President’s Message by Diane Walsh, President
Greetings, Members.
The Society will soon have books available
for purchase online, fulfilling one of the
goals set out in the Publications Digital
Plan adopted in January. To see all the
books available, click the word Shop in the
menu above SCCGS's public website at https://stclairilgs.org.
Some books for online purchase will be a downloadable
PDF, some are still available in print, and a few may be offered as a choice of either PDF or print. All are paid for by
credit card or PayPal account on that secure site.
Those who want to purchase by check will have a limited
selection as the stock of printed books dwindles; that order
form is available on the Books webpage stclair-ilgs.org/
books and is also available on page 37 of this newsletter
issue.
We have not yet devised a way to purchase back issues of
the Quarterly online, unfortunately, and so these must be
purchased by check. However, volumes for some years are
free on the Member website and more will be available in
the coming months.

Keep up the good work. I am looking forward to someday getting through all the online research the organization provides to its members."
More and more of you are viewing recent lectures posted
on the Member website under the Classroom topic
"Virtual Presentations." As of mid-April, the Probate lecture was viewed 21 times; and the Brick Wall video 25
times. Delay not! SCCGS's Zoom account is limited by
cloud storage, so an ever-changing three to four lectures
are available. Visit often.
In closing, I would like to thank the Board most sincerely
for all they have accomplished these past months. You all
have truly given generously of your time and interest in
making SCCGS stand out among other societies. And to
you, fellow members, thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm as I hand over the presidential reins
to Samantha Bailey on May 19.
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We are always so appreciative of members who take the
time to answer questions posed in the Newsletter. Last
month we asked whether or not SCCGS provides enough
value for the dues paid. I quote here the email received this
past month from member Barbara, "YES. YES. YES. Where
can you go for less than $3.00 a month? I am a new member
and a beginner at genealogy. I love the Zoom sessions and
all the speakers to date have been very informative. I am
from St. Clair County but currently live in Georgia so am
very appreciative that the monthly meetings are via Zoom.

(as of June 1, 2021)
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About SCCGS

Upcoming Speakers At Monthly Meeting
Monthly meetings are now presented via the Zoom app and scheduled by
the 1st Vice President. Topics focus on St. Clair County, its records, and
general research tools and techniques. Please email your ideas for monthly
meet ing present at ions inc lu ding c onta ct inf ormat ion
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org, attention Jerome at (256) 656-9917.
Please check the SCCGS website or our Facebook page for last-minute
updates and Zoom links!
https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/
June 3, 2021 - Belleville Famous Houses: Gustav Koerner’s and Glen
Addie
Jack LeChien, presenter, became interested in local history and local
government during an 18-year career as a news director and reporter for
WIBV radio. He served as Belleville’s 7th Ward Alderman for five years and
has co-chaired the Gustave Koerner House Committee for the past 20 years.
He is active in the St. Clair County Historical Society for which he writes
lengthy articles in that Society’s annual The Journal and short stories in its
monthly newsletter.
Zoom link to register for meeting:
h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJMvduqqqDwiHdMejY2OySbEKOlO1CgOcc9i
July 1, 2021 - TBA
August 5, 2021 - Building a Family to Find a German Village Using U.S.
Records
Carol Wright Whitton, CG® specializes in German
genealogical research. She is the current projects director for
the St. Louis Genealogical Society, and a graduate of German
Research SLIG, the Genealogical Institute on Federal
Records, and the Virginia Institute of Genealogical Research.
Zoom link to register for meeting:
h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJwvfuCupzMoE9yFN0Gxfwdb446nHkBEKHcR

Belleville Public Library and Archivist:
121 East Washington St
Belleville, IL 62220
(618) 234-0441

Archivist/Reference Supervisor: Anna Kimball
Requests: archives@bellevillepubliclibrary.org

1. SCCGS Board Meetings
The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke
Community House six times per year.

2. SCCGS Officers and Chairmen
President: Diane Walsh
1st Vice President: Jerome Oelrich
2nd Vice President: Paul Muskopf
Secretary: Johanna Smith
Treasurer: Susan Bohm
Parliamentarian: Samantha Bailey
Education Chairman: Carol Dawson
Cemetery Chairman: Vacant
Publicity Chairman: Janice Carlson
Membership Chairman: Liz Brown
Quarterly Editor: Gloria Williams
Newsletter Editor: Terry Klingemann

3. Newsletter Deadlines
The last Friday of each month is the deadline
for next month. For best results, copy-andpaste your info into an e-mail, and send to the
editor at the e-mail address below.

4. General Membership Information
Purpose: SCCGS was organized in 1977 with
the following purposes in mind:



to preserve and perpetuate ancestral records for
educational and historical purposes;



to encourage the study of family history and to
teach methods of genealogical research;




to promote genealogical publications; and

to publish and circulate literature relative to the
purposes and acquisitions of the Society.
•Meetings are held the first Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. (all meetings are virtual
using Zoom, a web-based video conferencing
tool) with feature programs of genealogical
interest that are free and open to the public.
Guests are always welcome.
•Quarterly: Four issues per year, indexed.
•Newsletter: Ten issues per year, with free
queries for members.
•Publications: A complete list of our
publications is available on our website:
https://stclair-ilgs.org.
•Acquisitions: Housed at the Belleville Public
Library for use by Society members and the
general public. Recent additions are published
in the Quarterly as a service to members.

Have a Question?
Please send your e-mails to:
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Please type in the Subject Line:
Attn: (Name of the Committee)
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Membership Report by Liz Brown
For a complete list of surnames our current members
are researching, please visit the following webpage
https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/.

New Members
DALBY, Michael
HAMILTON, Suzanne
McALISTER, Lynn
POTTINGER MST, Hardy
SAFRIET, Pamela
ZASHIN, Mary M.

Life Members
See “A Leaf Has Fallen” on this page.

Change of Address
None to Report

Renewing Members
BLAND, (Carol); BUDDE, (Tom); GANSMANN JR.,
(Roger W.); HACKMANN, (John); HILTON, (Greg);
KOLUCH, (Hilda); LYONS, (Emily Bauman); MORRIS,
(Judith L. Garland); SEIKEL, (Michael)

Membership Totals 2021
FEB

CHANGE

MAR

225

11

236

New

21

4

25

Life

50

0

50

Honorary

1

0

1

Ex & Dn

21

0

21

318

15

333

Totals 2021

Mary Jane Strickland
(1944 - 2021)
Mary Jane Strickland of Ironton, MO
passed away March 6, 2021 in St. Louis, MO at the age of 77 years, 17 days.
She was born February 18, 1944 in
Bonne Terre, MO. A daughter of the late John William
and Elmira Jane (O'Dell) Glore.
She was united in marriage to Richard Strickland who
survives. To this union two daughters were born who
preceded her in death.

Reinstated Members

Renew 2021

A Leaf Has Fallen - In Memory Of

She and her husband were founding members of the St.
Clair County Genealogical Society, and became Life
Members. Her husband Richard wrote, “As I sit here
thinking of the founding of the Society I reflect on when
Jane and I decided to form the Society. Jane said, ‘Let’s
find out how many people would like to join us in forming the Society.’ By the time we all got together there
were 18 persons who met at our home in Signal Hill. So,
Jane and I have a title from 44 years ago: Jane, cofounder;
Dick, founder, 1977. And Jane commented recently, 'It is
still functioning in good standing.’”

Interment was held at St. Francois Memorial Park, Bonne
Terre, Missouri.

Marion E. Ruth
(1929 - 2021)
Marion E. Ruth, 91, of Lebanon, IL, died
Thursday, April 15, 2021 at Lebanon Care
Center, Lebanon, Illinois.
She was born Oct. 26, 1929, in Mascoutah Township, to
Henry and Frieda (Nee Baer) Ruth. She is survived by
many cousins.
Marion joined the Society June 6, 1985, and was a very
active member for many years, serving as Treasurer in
1992.
Marion was the first elected official to fulfill her duties
strictly as a long-distance Board member, even in the
days before widespread internet usage. And it worked.
Interment was held at Summerfield Cemetery, Summerfield, Illinois.
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Belleville Public Library

Planning Your Field Research

The library is currently open, Monday - Thursday 9:3012:30. After 12:30 and on Friday and Saturday we are
appointment only. I expect our hours to expand some
more before June, but I do not have official word on
what those hours will be.

With many Americans fully vaccinated, I expect more libraries, courthouses, and historical societies will be open
this summer where genealogists may continue work on
their family histories. Thinking ahead and making a research
plan will help utilize precious research time. Genealogy Standards Second Edition, Chapter 3, gives us the ten standards for
researching. We begin with having a plan for gathering information.

submitted by Anna Kimball

We have a new genealogy database that will be live on
our website soon. Heritage Hub: the premier collection
of U.S. obituaries and death notices for in-depth genealogical research from 1824 – today. Heritage Hub helps
you easily identify relatives, uncover new information,
and potentially unknown family members. Includes
deep coverage from all 50 states, hard-to-find content
from the mid-1900s, and original obituary images.
(The information above was given to SCCGS on April
20, 2021. Please contact the Belleville Public Library for
any changes at 618-234-0441).

Query
Looking for a John Bichmann d. bef. 1860 census.
Married 08 July 1851 in St. Clair County to Eva Blume b.
Bavaria @ 1815 d. Belleville aft. 1880 census
Eva's maiden name is unknown; Blum/Blume is her married name from previous marriage.
Looking for burial info and dates if possible.
Thank you,
Christine Blum Wasilewski
mckan@sbcglobal.net
Query is a service provided free for members, and
only $5.00 for non-members. When submitting a
query, please be sure to include a date (even an
approximate date) and a specific location. Be sure
your name and (postal and/or e-mail) address are on
each query, and mail it to: Query Editor, SCCGS,
P.O. Box 431, Belleville, IL 62222-0431, online at
www.members.stclair-ilgs.org, or e-mail it directly
to the Newsletter Editor at sccgsoffice@stclairilgs.org. Please copy and paste your query or type it
directly into the body of your e-mail.
Queries are published in the SCCGS NEWSLETTER
and QUARTERLY as space permits. Queries should
be 50 words or less in length. The Society reserves
the right to edit or reject queries.

by Sharon Blaine

Knowing our resources allows us to determine what information we are likely to uncover. Having established our research questions steers us in the right direction, although
we are always open for serendipity! From the glossary in
Genealogy Standards: “research question -- A question that
research aims to answer; in genealogy a focused question
that seeks unknown information about a specific person
and that helps frame research scope, lead to relevant information, and identify evidence.”
My research question for this summer is, “Did Hiram A.
Sherman serve in the Civil War?” I have exhausted all resources known to me. All I have is a photograph of H.A.
Sherman with what appears to be a G.A.R. ribbon pinned to
his lapel. The G.A.R. National Headquarters in Springfield,
Illinois directed me to the Kansas Historical Society. A
phone call in 2019 to the Kansas Historical Society directed
me to a book and page number in the G.A.R. history of Ottawa, Kansas that is available in their archives. I would need
to visit in person to learn more, since these records are not
digitized. I did not know in 2019 it would be two years before I could get back to my question. I am so glad I kept
notes. Once I answer this question, I’m certain to have many
more!

History Books for Sale
First come, first serve (we will check postmarks): St. Clair
County History Volume II. Three (3) new books at $60.00 each.
One (1) used copy at $40.00. Postage paid. Mail your check
payable to St. Clair County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box
431, Belleville, IL 62222-0431.

Member Website News
Virtual presentations are now on the Member website up to four (4) months after the program debut.
To locate these, log in the member site, scroll down
the right margin to the Classroom topic and click Virtual Presentations. Thank you, Zoom team, for all
your efforts.
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Exhibit Opens at Mercantile Library compiled by Mary Parker
My late husband and I enjoyed the Mercantile Library
when we researched Captain John Mason Converse, his
great-great-grandfather, and the steamboats, J. M. White No.
1 and the Colonel Crossman. At that time, the library was in
downtown St. Louis, but today it is a branch of the Thomas
Jefferson Library, University of Missouri St. Louis, where
you can enjoy an interesting special exhibit about the library’s rare holdings. I recently attended a tour and was
pleasantly overwhelmed by the volume and breadth of the
exhibit’s artifacts and their well-designed presentation. My
hope is to soon have a return visit to enjoy more of the rare
artifacts and supplemental information.
The following information was gleaned from the Mercantile website.
About the Library:
Established in 1846 by civic leaders and philanthropists,
the Mercantile exists today as a vibrant community and
cultural asset. It is the oldest library west of the Mississippi and the grandparent of St. Louis cultural institutions.
The task of the Mercantile Library as a research library is
to make its collections, which have come to concentrate on
Western Expansion and the history, development, and
growth of the St. Louis region and of the American rail and
river transportation experiences, available to the widest
number of local and national users.
About the Exhibit:
A Nation, A City, & Its First Library: Americana as a Way of Life at
the St. Louis Mercantile Library for 175 Years

Through eight galleries and intertwined chapters, the
Library presents its most treasured collections on Native
Americans; on the 1840s era of our founding; on first and
significant American history printings, especially those
printed west of the Mississippi for the first time, such as
the first book, newspaper, almanac, sheet music, map,
atlas, poetry, novel, play, and many other items printed in
St. Louis and elsewhere; on American narratives and activities — from rail, river, and fur trade history, to individual achievements on the national level, to the struggle
for freedom — in our city of St. Louis, and often intersecting with the history and collecting interests of the
Mercantile Library; on art of Missouri in the collection;
on manuscript collections—in short, an examination of
the core collections which have made the Mercantile a
well-used and needed national and local historical resource from its beginnings, when it opened its doors to a
frontier metropolis on April 9, 1846. The Library celebrates its venerable role as the oldest cultural institution
in St. Louis and one of the first cultural institutions chartered by the state of Missouri.
Details:
Walk-in visitors are limited to ten people per group.
Small group tours are available by appointment only,
with a four people-per-group limit. Before visiting, be
sure to call or email to obtain details and access information. Prior arrangements are required to schedule a
tour.
Phone: 314-516-7248 / Email: MercantileLibrary@umsl.edu / Event website: http://umsl.edu/
mercantile/events-and-exhibitions/index.html.

1914 County Map Donated

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society, through the generosity
of its member, Josephine "Jody" Moeller, presented this 1914 topographical map of St. Clair County to the Belleville Public Library.
Created by the U.S. Geological Survey, contour brown lines on
the map depict the shape of the hills, plains, and valleys. Roads,
bridges, lakes, rivers, streams, and other man-made features are
also shown. From left: Liz Brown (Membership); Susan Bohm
(Treasurer); Library Director, Leander "Lee" Spearman; and Reference Supervisor, Anna Kimball.
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Coming Soon: 1950 Census

Save The Date

The 72-year release plan allows for the release of this newest census in April 2022.

The Society for German Genealogy in Eastern Europe
(SGGEE) is hosting a virtual convention this year!

What can you expect to see on the census?

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 18-19, 2021

1. Name of street, avenue, or road where the household is

Do you have German ancestors from Eastern Europe?
Do you want to FIND YOUR STORY?
Then this is where you should be!

located
2. Home or apartment number
3. Serial number of dwelling unit
4. Is this house on a farm (or ranch)?
5. If no, is this house on a place of three or more acres?
6. Corresponding agriculture questionnaire number
7. Name
8. Relationship to head
9. Race
10. Sex
11. How old was this person on his last birthday?
12. Is this person now married, widowed, divorced, separated, or never married?
 Enumerators were to enter "Mar" for married, "Wd" for
widowed, "D" for divorced, "Sep" for separated, or "Nev"
for never married
13. What state or country was the person born in?
14. If foreign born, is the person naturalized?

For persons 14 years of age and over:
15. What was this person doing most of last week - working, keeping house, or something else?
 Enumerators were to record "Wk" for working, "H" for
keeping house, "U" for unable to work, or "Ot" for other
16. If the person was "keeping house" or "something else"
in question 15, did the person do any work at all last week,
not counting work around the house? (Including work-for
-pay, in his own business, working on a farm, or unpaid
family work)
17. If the person answered "no" to question 16, was he
looking for work?
18. If the person answered "no" to question 17, even if he
didn't work last week, does he have a job or business?
19. If the person was working, how many hours did he or
she work in the last week?
20. a. What kind of work does the person do?
b. What kind of business or industry is the person in?
c. Class of worker the person is.
 Enumerators were to mark "P" for private employment,
"G" for government employment, "O" for own business,
or "NP" for working without pay.
To see more supplemental questions, visit https://
www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/
index_of_questions/1950_population.html.

Watch for details and updates on the website sggee.org
and on Facebook: SGGEE.

Quote of the Month
The limbs that move, the eyes that see,
These are not entirely me;
Dead men and women helped to shape
The mold which I do not escape;
The words I speak, my written line,
These are not uniquely mine.
For in my heart and in my will
Old ancestors are warring still,
Celt, Roman, Saxon, and all the dead
From whose rich blood my veins are fed,
In aspect, gesture, voices, tone,
Flesh of my flesh, bone of my bone;
In fields they tilled I plow the sod,
I walk the mountain paths they trod;
And round my daily steps arise
The good and bad of those I comprise.

- Richard Rolle, English Author

Returned Mail Policy
Members shall reimburse the Society for postage it
paid for returned regular publications that are to be
re-mailed plus the cost of re-mailing.
Newsletters will not be re-mailed since these are on
the member website. The Quarterly will be held for
one month and then returned to the general
circulation.
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Publications Order Form

P. O. Box 431
Belleville, Illinois 62222-0431
E-mail: sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Like Us! www.facebook.com/sccgs

Address Service Requested

SCCGS Monthly Meetings

SCCGS Board Meeting

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the month at
7:00 p.m., and all meetings are virtual using Zoom, a web
-based video conferencing tool. See the Upcoming
Speakers column in this newsletter to register.

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society will be holding their next Board meeting on July 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held by teleconference.

We’re always looking for good speakers on genealogical
topics. Let Jerome know if you can recommend any
speakers who would be interested, or if you can speak on
a topic of interest to our Society. Thanks!
For more information, please contact:
Jerome Oelrich, (sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org Subject
Line: 1st Vice President).

Perhaps you are considering the possibility of volunteerism with the SCCGS. In addition to attending regular
monthly meetings, another way to become more familiar
with the Society and its important work is to attend a
board meeting to see how the SCCGS operates behind
the scenes. While members who attend are not allowed
to cast votes on issues, the board welcomes members to
voice their opinions on topics of discussion.

Contents © 2021 by the St. Clair County Genealogical Society. All rights are reserved. Republishing of articles in this
newsletter requires authorization from the author or authors, or from the SCCGS. Contact the SCCGS by e-mail at
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.
All other information may be reprinted in other newsletters without further permission provided attribution is noted
as follows: SCCGS Newsletter, 44:5 (June, 2021).

