President’s Message by Diane Walsh, President
Greetings, Members.
Spring brings flowers and showers, and
SCCGS has received showers of its own in
the form of donations. Some arrived with
membership renewals, one is a businessmatched monthly donation and at least
three were given for particular research advice. Donors are:
Esther Burke, Patricia Gee, Anita Kopff, Kenneth
Reichert, Carol Schlueter, Michelle Weiss, and the Your
Cause and Benevity matching donors are Kim Lunte and
Laura Brickey, respectively. These surprises boost not only
our revenue but also the morale of tireless project and committee volunteers. On behalf of SCCGS, thank you for your
generosity and good will toward the Society.
We are pleased to share the Audit Committee Report stating the financial ledgers with supporting statements of income and expenditures fairly represent the financial position of the St. Clair County Genealogical Society for the
year 2020. Thank you to Laura Steiner and Paul Muskopf
for completing this time-consuming but necessary task.
The Bylaws committee continues to make progress on its
revisions during weekly virtual sessions. After Board review each member will receive a copy of the proposed revision and the current Bylaws. We encourage each of you to
review the documents before voting later this year on this
governing document of the Society.
Our next Board meeting is May 19 during which several
financial decisions will be made. High-value member benefits include the Newsletter, Quarterly, and access to digitized newspapers and vital record indexes on the member
website. The budget published in the March Newsletter
outlines fixed fees (marked with an asterisk) that our
membership dollars also cover. The Publications Digital
Plan adopted this January calls for the Quarterly to be
available digitally with membership in 2022, or for an added $10.00 a mailed printed copy may be requested. We anticipate more members will "go green" by choosing a digital
version in support of this decision. The Board is interested
in your opinion. Does SCCGS offer enough value for the

dues paid? Please share your comments by mail or email
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.
The presidential reins will be turned over to Parliamentarian Samantha Bailey in May when she will have fulfilled the bylaws eligibility requirement for President of
serving on the Board for one year. Samantha also serves
on the Quarterly and Bylaws committees.
On another note, I've learned of two "new" resources we
genealogists use by listening to "Finding Ancestors in the
Land of Lincoln," presented by Illinois State Archives (ISA)
Director, Dr. Dave Joens. This free webinar and link are
provided courtesy of the Illinois State Genealogical Society at https://ilgensoc.org/, just click to register for immediate access. What were the two resources? "Within
months," we're told, the ISA will add 20 years to the
online death index, extending coverage to 1970. The second discusses the avenue by which an institutionalized
ancestor's records preserved at the ISA might be obtained. These records are permanently closed to public
(Continued on Page 26)
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About SCCGS

Upcoming Speakers At Monthly Meeting
Monthly meetings are now presented via the Zoom app and scheduled by
the 1st Vice President. Topics focus on St. Clair County, its records, and
general research tools and techniques. Please email your ideas for monthly
meet ing present at ions inc lu ding c onta ct inf ormat ion
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org, attention Jerome at (256) 656-9917.
Please check the SCCGS website or our Facebook page for last-minute
updates and Zoom links!
https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/
May 6, 2021 - Interesting and Amusing Documents in the Missouri
Historical Society Collections
Dennis Northcutt is a native St. Louisan who has been on
the staff of the Missouri Historical Society library and
archives since 1989. He compiled numerous guides to the
society’s manuscript collections, including an inventory
of the extensive Civil War holdings. He is the creator of
the Genealogy and Local History Index, an ever-growing
index that provides access to genealogical sources in the library and archives.
He frequently gives presentations on genealogy, house history, and other
topics.
Zoom link to register for meeting:
h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJUpfuytrzItG9ICp52KM8gGxBjsZTzaG3iX

Query
Looking for information of students who attended Turkey Hill School, a one
-room schoolhouse on Old Freeburg Road, Belleville. My brothers attended
1953-1954, James and Jerry Davis.
Please contact Gloria Williams at gwillaw@msn.com, thank you.
This is a service provided free for members, and only $5.00 for nonmembers. When submitting a query, please be sure to include a date
(even an approximate date) and a specific location. Be sure your name
and (postal and/or e-mail) address are on each query, and mail it to:
Query Editor, SCCGS, P.O. Box 431, Belleville, IL 62222-0431, online at
www.members.stclair-ilgs.org, or e-mail it directly to the Newsletter
Editor at sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org. Please copy and paste your query
or type it directly into the body of your e-mail.

Belleville Public Library and Archivist:
121 East Washington St
Belleville, IL 62220
(618) 234-0441

Archivist/Reference Supervisor: Anna Kimball
Requests: archives@bellevillepubliclibrary.org

1. SCCGS Board Meetings
The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke
Community House six times per year.

2. SCCGS Officers and Chairmen
President: Diane Walsh
1st Vice President: Jerome Oelrich
2nd Vice President: Paul Muskopf
Secretary: Johanna Smith
Treasurer: Susan Bohm
Parliamentarian: Samantha Bailey
Education Chairman: Carol Dawson
Cemetery Chairman: Vacant
Publicity Chairman: Janice Carlson
Membership Chairman: Liz Brown
Quarterly Editor: Gloria Williams
Newsletter Editor: Terry Klingemann

3. Newsletter Deadlines
The last Friday of each month is the deadline
for next month. For best results, copy-andpaste your info into an e-mail, and send to the
editor at the e-mail address below.

4. General Membership Information
Purpose: SCCGS was organized in 1977 with
the following purposes in mind:



to preserve and perpetuate ancestral records for
educational and historical purposes;



to encourage the study of family history and to
teach methods of genealogical research;




to promote genealogical publications; and

to publish and circulate literature relative to the
purposes and acquisitions of the Society.
•Meetings are held the first Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. (all meetings are virtual
using Zoom, a web-based video conferencing
tool) with feature programs of genealogical
interest that are free and open to the public.
Guests are always welcome.
•Quarterly: Four issues per year, indexed.
•Newsletter: Ten issues per year, with free
queries for members.
•Publications: A complete list of our
publications is available on our website:
https://stclair-ilgs.org.
•Acquisitions: Housed at the Belleville Public
Library for use by Society members and the
general public. Recent additions are published
in the Quarterly as a service to members.

Have a Question?
Please send your e-mails to:
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Please type in the Subject Line:
Attn: (Name of the Committee)
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Membership Report by Liz Brown
For a complete list of surnames our current members
are researching, please visit the following webpage
https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/.

New Members
DI CERBO, Ellen
JOHNSON, Jayne
RICHARDSON, Cynthia
RICHWALSKI, Kathleen
WAINWRIGHT, Mike

William J. Jacobus
(1929 – 2021)
SSGT William Joseph Jacobus Ret, 92, of
Belleville, IL, born Thursday, January 10,
1929, in East St. Louis, Illinois, passed
away Thursday, March 18, 2021 at his residence in Belleville, Illinois.
He was a member of St. Peters Cathedral Church in Belleville, Millstadt and Belleville Sister Cities organizations,
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Colonel Friedrich Hecker Camp #443, and a Founding Member of the
St. Clair County Genealogical Society. Since 1977, Bill was
a Life member of the Society and served as the first Publicity Chair in 1977. He served tirelessly on the Publication Management and Distribution Committee hauling
Quarterlies and books to the post office. At any meeting
or event Bill was a mainstay setting up the meeting room
for lectures and the Publications for Sale display, while
greeting and welcoming attendees. Bill often suggested
new ways to raise funds to the Board. He was a Veteran of
the U.S. Army and honorably served in the Korean War.

Reinstated Members
BURKE, Esther
MORRISON, Samuel

Life Members
See “A Leaf Has Fallen” on this page.

Change of Address
None to Report

Renewing Members
BOSSLER, (Linda); GOODE, (Karen); HARRIS, Reanold);
HOLTOM, (Kimbrely); KAISER, (Gerold); KOPFF,
(Anita); LOBSTEIN, (Cathy); MATHIS, (Michael E.);
MENSINGER, (Dennis); RAY, (Diane); SCHLUETER,
(Carol A.); VINING, (Rebecca Lynn); WEISS, (Michele)

Membership Totals 2021
FEB

CHANGE

MAR

Renew 2021

210

15

225

New

16

5

21

Life

51

(-1)

50

Honorary

1

0

1

Ex & Dn

21

0

21

299

19

318

Totals 2021

A Leaf Has Fallen - In Memory Of

Interment was held at Holy Cross Cemetery, Fairview
Heights, IL.

Donald G. Anna
(1934 - 2021)
Donald G. Anna, lovingly known as
Buck, passed away peacefully on February 24, 2021 at the age of 86. He was
born and grew up in Belleville, IL and
was the 7th son of Peter F. and Olivia Ettling Anna. He
met his loving wife in 1956 and they married in 1957. He
joined the Air Force shortly thereafter and served for four
years. After leaving the service, he re-entered the University of Missouri and received his bachelor’s degree in
Electrical Engineering. After graduation, he moved his
family to Maryland in 1963 and started his career with
Westinghouse. Eventually, he joined NASA where he
worked for 28 years. He worked on many projects to include the Challenger and the Earth Orbiting Satellites
(EOS) programs and received numerous awards. He retired from NASA in 1994. He was a member of the St.
Clair County Genealogical Society since 2000.
He enjoyed spending time with his family and watching
his grandchildren and great grandchildren’s activities.
Buck will always be remembered for his great smile and
laugh.
The Video of the Funeral was live streamed for the public
at: https://www.facebook.com/barrancofuneralhome/.
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Terms for Genealogists

inspection and have further exclusions. Joens recommends contacting the Illinois Department of Human
Services Division of Mental Health (312) 814-4771 for
help with the court order and obtaining the records.
What records does the ISA have? Begin at the ISA's
webpage https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/
departments/archives/home.html, click Descriptive Guide
to the Holdings of the ISA, then try these search terms for
example, Jacksonville; East Moline; or Lincoln Developmental Center.

Some terms are specific to genealogy. When I came across
the word, ahnentafel, in my readings I opened up Genealogy
Standards Second Edition for a definition.

by Diane Walsh, President (cont.)

Virtual National Genealogical Society
2021 Family History Conference:
May 17-21
The Virtual NGS conference includes three fee-based
levels of participation, with maximum participation including:
 SLAM! Idea Showcase May 18
 NGS 2021 Live! May 19-20
 NGS 2021 Live! On-Demand view June 15 (19 ses-

sions) *

 Forty NGS 2021 On-Demand! Sessions (Choose from

85+ sessions, view June 15 )

 Sponsored Bonus Sessions (available on-demand June

15 )
 NGS 2021 Virtual Conference Syllabus

Skillbuilding Lecture Track: NGS proudly announced
the co-sponsored NGS and Board for Certification of
Genealogists (BCG) Skillbuilding track as part of NGS
2021 Live! and On-Demand! Sessions. These lectures are
designed to improve research techniques and are targeted to enhance intermediate and advanced skill levels,
though all skill levels are welcome. Example lectures
include: Building a Case with Scant Evidence by Thomas W.
Jones, PhD, CG, FASG, FUGA, FNGS; Extending DNA
Evidence: More is Better by Patti Lee Hobbs, CG; Negative
Evidence & Negative Findings: Appraising the Significance of
Missing Information by Elizabeth Shown Mills, CG, CGL,
FASG, FNGS, FUGA; May I Please Have Your Permission?
Using the Work of Others by Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL;
and others
To learn more about Virtual NGS 2021 events, May 17–
21, visit the conference website and download a copy of
the program brochure.
conference website

program brochure

by Sharon Blaine

I read, “ahnentafel - A genealogical numbering system in
which a compiler assigns number 1 to a subject, 2 to the subject’s father, 3 to a subject’s mother, and continues by using
double each person’s number for that person’s father and
double the person’s number plus 1 for that person’s mother.”
I needed more explanation so I referenced What Did They
Mean By That? a Dictionary of Historical Terms for Genealogists by
Paul Drake J.D., which states, “ahnentafel: (Ger., ancestor
chart or table) a genealogical numbering system which traces the ancestry of an individual back in time, assigning that
individual the number 1. The relationship and sex of any of
the individual’s ancestors maybe determined, since the
number of the father is always twice that of the child (thus,
always even), and the number of the mother is always twice
that of the child, plus one (thus always odd).”
Still wanting more information I researched this term on the
internet in Wikipedia. Lots of explanation; 14 pages with
examples and pictures! “An ahnentafel (German for
“ancestor table”) is a genealogical numbering system for listing a person’s direct ancestors in a fixed sequence of ascent.”
Knowing how to read an ahnentafel chart is an essential
skill that every genealogist needs.

Be a Pro and Get Organized
submitted by Mary W. Parker

9 Habits of Highly Organized Genealogists
(familytreemagazine.com)
This article gets it. The author knows that “…organization
isn’t a one-way-fits-everyone kind of deal—the system and
tools best for you depend on how your brain works.” That
said, every researcher needs to find what works. Try the
URL above for a bit of inspiration on your research organization quest. Be sure to check the Related Reads at the end of
the article for more organizing tips to become a pro.

Member Website News
Virtual presentations are now on the Member website up to four (4) months after the program debute.
To locate these, log in the member site, scroll down
the right margin to the Classroom topic and click Virtual Presentations. Thank you, Zoom team, for all
your efforts.
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Is Genealogy Easy or Hard or Just Complex? by James Tanner
Whether or not you think genealogy is easy or hard depends heavily on your background, experience, and interests. Genealogy involves using a tremendous amount of
very detailed and specific information. In the online, commercial genealogy media, for some inexplicable reason, genealogical pursuits are often depicted as fun and easy.
Many times the images that accompany genealogy websites
show what appear to be families with very young children
or younger, obviously well-to-do couples or individuals
who would appear out of place in an archive or library surrounded by stacks of books. In addition, there is presently
a proliferation of family activities that are intended to help
children become "interested" in their family history and
turn them into budding genealogists as they grow older.
To provide my reference point, I am not a good example of
growing up with any kind of genealogical support or connections. During my childhood, I was not particularly involved with anyone outside of my immediate, core family;
my parents, brothers, and sisters. None of my close family
members were involved in genealogical research. I did not
become interested in genealogy until I was in my mid-30s
and even today, I am unaware of any of my close family
members that are at all interested in genealogy or family
history excluding my own children.
Genealogy can be viewed as a hobby or pastime. It can also
be viewed as an academic professional pursuit. Can you
imagine developing "fun and easy" legal activities to promote the idea that your children grow up to be lawyers?
Unfortunately, the number of real, monetary rewarding
jobs available to full-time genealogists is extremely restricted. Hypothetically, if we were to believe that genealogical research has some cultural or social benefit, it could
be promoted along with entering the economy as social
workers or counselors of all kinds.
I am guessing that everyone who eventually begins doing
genealogical research has their own personal reasons for
developing enough of an interest to actually start learning
how to do genealogical research. From my own experience,
I know that only a vanishingly small percentage of the people in the world have a background that enables them to
pursue a serious involvement in genealogical research. Further, as a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, I firmly believe that seeking out our kindred
dead is an important part of our religious observance.
See Vicarious Work. In essence, this is the only motivation
that I personally need to be involved.
The reality of genealogical research is that it is a difficult
and complex pursuit that is most closely related to other
serious historical research. Successful and validated genea-

logical research involves an extensive knowledge of history, geography, languages, and such specialized areas
such as DNA and paleography. Yes, genealogical research
involved complexity on many levels. I might also note
again, that there are very few of us who are in any way
monetarily supported by our involvement in genealogy.
First, genealogical research is complex due to the sheer
number of your ancestors. No matter how much work
you do, every person you add to your own family tree increases the potential number of your relatives exponentially. The number of supporting documents needed also
increases exponentially. Out of a sense of survival, many
genealogists end up working on one or two family lines
or even focusing on an individual family. However, genealogical research is also complex due to the concepts involved. As I have often noted, I would not be interested
in doing genealogical research if it wasn't difficult and
challenging.
If you have been confronted by the difficulty of educating
your children during a pandemic, can you reasonably believe that children want to look forward to a future that
involves day after day sitting in a library or archive doing
research in old records or spending endless hours online
looking through the same types of records? How do you
sugar-coat the reality of genealogical research?
Now, what about people like me? I started doing research in libraries when I was about eight years old
mostly by myself. How many people really envision their
children sitting in a library all day or reading all day or
staying up all night reading and learning? The key here is
that there are people like me that are compulsive researchers. We do not need to be told what to do, we
learn what we need to learn and we will do research
about our families or anyone else's family as long as we
can function. This is a passion, not a job. It is not taught,
it is inherent. All I ask is that people don't try to prevent
me from doing my research. If, as has happened, that
some of my children also enjoy doing research, then that
was not something that they decided to do because of a
fun game we played or a particular family activity.
Hopefully, the large genealogy organizations and companies will begin to recognize that it is the core genealogists who are their most ardent supporters and that enabling us to do our work is the best way to ensure that
people will in the future, become genealogists.
This article was published on the Genealogy’s Star Facebook page
on March 24, 2021. It is republished in the SCCGS Newsletter by
permission from James Tanner at Genealogy’s Star.
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Conferences and Events posted by the Illinois State Genealogical Society

Conferences
May 7-8, 2021 - VIRTUAL, 2021 Heartland Family History Conference, Billie Stone Fogarty, Debra Dudek, Janis
Minor Forte, and others. https://heartlandfhc.org/
program/
May 17-21, 2021 - VIRTUAL, NGS 2021 Family History
Conference, Deep Roots of a Nation, with 3 new events for
society members: May 17th - Kickoff Workshop May for
society delegates, May 18th - SLAM! Idea Showcase submitted by Societies, Libraries, Archives, & Museums, &
May 21st - Focus on Societies for leaders and volunteers –
in addition to 2-day conference (NGS 2021 Live!), and 85
on-demand sessions. Early Bird registration before March
15, 2021. https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/registrationpackages/
Jun 4-5, 2021 - VIRTUAL, SCGS Genetic Genealogy 2021,
The Genes in Your Family. https://genealogyjamboree.com
Jun 11/12, 2021 - VIRTUAL, SCGS Jamboree 2021, The
Stars in Your Family. https:// genealogyjamboree.com

Events
May 1, 2021 - 10 a.m., Northwest Suburban Genealogical
Society, DNA Doubleheader: The Structure of DNA and
the Commercially Available Kits: Best Practices Part 1,
Michelle Bray Wilson. https://nwsgenealogy.org/meeting/
May 8, 2021 - 1 p.m., North Suburban Genealogical Society, Northbrook Library, Pollack Room, Cyber Sleuthing
Your Family Tree, Tina Beaird.
https://nsgsil.wildapricot.org/page-968347
May 13, 2021 - VIRTUAL 7 p.m., McHenry County IL Genealogical Society, Voting Records: Genealogy’s Best Kept
Secret, Pam Vestal, https://www.mcigs.org/generalmeetings.html
May 13, 2021 - VIRTUAL 7 p.m., Fox Valley Genealogical
Society, Brick Wall Breakthroughs, Thomas MacEntee.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/1924873636726784272
May 15, 2021 - VIRTUAL, 10:30 a.m., CAGGNI, Technology Our Way, John Stryker, https://caggni.org/event4043601
May 19, 2021 - VIRTUAL, 7 p.m., DuPage County Genealogical Society, DNA Matching & GedMatch, John Hayward. https://dcgs.org

May 22, 2021 - 10 a.m., Swedish American Museum, Swedish Historic Maps and Property Records Online, Robert
Johnson. https://swedishamericanmuseum.org/event/
genealogy-session-online-8/
Jun 3, 2021 - VIRTUAL, 6:30 p.m., Winnebago & Boone
Counties Genealogical Society, The US Census: Population & Special Schedules, Lori Bessler, Email for details:
wbcgensociety@gmail.com
Jun 10, 2021 - VIRTUAL 7 p.m., McHenry County IL Genealogical Society, 40+ Sources for Finding Maiden
Names, Katherine R. Willson. https://www.mcigs.org/
general-meetings.html
Jun 10, 2021 - VIRTUAL 7 p.m., Fox Valley Genealogical
Society, The Genealogical Proof Standard:
Put the Power of GPS to Work!, Alice Hoyt Veen. https://
register.gotowebinar.com/register/8532795583148960016
Jun 12, 2021 - 1 p.m., North Suburban Genealogical Society, Glenview Library, Glenview, IL, Norwegian
Genealogy Research, Sarah Stumme.
https://nsgsil.wildapricot.org/page-968347
Jun 19, 2021 - VIRTUAL, 10:30 a.m., CAGGNI, Local Resources, Sandra Trapp, https://caggni.org/event-4043630

Quote of the Month
Author Unknown
Genealogy Rule #2
When visiting a funeral home,
wear old clothes, no make-up,
and look like you have about a week to live.
The funeral director will give you
anything you ask for if he thinks
you may be a customer soon.

Returned Mail Policy
Members shall reimburse the Society for postage it
paid for returned regular publications that are to be
re-mailed plus the cost of re-mailing.
Newsletters will not be re-mailed since these are on
the member website. The Quarterly will be held for
one month and then returned to the general
circulation.
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Publications Order Form

P. O. Box 431
Belleville, Illinois 62222-0431
E-mail: sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
Like Us! www.facebook.com/sccgs

Address Service Requested

SCCGS Monthly Meetings

SCCGS Board Meeting

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the month at
7:00 p.m., and all meetings are virtual using Zoom, a web
-based video conferencing tool. See the Upcoming
Speakers column in this newsletter to register.

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society will be holding their next Board meeting on May 19, 2021 at 7:00
p.m. The meeting will be held by teleconference.

We’re always looking for good speakers on genealogical
topics. Let Jerome know if you can recommend any
speakers who would be interested, or if you can speak on
a topic of interest to our Society. Thanks!
For more information, please contact:
Jerome Oelrich, (sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org Subject
Line: 1st Vice President).

Perhaps you are considering the possibility of volunteerism with the SCCGS. In addition to attending regular
monthly meetings, another way to become more familiar
with the Society and its important work is to attend a
board meeting to see how the SCCGS operates behind
the scenes. While members who attend are not allowed
to cast votes on issues, the board welcomes members to
voice their opinions on topics of discussion.

Contents © 2021 by the St. Clair County Genealogical Society. All rights are reserved. Republishing of articles in this
newsletter requires authorization from the author or authors, or from the SCCGS. Contact the SCCGS by e-mail at
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.
All other information may be reprinted in other newsletters without further permission provided attribution is noted
as follows: SCCGS Newsletter, 44:4 (May, 2021).

