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tion in October. Nominations from the floor will be tak-
en at the virtual October meeting. To register for the Oc-
tober meeting, please see page 56 of this newsletter.  
 

Nominees for terms running 1 January 2022 through 31 
December 2023 are Susan Bohm for Treasurer and Johan-
na Smith for Secretary.  Both Susan and Johanna are cur-
rently on the Board in their respective positions.   
 

In addition to Officer elections, members will also vote 
on proposed Bylaws.  Because our October meeting is a 
virtual session, voting will be managed by ElectionBud-
dy, an online voting service in which members will ac-
cess through our website.   

Dear SCCGS Members, 
 

The SCCGS would like to thank Sande 
Viau for all of her volunteer work on the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
birth index projects. Sande has been such 
a great asset to the Society and we will 
miss her as she retires from volunteering!  

Please consider volunteering to help the Society with vari-
ous ongoing projects. With today's computer and internet 
capabilities, members from any location can easily contrib-
ute as a volunteer. SCCGS is no longer a locals-only volun-
teer organization. Other than internet access, the only re-
quirement is a basic knowledge of Microsoft tools. Many 
hands make light work.  

Quarterly Editor Needed 
 

The Society publishes its quarterly as a member benefit. 
This publication is assembled by a Quarterly Editor and a 
small volunteer committee. We are currently searching for 
a new Quarterly Editor because our current Editor, Gloria 
Williams, will be stepping down at the end of the year for 
family obligations. The Editor is responsible for the overall 
production and editorial content of the Quarterly and also 
oversees the volunteer committee helping with the articles. 
The Editor is not required to write articles. For more infor-
mation or to volunteer for this position, please contact us at 
sccgssoffice@stclair-ils.org. 
 

October Presentation 
 

The October Monthly Meeting Presentation will feature 
Greg Wade speaking about using historical newspapers to 
learn more than just basic genealogical information. See 
page 56 to register.  
 

The Board is always looking for members willing to speak 
on genealogy topics. Since our meetings are held virtually, 
you can present from the comfort of your home making 
travel unnecessary! See page 56 to submit your ideas.  
 

Upcoming Elections 
 
 

On September 1, 2021, the SCCGS Nominating Committee 
announced the 2021 Officers nomination slate for the elec-

President’s Message by Samantha Bailey, President 

(Continued on page 57) 
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October 7, 2021 - What Your Mother Didn’t Teach You, You Can Learn 
In the Newspaper -  Greg Wade 
 

Historical newspapers are an open window into the past where you can 
learn much more than basic genealogical information such as dates and 
places of births, marriages, and deaths. They can be used to find lost 
ancestors, validate family legends, and even discover family secrets that your 
mother never told you. Mr. Wade will provide an overview of historical St. 
Clair County newspapers and how they can be accessed using a variety of 
free and paid online sites. An overview of how to get the most out of online 
newspaper sites along with tips and tricks for doing research in online 
newspapers will be discussed using a series of discoveries made during the 
presenter’s own research. Although this presentation will highlight St. Clair 
County newspapers, the research tips and tricks provided are applicable 
when performing any online newspaper research.  
 

Zoom link to register for  this  meeting:  
h t t p s : / / u s 0 6 w e b . z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJIodOuqrTstGtE0_R2lSfYwQdSlgBVPLLtj  
 

November 4, 2021 - St. Clair County’s Circuit Court Naturalization 
Records  -  Diane Walsh 
 

Following a brief overview of the naturalization process, this presentation 
will focus on the physical location and accessibility of declaration and 
naturalization records held by the St. Clair County Circuit Court. Images of 
these records, particularly after 1905, plus a few tips on how to determine 
where and when an ancestor may have naturalized will be provided.  
 

Diane M. Walsh is the author of genealogy research guides at the local and 
national level, and she completed extensive research culminating in the 
writing and publication of two family history books on her ancestors. An 
active volunteer and organizer of volunteer projects since 1983, holding 
various Board positions, including President and Vice President, she is the 
current SCCGS webmaster.  
 

Zoom link to register for this meeting:  
h t t p s : / / u s 0 6 w e b . z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r / t Z c s f -
6upjouG931aobGzTgELCcMGo8EVy8L   

Monthly meetings are now presented via the Zoom app and scheduled by 
the 1st Vice President. Topics focus on St. Clair County, its records, and 
general research tools and techniques. Please email your ideas for monthly 
meet ing presentat ions including contact information 
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org, attention Jerome at (256) 656-9917.  
 

Please check the SCCGS website or our Facebook page for last-minute 
updates and Zoom links! 

https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/  

Upcoming Speakers At Monthly Meeting 

Have a Question? 
 

Please send your emails to: 
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org 
Please type in the Subject Line:   

Attn: (Name of the Committee) 

1.   SCCGS Board Meetings  
The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke 

Community House six times per year. 
 

2.  SCCGS Officers and Chairmen  
President:  Samantha Bailey 

1st Vice President:  Jerome Oelrich  

2nd Vice President:  Vacant 

Secretary:  Johanna Smith 

Treasurer:  Susan Bohm  

Parliamentarian:  Kris Wade 

Education Chairman:  Carol Dawson 

Cemetery Chairman:  Vacant 

Publicity Chairman:  Janice Carlson 

Membership Chairman:  Liz Brown 

Quarterly Editor:   Gloria Williams 

Newsletter Editor:  Terry Klingemann 
 

3.  Newsletter Deadlines  
The last Friday of each month is the deadline 

for next month.  For best results, copy-and-

paste your info into an email, and send to the 

editor at the email address below. 
 

4.  General Membership Information 
Purpose: SCCGS was organized in 1977 with 

the following purposes in mind: 

 to preserve and perpetuate ancestral records for 

educational and historical purposes; 

 to encourage the study of family history and to 

teach  methods of genealogical research; 

 to promote genealogical publications; and 

 to publish and circulate literature relative to the 

purposes and acquisitions of the Society. 

•Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. (all meetings are virtual 

using Zoom, a web-based video conferencing 

tool) with feature programs of genealogical 

interest that are free and open to the public. 

Guests are always welcome. 

•Quarterly:  Four issues per year, indexed. 

•Newsletter:  Ten issues per year, with free 

queries for members.     

•Publications: A complete list of our 

publications is available on our website:   

https://stclair-ilgs.org. 

•Acquisitions: Housed at the Belleville Public 

Library for use by Society members and the 

general public. Recent additions are published 

in the Quarterly as a service to members. 

About SCCGS 

Belleville Public Library and Archivist: 
121 East Washington St      Archivist/Reference Supervisor:  Anna Kimball  

Belleville, IL  62220   Requests: archives@bellevillepubliclibrary.org  

(618) 234-0441  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIodOuqrTstGtE0_R2lSfYwQdSlgBVPLLtj
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIodOuqrTstGtE0_R2lSfYwQdSlgBVPLLtj
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-6upjouG931aobGzTgELCcMGo8EVy8L
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsf-6upjouG931aobGzTgELCcMGo8EVy8L
mailto:sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/
https://stclair-ilgs.org


 New Members 
 

ARENS, Thomas 
KLEINSCHMIDT, Michael 
SCHOAP, Margaret  
 

Reinstated Members 
 

None to Report 
 

Life Members 
 

None to Report 
 

 Change of Address 
 

None to Report 
 

Renewing Members  (2022) 
 

GRAY, (Diane); HISE, (Patti); SANDERS, (Kenneth) 
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 JULY CHANGE AUG 

Renew 2021 240 0 240 

New  29 3 32 

Life 49 0 49 

Honorary 1 0 1 

Ex & Dn 21 0 21 

Totals 2021 340 3 343 

Membership Totals 2021 

For a complete list of surnames our current members 

are researching, please visit the following webpage  

https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/. 

Membership Report by Liz Brown 

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership 
 

Applications and renewals should be received before 
October 30th  to ensure uninterrupted benefits.   Please 
use the application form on page 61 of this newsletter or 
go online to our webpage https://stclair-ilgs.org/about-
membership/ to access the application.  

 JUNE CHANGE AUG 

Renew 2022 0 6 6 

New  0 0 0 

Life 49 0 49 

Honorary 1 0 1 

Ex & Dn 22 0 22 

Totals 2020 72 6 78 

Membership Totals 2022 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

“We need to haunt the house of history and listen 
anew to the ancestors’ wisdom.” – Maya Angelou  

Voting Instructions 
 

Voting by Mail: Members who do not have an email on 
file with the SCCGS will be mailed a paper copy of the 
ballot, as well as a copy of the proposed Bylaws and change 
information. Paper ballots must be postmarked no later 
than Monday, 25 October 2021. 
 

Voting Online: A copy of the proposed Bylaws and change 
information can be found on the member website. Login to 
the Member portion of the website. Under Member Re-
sources, click on “2021 DRAFT BYLAWS ....” to access the 
proposed Bylaws and click on “Current Bylaws to access 
the 1994 version...” Online voting will OPEN at 12:00a.m. 
(Central) on Friday, 15 October 2021 and CLOSE at 11:59 
p.m. (Central) on Sunday, 31 October 2021.  
 

Results of the election and proposed Bylaws will be an-
nounced at the SCCGS Annual Meeting, which will be 
held virtually on Thursday, 4 November 2021.   
  

Final Thoughts  
 

When we think about Halloween, we traditionally think 
about candy treats, memorable costumes, and parties. 
These Halloween traditions have origins that lie with the 
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when bonfires were lit 
and costumes were worn to ward off ghosts. After all, it 
was the night when the worlds of the living and the dead 
became blurred. We humans seem to have an enduring 
need to take time to honor the dead. May I suggest another 
way to honor our beloved dead. Why not take time this 
month to look through those old Halloween pictures of 
your loved ones and journal their stories? If you would like 
to share them with us, please email your photos and stories 
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ils.org. Until next month!  

President’s Message 
by Samantha Bailey, President (cont.) 

https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/
https://stclair-ilgs.org/about-membership/
https://stclair-ilgs.org/about-membership/


Ultimately, almost all genealogists and family historians 
will have to confront identifying the place of origin of an 
immigrant. In the United States of America, sooner or later 
going back in time, even those who claim Native American 
ancestry ultimately were immigrants from some other part 
of the world. In some cases, research ends with a lack of 
records long before the immigrant is even identified. What 
is an immigrant? The best definition is a person who lives 
in a country they were not born in. The status of the per-
son in the country of arrival may affect the records that are 
available to identify the immigrant, but the genealogical 
research issues remain essentially the same.  
 

This is the first and last rule of immigrant research: 
 

All immigrant research begins in country of arrival NOT 
in the country of departure.  
 

Here are some frequently asked questions.  
 

How do I know if my ancestor was the immigrant? 
 

Although there are situations where records run out before 
you identify the immigrant, in many cases the immigrant is 
identified by records in the country of arrival. For example, 
United States Federal Census records for the year 1850 
show the person's country or state of birth. Although this 
information may or may not be accurate, it is one indica-
tion of immigrant status. Some other types of records that 
may disclose immigrant status include military records, 
vital records, school records, family Bibles, and many oth-
ers.  
 

How do I know if my immigrant ancestor changed his 
or her name when they came to country of arrival?  
 

There is still a persistent myth that the United States gov-
ernment or other governments around the world change 
the names of immigrants. This is not the case. Changes in 
the immigrant’s name can come from mistakes in tran-
scription, decisions made by the immigrant, a desire on the 
part of the immigrant to appear more like a native, and 
many other reasons. Sometimes, the immigrant's name was 
merely translated into the language of the country of arri-
val. Some name changes are obvious, but others take a 
great deal of research into multiple source documents.  
 

Do passenger lists help identify the immigrant? 
 

A passenger list may provide the crucial information about 
an immigrant and identify others who were traveling with 
the immigrant but don't be confused about the difference 
between the port of departure and the ultimate place 
where the immigrant resided in the country of departure. 
Common ports of departure such as Liverpool, England 
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and Hamburg, Germany are not usually the place of 
origin.  
 

Does the United States of America have immigration 
records? 
 

The answer to this question is both yes and no depending 
on the time of arrival. Before 1882, there were no immigra-
tion laws in the United States. On August 3, 1882, the forty
-seventh United States Congress passed the Immigration 
Act of 1882. It is considered by many to be the "first gen-
eral immigration law" due to the fact that it created the 
guidelines of exclusion through the creation of "a new cat-
egory of inadmissible aliens." Before that time, an immi-
grant could essentially walk across the border and take up 
residence in the United States.  
 

What if my ancestor was a refugee?  
 

Presently, in the United States, refugees have a special le-
gal status but many refugees, such as my ancestors who 
took refuge in Mexico, had no legal status at all. Identify-
ing the country of origin can become complicated when 
the country no longer exists as a country. This is particu-
larly true in areas of the world such as Europe where na-
tional boundaries have changed extensively.  
 

What do I need to know about the country of depar-
ture? 
 

Knowing the name of the country of departure is just the 
beginning. Remember, many people have the same names. 
In most cases, accurate identification of the place of depar-
ture must identify the town, neighborhood, or even the 
farm or house where the immigrant lived in the country of 
origin or departure.  

(Continued on page 60) 



Larry Haas 
(1938 - 2021) 

 

Larry Allan Haas, 82, of Belleville, Illi-
nois passed away peacefully, surround-
ed by his loving family on Thursday, 
August 12, 2021. Larry was born in 
Belleville, Illinois on September 6, 1938 

to Adolph and Marie Haas and they precede him in death. 
He was also preceded in death by his beloved wife, a 
brother, and his sisters. 
 

Larry joined SCCGS in 1997. He was instrumental in de-
veloping and coding the first SCCGS webpages in 1997 
and 1998.  
 

Services are private at this time; however, the family will 
hold a public celebration of life for Larry at a later date. 

Genealogy Standards is my guide as I gather information. I 
attempt to conduct “reasonably exhaustive research” - the 
key word being, “reasonably”.  I have developed the habit of 
documentation. Now I am establishing the best practice of 
“analysis and correlation of relevant evidence” while study-
ing the various communities that were integral to my an-
cestors’ lives. I am studying relationships.  
 

The Standards have five elements for establishing proof of 
identity and relationship: 
 

1. Reasonably exhaustive research 
2. Complete and accurate source citations 
3. Analysis and correlation of relevant evidence 
4. Resolution of conflicting evidence 
5. Soundly reasoned, coherently written conclusion 
 

Olive was my mother's first cousin's wife. The treasure 
trove of genealogy that came to me from “Olive’s Note-
books” includes one box of photographs. Some of the pho-
tographs are of family groups. I believe these were taken 
when family gathered for weddings or funerals. This is 
when family stories were told. The women would bring 
their casseroles and exchange recipes. The men would 
swap stories, and in my family, they would play cards - pi-
nochle.  
   

These traditions kept families engaged with one another. 
For my family their church was only a few blocks away. 
Their faith community was their cornerstone. My family 
would gather for christenings too; aunts and uncles would 
be godparents and confirmation sponsors. Today fewer of 
my family members are part of the traditional family faith. 
We have fewer reasons to gather. We have fewer opportu-
nities to share stories. 
 

SCCGS is an active genealogy society that helps us find 
avenues into past communities. Here is an excellent re-
source for church and cemetery records. Historical Socie-
ties also give us a glimpse into the past. Talking about our 
ancestors to friends and associates often opens a portal to a 
new community. I am amazed how quickly connections 
can be established when we share our stories. We find our 
ancestors’ neighbors in many different locations, not only 
in the census but also in newspaper articles and in friends 
of friends.  
  

Recently I was alerted to two volumes of Moniteau Coun-
ty, Missouri history books that were available for purchase. 
This is where some of my St. Clair County, Illinois family 
moved when the railroad provided jobs west in Tipton, 
Missouri. This county is where my great grandparents 
raised my grandmother. This is where my mother’s 
hometown was located. These histories provide me with 
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Returned Mail Policy 
 

Members shall reimburse the Society for postage it 
paid for returned regular publications that are to be 
re-mailed plus the cost of re-mailing. 
   

Newsletters will not be re-mailed since these are on 
the member website.  The Quarterly will be held for 
one month and then returned to the general 
circulation. 

A Leaf Has Fallen - In Memory Of 

valuable insight into their community. Although my 
mother’s first cousin who wrote for the history book has 
passed, one of her children may be interested in genealogy. 
I have photographs to share.  
 

These histories were “soundly reasoned and coherently 
written” and we know the relationships. The people in 
the histories lived the relationships. “Olive’s Notebooks” 
include copies of birth certificates, marriage certificates, 
and handwritten accounts of who moved where and 
when. Olive is listed as a charter member of the Moniteau 
County Historical Society.  
 

My name is in the SCCGS roster. I think it is time to re-
new my membership. Perhaps this year, I will include my 
maiden name just in case a future family historian is inter-
ested. 

Community by Sharon Heiman Blaine 
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A Call For Volunteers 

Are you interested in supporting SCCGS and your fellow 
genealogists?  Do you have a little or a lot of free time to 
share?  If so, SCCGS would like to hear from you.  We 
have volunteer opportunities.  
 

We are seeking transcribers, proofreaders, and index-
ers.  A basic knowledge of Microsoft Word is need-
ed.  Time commitments are flexible depending on your 
availability.  If you are interested, please email your con-
tact information to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org with a 
subject line of Volunteer.  Looking forward to hearing 
from you!  

For more information, go to SIGs and Special Programs 
- St. Louis Genealogical Society (stlgs.org)  
 

October 26, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. - “Irish Heritage in St. Lou-
is” 
  

Featuring Gabrielle Woeltje 
 

The Irish have been immigrating to the U.S. for hundreds 
of years and almost every major city in the country has 
been influenced by their unique culture and traditions. 
Learn more about the enduring legacy of the Irish in St. 
Louis. 
 

December 5, 2021 - 1:00 p.m. - How to Navigate the Pale 
of Settlement in the Russian Empire 
 

Featured speaker: Dr. Hillel Kieval, Goldstein Professor of 
Jewish History and Thought, Department of History and 
Department of Jewish, Islamic, and Middle Eastern Stud-
ies at Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri. 
 

Learn about the emergence and the history of the Pale of 
Settlement in Imperial Russia, focusing on the internation-
al context in which it developed, what its shifting bounda-
ries were, and the impact it had on Jewish life in Eastern 
Europe so we may better understand how and where we 
might search for our ancestors’ records. 

StLGS Special Interest Groups 

Where can I go to find out how to do immigrant re-
search? 
 

I always have the same two suggestions for learning about 
doing immigrant research: The Family History Guide and 
the FamilySearch.org Research Wiki. Both of these re-
sources have country by country articles describing the 
immigration research process with links to other re-
sources.  
 

When it gets down to solving the immigrant problem 
there is no substitute for learning the history, geography, 
and culture of your ancestor's place of departure or origin. 
Immigration research can be the ultimate challenge for 
genealogical researchers. Oh, and don't forget DNA test-
ing, although the ethnicity reports are still developing, you 
may get some indication of the origin of your ancestors 
that will help.  

Immigration: The First and Last Big 
Challenge in Genealogical Research  

by James Tanner  (cont.) 

This article was published on the Genealogy’s 

Star Facebook page on July 3, 2021. It is repub-

lished in the SCCGS Newsletter by permission 

from James Tanner at Genealogy’s Star. James 

Tanner is a member of the FamilySearch Re-

search Wiki Support Team and is a Moderator 

for Arizona and Utah. He also writes for the FamilySearch Blog. He 

has been a partner in Tanner Digital Graphics, a graphics design 

business for 25 years. He owns PhotoArizona360, a photography 

company. He has over 30 years of genealogy experience.  He has per-

sonally digitized tens of thousands of documents. 

 

History Books For Sale 
 

First come, first serve (we will check post-
marks): St. Clair County History Volume II. Three
(3) new books at $60.00 each. One (1) used copy 

at $40.00. Postage paid. Mail your check payable to 
St. Clair County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 431, 

Belleville, IL  62222-0431.   

stlgs.org
http://thefhguide.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
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Membership Application 



 

P. O. Box 431 

Belleville, Illinois 62222-0431 

Email: sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org 

Like Us!  www.facebook.com/sccgs  

Address Service Requested 

SCCGS Monthly Meetings 
 

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the month at 

7:00 p.m., and all meetings are virtual using Zoom, a web

-based video conferencing tool. See the Upcoming 

Speakers column in this newsletter to register.  
 

We’re always looking for good speakers on genealogical 

topics.  Let Jerome know if you can recommend any 

speakers who would be interested, or if you can speak on 

a topic of interest to our Society.  Thanks! 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Jerome Oelrich, (sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org Subject 

Line:  1st Vice President).  

Contents © 2021 by the St. Clair County Genealogical Society.  All rights are reserved. Republishing of articles in this 

newsletter requires authorization from the author or authors, or from the SCCGS. Contact the SCCGS by email at 

sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.  
 

All other information may be reprinted in other newsletters without further permission provided attribution is noted 

as follows: SCCGS Newsletter, 44:8 (October, 2021). 

SCCGS Board Meeting 
 

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society will be hold-

ing their next Board meeting on November 17, 2021 at 

7:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held by teleconference.  
 

Perhaps you are considering the possibility of volunteer-

ism with the SCCGS. In addition to attending regular 

monthly meetings, another way to become more familiar 

with the Society and its important work is to attend a 

board meeting to see how the SCCGS operates behind 

the scenes. While members who attend are not allowed 

to cast votes on issues, the board welcomes members to 

voice their opinions on topics of discussion.  


