
RANDOLPH COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
JUNE 2011 NEWSLETTER

It was a lovely summer evening and we had eleven members in
attendance at our June RCGS meeting in our library. It being "Flag Day",
our pledge to the flag had special meaning for us. Four of our seven officers
were in attendance.

After the reports were given and approved, Virginia shared with us a
letter sent by Gilbert Topp, along with his dues. He had complimentary
things to say about Randolph Co. Gen. Soc. and we thank you, Gib, for your
kind remarks. We always enjoy hearing from the members and their
comments or suggestions about the society. Gilbert suggested that we write
an article for the "Trails" about our beginnings, and when and how RCGS
came into being. We're going to do that-and we're glad you suggested it.
We always welcome ideas and comments, or suggestions, from our members.

On Saturday, Jun. 11th, a number of us from RCGS attended the
Spring Workshop, hosted by the Genealogical Society of So. Illinois. It was
held in Chester, at the Public Library. We Iearned a lot from the
presentations of four different people on various subjects: Censuses and
Beyond-what you can learn from the general census and the "leads" you
get to direct you to other areas of research-also, State censuses,
Manufacturing censuses and Agricultural censuses. And we learned about
various information that can be found in land records, wills and probates. It
was an interesting and enjoyable day spent with a roomful of people, all
sharing our interest in genealogy.

"The Handybook for Genealogists" was recommended at the
Workshop as a valuable tool in your research-RCGS doesn't have a copy,
so-it was voted at the meeting to purchase a copy of this book, dedicating it
in memory of recently departed members of our society.

Virginia shared with us during the meeting about reports and
correspondence with the State of Illinois about taxes and our Tax Exempt
status. There have been changes, and so she is working with an accountant
to get the right forms and procedure in place.



Now that summer is here, and people have been getting out more,
some coming to our area on vacation, we have been have more researchers
coming to ReGS to research their family history. We are open on Mon.,
Tues, and Wed. 9am-2pm and also on the 3rd Saturday morning of each
month from 9am-noon. We are happy to have researchers come and we
are here to help all we can. There is no charge for research, copies of
documents are $ .25.

We have many resources to help you-Censuses, 1850-1930, also
some of the earlier 1800's-birth records--death records-obituaries-
cemetery records-marriage records--divorces-naturalizations &
immigrations-probate index-church records, (primarily, Luth. Churches,
with birth/baptism, confirmation, marriage and deaths recorded, of Randolph
Co.)-many family histories-some resources for surrounding counties, and
much more. I

\Ve had a note from member, Edna Franklin, with a change in her
email address: formerly it was wefrank@accessus--now it is:
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--~-Our July meeting will be oiiTuesday, July fZttt,o:30 pm. mourKCGS
conference room. The refreshments will be "Friendship Fruit Salad". Emily
Lyons will present a program on the "Riess Family History of Red Bud".

A friend is someone who is there for you when he'd rather be
somewhere else. Only your real friends tell you when your face is
dirty.

********
Usually when people are sad, they don't do anything. They just cry
over their condition. But when they get angry, they bring about a
change.

********
Nothing is predestined: The obstacles of your past can become the
gateways that lead to new beginnings.

June James
Randolph Co. Gen. Soc.


