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Stark County Genealogical Society Board 

The Stark County Genealogical Society Board:   
Front row L-R: Marian Purtscher, Margaret Blakey, Margaret Cantwell, Janet Turnbull, Betty Franklin and Joyce Dison. 
B: Karen Steward, Floyd Ham, President—Sharon Perkins, Roger Engstrom, Barb Kraklow, Roselyn Ham and Don Schmidt. 
 

Barb Kraklow, Margaret Cantwell and Joyce Dison, SCGS Board Members, are shown working in the SCGS booth while 
Larry Perkins, event roustabout, looks on.    Pictures by Ballentine, Trobaugh and Ham.   
 
On the cover:  Leading the parade, the Toulon Woman’s Club banner was proudly carried by Sandy Langdon and Roberta 
Boarman.  Others following close to the banner are Sylvia Smith, Karin Parrott, Ann Turnbull and Maeve and Lucy Colgan.  
The Woman’s Club was cheered and photographed and, had there been an award for spirit, the 140-year-old organization 
would have won hands down.      
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Hello from Sharon… 
 

We are presently 
recuperating from a 
very successful 
celebration.   
 
Last summer, our 
society was in full 
swing getting ready 
for the Illinois 
Bicentennial and a 
recreation of the 
1858 visit of 
Abraham Lincoln to 
Stark County.   

 
December weather has set in; we have already had a 
blizzard and the ground is covered with snow—school 
has been cancelled, shops and Walmart closed.  Many 
lost power, got stuck or were snowbound.  Our farmers 
have scurried to get the crop in with many starts and 
fraughts.  Our genealogical library is closed for December 
and January except for requested appointments. 
 
For now, the memories are many and fresh.  October 27, 
2018, will be remembered for our celebration of Lincoln 
in Toulon, for the newspaper articles of “My Ancestors 
Saw Lincoln,” Lincoln actor Fritz Klein, The 33rd Illinois 
Volunteer Regiment Band, The Central Illinois Dance 
Society dancers, the 1858-period parade with costumes, 
horsemen and -women riding saddled horses, a saddled 
mule and draft horses with conveyances loaded with re-
enactors and others, as well as walkers of all ages from 
the schools and the Woman’s Club as well as the lantern-
carrying suffragettes, the unveiling of our new court-
house lawn marker and our rededication of our granite 
monument with the corrected dates of the visits to 
Toulon of Lincoln and Douglas on October 26 & 27, 1858.  
The Stark County Courthouse personnel showed off the 
Circuit Clerk & Recorder’s Office and the County Clerk’s 
Office and Marian Purtscher guided visitors through the 
courtroom displays to the enjoyment of many. 
 
Our State’s Attorney, Jim Owens, gave an excellent 
speech on John W. Fling, Jr., an earlier State’s Attorney 
and Lincoln scholar.  Lauri Gartner spoke of her ancestor, 
Isaac Bowen Essex, the first settler of Stark County.  
Kelley Clausing, a historian from the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum, gave our keynote 
speech about studying Lincoln.  Bill Furry, Executive 
Director of the Illinois State Historical Society, helped 
with our new historical marker, presented a Lincoln 
Portrait and a Johnny Appleseed tree for the courthouse 
and talked of preserving history.   

 
This celebration couldn’t have gotten off the ground 
were it not for the guidance provided by our point 
person of this Bicentennial project, Don Schmidt, vice 
president of the SCGS, and the persistence of our master 
of ceremonies, Floyd Ham, who broadcast county-wide 
our plans and talked endlessly about getting involved.   
 
We had participation from the schools, civic 
organizations, political groups, local businesses, county 
government officials and our local newspapers. Our 
members and friends were extraordinarily generous–
donating funds, services and labor.   
 
And very critical to our success were the dedicated 
volunteers of the SCGS: Barb Kraklow, Margaret Blakey, 
Margaret Cantwell, Janet Turnbull, Karen Steward, 
Roger Engstrom, Roselyn Ham, Betty Franklin, Joyce 
Dison, Marian Purtscher, and Sharon Perkins. 
 
It was fun and exciting deciding what to wear.  Period 
costumes were everywhere.  Men, women and children 
were appropriately attired.  Mothers are so creative.  In 
this quarterly, we attempt to document some of the 
activities.  The many pictures included are just a few of 
the hundreds that were taken.  None of us has seen them 
all.  We had two professional photographers present and 
many amateurs who took professional quality pictures—
just note how many of the people captured in the 
crowd shots are taking pictures.  Over three hundred 
were taken by my daughters and another 400 by the 
professionals.   
 
We still have programs for sale at $5.00 and a few fans 
with faces of Lincoln or Douglas to give away.  We still 
have a few of our widely praised “Stark County Illinois 
History and Families” on sale for $66.00.  Published by 
Acclaim Press of Morley, MO, in 2013, this hardback 
book is beautifully bound in a green, swirl-grained 
leatherette cover with a gold foil-stamped seal depicting 
our courthouse.  This library quality volume contains 448 
regular 8 ½ by 11-inch pages packed with stories about 
our Stark County Ancestors.    
 
We are also still looking for volunteers, especially typists, 
for projects that can be done from home.  It is interesting 
and informative work; give us a call at 309-853-4545.  
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook – Stark County 
Genealogical Society – for our monthly programs and up-
to-date information.  I promise to get back online now 
that the Celebration is completed. 
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Nearly a Year of Planning 
 
The Stark County Genealogical Society (SCGS) Board in 
January 2018 decided to explore installing a Historical 
Marker near our Pioneer Monument as a project to 
celebrate our Illinois Bicentennial.  Don Schmidt was 
tasked to pursue the idea, a job for which he is almost 
uniquely suited. 
 
Schmidt telephoned 
the Illinois State 
Historical Society in 
Springfield (ISHS) and 
began discussions with 
William “Bill” Furry, 
the Vice President and 
Executive Director of 
the ISHS.  Picture of 
Furry by Angie Perkins 
Buskohl.  

 
By February 2, Schmidt made formal application to the 
ISHS with supporting documentation and the SCGS board 
authorized the issuance of a $500 check to initiate a 
formal review by the ISHS.   
 
Furry was quick to agree with Schmidt about the 
significance of the Toulon visits of Lincoln and Douglas 
in October 1858 and was intrigued by the circumstances 
of the errors regarding the date.  He wanted to know 
more about our research while suggesting that in 
addition to seeking a Historical Marker that we consider 
reworking our large granite monument.   
 
Furry urged us to contact a master stonemason to 
correct the errors in our monument and recommended 
Brian Tennis of DOH Services, Inc., South Holland, IL.  He 
knew Tennis from his work at the Oak Ridge Cemetery, 
the final resting place of Lincoln, in Springfield. 
 
Our carver, Tennis, was contacted and, although we sent 
him the particulars—measurements and close-up 
pictures—of the Pioneer Monument including a 
description written in 1912 when the monument was 
dedicated, Tennis replied that he would have to do his 
own measurements.  He wrote:  

“The article describing the sizes is incorrect.  It has to 
be, or the “tablet” would look nothing like it does 
based on the specifications provided.”  He added, “This 
is a common mistake made as granite in the memorial 
industry is measured always in a particular manner.” 

 
Tennis decided that he would have to visit Toulon to do 
his own measurements before he could submit an 
estimate.  This he did on April 12.  We did not meet 

during his visit but on April 23 he sent us our options and 
the cost estimates.  (See Master Carver and Lincoln 
elsewhere in this quarterly.) 
 
Furry also decided to visit Toulon to review our 
monument and the courthouse.  Coincidentally, he also 
came on April 12.  Schmidt and Ham met with Furry but 
missed Tennis.  Tennis was here, made his 
measurements and left.   
 
Furry’s visit was providential.  He walked the courthouse 
grounds, visited with several within the courthouse and 
made notes and took pictures of the courthouse and the 
monument.   He reaffirmed his belief that we should 
correct the monument errors but also celebrate the fact 
that our courthouse which had hosted Lincoln in 1858 
was still in daily operation 160 years later.   
 
After a meeting with Schmidt 
and Ham, Furry authored an 
informative article about our 
research regarding the date 
errors carved into our 
monument.  His article was 
published in the May-June 2018 
issue of “Illinois Heritage,” a 
publication of the ISHS.  The 
article was then reprinted by 
The Stark County News on Thursday, May 28, 2018. 
 

Furry’s “Illinois Heritage” article was also used to contact 
key probable donors/supporters.  Two key supporters, 
Eldon Ham of Chicago, and Jim Nowlan, of Stark County, 
were very enthusiastic and were determined to help with 
generating enthusiasm and support.   
 
Meg Cline (Margaret A Cline, CFA, CFP and Vice-
President for Gift Planning & Trust Services for the 
University of Illinois Foundation) once again offered 
important and timely advice about how to raise the 
funds needed to cover the marker and the rework of the 
monument.  Meg grew up in West Jersey and is the 
daughter of Craig and Alice Webster.  She was also 

Lincoln in Toulon 
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instrumental in helping our society raise the funds to hire 
the Advantage Companies of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to 
digitize and post online the old Toulon and LaFayette 
newspapers from 1859 to 2000. 
 
Eldon Ham sent the first check and our campaign began.  
We contacted our members and everyone who bought 
our history book over seven years ago.  We brainstormed 
and made lists and sent letters.  An important element 
required that donations come in early as our largest 
expenses (the marker and the carving) would have to be 
committed well before the October event.  We wanted 
to unveil the project on October 27, not begin it then.   
 
Subsequently, the ISHS commissioned our historical 
marker that highlights the significance of our Courthouse 
as “one of only a handful in Illinois that is still in regular 
daily use; and also hosted Lincoln, either as a circuit 
riding lawyer or campaigner for elective office.”   
 
Furry also sided with Margaret Cantwell and Joyce 
Dison, SCGS Board members, who wanted to retain 
someone to depict Lincoln before, during or after any 
program that we planned.  Furry recommended Fritz 
Klein of Springfield as an excellent actor to portray 
Lincoln.  But that was money we were not sure of having.  
More about “our Lincoln” follows elsewhere. 
 
The ISHS Markers Program is designed to recognize sites 
of national or statewide significance, thereby increasing 
public awareness and appreciation of our state’s rich 
historical legacy.  However, the ISHS relies on local 
organizations to co-sponsor, research and help with the 
placement of these markers both before ISHS approval 
and throughout the process.   
 
We were told that the SCGS was required to submit an 
application with supporting documentation, finance the 
marker, acquire permission of the property owner for 
placement of the marker, submit a draft narrative for the 
marker, install the marker in a professional manner and 
ensure the long-term maintenance of the marker/site.  
 
We were also required to plan and conduct an 
appropriate dedication ceremony.  
 
In order to gain approval to “correct the Pioneer 
Monument” and to hold a dedication ceremony or 
memorial program on the Courthouse Square,  
Schmidt and Ham contacted Al Curry, Stark County 
Board (SCB) President, and James Owens, Stark County 
State’s Attorney, to discuss the project.  Curry directed 
Owens to draft a proposed proclamation for the Stark 
County Board.   On July 9, the SCB unanimously 
approved a proclamation setting October 27, 2018, as 

Lincoln Day in Stark County and a Resolution 
authorizing the SCGS to correct the dates on the Pioneer 
Monument.   Both the Proclamation and the Resolution 
were recorded July 11 by Linda Pyell, Stark County Clerk, 
and published as required.   
 
We now had permission to deface the monument and to 
erect our historical marker, as enthusiasm continued to 
build.  Our members, friends and supporters were 
responding to our request for early donations.  
 
We turned our attention to getting “our Lincoln” and a 
keynote speaker.  Schmidt contacted Klein on August 16 
and tentatively decided that having “our Lincoln” was 
doable.  The SCGS Board quickly approved and our 
excitement continued to grow.   
 
We spent weeks trying to get a keynote speaker with 
research experience and extensive knowledge of Lincoln.  
Finally, on August 15, we chose Ms. Kelley B Clausing, a 
noted Lincoln expert and researcher at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library. Kelley was recommended by 
Dr Alan Lowe, Executive Director of the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum, and by Dr Samuel 
Wheeler, the newly named Illinois State Historian.   
 
We began thinking outside the box and our wish list 
continued to grow.  Sharon contacted the 144th Army 
Band of the Illinois Army National Guard and we 
thought they would join us for a parade and a few 
musical numbers at the program.  She spent weeks 
working this plan and, as it began to appear that the 
obstacles were insurmountable, Jim Nowlan offered to 
help.  He called in every chip he had accumulated in a 
lifetime of politics and government.  Legislators, guard 
leaders, state government heads and politicians (past 
and present) were contacted.  While they were all 
supportive and desired to help, it was to no avail.   
 
On August 1 Nowlan also made contact with the 33rd 
Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band and personally 
guaranteed their appearance fees and costs.  Ham and 
Schmidt went to Lincoln’s Home in Springfield to hear 
the band and to observe the Central Illinois Dance 
Society Performers who frequently appear with the 
band.  Our SCGS board soon signed an agreement.   
 
In late August, Ham determined that our Lincoln might 
be available to visit our schools on October 26.  Dr Nick 
Sutton, Superintendent of the Stark County Community 
Consolidated School District, was contacted to see if the 
school was interested in such a visit if we secured the 
funds.  Sutton, after meeting with Mrs Jenna Bibb and 
Bill Lamb, principals at the school, reported that they 
were indeed interested and asked for ideas.   



SCGS Quarterly Lincoln Postmortem  Page 6 of 24 
 

Floyd Ham sent them a list of ideas for almost every class 
and suggested at least two assemblies—one in Toulon 
and one in Wyoming.  Then he talked to Doug Parrott, 
President of the State Bank of Toulon, seeking 
assurances that the bank might help.  It did. 
 
While we were making good progress spreading the 
word by word of mouth, through newspapers 
advertisements and meeting with groups and 
organizations in the community, we had not discovered 
how to involve or interest the children. 
 
Involving the children was a main objective and another 
key suggestion from Furry.  Then on the evening of June 
15, Schmidt got an idea that would accelerate the 
interest of not only the children but the community at 
large beyond all expectations.  Schmidt proposed writing 
genealogical profiles of students entitled “My Ancestor 
Saw Abraham Lincoln in Toulon.”  These profiles were 
printed weekly in The Stark County News, beginning 
June 28 and then in The Prairie News from late August 
through October—a total of 22 profiles altogether.   
 
At once, the community began to buzz and, when it was 
announced that our Lincoln would visit the schools, we 
realized that we were on our way.  Eventually, the public 
was calling us about the parade, the political rally, 
Lincoln’s visit, the music and all the other details.   

 
The Toulon Civic Association provided an incredible 
boost by hanging posters from eight utility poles on Main 
Street highlighting Lincoln in Toulon and My Ancestors 
Saw Lincoln.  We started buying advertisements almost 
weekly in area newspapers encouraging everyone to 
think 1858—celebrate the moment, feel the 
excitement, join the crowd.  Picture by Race Bannon.  
 
Schmidt met with Nowlan and Jeff Lampe, editor at The 
Prairie News, and a publicity plan was developed for 
both articles and advertisements.  Invaluable ideas and 
assistance were offered and accepted.  The old Stark 
County News, The Prairie News and Kewanee Star 
Courier were eager to help and were fully supportive.  
The Peoria television stations, not so much.   
 

Then we realized that we needed to inquire about 
insurance, portable toilets, seating, security, road 
closures, a stage, feeding our guests, parking, cleaning up 
after the parade, exhibits at the courthouse, etc., etc.  
Checklists were made and meetings were held weekly to 
mark our progress.  
 
Kurt Loncka, of Loncka Graphics, designed a special 
Pictorial Postmark and Janet Spanos, local Postmaster, 
helped to get it approved for use in Toulon for 30 days to 
commemorate “Lincoln in Stark County Day.”   

 
Loncka also created several four-color posters, enhanced 
some old courthouse pictures, drew a large graphic 
portrait of Lincoln, made some postcards and assembled 
hundreds of popup face posters for our rally.   
 
In August we mailed to our members and to our major 
donors a special SCGS quarterly that explained how we 
discovered that errors had been carved in stone.  The 
quarterly included the World-Wide News Release issued 
by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.   
 

A commemorative 
Memorial Program was 
printed to be sold on 
October 27 with many 
more details about the 
event and comparison 
of our program to the 
original in 1858.  Lee 
Ann Bailleu, of B&B 
Printing in Kewanee, 
created a beautiful 
graphic cover for this 
program, and was very 
helpful in laying out our 
special quarterly.   

 
A full-page notice was published in The Prairie News on 
Friday, October 26, listing our major donors, our key 
speakers and the list of events scheduled for our Lincoln 
Day in Stark County on Saturday, October 27, 2018.   
 
Then we worried about the weather and made 
provisions for the worst, but never had to reveal just how 
inadequate our weather plan might have been.   

Think 1858! 
Lincoln in Stark County 

Celebrate the Moment 

Feel the Excitement 

Join the Crowd 

Lincoln Returns to Toulon 
Saturday 
October 27, 2018 

Lincoln in Stark County Da 
Toulon IL 61483 

L INC O LN 
came t o 

T O UL O N 
OCTOBER 27, 1858 

October 27 2018 
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“Be Sure to Involve the Children” 
 

At its January 2018 Board Meeting, the Stark County 
Genealogical Society (SCHS) discussed ways to participate 
in the Illinois Bicentennial, and we decided to apply for 
an historical marker to document the appearances of 
Lincoln and Douglas at the courthouse lawn in Toulon on 
October 26 and 27, 1858. 
 
We contacted the Illinois State Historical Society (ISHS) to 
see if we qualified and were assured by William Furry, 
the Executive Director of ISHS, that “almost anything 
Lincoln qualifies.” 
 
Furry told us that the ISHS required that we plan a public 
ceremony to unveil the marker and he strongly 
encouraged us to involve young people in our efforts.  
“Be sure to involve the children—so they remember.” 
 
Our steering committee of Floyd Ham, Sharon Perkins 
and Don Schmidt met often to develop plans for the 
ceremony.  Floyd emphasized the political significance of 
the 1858 senatorial campaign and the resultant very 
large crowds.  Estimates for the crowd in Toulon ranged 
from 5,000 to as high 10,000 people.  Thus, most of the 
people in Stark County came to that major political 
event.  If our ancestors lived in Stark County in 1858, 
they most likely heard Lincoln speak. 
 
In June, Don realized that the SCGS has the information 
readily available to connect students in Stark County 
schools with their pioneer ancestors who lived in Stark 
County in 1858.  We have census records, marriage 
records, cemetery records, obituaries, online searchable 
newspapers, and family histories in our 2013 Stark 
County Illinois History and Families book.  So, Don 
started writing a series of articles entitled “My Ancestor 
Saw Lincoln in Toulon.”  This was a way to involve young 
people and to generate public interest. 
 
The publisher and the editor of The Stark County News 
agreed to publish these articles weekly.  Twenty-two 
articles, each with the student’s picture, were published.  
Also, a thumbnail picture of the student appeared at the 

top of the front page as 
a teaser, above the logo 
and masthead.  This 
series became wildly 
successful and much 
talked about in the 
community.  Interest in 
our Bicentennial project 
really began to grow.  

An example of one such article is as follows:  
 

My Ancestor Saw Abraham Lincoln in Toulon 
Abbi Hildebrandt and Henrietta Eagon Smith 

 
Abbi Hildebrandt, a first grader 
at Stark County Elementary 
School, is the 4th-great-
granddaughter of Henrietta 
Eagon Smith (1819-1917).  
Henrietta Eagon was born near 
Baltimore, MD.  Her father, 
Elijah Eagon, had been a soldier 
in the War of 1812.  He had 
helped spread the alarm when 
the British came down the river 
to attack Baltimore (think “The 
Star-Spangled Banner”). 
 
In 1839, Henrietta Eagon, her mother and five siblings 
traveled by covered wagon to Stark County.  They settled 
in West Jersey Township near Walnut Creek.  Henrietta 
married Daniel P. Smith in 1841.  All of Daniel and 
Henrietta’s eleven children were born on the Smith farm 
on Section 29. 
 
Abbi Hildebrandt is the daughter of Barbara Smith 
Hildebrandt, daughter of Merlin “Mert” Smith, son of 
Clifton Smith, son of Fred D. Smith, son of Charles E. 
Smith, son of Henrietta Eagon Smith. 
 
In 1915 Henrietta Smith, in her 95th year, dictated an 
account of her pioneering, reading in part: “…the house 
was made of logs with a floor of oak boards that were 
unseasoned.  After becoming seasoned, these boards 
separated, leaving large cracks in the floor.  One day on 
returning from the spring with a pail of water I found a 
rattlesnake of the large timber variety curled up on the 
fireplace. …I could stand in the door of my home and 
count large herds of deer going up over the hill.  There 
were also at this time many wolves. …I invited Indian 
women into my home in the winter, but the women 
would never bring their babies in.  The boards the babies 
were strapped to would be stuck in the snow or leaned 
against the cabin.  The Indian women told me leaving 
the babies outside made them tough.” 
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My Ancestor Saw Abraham Lincoln in Toulon 

 
Top (L -R): Emma Webster, Ethan Unhold, Brooke Rennick, Drake Johnston, Cammille Gaspard, Lena Becker, Sarah Pike, Brianna Gehrig  
Middle (L-R): Donovan Ford, Kalleigh Keane, Jack Colgan, Kylee Davis, Abbi Hildenbrandt, Alayna Steward and Christopher Roark 
Bottom (L-R):  Rachael Adair, Mallery Pearson, Abigail and Anna Nagode, Jack Wilson, Kali Breese, Olivia Frail and Makenzie Snyder  
 

 

Loading for the Parade: 

 
Hundreds of pictures were taken and, while we all have our favorite pictures, this one is Sharon Perkins’ favorite.  It shows 
part of her family getting ready for the parade.  Photo was taken by her daughter, Angie Perkins Buskohl. 
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Lincoln at the Stark County CUSD # 100—Friday, October 26, 2018 

 
Lincoln is shown here talking to the Seventh Grade students in Toulon.  He spoke for an hour about slavery, his senatorial 
campaign of 1858 and the issue of admitting Kansas to the union.  It was like a history lesson with the students eager to 
answer his questions and even more eager to ask Lincoln questions at the close.  Ham had the opportunity to address all 
three sections of Mrs Debbie Ford’s social studies class on Wednesday before his appearance and was amazed at how 
much the students knew about Lincoln, the issues of the day and his 1858 visit to Toulon.   
 

 
 
After lunch, Lincoln spun story after story about his childhood to our K thru 5th grade students, who were spellbound and 
engaged.  They asked and answered questions.  Their classrooms were decorated with “Lincoln” art.  Top left: Liam 
Zimmerman is our Lincoln’s young doppelganger.  With Lincoln in top center is third grade singer, Jacob Giesenhagen.  
 
Lincoln’s visit to the schools was sponsored by the State Bank of Toulon and SCGS and arranged by Bill Lamb, Principal at 
the Junior High School, and Mrs Jenna Bibb, Principal at the Elementary School.  Mrs Ann Orwig, School Board member, 
attended both assemblies and had lunch with Lincoln at One Eleven Coffee.  Pictures by SC Elementary School and Floyd Ham.   
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Children Marched, Stared, Smiled, Danced and Sang 

 
Marching top left is a troop of Daisies, top center, Lincoln talking with children in the crowd, top right is Abbi Hildebrant 
wearing an Illinois sash and holding a Lincoln Popup fan.  Bottom left are the third graders singing on stage, directed by 
Mrs Brenda Macke and bottom right are Mauve and Lucy Colgan with their homemade posters.  In the center waiting to go 
on stage are Jacob Giesenhagen and Chloe Mercer. 
 

 
Young dancers: Top left—Three-year-olds, Hayes Vilas Koehler and Vada Edwards; bottom left–Audriana Cherveny and in 
the picture on the right in the bonnet—Violet Layne Koehler– and with hair flying—Faith Louise Koehler.   
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New Courthouse Historical Marker—Mission Accomplished 

 
 
Our new ISHS marker is cast aluminum with a brown textured 
background and white lettering.  It measures 44” by 51” and is 
mounted on a 10-foot aluminum pole set in concrete.  It reads: 
  

Lincoln in Stark County 
 

At the end of the nation’s most famous senatorial 
campaign between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, 
both men appeared on these courthouse grounds to address 
the excited citizens of Stark County in 1858.  Douglas arrived 
on October 26 and Lincoln followed on October 27.  Both men 
rode into town at the head of two-mile long parades, had lunch 
at local hotels, met distinguished guests, and gave their 
speeches to very large and enthusiastic crowds.   
  

This working 19th century courthouse is one of a handful in 
Illinois that hosted Lincoln either as a circuit riding lawyer or 
candidate for elective office. An excellent example of Greek 
Revival architecture, its four, massive, two-story Doric 
columns rise to a majestic cupola, a symbol of democracy 
visible for miles on the early Illinois prairie. The building was 
completed at a cost of $10,890 just eight months before 
Lincoln’s visit.  
  

As a member the Eleventh General Assembly of Illinois, 
Lincoln assisted in and voted to create Stark County March 2, 
1839.  The county was named for Revolutionary War hero 
Brigadier General John Stark, whose military engagements 
included Bunker Hill, Trenton, the Battle of Bennington, the 
Siege of Boston, and the Invasion of Canada.    
 

Sponsored by the Stark County Genealogical Society and 
the Illinois State Historical Society. 

 

Wrong Date Repercussions: 
 
In 1993, the Illinois State Historical Society sanctioned 
the Historical Marker between the Kewanee Public 
Library and the US Post Office.  It had the wrong date of 
Lincoln’s visit.  
 
On Saturday, October 27, 2018, a new “corrected” 
marker was unveiled; it reads:  
 

Abraham Lincoln in Kewanee 
 

During the Campaign for US Senate in 1858, Abraham 
Lincoln arrived in Kewanee by train from Macomb the morning 
of October 27, 1858.  Lincoln traveled by carriage to Toulon to 
deliver a speech before returning to Kewanee later the same 
day.  Lincoln stayed the night in Kewanee, leaving on the train 
to Chicago the morning of the 28th.  Before boarding the train, 
Lincoln delivered a speech to residents of Kewanee assembled 
at the Railroad Station.  Lincoln’s campaigning in the area was 
preceded by US Senator Stephen A Douglas, who spoke both in 
Toulon and in Kewanee at Cutter Hall on October 26, 1858. 
 

Sponsored by the Kewanee Historical Society, 
Kewanee Preservation Society and 
the Illinois State Historical Society. 

 
Pictured top right are our Lincoln, Bill Furry and Schmidt 
preparing to unveil our marker.  Center right are Lincoln and 
Schmidt with Violet Koehler, Faith Koehler and Cole Dynes.  
Bottom right is shown the new Kewanee marker with their 
Lincoln.    

LINCOLN IN STARK COUNTY 

AT THE ENO OF THE NATION'S MOST FAMOUS SENATORIAL CAMPAIGN BETWEEN 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN ANO STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS, BOTH MEN APPEARED ON THESE 
COURTHOUSE GROUNDS TO ADDRESS THE EXCITED CITIZENS OF STARK COUNTY IN 
1858. DOUGLAS ARRIVED ON OCTOBER 26 ANO LINCOLN FOLLOWED ON OCTOBER 27. 
BOTH MEN RODE INTO TOWN AT THE HEAD OF TWO-MILE LONG PARADES, HAO LUNCH 
AT LOCAL HOTELS. MET DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, ANO GAVE THEIR SPEECHES TO VERY 
LARGE ANO ENTHUSIASTIC CROWDS. 

THIS WORKING 19TH,CENTURY COURTHOUSE IS ONE OF A HANDFUL IN ILLINOIS THAT 
HOSTED LINCOLN EITHER AS A CIRCUIT RIDING LAWVER OR CANDIDATE FOR ELECTIVE 
OFFICE. AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF GREEK REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE, ITS FOUR, 
MASSIVE. TWO-STORY DORIC COLUMNS RISE TO A MAJESTIC CUPOLA, A SYMBOL OF 
DEMOCRACY VISIBLE FOR MILES ON THE EARLY ILLINOIS PRAIRIE. THE BUILDING WAS 
COMPLETED AT A COST OF $10,890 JUST EIGHT MONTHS BEFORE LINCOLN'S VISIT. 

AS A MEMBER OF THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ILW,IOIS, LINCOLN 
ASSISTED IN ANO VOTED TO CREATE STARK COUNTY ON MARCH 2, 1839. THE COUNTY 
WAS NAMED FOR REVOLUTIONARY WAR HERO BRIGADIER GENERAL JOHN STARK 
WHOSE MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS INCLUDED BUNKER HILL, TRENTON, THE BATTLE OF 
BENNINGTON, THE SIEGE OF BOSTON, ANO THE INVASION OF CM<AOA 

SPOHSOREO BY 
THE STARK COUNTY 0£NEALOOICAL SOCtrTY ANO 

THE tlLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ERECTED OCTOBER 20,s 
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Master Carver and Lincoln 
 
Brian Tennis, of DOH Services, Inc., South Holland, IL, 
made three trips to Toulon leading up to our Lincoln’s 
visit on October 27 to reprise Lincoln’s visit 160 years 
earlier.  Tennis was in Toulon April 12 to survey the work 
and to determine the feasibility of correcting the errors 
carved into our “Pioneer Monument.”   
 
After his initial visit on April 12 and several days 
contemplating the project, Tennis provided the SCGS 
Board with four options of varying difficulty and cost.  
The costs ranged from $5,350 to $22,000 with each 
option having certain advantages and drawbacks.   
 
Our SCGS Board chose an option that nearly duplicated 
the original panels that were left untouched and 
ultimately cost $10,560.  On September 5, Tennis visited 
Toulon again to take detailed measurements and to 
create etchings required to make the templates critical to 
a successful project.   
 
On September 12, Tennis and his senior apprentice, 
Reggie Stedman, began setting up tents in which to work 
and to “tool out” the two offending panels to remove the 
incorrect lettering.  They “polished out” the new 
backgrounds and hand-cut new square raised letters 
about three pennies deep using the templates developed 
in the shop.   

 
This picture of Tennis working was taken by Mike 
Helenthal of the Kewanee Star Courier and used in his 
front-page story entitled “Fest to mark monument’s date 
change--19th Century theme to recall Toulon’s past;” 
published Thursday, October 20, 2018. 
 
 

 
They finished with a tedious, time-consuming texturing 
of the panel backgrounds, diligently and skillfully 
avoiding hammering an imprecisely placed or angled 
chisel.  The process took three and a half days and 
resulted in a “perfect” match just ½ inch deeper.  The 
picture below of Tennis and Lincoln was taken by Mary 
Trobaugh, of T Photo Photography, Wyoming, IL, 
commissioned by the SCGS for the Lincoln Day event.  
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Our Lincoln—Fritz Klein 
 
We were indeed fortunate to retain Fritz Klein of 
Springfield as “Our Lincoln.”  We could not imagine that 
we could afford such a talent, nor did we believe we 
could book him as late as we did.   
 
Money was a problem!   
 
Our first objective was to get a historical marker 
commemorating the correct date of Lincoln’s visit in 
1858.  Such a marker would cost us between $2,000 and 
$5,000; we did not have that kind of money. 
 
Our second objective was to correct our Pioneer 
Monument which required another $10,000; an even 
larger amount we did not have.  However, by the end of 
July we were convinced that we could raise the money.  
 

 
Schmidt and Lincoln; photo taken by Kim Hanks 

 
So…on August 16, 2018, we turned our attention to 
“hiring our Lincoln.”  Schmidt telephoned Richard “Fritz” 
Klein, of Springfield, IL, about being “our Lincoln.”  As 
luck would have it, Fritz was both interested and 
available; but he stated that he was extremely busy and 
preparing for several projects that would limit his 
preparation time for a Toulon-specific talk.  He was 
willing to walk about, greet and take pictures with as 

many as possible but could not prepare anything special, 
as was his custom. 
 
Our Lincoln was a hit.  He bears a striking physical 
resemblance to Lincoln and he really brings Lincoln to 
life.  He has thoroughly researched his character.  His 
attire and mannerisms are historically accurate.  While 
no video of Abraham Lincoln exists, many felt that our 
Lincoln nailed it—he walked, talked, gestured, smiled 
and acted just as we expected.  We came away with a 
genuine sense that we had been with Lincoln himself.   
 

 
Photo taken by Kevin Skoglund and posted to his Facebook 
page:  WETHERSFIELD ILLINOIS 1836-1921 
Compare to known Lincoln pictures or portraits. 

 
Despite being a nationally renowned and accomplished 
actor who has appeared in 43 states and a dozen foreign 
countries, he was as common as Lincoln and 
accommodating beyond belief.  A verbal agreement was 
made but the contract was not signed until October 1. 
 
While reviewing his resume and looking at the stories, 
pictures and videos posted on his Fritz Klein as Lincoln 
website, Ham noticed that he appeared at schools at a 
reduced rate.  Since we had already agreed to his travel 
expenses, we thought that we could talk him into cutting 
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us a deal and visit our schools on the Friday before our 
main event.  Ham approached the schools and the State 
Bank of Toulon; the schools were interested in an 
appearance and Doug Parrott, bank president, offered to 
help underwrite the appearance.  We gained from the 
publicity and goodwill; a WIN, WIN, WIN! 
 

As a result, Lincoln visited our schools, our courthouse, 
One Eleven Coffee in Wyoming, The Bistro in Toulon 
and everything in between.  He told us he would walk in 
our parade, ride a horse or ride in a carriage.  Soon a 
carriage was arranged, and we were set. 
 

 
Teamster Doug Murray and his grandson, Cole Dynes, 
convey Lincoln and Henderson to the rally.  
 

 
Floyd and Roselyn Ham with Lincoln; picture by Kim Hanks. 

 

On Saturday morning he was everywhere and with 
everyone.  Candid pictures were taken as he rode or 
walked by.  Photographs were taken for which he posed 
endlessly.  He smiled and frowned as appropriate.   
 

 
Pictured at left above is Mrs Dorothy Schmidt and at right is 
Mrs Doris Bogner.   
 
Pictured at left below is Mrs Ann Orwig, a school board 
member, who joined Lincoln for lunch at One Eleven Coffee in 
Wyoming.  At right is Sheriff Steve Sloan, who provided 
security for the parade and rally and watched closely over all 
the activities at the courthouse.  

 

 
 
 
Below Lincoln poses with current Stark County Royalty.  
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Lincoln’s Speech 
Many thought it written just for us—it was not! 

 
The following is the speech delivered by our “Lincoln” 
which was well-received and much talked about.  Most 
everyone thought he was talking about the deep political 
divisions in our country in present times but he 
delivered a well-sourced message taking parts from 
Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address in 1861, his reply to 
Douglas at Alton during the seventh and last debate just 
12 days earlier, his speech in Peoria in 1854 and 
campaign speeches he made in Hartford and New 
Haven, Connecticut, in 1860.   
 

“Mystic Chords of Memory” 
 
“Well, there does seem to exist some apprehension late, 
that with the ascension of a Republican Administration, 
there may not be “justice for all,” particularly among the 
people of the South.  They appear to believe that under a 
Republican Administration, their property, their peace 
and their personal security are to be endangered. 
 
“Now there has never been any reasonable cause for 
such apprehension.  Indeed, the most ample evidence to 
the contrary has all the while existed, and has been open 
to their inspection.  It could be found in nearly all the 
published speeches of him who now addresses you.   
 
“But disunionists well understand this, and it seems that 
they are now in hot haste to get out of the Union, 
because they perceive that once this administration is 
inaugurated, they will no longer be able to maintain this 
apprehension, this sort of terrorism, amongst the 
Southern People.  Hence, they seek to inflame the public 
mind by misrepresenting the objects and purposes of the 
Republican Party, with all the hope of precipitating some 
of the Southern States into secession. 
 
“It is true that we Republicans hold slavery to be wrong: 
a moral, social and a political evil.   
 
“But we have and intend to maintain a proper 
consideration for its actual presence among us, the 
difficulties on ever getting rid of it in any satisfactory 
way, and for all Constitutional obligations that have been 
thrown around it.  Nevertheless, we look for a policy that 
will treat it as a wrong, the primary method being to 
make provision that it grow no larger.  We do not claim 
the right to touch it where it already exists; we wish to 
treat it as a wrong in the territories, where our votes will 
reach it.  And we think that a respect for ourselves, a 
regard for future generations, and for the God that made 
us, require that we put down this wrong where our 

votes will properly reach it.  But they tell us that we must 
not call it a wrong.   
 
“Not in the free states, because it is not there, and it 
makes a “fuss.”  We must not call it a wrong in the slave 
states, because it is there, and it is protected by law; we 
must not call it wrong anywhere in politics, because that 
is bringing morality into politics; but we must not call it 
wrong in the pulpit either, because that is bringing 
politics into religion; we must not bring it up in tract 
societies, or in any societies, because they are unsuitable 
places, until we are left with no single place in this 
country where a wrong thing can still be called wrong.  
 
“My friends, I need not remind you that not that many 
years ago, the Southern People themselves joined the 
North, almost unanimously, in declaring the African slave 
trade piracy, and in making it punishable by death.  Now, 
why did they do this…if they did not feel that it was 
wrong, why did they join on providing that men should 
be hung for it, if the practice was no more than bringing 
“property” from Africa to such as would buy it here?   
 
“They never thought of hanging men for catching and 
selling [wild] horses, or buffaloes, or bears!  If slavery is 
right, then all words, acts, laws, and constitutions against 
it are wrong, and should be silenced and swept away. 
There is no justification for prohibiting slavery, or the 
African Slave-trade anywhere, save only in the sentiment 
that slavery is wrong; and whenever the sentiment that 
slavery is wrong shall give way in the North, all legal 
prohibitions of it will also give way.” 

 
Lincoln 
stands all 
alone as his 
day in Stark 
County came 
to an end 
about noon 
Saturday, 
October 27, 
2018.  
 
Picture by 
Trobaugh 
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Lincoln in Review—Kelley Clausing 
 
We were very fortunate to have Kelley Clausing, a 
historian and researcher at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library, as our keynote speaker.  Kelley has 
worked for a project called The Papers of Abraham 
Lincoln for 16 years.  She daily reviews original Lincoln 
documents to identify everything about the document—
the people and places associated or mentioned within 
the document—to properly explain the context of the 
document.  This is a relatively new approach to 
understanding Lincoln’s writings, activities and thinking.  
Just days before Clausing’s speech in Toulon, she 
speculated that the errors of the past might not have 
occurred had this new approach been in place.  Her 
group is now reviewing documents dated 1842 to 1850 
and applying this methodology.   This just might uncover 
other Toulon-type mistakes “Carved in Stone.”   
 
After acknowledging 
the performance of the 
33rd Illinois Volunteer 
Regiment Band, 
Clausing expressed 
happiness to be in 
Toulon to celebrate the 
160th anniversary of 
Abraham Lincoln’s visit 
during the 1858 Illinois 
Senatorial Canvas.   
 
Picture by Kim Hanks.  

 
“I am a historian at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, and 
I work for a project called “The Papers of Abraham 
Lincoln.” Our mission is to obtain digital images of every 
document written by or to Abraham Lincoln during his 
lifetime. Then we create text-searchable transcriptions; 
we identify every person, place, and organization 
mentioned in the document; and we explain the context 
in which the document was written. Basically, we try to 
explain anything that needs to be explained to make a 
letter or any other document make sense to a user. 
These transcriptions, alongside images of the documents, 
are accessible online for free, at our website. 
 
“At the moment, we have over 100,000 documents in 
our database, and that number is always growing. With 
so much evidence, we are perfectly positioned to know 
what Abraham Lincoln was doing and where he was on 
just about any day of his life. So, we decided to create 
another online resource called The Lincoln Log, where 
you can see Lincoln’s activities on every day for which we 
have documentation.  

 
“And that is what brought us to the notice of a group of 
genealogists and local historians from Stark and Henry 
County. This group was pretty sure that the monument 
at the Stark County Courthouse, which said that Abraham 
Lincoln spoke in Toulon on October 6, 1858, was 
incorrect. They had looked at much of the published 
evidence, they had found The Lincoln Log online, which 
also contained the October 6 date, and that gave them 
the idea to contact us.  
 
“In 2011, my colleagues met with Floyd Ham of Toulon, 
Larry Lock of the Kewanee Historical Society, Don 
Schmidt of the Stark County Historical Society, and Steve 
Morrison of the Henry County Genealogical Society. They 
presented their evidence to us, and after encouraging 
them to do some further research, plus doing some 
digging of our own, we all agreed that the evidence 
indicates very clearly that Abraham Lincoln came to 
Toulon not during the debates on October 6; but after 
the final debate, on October 27, 1858: the day after 
Stephen A. Douglas gave a speech of his own here. 
 
“Most people know at least a little about the Lincoln-
Douglas Debates: maybe they know one of the seven 
locations or how important they were to Abraham 
Lincoln’s path to the Presidency. But those debates were 
only one small part of a 4-month-long political campaign 
in which the two candidates combined logged almost 
10,000 miles of travel--all of which was done in railroad 
cars or horse-drawn carriages. During the campaign, 
Lincoln and Douglas gave over 100 major speeches, most 
of which were two or even three hours long. And while 
the face-to-face debates were important, many more 
Illinoisans heard Lincoln or Douglas speak on separate 
days, from the back of a train car or on a hastily- 
constructed platform in a town square just like this one.  
 
“It’s hard to overstate the level of excitement during 
the 1858 Illinois election. It’s easy for us to understand 
today, that with TV and social media connecting us 
instantly to news, we can feel intensely excited about 
events happening around the world. These days, we are 
often aware of or even really interested in a 
congressional or local race in a state halfway across the 
country; but it wasn’t much different for folks here in 
1858. Crowds of sometimes thousands welcomed 
Lincoln and Douglas, even in towns that were little 
more than a small cluster of homes on the prairie. 
Railroads and the telegraph made news of the candidates 
and even the texts of their speeches available blazingly 
fast to people on the frontier and to outlets around the 
United States. Remarks made from the train station in a 
town like Toulon could end up in a Philadelphia 
newspaper the following day. A New York paper wrote, 
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“the eyes of the whole country were fixed” on the 
Illinois campaigns. One Indiana editor predicted that it 
was “probably the most exciting and earnest a campaign 
that ever preceded a State election.” 
 
“And we have to remember: this was a State midterm 
election in which Lincoln and Douglas weren’t even 
technically candidates. Before 1913, when the 17th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, voters 
didn’t elect their U.S. Senators. Instead, you elected 
your state House and Senate members, and they 
gathered together to elect your U.S. Senators. In 1858, 
there was no ballot in the entire state of Illinois with 
either Abraham Lincoln or Stephen A. Douglas on it. But 
voters knew that a vote for their local Democratic 
legislators meant a vote for Douglas for Senate; and that 
a vote for their local Republican legislators meant a 
vote for Lincoln.  
 
“Another important point is that in 1858, the Republican 
Party - the Grand Old Party - was only about 4 years old. 
They were a shaky coalition made up of the fragments of 
other parties. They had only run one Presidential 
candidate, who lost, in 1856. Their second Presidential 
candidate, in 1860, would have better luck. But in 1858, 
most people didn’t think that this brand-new political 
party had any real chance of flipping an Illinois Senate 
seat, where the Democratic incumbent was not only 
firmly entrenched, but also fairly popular. 
 
“You could say the 1858 campaign began in June, when 
Lincoln won the Republican nomination for the Senate; 
but he and Douglas had actually been sparring for years. 
As state representatives, they had served on opposite 
sides of the aisle; as lawyers, they had argued on 
opposite sides of many cases; they had each spent years 
becoming leading figures in their respective political 
parties; they had even courted the same lady. 
 
“Lincoln had campaigned against Douglas before, too, 
and he knew the best strategy was to let Douglas, who 
was very well known, set his schedule of appearances, 
and let Douglas’s camp make all the preparations. After 
Douglas had released his schedule, Lincoln would make 
plans to show up at the same place – sometimes even 
sitting in Douglas’s audience! Then Lincoln would 
announce that he would give a speech afterward – 
maybe later that evening, or on the following day. This 
gave Lincoln much larger audiences than he could have 
gotten on his own, it really raised the level of 
excitement, and, not coincidentally, it gave Lincoln the 
final word in each location. There’s also a chance that it 
really annoyed Douglas. 
 

“If Lincoln had the final word in most of their small-town 
appearances, his nomination also overshadowed 
Douglas’s. As the incumbent, the sitting Senator, 
everyone knew Douglas would be the Democratic 
candidate. But Lincoln’s nomination on June 16 got 
national attention: not least because his acceptance 
speech was the now-famous “House Divided” speech. 
 
“In contrast, when Douglas returned home to Chicago to 
accept his party’s nomination, Abraham Lincoln made 
sure to be in the audience, he made sure to get noticed, 
and he made sure to make plans to speak from the 
exact same location the next night. 
 
“Lincoln’s tactic of hounding Douglas around the central 
“battleground” part of the state during the campaign 
brought him to big audiences within a day of Douglas at 
least 14 times, in addition to the seven debates. That’s 
14 major policy speeches to audiences who have already 
been primed and pumped up, with no pesky opponent 
there to give his rebuttal. 

 
“This tactic brought Abraham Lincoln to Toulon in 
October of 1858. After the final debate at Alton on 
October 15, both Douglas and Lincoln decided to make 
one final run through the battleground area of west-
central Illinois. Toulon wasn’t originally on his itinerary, 
but on October 18, a local resident named Thomas J. 
Henderson requested Lincoln to speak here. These facts 
have long been known, but the date of the visit got 
confused because of two reasons:  

1. The Lincoln letter to Henderson in which he 
accepts the offer to speak doesn’t name the 
town, and Henderson’s identity as a Toulon 
resident slipped by earlier historians and 
researchers; and  

2.  No surviving local newspapers from the time 
were found that mentioned the visit.  

 
“Based on some other conflicting evidence, twentieth 
century historians variously dated it to October 5 or 
October 6, some said October 8, others said maybe it 
was even October 26 or October 27.   
 
“History often owes debts to the serendipity of research, 
and this occasion is no different. For decades, the details 

You heard Douglas; now hear this! 
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of Lincoln’s visit to Toulon were lost to a combination of 
faulty memories and an incomplete historical record.  
 
“Then local historians took a fresh look at the facts, 
connected some newly uncovered evidence, and we 
have emerged with a much more accurate picture. We 
now know that following Henderson’s invitation, 
Lincoln changed his schedule so that he followed 
Douglas, speaking a day after him at Toulon on the 27th 
and Kewanee on the 28th, before heading back home to 
Sangamon County. 
 
“It’s very easy to draw parallels from the 1858 campaign 
to this current campaign season, 160 years later. It’s a 
midterm election year, the minority party is trying 
desperately to flip Congressional and Senate seats, 
debates have been heated, and the races are close. In 
1858, the result was a Democratic victory in Illinois, but 
in many districts those victories were won by very slim 
margins. Democrats barely retained control of the Illinois 
General Assembly, and when they convened on January 
5, 1858, they voted, as expected, along straight party 
lines 54-46 to re-elect Douglas to the U.S. Senate.  
 
“And, as with today, districting played an important role: 
Republican legislative candidates actually won the 
popular vote, but they lost in representation in the 
legislature. One supporter complained to Lincoln, “Had 
the people voted directly for you instead of for members 
of the Legislature, you would be our U.S. Senator today 
by a handsome majority.” This, of course, sounds very 
much like something we have heard following recent 
elections. 
 
“On the night of the 1858 election, Lincoln stayed up 
late, reading the election returns as they came in by 
telegraph. Realizing his party had lost, and feeling 
dejected, he walked home through the rainy gloom 
towards his house at 8th and Jackson streets. On the 
uneven, slippery, wooden sidewalk, one foot slid out 
from under him, knocking him off-balance. Telling the 
story later, Lincoln said he caught himself, stood 
upright, and said to himself, ‘It’s a slip and not a fall.’ 
 
“And so, the 1858 election was a slip for Lincoln, but it 
certainly was not a fall. He remarked to a friend that the 
“loss hurt too much to laugh, but he was too big to cry.” 
Despite losing, the campaign made Lincoln known 
nationally, and he doubled his efforts to fight against 
Douglas’s principle of popular sovereignty and the 
spread of slavery. By March of 1860, the debates were 
published in pamphlet form, and by May, Lincoln was 
the Republican Presidential nominee. 

“The progress of history is often rough and circuitous, 
rather than smooth; but that should never deter us from 
pursuing the truth of its course.  
 
“Local residents here in Stark County found that earlier 
historians had made a slip, and they doggedly pursued 
the truth, even though that meant disputing standard 
history, a date literally carved in stone. But they 
persevered, and the result is this beautiful new, 
corrected plaque commemorating Lincoln’s visit here on 
October 27.  
 
“Thanks to the untiring efforts of local historians, 
history has been righted. Thanks to them, 
 

 it was a slip, but not a fall.” 

Pictures by Trobaugh 

 

State sashes and candidate facial popups! 
 

Thirty-two sateen sashes, one for each state in the 
union when Lincoln was in Toulon in 1858, were given to 
a lucky 32 in the parade.  Many more wanted them than 
we had; likewise, the facial popup fans of Lincoln and 
Douglas were in demand and widely displayed.  The 
sashes were made and embroidered by Jane Wolf.   
 

 
Picture by Angie Perkins Buskohl  
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Our Lincoln Collector, by James Owens 
 

James “Jim” D 
Owens has been 
the Stark County 
State’s Attorney 
since 1992 and 
proudly spoke 
about one of his 
predecessors, 
John Wesley 
Fling Jr, of 
Wyoming, IL.  
 
Jim reviewed 
Fling’s early 
years, his family, 
education, 
career and his 

extraordinary admiration of Lincoln which led to his 
lifelong pursuit of “quality” Lincoln Memorabilia.  
 
By 1916, Fling’s collection of extremely rare books, 
including books that Lincoln himself had in his personal 
library, was described by historians as the finest privately 
held Lincoln Library in the state.  By 1924, it was 
considered the finest private collection of Lincoln books 
in the United States.   
 
This Library and Fling’s papers and notes are now housed 
at the Southern Adventist University, McKee Library, 
within the Thomas Memorial Collection in Collegedale, 
Tennessee.  It contains many extremely rare books, 
books that Lincoln, himself, had in his library and 
numerous rare and important portraits and paintings, 
many of which were framed by wood from Lincoln’s 
Office in Springfield.  One such portrait was described as 
never before reproduced as of 1924.    
 
Speech by Owens delivered October 27, 2018: 
“This morning I am honored to remember John W. Fling, 
Jr., who during his lifetime was nationally recognized as 
an authority on the life of Abraham Lincoln.   
 
“John W. Fling, Jr., was born January 22, 1878, in 
Cumberland, Indiana.  At the age of seven, he moved 
with his family to Wyoming.  His father, John W. Fling, 
Sr., was a section hand for the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railroad.  His mother, Rebecca, was a 
homemaker. 
 
“John graduated from Wyoming High School in 1898 and 
taught the following three (3) years throughout Stark 
County.   A local newspaper wrote that “As a teacher he 
established an enviable reputation for thoroughness and 

efficiency.” John decided to make the practice of law his 
life and pursued his legal studies under the direction of a 
local attorney, F. A. Kerns of Wyoming.  In 1903, John W. 
Fling, Jr., was admitted to the practice of law by the 
Supreme Court of the State of Illinois.   
 
“On July 1, 1903, at the age of 25, John entered into a 
law partnership with F. A. Kerns which continued until 
May 1912.  In November 1912, he was elected State’s 
Attorney of Stark County.    A history of Stark County 
notes that, as State’s Attorney, John W. Fling, Jr., 
reflected “credit upon his legal knowledge, his 
aggressiveness and his power of convincing argument.”    
His tenure as State’s Attorney was completed in 1920 by 
which time, he “built up a large and representative 
private practice and his ability is recognized not only by 
the general public but also by his professional brethren.” 
 
“John was married and had one son, Robert. 
 
“Throughout his life, John wrote articles and lectured 
upon request on Abraham Lincoln.   On May 15, 1929, he 
was the principal speaker at a meeting of the Men’s 
Community Club in Sheffield, Illinois.  Mr. Fling’s topic 
was “Abraham Lincoln.”  There are very few men who 
are better posted on the life of this great statesman than 
Mr. Fling and his address is still being talked of by the 
club members who heard him.  So much did they think of 
Mr. Fling’s talk that he was engaged to return to Sheffield 
and give his talk before the school children.  This he has 
agreed to do.  ”Mr. Fling talks on some eight or ten 
phases of Mr. Lincoln’s life, and it would be a good idea 
to have Mr. Fling address the school in Bradford at some 
future date.” 
 
“His personal collection of books, papers, and artifacts 
related to Lincoln was acquired by Vernon L. Thomas, 
M.D., of Keene, Texas, and included in a donation by Dr. 
Thomas to the McKee Library at Southern Adventist 
University in Collegedale, Tennessee.  The Library 
described the donation of Dr. Thomas as follows: 
 
“Dr. Thomas also presented a collection from John W 
Fling, Jr., a lawyer from Wyoming, Illinois.  Fling’s 
lifetime collection on Abraham Lincoln is one of the best 
selective libraries on the president in the entire United 
States and the last major private collection of the 
Midwest, according to Lincoln scholars.” 
 
“Items of interest in the Fling collection include two 
copies of The Life of Lincoln, by John Locke Scripps, the 
only biography of himself which Lincoln was able to read 
and approve; a check signed by “A. Lincoln” for $10.00, 
made out in September of 1857, a piece of walnut rail 

Picture by Angie Perkins Buskohl 
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split by Lincoln; and an oil painting of Lincoln by William 
Patterson of Chicago. 
 
“Also, by the same artist is a miniature water-color-on-
ivory of Lincoln, taken from an unretouched negative 
made of Lincoln in 1864.  The tiny painting is mounted on 
a gold locket in a pearl-gray case.  Fling valued it most 
highly of all the objects in his collection. 
 
“The library further noted “the collection of John W. 
Fling, Jr., who lived in Wyoming, Illinois, consisted of 
some of the best resources about Abraham Lincoln.” On 
September 17, 1926, Logan Hay, an attorney in 
Springfield, Illinois, wrote to John inquiring of 
information of Lincoln’s visit to Toulon: 

My dear Fling;  
Thank you for yours of September 24th.  It was the Toulon 
marker to which I meant to refer in my letter.  I was, 
however, at the same time writing a letter in regard to a 
marker at Oregon, and I inadvertently used the name 
“Oregon” in my letter to you.  I shall be very much obliged if 
you will give us all the information you can in regard to 
Lincoln’s visit to Toulon on October 6: as to how he came to 
Toulon, at what hour, at what time he spoke, for how long 
and how he left Toulon, and for what place, who presided at 
the meeting, and if there is any account of what he said we 
should like to have that.  We should also be much obliged to 
you for a copy of the letter; and if possible, should like to 
have the photostatic copy of it.  We shall, of course, be glad 
to pay the expense of obtaining a photostatic copy.  We are, 
as I think I told you, getting out a calendar locating Lincoln as 
far as possible day by day throughout the year 1858.  His 
movements during his campaign are of particular interest.  
We located him speaking at Pekin on October 5, and at 
Knoxville on October 7, if I remember rightly.  We plan to get 
out this calendar in preliminary form during October, and 
you of course, as a member of the Centennial Association, 
will receive a copy.” 

 

“The following year, the Lincoln Centennial Association 
sent a letter on December 13, 1927.  

Dear Mr. Fling:  
Last August you wrote me that you would soon have your 
evidence complete with respect to Lincoln’s visit to Toulon in 
Stark County on October 6, 1858.  I am making up a list of 
additions and corrections to the two books already in print 
and I thought that if you had this material in shape, I might 
incorporate it in this list.  May I hear from you at an early 
date? 

 

“One year after Abraham Lincoln appeared in Stark 
County, he accepted an invitation to lecture at Henry 
Ward Beecher’s church in Brooklyn, New York, and 
chose a topic which required months of painstaking 
research.  His law partner, William Herndon observed,  
 
“No former effort in the line of speech making had cost 
Lincoln so much time and thought as this one,” a 

remarkable comment considering the previous year’s 
debates with Stephen Douglas. 
 
“When Lincoln arrived in New York, the Young Men’s 
Republican Union had assumed sponsorship of the 
speech and moved its location to the Cooper Institute in 
Manhattan.  Lincoln, as an unannounced presidential 
aspirant, attracted a capacity crowd of 1,500 curious 
New Yorkers.  The date was February 27, 1860, sixteen 
months after he appeared in Stark County.  
 
“An eyewitness that evening said: 

“When Lincoln rose to speak, I was greatly disappointed.  He 
was tall, tall, -- oh, how tall! and so angular and awkward 
that I had, for an instant, a feeling of pity for so ungainly a 
man.”  However, once Lincoln warmed up, “his face lighted 
up as with an inward fire; the whole man was transfigured.  
I forgot his clothes, his personal appearance, and his 
individual peculiarities.  Presently, forgetting myself, I was on 
my feet like the rest, yelling like a wild Indian, cheering this 
wonderful man.” 

 

 
 
“Lincoln’s speech on February 27, 1860, in Brooklyn 
became known as the Cooper Union Address and has 
been described as “the speech that made Lincoln 
president. 
 
“In a lecture at the Oxford University Department for 
Continuing Education on November 13, 2012, Dr. 
Jonathan Healey addressed the question as to why local 
history matters. 
 

“Tall, angular, awkward, ungainly…  
with an inward fire”   
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“Dr. Healey writes of the obsession of the study of 
celebrities while ignoring ‘the lives of the farmers, the 
coalminers, and the textile workers,’ the focus on the 
rich and famous rather than ‘the grassroots, the real 
people.’ ” 
 
“But as I worry about this, I’m also hugely heartened.  
Because although the academy seems to think that the 
study of the printed words of Londoners can pass for 
social history, there are literally thousands of people out 
there writing local histories which are profoundly 
democratic.   
 
“Some of them are simply writing their family tree:  
constructing new personal identities full of generations 
of ordinary farmers, and weavers, and shopkeepers, and 
coalminers.  Genealogy, for all the concerns that 
academics have about its rigour (and many family 
historians are sadly not very rigorous), is a profoundly, 
and wonderfully democratic pursuit.   
 
“But also, there has never been more local history 
available.  Local history websites and publications are of 
hugely varied quality, of course, but they are there.  And 
this gives me huge hope, for I am now confident that if 
the academy turns its back on the people, in favour of 
the rich, the powerful, the literate and metropolitan, 
then the people themselves, the most dedicated local 
historians there are, will keep the flame burning. 
 
“If academics, even social historians, forget that most 
people in history have not been Kings, Queens, or 
celebrities, then we local historians might be the only 
ones holding on to this knowledge. 
 

“Local history is not just a wonderful tool for 

understanding the past, it is the people’s history; 
this is why it matters. 
 
“Correspondence from John Fling to Harry Thomas 
Morgan is included in the book “Lincoln: One Hundred 
Years Later,” considered a classic in the study of 
Abraham Lincoln.  The September 7, 1929, letter from 
John Fling to Harry Thomas Morgan concluded:  ‘I must 
close and, until I can see you, I shall look forward to a 
real treat in seeing your fine articles which touch the life 
of the great man of the AGES.’ 
 
“Let us remember this morning the life of John W. Fling, 
Jr., our local historian who continues to share his 
knowledge of the life of Abraham Lincoln, the great man 
of the AGES.”  
 

33rd Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band 
 
Much was written in the Memorial Program that was on 
sale at our event about the band.  It came highly 
recommended and was underwritten by James Nowlan.  
The musicians played 1860s songs with authentic Civil 
War Era brass instruments.  Their 45-minute concert 
early in the program, as well as their dance music near 
the end of the program, was very much enjoyed by the 
large crowd.  The picture below was taken by Angie Perkins 
Buskohl.  
 

 
 
Appearing with the band was The Central Illinois Dance 
Society Performance Group.  The group was dressed in 
fancy period costumes and not only danced for the 
audience but also taught many in the audience how to 
dance the Civil War Era dances.   Picture below was taken by 
David Leon of David Leon Photography of Galva.  

 

 
 
We were excited to have the dancers also march and 
dance in our parade before the rally.  They are an 
incredible group and were seen everywhere talking to 
the audience and explaining their dapper suits and 
gorgeous gowns.   
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Courthouse Exhibits and Treats 
 
While our top objectives were to place a historical 
marker and to correct our monument, we also wanted to 
celebrate our courthouse. 
 
Since 1856, we have been proud of our courthouse; it is 
our iconic centerpiece.  It may very well be the only 
courthouse that hosted both Lincoln and Douglas in their 
primes (1858) and is still in daily use—not just as a 
corridor, anteroom, cloak room or entrance way to a 
newer “justice” center; but as a full-service facility.   
 
County Board meetings are still held (think of 
Commissioners court), births, deaths, marriages and 
divorces are recorded, bonds secured or forfeited, taxes 
assessed and paid, felons are tried and convicted, 
probates are opened and closed, property sales, liens, 
mortgages, trusts, partitions and dissolutions ordered 
and recorded…all of which is not only housed within but 
has been archived on site since our charter in 1839.  It is 
special…no other like it! 
 
One month before our celebration, the courthouse was 
freshly cleaned and painted.  Our historic courtroom was 
open and filled with exhibits as were several county 
offices.  Visitors in uniforms and Lincoln hats poured thru 
the exhibits and devoured the Lincoln frosted treats.   

 

 
Four pictures by Julie Kenney. 

   
 
Lower right, retired college history professor, Steve Sams 
and his wife, Janice, discuss 1843 Indictments for 
harboring slaves against William Webster and Samuel G 
Wright.   

The courtroom exhibits demonstrated how proud we 
have been of our courthouse…carvings, a birdfeeder, 
photos and paintings depicting our courthouse in every 
season and thru the ages.   
 

  
Picture above by Trobaugh. 

Marian Purtscher, newly 
retired Stark County Circuit 
Clerk, arranged for the 
exhibits and was there to 
explain them; then she 
availed herself of the great 
music of the 33rd Illinois 
Volunteer Regiment Band 
and joined in the dancing.  
Picture by David Leon of David 
Leon Photography in Galva.  
 

 
Julie Kenney (right), our 
current Stark County 
Circuit Clerk, answered 
questions about court 
records and helped 
guide our Lincoln thru 
the courthouse.  Picture 
by Julie Kenney.  
 
 
 
 

Bill Loane (left), a retired 
history teacher at the Stark 
County Schools, is shown 
here with Lincoln.  A great 
wood carving of our 
courthouse by Loane was on 
display. Picture by Loane.   
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Lincoln Joins the Parade  
 

 
 

Abraham Lincoln (Fritz Klein) and Thomas J. Henderson (Floyd Ham) begin the parade—a little late.  Doug Murray and his 
grandson, Cole Dynes, are at the controls and on the watch.  Picture by Amanda Dynes. 
 
The parade stepped off at exactly 9:00 AM as planned but, as he was loading up, Mr Murray providentially and astutely 
noticed that the front left carriage wheel assembly was about to drop to the ground.  A bolt had nearly come completely 
out.  The nut had been doubled; but now it was only partially and precariously dangling by the threads.  Murray drove it 
back into place, but no nuts were to be found to secure it.  Wes Wilkinson and Murray decided that they could take one of 
the nuts from the right side, tighten them both and “pray they last” through the parade.  Wilkinson ran to get his truck and 
his tool box.  While he and Murray were executing their plan, John Gerard, a neighbor behind city hall, ran to his “shop” 
and returned with an assortment of lock nuts.  One was affixed to each side and Murray hollered “we are ready to go.”  
The carriage was quickly loaded and wheeled into place, but the parade had left the area.   
 
We quickly passed the post office just as cars began to come at us; the road was supposed to be clear.  We kept going, the 
mare had blinders; we did not.  One car, then two, then two more, as Murray coaxed his massive 5-year old Clydesdale to 
remain calm.  Soon we were ready to turn south on Henderson Street and Murray had to swing wide to miss another two 
cars.  Shortly, as we approached Main Street (Highway 17), we noticed that the police had let the traffic pass thinking the 
parade was over.   
 
Undaunted, Murray pressed on and our carriage turned onto the highway behind two grain trucks; and down the street we 
rode to the bank.  The crowd lined both sides of the street with dozens and dozens taking pictures and videos.  Only when 
we disembarked did we hear that some had thought the parade had ended and had proceeded to the stage…totally 
missing Lincoln’s arrival.  For the want of a secure nut? 
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