hunters were the Sturm boys-Henry, Nicholas, Samuel, Matthias and Simon-all 

sons of Matthias, who settled in the county in 1834. Clad in tough frontier garb and armed with the old 

Kentucky 'hammered barrel, hair triggered' rifle, they knew every 'deer lick' in the county round. Henry Sturm 

used to say that he had killed as many as thirty in one week and dragged them home by tying them to the tail 

of his horse. 

"They never carried their rifles on Sunday, and on one Sunday morning, about 1845, while Henry Sturm and 

one of his cousins were returning from church they discovered a large buck, slightly wounded, lying in the 

water of the Spoon River, where he had doubtless crept to conceal himself from his pursuers. Henry leaped 

from a bluff some eight or ten feet high, landed upon the buck's shoulder, seized him by the horns and forced 

his nostrils under water, holding him there by main strength until he was almost suffocated. The deer was 

then dispatched with a heavy pocket knife, such as every frontiersman usually carried, and the two youngsters 

dragged the deer home, which was but a short distance from the place where they had found him. "But while 

deer and such animals were hunted for food, there was an occasional wolf hunt for the purpose of lessening 

the number of those animals that were preying upon the few domestic animals of the settlers. Two or three 

years after Isaac B. Essex and his associates settled along Spoon River, in what is now Essex township, they 

were invited to join with those living in Princeville, Peoria County, in a wolf hunt. Minott ~illiman, Benjamin 

Smith, David Cooper and the Miners, Daniel Prince and several others joined in he hunt and a number of 

wolves were killed. Another great wolf hunt was "pulled off'' in 1845, in which over one hundred settlers 

participated. Harvey L. Ross, while still in his "teens", caught twelve wolves one season in steel traps set near 

the carcass of a dead horse. 
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On receiving a request for obituaries 
For Samuel Burge Oct 27, 1895 
Alice (Lowman) Burge Apr 29, 1900 
Gertrude (Johnson) Peck August 2, 1958 
from Doreen Kuhlman of Forsyth, MO 
Floyd Ham sent her the following 

By 
Floyd Ham 

[Newspaper clipping from scrapbook of clippings 
donated to Stark County Historical Society by Harry and 
Cora Galbraith Kerns. This clipping is probably froni the 
Stark County Sentinel.} 

Obituary. 
SAMUEL BURGE 

Samuel Burge was born Oct. 21, 1844, in New 
Hampshire and died Oct. 27, 1895. At a very early age 
he came west and his home has been in Toulon ever 
since. At the age of 13 he joined the Congregational 
church. 

While yet very young he entered a business career and 
as all know made it a success. 

For about a year he has traveled in hopes of regaining 
his health, but it was a lost endeavor as he constantly 
failed. His death comes doubly hard as only a few 
weeks ago his daughter, Esther, was laid to rest, but He 
who doeth all things well will comfort the family in their 
severe bereavement and perhaps give them a glance at 
the silver lining of this dark cloud. 

The funeral services were held at the house Tuesday 
morning at 10 o'clock, Rev. G. A. Francis officiating, 
assisted by Revs. Clark of Elmira, and Ennifer and Scott 
ofToulon, after which the remains were placed in the 
Toulon Cemetery. A large number of sympathizing 
friends gathered to pay their last respects to a warm 
and true friend. 

[From "History of Stark County, Illinois," by M. A. 
Leeson, 1887, pp. 327-328 in section: Biography of 
Toulon Township] 

Samuel Burge, son of Rev. Benjamin and Lucretia 
(Dewey) Burge, was born at Enfield, Grafton county, N. 
H., October 21, 1844. 

In 1856 Mr. Burge, his mother and sister, moved from 
Lewiston, Fulton county, to Stark county. The family 

being settled in Fulton county in 1853, four years after 
the death of Rev. Mr. Burge. This move was made on 
the suggestion of the late Samuel M. Dewey, a resident 
of Stark in 1849, who counseled his sister to bring her 
family among a people whom he esteemed, and among 
whom himself was one of the leading citizens. 

On arriving here Mr. Burge entered his uncle's store and 
filled the position of clerk for ten years, until 1866, 
when he acquired a one-fourth interest in the house of 
Dewey, Lowman & Co. 

In the fall of that year Mr. Dewey died, but, by the 
terms of the will, the business was to be continued 
under the title of Dewey & Burge, and with the 
mercantile department the banking house, established 
in 1865, was included. 

Of all this Mr. Burge took the management January 1, 
1867.Early in 1869 he purchased the interests of the 
Dewey estate, and in the spring of 1870 disposed of the 
mercantile department, so that he could give exclusive 

attention to the banking business. 

In 1879 Charles P. Dewey, son of the late Samuel 
Dewey, was admitted into partnership, and the firm 
name of Burge & Dewey adopted. 

On September 1, 1870, Mr. Burge was married to Miss 
Alice, daughter of William Lowman, To them four 
children were born, Annie M., Samuel D., Esther L. and 
Jessie, the latter now lying in the family lot in Toulon 
cemetery. 

Mrs. Burge is a graduate of the Rockford Female 
Seminary, and, as evidenced by references in this work 
to local literary and musical societies, holds a first place 
among the alumni of that seminary. 

In the history of the schools of Toulon township, of the 
Congregational church of Toulon, of the municipality, of 
the soldiers of the county and of the W. W. Wright Post, 
G. A. R, the part taken by Mr. Burge in affairs of public 
interest is clearly portrayed. To him is credited the 
introduction of modern residence building into Toulon, 
and above all a desire to share in building up higher the 
industrial and social interests of the town, which he calls 
his home for over thirty years. 

[From the website for the Illinois State Archives, Illinois 
Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls Database, under 
Samuel Burge] 



Samuel Burge, Pvt., Co. H, 139 IL US Inf.; residence: 
Toulon, Stark Co., IL, age 19, height N/A, hair N/A, eyes 
N/A, complexion N/A, marital status N/A, occupation 
N/A, nativity N/A, joined May 10, 1864, at Toulon, IL, by 
S. S. Haysbur, for period of 100 days, mustered in Jun. 1, 
1864, at Peoria, IL, mustered out Oct. 28, 1864, at 
Peoria, IL, by Lt. Hall, Remarks: N/A 

Burge, Alice May Lowman 1900 

[From the Stark County News, Toulon, Illinois, 4 March 
1900, downloaded fromhttp://boards.ancestry.com, 
posted by Pat Thomas.] 

Mrs. Alice Burge 

The death of Mrs. Alice Burge occurred Sunday 
afternoon, April 29, 1900. She had been failing for many 
months and had spent the last winter in Eureka Springs 
in the hopes that it would benefit her, but it was not to 
be. 

Alice May Lowman was born in Knoxville, Illinois, May 8, 
1848. She was the daughter of William and Esther Keys 

Lowman and was one of seven children, four of whom 
grew to maturity. She moved to Toulon in 1850. 

The deceased was united in marriage to Samuel Burge 
September 1, 1870. Four children were born to them as 
follows: Anne May, born October 30, 1871; Jessie 
Tryphena, born June 16, 1875; Samuel Dewey, born 
August 9, 1877; Esther Lucretia, born June 7, 1880. Of 
these children, three, with the father, have gone on 
before the mother. 

She also leaves four brothers, George A., Samuel K, and 
James K., all of Toulon. 

Mrs. Burge united with the church while attending 
school at Rockford, Illinois and has long been a member 
of the Congregational church of Toulon. She sought to 
obey her heavenly Father in life, and in her closing days · 
bore testimony to the triumphs of Christian faith - a 
faith that was greatly tested and proven beyond a doubt 
during these recent years, when disease threw a gloom 
over the home by taking off one by one the members of 
the family; a faith that stood erect in the light of God 
while disease bore the frail body down to the darkness 
of death. 

At. three o'clock p.m., April 29, 1900, she passed from 
all that is earthly to the land of spirits to be with God. 

The funeral services were conducted from her late 
home at 2:00 o'clock Tuesday afternoon, being 
conducted by Reverend George A. Francis of the 
Congregational church. 

Peck, Gertrude Johnson 1958 

[From The Stark County News, Wednesday, August 6, 
1958; Page 2, Col 2) 

Hold Funeral Monday, 
Mrs Gertrude Peck; 

Interment at Wyanet 

Funeral services for Mrs Gertrude Peck, 55, were held 
Monday afternoon at 2 o'clock at Cox Memorial home in 
Wyoming. 

Rev Eugene Anderson, of Toulon, officiated. Karen 
Carroll, accompanied by Mrs Merle Snider, sang "In the 
Garden." 

Interment was in Forest Hill Cemetery at Wyanet. 

The daughter of Peter and Gertrude Stanley Johnson, 
she was born in Kewanee on October 29, 1902. She 
spent her early life there and attended Kewanee 
schools. 

She was married August 19, 1922 to Wayne Peck in 
Kewanee. She was a member of the Christian Church at 
Sunnyland. 

Surviving are her husband; one daughter, Mrs Marvin 
(Doris) Skovly, of Portland Oregon, two sisters, Mrs Max 

(Lidia) Howland, of Frankfort Indiana and Mrs Amy 
Haynes of Peoria, and two grandchildren. 

A brother, Russell Johnson, of Waukegan, died two 
weeks ago of a heart ailment and a sister, Mrs Gladys 
Colgan, also preceded her in death. 

Pall bearers were Dale Tracy, W S Perrin, CA Morrow, 
Lyman Cox, John Read and Nelson Neil. 

Mrs Peck died at her home on North Madison Avenue in 
Wyoming early Saturday morning after suffering a heart 
attack. 



Getting Acquainted with the Revised Version of Find-A-Grave.com 
Ted Bainbridge, Ph.D. 

( cont from December article) 
https://www.findagrave.com is a web site that collects individuals' cemetery and other information, whether a 
grave marker is present or not. The site's database includes over 165 million people's memorials, and adds 
about 1 ½ million per month. It contains information from almost half a million cemeteries around the world. 
This free site can be searched in several ways, and its information is easy to download onto a home computer. 
The site is menu-driven and intuitively easy to use. Registration, which is optional and free, gives the visitor 
access to features that are not otherwise available. Everybody should explore the tutorials. 

Think of the home page as being organized into four areas: 
• the main menu, near the top of the page and filling its entire width 
• the search panel for individuals' graves, which dominates the background photograph 
• the link to findagrave tutorials, a blue oval button near the bottom right of the page 
• other less-frequently used items, occupying the rest of the screen below the background image 

Hunting A Person 

By far, the most common use of flndagrave is hunting individuals. The simplest search is done as follows. 
Enter a first name in the box provided near the center of the background photo. (This is optional, but if you 
don't do it you will get an enormous hit list for all but the most unusual surnames.) I recommend leaving the 
box for middle name blank, because grave markers usually don't show middle names. Put a surname in the 
appropriate box. (This is required.) There is no option for "similar spelling" or "similar sound", so do separate 
searches for each variant spelling of the first name and surname.) Click the search button. A hit list appears, 
showing records that match your request and headed with the count of how many records are on the list. Search 
the hit list for the person you want, then click that person's name. You will see that person's information page. 
(If a picture of the grave stone exists, look at it in detail. Sometimes this will show that the typed information 
on the page contains an error.) To save the information on that page, you can command a "print" from your 
computer's operating system. Alternatively, you can scroll to the top of the page, click "save to", click "copy to 
clipboard", open the program you will use to save the information, paste the clipboard's content into that 
program, and save within that program. To save the source citation scroll to the bottom of the person's page, 
click "source citation", copy the text of the cite, paste that text wherever you want it to be, and save that 
destination's content within the appropriate program. The person's page might include links to findagrave 
pages for relatives. Click those links to see their information. 

Typing only the first and last name probably will produce a hit list that is too long to read. If that happens, 
search for that name again but narrow the search by using the pull-down menus next to the "year born" and 
"year died" boxes below the name boxes you used. In addition to or instead of those restrictions, you can use 
the location box next to those date boxes. As you type a place into that box, an auto-fill list appears. When you 
see the appropriate place, select it from the list. (Typing the name and clicking the "search" button instead 
won't give good results.) If you use all three restrictions and the new search doesn't find the person you want, 
remove one of those restrictions and search again. If that search fails, replace that restriction and remove 
another one. If you fail again, repeat. If all those searches fail, use only one restriction at a time and do all 
three restricted searches. Repeat this process until you are successful. (But remember that not everyone is in 
findagrave, so all your searches might fail. In that case, try again later, remembering that findagrave adds about 
1 ½ million records per month.) 



, Next to the "search" button you can see "more search options". Clicking that makes the following available: 

• "Famous" separates a famous person from others who have the same name. (Asking for Marilyn 
Monroe creates a hit list of 29 people. Going to the top of the list, clicking "refine search", pulling 
down "more search options", clicking "famous", and then clicking "search" shows only the movie star 
we all know. 

• "Sponsored" shows only pages that have no advertisements because somebody paid to remove them. 

• "Nickname" must be checked if you ask for somebody by nickname instead of given name. 

• "Maiden name" must be checked if you ask for somebody by maiden name instead of married name. 

• "Partial last name search" lets you search by putting only the first letters of a first or last name in the 
appropriate boxes. (Requesting "wana" shows Wana, Wanamaker, Wanabaker, and other surnames that 
begin with those four letters; but it doesn't list Wannamaker.) 

• ''No grave photo" gives only people who have no grave photo on their information page. 

• "Grave photo" gives only people who have a grave photo on their information page. 

• "Flowers" gives only people who have virtual flowers attached to their page. (Asking for Clarence 
Bainbridge without this option clicked gets five names, but clicking this option reduces the list to two.) 

Hunting A Cemetery 

The next most common use of findagrave is hunting cemeteries. There are three ways to find a cemetery: 

• On the main menu click "cemeteries" and type a name in the box provided. (This is an auto-fill box. Use it 
as above.) Click "search". A hit list appears. Click the name of the cemetery you want. That cemetery's page 
of information appears. 

• On the main menu click "cemeteries" and type a place in the other box. (This also is auto-fill.) Click 
"search". A hit list appears. Click the name of the cemetery you want. That cemetery's page appears. 

• On the main menu click "cemeteries" and type a place in the appropriate box. (This is an auto-fill box. Use it 
as above.) Don't click "search" or press the "return/enter" button. Instead, look at the map. If the map doesn't 
show any location markers, click the'+' button near its lower right comer. Zoom in or out and pan in any 
direction until you see the area you want. Click any marker to see the name of that cemetery, then click the 
name to see its information page. 

Favorite Cemeteri~s 

If you registered as a member, you can create a list of your favorite cemeteries. Go to the information page of 
the cemetery you want to put on your list. Near the top right comer ofth~t .page, click "add favorite" and 
proceed. ·· 

You can create virtual cemeteries by linking interesting individuals to a collection that you create'. (For 
examples, you might link all of your Blankenship relatives' information pages to a group called ''My
Blankenships", or you could gather all your relatives who served in the Civil War.) Go to the page of a person 
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you want to add to a virtual cemetery. Near the top right corner of that page, click "save to", click "virtual 
cemetery", and then proceed. At this location you can create a new v.c. or add this person to an existing v.c. 

Other Features 

The main menu at the top offindagrave's home page includes an item called "famous", which allows a search 
for a famous person, as was described above. That menu also has an item called "contribute", which people use 
to add information to findagrave ' s database. 

Between the home page's background photograph and the button for tutorials is a large white space that offers 
links for these items: 

• read about ~ random person • search grave records • forums 
• famous graves • browse grave records • store 
• newly added graves • famous people • facebook 
• most popular graves • log in • twitter 
• add a memorial • memorials • language 
• upload photos • cemeteries • mobile apps 
• transcribe photos • contribute • privacy statement 
• forums • famous • terms of service 
• search cemeteries • help • end feedback 
• browse cemeteries • about 

Most people probably can ignore most or all of those items, but feel free to explore and experiment as you like. 

******************************* 
Galva Part of Wifd-Wild West 1909 

[From The Kewanee Daily Star Courier, Saturday, July 17, 1909; Page 1, Col 2] 

'Runs 1nto a "Herd 

Locomotive Kills Two Cows at Galva Yesterday-Others go on Stampede 

Galva, II July 16-(Special to the Daily Star-Courier) 
Considerable excitement was caused in this city yesterday noon when the engine of a freight train ran into a herd of 
twenty-five cattle, killing two outright and injuring several others so badly they will perhaps die. The accident occurred 
shortly before twelve o'clock at the waterworks crossing in town, it being the local C B & Q freight that struck the cattle. 

Two Killed 

The cattle, twenty-five in number were being driven into ~own by Frank Sundquist and he did not see the approaching 
train in time to head them off. The train crashed into the midst of the heard, scattering them right and left. Fortunately, 
only two were killed, but the others were so badly frightened that they went into a stampede. 

Sundquist, who was but a short distance from the train at the time, was soon surrounded by the maddened cattle, and it 
looked to the bystanders as if he would be crushed to death; but he escaped luckily. 

The cattle as soon as they regained their bearings, scattered to the four winds, some being seen on nearly every street in 
town. The cattle belonged to Henderson and Garrigan, and it was with difficulty that they were collected together again 
after several hours work. 



6 Garrigan 18 Parmiter 9 
Adams 

Anderson 6 Gerard 6 Peck 14,15 

15 Glendenning 6 Perkins 
Anderson 

Appenheimer 2 Grant 6 Perkins 11, 12, 13 

5,8 Perrin 15 
Armstrong 6,8,9 Grieve 

Porter 12 
Bainbridge 16,17 Hall 4 

Pratt 4 
Bateman 3 Hall's 4 

6 Ham 1,8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 Prince 13 
Beattie 

6 Hand 6 Read 15 
Beave 

131achard 5 ·Haswell 6 Redfield 9 

5 Haynes 15 Redshaw 6 
Brace 

Brady 12 Henderson 18 Ross 13 

Brydon 0 r\\C\(.e� '\-'3 "Ru\e � 
Burchanon 6 Hindermarsh 6 Rutherford 6 
Burge 14, 15 Homes 6, 11 Ryan 6,7 
Burroughs 10 Horahan 1) Schmidt "9,1"3 
Buswell 4 Howland 15 Scott 6,14 
Carroll 15 Hulzsier 6 Semple 6 
Chapman 9 Hunter 6 Shallenbergers 7 
Cinnamon 6 Hyer 5 Sheahan 2 

Clark 14 Inglis 5,6 Silliman 13 

Colgan 15 Jackson 5,6,8, 11 Skovly 15 

Cooper 13 Johnson 1,2,14,15 Smith 13 

Cox 15 Kerns 14 Snider 15 

Crone 10 Kiery 8 Spencer 5 

Currier 5 Kuhlman 14 Spenser 4 

Currier 7 Leeson's 7 Stevenson 6 

Dana 4 Leon 3 Steward 1,2,7,8,9 

Darliing 8 Leonard 1,3 Stewart 11 

Davis 5 Lincoln 1,2 Stoller 3 

Dewey 14 Lowman 14,15 Stone 5 

Dickinson 8,9,10 Lyles 4 Storey 11 

Dison 1 McGinnis 12 Streitmatter 3 

dleonard 2 McKay 6 Sturdewagen 2 

Dodd 6 McKenzie 6 Sturm 13 

Douglas 1 Mclaughlin 5 Sundquist 18 

Dunn 3 McLennan 6 Swanson 6 

Durbin 12 McWilliam 6 Tjaden 3 

Dystra 7 Merna 3 Tracy 15 

Emery 2 Milburn 6 Turnbull 5,8 

Engstrom's 1 Miller 6 Turnbull's 4 

Ennifer 14 Miners 13 Tuttle 6 

Essex 13 Moore 4,5 Vail 5 

Fitzgerald 13 Morrow 15 VanDyke 4 

Fleming 6 Mccurdy 6 Walker 12 

Foley 12 Neil 15 Watts 4 

Fowler 4 Norton 12 Weller 9 

Francis 14 Nowlan's 12 Whittaker 4 

Francis 15 Oliver 5,6,8 Winslow 4,5 
Fudge 3 Oliver's 4 Wisernder 5 

Fuller 5 Page's 7 

Galbraith 14 Parks 5 
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