President’s Message by Samantha Bailey, President
Happy 4th of July Members!
Greetings all, from Samantha (Ballard)
Bailey, and I am honored to serve as your
new President. I have been a member of
the SCCGS for three years and served on
the Board for more than one year. Though
my growing-up years were in St. Clair
County, since 1990 my home is Virginia where my spouse
and I live today. Around 17 years ago, researching my family
ancestors hooked me, you may say hook, line, and sinker.
Jigsaw puzzles are a favorite of mine, and finding an ancestor is like finding that one missing puzzle piece. In addition
to my passion for everything genealogy guiding me as President, my leadership skills were honed during my ten years
as president of my Homeowner Association, which serves a
community of more than 4,500 units and approximately
12,000 people. Those ten years truly helped prepare me for
my new position! Perhaps some of you are my cousins; my
paternal ties to St. Clair/Madison Counties are BUCKLEY,
BALLARD, FOWLER, and CLEVELAND; and my maternal
ties are CASWELL, BESS, and HAUGH.

Society’s Bylaws, which were last updated in 1994, over
26 years ago. The bylaws were submitted to the Board
after the May SCCGS Board meeting. The Board will be
reviewing the feedback at the next Board meeting in July
and our goal is to have a DRAFT revision of the Bylaws
to the members in October for their review. Members
will receive the DRAFT Bylaws and information on what
was revised. If everything goes as planned, the DRAFT
Bylaws will be voted on by the Membership at the November Annual Meeting that will be held on Thursday,
November 4, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. (CDT). Please mark your
calendars!
(Continued on page 41)

Countdown to the Release
of the 1950 U.S. Census
(as of July 1, 2021)

274 Days

May 19th Board Meeting Update
At the May 19, 2021, SCCGS Board meeting, Diane Walsh
resigned as president. As per the Society’s Bylaws, 1st Vice
President Jerome Oelrich assumed the duties of the President upon Diane’s resignation and recommended I serve as
President for the remainder of the term. The Board agreed
to the recommendation with no objections, so I am happy
to take over the office of the Presidency from Diane.
On that note, I would like to thank Diane for her contribution to the SCCGS as President during the past five
months. In her short tenure, she did a fantastic job heading
up the SCCGS while continuing with everything else she
does for the SCCGS.
Bylaws Revisions Update
The Bylaws Committee (made up of members Mary Parker,
Donna Gould, Diane Walsh, and myself) met 13 times between January and May of this year to review and revise the
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About SCCGS

Upcoming Speakers At Monthly Meeting
Monthly meetings are now presented via the Zoom app and scheduled by
the 1st Vice President. Topics focus on St. Clair County, its records, and
general research tools and techniques. Please email your ideas for monthly
meet ing present at ions inc lu ding c onta ct inf ormat ion
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org, attention Jerome at (256) 656-9917.
Please check the SCCGS website or our Facebook page for last-minute
updates and Zoom links!
https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/
July 1, 2021 - TBA
Check the SCCGS website for last minute updates.
August 5, 2021 - Building a Family to Find a German Village Using U.S.
Records
Carol Wright Whitton, CG® specializes in German
genealogical research. She is the current projects director for
the St. Louis Genealogical Society, and a graduate of German
Research SLIG, the Genealogical Institute on Federal
Records, and the Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research.
Zoom link to register for meeting:
h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJwvfuCupzMoE9yFN0Gxfwdb446nHkBEKHcR

SCCGS Website Additions
The following Catholic Parish Records have been added on the public section
of the SCCGS Website:
St. Albert the Great (Fairview Heights)
St. Augustine Mission (East St. Louis)
St. James (Millstadt)
St. Joseph (Freeburg)
St. Michael (Paderborn)
To view church records visit https://stclair-ilgs.org/church-records/.

Returned Mail Policy
Members shall reimburse the Society for postage it paid for returned
regular publications that are to be re-mailed plus the cost of remailing.
Newsletters will not be re-mailed since these are on the member
website. The Quarterly will be held for one month and then returned
to the general circulation.

1. SCCGS Board Meetings
The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke
Community House six times per year.

2. SCCGS Officers and Chairmen
President: Samantha Bailey
1st Vice President: Jerome Oelrich
2nd Vice President: Paul Muskopf
Secretary: Johanna Smith
Treasurer: Susan Bohm
Parliamentarian: Kris Wade
Education Chairman: Carol Dawson
Cemetery Chairman: Vacant
Publicity Chairman: Janice Carlson
Membership Chairman: Liz Brown
Quarterly Editor: Gloria Williams
Newsletter Editor: Terry Klingemann

3. Newsletter Deadlines
The last Friday of each month is the deadline
for next month. For best results, copy-andpaste your info into an e-mail, and send to the
editor at the e-mail address below.

4. General Membership Information
Purpose: SCCGS was organized in 1977 with
the following purposes in mind:



to preserve and perpetuate ancestral records for
educational and historical purposes;



to encourage the study of family history and to
teach methods of genealogical research;




to promote genealogical publications; and

to publish and circulate literature relative to the
purposes and acquisitions of the Society.
•Meetings are held the first Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. (all meetings are virtual
using Zoom, a web-based video conferencing
tool) with feature programs of genealogical
interest that are free and open to the public.
Guests are always welcome.
•Quarterly: Four issues per year, indexed.
•Newsletter: Ten issues per year, with free
queries for members.
•Publications: A complete list of our
publications is available on our website:
https://stclair-ilgs.org.
•Acquisitions: Housed at the Belleville Public
Library for use by Society members and the
general public. Recent additions are published
in the Quarterly as a service to members.

Have a Question?
Please send your e-mails to:
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Please type in the Subject Line:
Attn: (Name of the Committee)
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Membership Report by Liz Brown

President’s Message

by Samantha Bailey, President (cont.)
For a complete list of surnames our current members
are researching, please visit the following webpage
https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/.

Speaking of the Annual Meeting, if you are interested in
joining the Nominating Committee, please email us at
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org. The Nominating Committee
is made up of three Society members and the 2nd VicePresident and will meet for only five (5) months. The
main purpose of the committee is to identify candidates
for any Board positions that will be coming up for election at the Annual Meeting in November.

New Members
COWEN, Edward
SALAZAR, Billie

Reinstated Members
None to Report

Life Members

None to Report

Annual Elections – Open Positions
This year there will be two Board positions up for election at the November Annual Meeting: Secretary and
Treasurer. If you are interested for running for one of
these positions or would like additional information on
what these two positions do, please contact us at sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.

Change of Address
None to Report

Renewing Members
HILTON, Greg

Looking for Zoom Setup Techie

Membership Totals 2021
MAR

CHANGE

MAY

Renew 2021

236

1

237

New

25

2

27

Life

50

0

50

Honorary

1

0

1

Ex & Dn

21

0

21

333

3

336

Totals 2021

Looking for Volunteers for the
Nominating Committee:

The SCCGS started holding their Monthly Meetings via
Zoom back in October because of the pandemic. One of
the benefits of this was that in addition to the local
members, more members who are not local were able to
start attending the meetings and some of our presenters
are non-local as well. We have had members from the
east coast (Virginia) to the west coast (Oregon) and inbetween join us online. As things are moving forward,
we would like to continue to hold our meetings via
Zoom but also want to hold them in person again at the
same time. If you are a techie and have experience on
setting up for Zoom and in person meetings, please email
us at sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.
Printed Quarterly Information Mailing Rates

Quote of the Month
According to the number of claims now made by
people that their ancestors came over in the Mayflower, it must have been a larger ship than any of
the biggest ones of these days.
-- El Paso Herald-Post (El Paso, Texas),

13 January 1912, page 7

As most of you are aware, the Quarterly will be published
in digital format beginning in 2022, accessible and archived on the Member website. Currently, many members have "gone green," opting for digital rather than
printed issues. The "downside" is the Society no longer
qualifies for the Bulk Mail reduced rate postage and so
must mail printed publications at 1st Class rates. All
members who prefer printed issues by mail will be required to pay an additional $10.00. This policy is in accordance with the SCCGS Publications Digital Plan announced earlier this year.
Stay cool and keep on researching!
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Can You Acquire Any Additional Rights Beyond
Copyright To Your Own Work? by James Tanner
I recently ran across the following copyright notice attached to a document that purported to be a summary of
historical information:
© 2002 -- All Rights Reserved
Do not copy or extract data or photos, except for use
in your personal research.
TERMS OF USE You may view, download, and print
material from this site only for your personal, noncommercial use. You may not post material from this site
on another website or on a computer network without
express written permission. You may not transmit or
distribute material from this site to others. You may
not use this site or information found at this site
(including the names and addresses of those who submitted information) for selling or promoting products
or services, soliciting clients, or any other commercial
purpose. Data herein found is not in the public domain
for resell. Data is copyrighted, all rights reserved.
The word "data" is defined as facts and statistics collected
together for reference or analysis. First of all, you can't
copyright data. The person who created the work with
this claim attached did not create the information contained in the document. In fact, much of the information
was "common knowledge" and could have been obtained
from a multitude of sources. Quoting from Copyright.gov,
the website of the United States Copyright Office's statement answering the question, "What Does Copyright Protect?"
How do I protect my idea?
Copyright does not protect ideas, concepts, systems,
or methods of doing something. You may express your
ideas in writing or drawings and claim copyright in
your description, but be aware that copyright will not
protect the idea itself as revealed in your written or
artistic work.
What if I were to use a short quote from the document
with the long claim attached? This gets into an area of the
law called the Fair Use Doctrine. Here is another quote
from the Copyright.gov website about fair use.
Fair use is a legal doctrine that promotes freedom of
expression by permitting the unlicensed use of copyright-protected works in certain circumstances. Section 107 of the Copyright Act provides the statutory
framework for determining whether something is a fair
use and identifies certain types of uses—such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship,

and research—as examples of activities that may qualify as fair use.
Ultimately, what is or what is not "fair use" is decided by a
U.S. Federal District Court after litigation on a claim for
copyright infringement. Of course, copyright law also varies, sometimes considerably, from country to country.
Most of the countries of the world are signatories to the
Berne Convention adopted in 1886 and finally signed by
the United States in 1988 and ratified and made into law
in 1989. See https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/treaties/
ShowResults?search_what=C&treaty_id=15 For even more
information see the World Intellectual Property Organization.
Intellectual property law is by no means the most complicated of the various areas of the law in the United States
of America. It is not nearly as complicated as immigration
law or tax law, for example, but it is one of the least predictable areas of the law.
Let's suppose that I ignored the copyright provision set
forth above and quoted a portion of the article or work in
a blog post. What could the person claiming the extensive
copyright coverage claim? Now we get to the real issue of
all copyright violation claims. Does the person claiming
copyright protection need to be harmed by the copying?
No, not really. The copyright law provides for some statutory relief. Here is a short, simplistic, description of what
is needed to make a copyright claim from a website
called BonaLaw, Antitrust and Competition.
The plaintiff in a copyright infringement lawsuit has
the burden of proving two elements: that they own a
copyright, and that the defendant infringed it.
The article goes on with a much longer qualification of the
elements of a copyright infringement claim. One thing left
out of this explanation is the substantial monetary cost of
bringing and sustaining such a claim. Also, unless some
substantial harm is done by the copy that can be demonstrated, and if only a small portion of the work was used,
(Continued on page 43)

Member Website News
Virtual presentations are now on the Member website up to four (4) months after the program debut.
To locate these, log in the member site, scroll
down the right margin to the Classroom topic and
click Virtual Presentations. Thank you, Zoom team,
for all your efforts.
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Can You Acquire Any Additional
Rights Beyond Copyright To Your
Own Work? by James Tanner (cont.)
it will be very difficult to maintain an infringement action.
Getting back to the quote at the beginning of this post,
why does this claim go far beyond legal copyright protection in the United States? What does the person, who is
apparently interested in genealogy, stand to gain from
making such a broad and partially unenforceable claim?
Nothing. Since technically no one can refer to or make the
article or work known in a review or even a reference, the
work is essentially useless.
What if, someone copied the entire article, made a few
changes, and then published it under their own name on
the internet? How would the person making the claim discover the republication? You might note that that last notice of copyright was made in 2002, now almost twenty
years ago. Is the originator of this work still combing the
internet for pirate copies of the original document? I could
go on with a lot of additional, similar questions about
maintaining a copyright claim on an educational or instructional document but I would become quite repetitious.

What about the claim I have on this post? Yes, under the
provisions of the Berne Convention, this post is copyright
protected. The practical reality is that I now have well over
12,000 blog posts out on the Internet and I cannot possibly
police every such blog post. From a practical standpoint,
when asked, I usually refer to some level of the Creative
Commons Attribution.
This article was published on the Genealogy’s
Star Facebook page on May 18, 2021. It is
republished in the SCCGS Newsletter by permission from James Tanner at Genealogy’s
Star. James Tanner is a member of the FamilySearch Research Wiki Support Team and is
a Moderator for Arizona and Utah. An Arizona trial attorney for 38 years, he has also owned an Apple Computer dealership. He volunteers at the Mesa FamilySearch Library. Selected by Family Tree Magazine as a Top-Forty Blogger for his blog,
"Genealogy's Star," he was also a Blogger at RootsTech. He also
writes for the FamilySearch Blog. He has been a partner in Tanner
Digital Graphics, a graphics design business for 25 years. He owns
PhotoArizona360, a photography company. He has over 30 years of
genealogy experience. He has personally digitized tens of thousands of
documents.

Olive’s Notebooks by Sharon Blaine
“I wish we knew where Olive’s notebooks went.” It was a
rhetorical question. “Who is Olive?” I asked. So, my
brother told me the story of my mother’s first cousin’s
wife, Olive, who had spent her life documenting the history of her family and her husband’s family and thus my
mother’s mother and her grandparents, the German immigrants. Olive began her work in the 1950’s. I remembered meeting her once. My brother remembered her
notebooks.
I took up the hunt for Olive’s work. Her obituary lead me
to her cousin on her mother’s side who had inherited her
genealogy. I found him on Olive’s family tree on Ancestry.com and found a contact person who was able to give
me the contact information for Olive’s first cousin, John.
This was in April of 2019. John and I exchanged emails
and had two phone conversations. John was 90 years old
and was happy someone was interested in the notebooks.
I was happy Olive’s work had survived. Then the pandemic shut everything down.
After being fully vaccinated in April of 2021, I again
reached out to John. He was now 92 and was also fully
vaccinated. He was hoping I was still interested in Olive’s
notebooks. We made a plan. My husband and I would
drive from Kansas City, Missouri to Fairfax, Virginia and
pick up the portion of Olive’s work that related to my
side of the tree.
We filled our thermos, grabbed our trusty road atlas, and
took off for a 2,247-mile road trip. We stopped a few
times to sleep and refuel humans and vehicle. Once in
Virginia we snuggled the boxes into the boot of the car
and headed back west. Retrieving old genealogy is grand.
All the way home I wondered what I would find in this
treasure chest, but a nagging question emerged, “Now
what?”
I needed a plan. Having a co-genealogist helps. My brother is on board to help create an inventory.
I have carefully rummaged in the files. I found a death
card for my second great-grandfather, April 12, 1912. It is
written in German; he is one of my immigrant ancestors
who also served in the Civil War. Just this one card has
made the trip worthwhile!
It is amazing what Olive found and how she found it! Her
notes are extensive. It is also amazing what is not in the
boxes. I wonder if another distant family member inherited files.
(Continued on page 44)
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Save The Date
July 17 - 24, 2021- International German Genealogy
Conference (Virtual)
The International German Genealogy Partnership is thrill
ed to announce that the 2021 International German Genea
logy Conference will be held virtually from July 17 to July
24 with the theme of "Researching Together Worldwide/
Weltweit Gemeinsam Forschen".
This new format allows both passionate genealogists and
expert speakers from around the world, including many from our partner organizations in Germany to attend and participate. Will you be one of them?
Visit: https://iggp.org/
July 21 - 23, 2021 - Germans From Russia Heritage Society 50th Annual Convention (Virtual)
Presented by the Germans From Russia Heritage Society
in Bismarck, North Dakota, USA
Festivities will begin on Wednesday, July 21, 2021, in Bismarck, ND. Convention workshops will be held on Friday
and Saturday, July 23-24, 2021. Convention workshops
will livestream on Friday and Saturday.
Visit: https://www.grhs.org/pages/home
August 2 - 4th, 2021 - 41st Annual IAJGS (Virtual)
(International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies) International Conference on Jewish Genealogy
The 41st Annual IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, which was scheduled to take place in Philadelphia, PA from August 2-5, 2021 will now be an All
Virtual Conference.
Over 150 presentations and meetings will be available virtually between August 1 and August 5, 2021 on a variety of
topics.

For more information please see the conference website:
www.iajgs2021.org
August 6, 2021 - Missouri State Genealogical Association 2021 Virtual Conference
We are pleased to announce the 2021 Virtual Family History Conference, by MoSGA, will be held August 6-7,
2021. More information will be on the website, as it becomes available.
Visit: https://mosga.org/

Olive’s Notebooks

by Sharon Blaine (cont.)
I stand on the shoulders of the genealogists who have
come before me. Armed with their notebooks, files, and
boxes of artifacts I learn more than the narrative of my
ancestors, I learn the story of the story. This chapter,
“Olive’s Notebooks” is the beginning of a new adventure. I
will log in, write my notes, and keep a journal. She left a
paper trail I can follow. I will leave a trail for those who
follow me.
Genealogy road trips are incredibly fun and this time we
didn’t even step into a cemetery.

StLGS Special Interest Groups
The St. Louis Genealogical Society has German, Irish, and
Jewish Special Interest Groups (SIGs) that meet by Zoom
and are open to the public. Check it out!
https://stlgs.org/about-us-2/sigs-and-special-programs.
July 27, 2021, 7:00 p.m. (Central) - Let’s Chat,” featuring the Irish SIG team
Bring some of your research problems to our group. We
will explore some methods and tips to help you. Definitely
bring some success stories and tell us how you accomplished your research goals.
August 25, 2021, 7:00 p.m. (Central) - Techniques to
Determine Ancestral Origins
Featured speaker: Ilene Murray, StLGS publications director and Jewish SIG co-leader
(Rescheduled from 2020) Finding the shtetl or village
from where your ancestors came is often challenging. The
clues can sometimes be found in American records, and
we will explore some options that can help in your quest.
September 15, 2021, 7:00 p.m. (Central) - Hofgeschichten, Häusergeschichten, and Bürgerbücher: Using
Local History Sources in German Genealogical Research
Featured Speaker: Scott Holl (Manager, History & Genealogy Dept., St. Louis County Library Headquarters)
Hofgeschichten (farm histories), Häusergeschichte
(building histories), and Bürgerbücher (citizen registers)
are local history publications that can provide important
genealogical clues and insights into your ancestors’ lives.
Discover each of these unique publications, how to use
them, and tips for finding them.
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P. O. Box 431
Belleville, Illinois 62222-0431
E-mail: sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Like Us! www.facebook.com/sccgs

Address Service Requested

SCCGS Monthly Meetings

SCCGS Board Meeting

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the month at
7:00 p.m., and all meetings are virtual using Zoom, a web
-based video conferencing tool. See the Upcoming
Speakers column in this newsletter to register.

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society will be holding their next Board meeting on July 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held by teleconference.

We’re always looking for good speakers on genealogical
topics. Let Jerome know if you can recommend any
speakers who would be interested, or if you can speak on
a topic of interest to our Society. Thanks!
For more information, please contact:
Jerome Oelrich, (sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org Subject
Line: 1st Vice President).

Perhaps you are considering the possibility of volunteerism with the SCCGS. In addition to attending regular
monthly meetings, another way to become more familiar
with the Society and its important work is to attend a
board meeting to see how the SCCGS operates behind
the scenes. While members who attend are not allowed
to cast votes on issues, the board welcomes members to
voice their opinions on topics of discussion.

Contents © 2021 by the St. Clair County Genealogical Society. All rights are reserved. Republishing of articles in this
newsletter requires authorization from the author or authors, or from the SCCGS. Contact the SCCGS by e-mail at
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.
All other information may be reprinted in other newsletters without further permission provided attribution is noted
as follows: SCCGS Newsletter, 44:6 (July-August, 2021).

