
ied during the busy holiday season by yet another team: 
Liz Brown, Samantha Bailey, Janice Carlson, Dennis 
Koch, and Kim Lunte. The Board approved the ad hoc 
committee’s recommendations on 20 January 2021, hope-
ful that the changes will keep SCCGS viable, fiscally and 
environmentally responsible, and responsive to increas-
ing digital demands. Two of the items recommended are: 
 

• All bound books will be placed in the online Store for 
purchase with a credit card or PayPal account. Books 
will be offered in digital format (PDF) according to a 
recommended roll-out schedule, beginning with out-
of-stock publications. The “print-by-request” option 
will cease. 

 
(Continued on Page 12) 

Greetings, Members. 
 

Many good things are going on at SCCGS 
through the dedication of your Board 
members who assume special tasks in ad-
dition to their usual duties. 
 

Please welcome Treasurer Susan Bohm 
whose appointment was formally approved by the Board in 
January. Susan’s background in accounting and recent re-
tirement was noted during phone calls made by the Nomi-
nating Committee several months ago. Her biography ap-
pears on page 13. During the holidays, Susan met her prede-
cessor, Denise Schaberg, at the Presi-
dent’s home. Denise handed over all 
relevant materials explaining again 
how reluctant she was that increased 
demands of her full-time job made it 
necessary to resign. We thank Denise 
for devoting any free time she had to 
SCCGS, wish her well, and anticipate 
she will be more active in SCCGS upon 
retirement.  
 

The SCCGS Bylaws (1994) will be reviewed and revised this 
year. The team consists of Samantha Bailey (coordinator), 
Donna Gould, and Mary Parker. The President is an ex-
officio member of all ad hoc committees. Samantha and 
Donna bring many years of bylaws committee experience 
for local businesses in their hometowns and organizations 
at the national level. Mary is one of the proofreaders for the 
Newsletter and will reach her 40th anniversary as an 
SCCGS member in 2022; she held several Board positions 
over the years. The team will present recommendations to 
the Board for further discussion and finalization. Each 
member of SCCGS will have the opportunity to vote on the 
revisions. 
 

The annual audit of our financial records is another behind-
the-scenes task your Board will tackle. Laura Steiner 
(Budget) and Paul Muskopf (2nd VP) have agreed to serve 
on this ad hoc committee. 
 

SCCGS’s publication policies and distribution methods were stud-
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March 4, 2021 - From Seminary to University: 193 Years of History in the 
McKendree Archives 

 

McKendree Archivist Deborah Houk provides a brief history 
of McKendree University, and her job as an archivist versus 
an historian. She covers what types of materials can be found 
in the Archives and how to access them; their digitized 
materials and how to request information from the Archives.  

 

Deborah was born and raised in Belleville. She attended Belleville Area 
College (now Southwestern Illinois College) and transferred to McKendree 
College, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in History. She then attended 
the University of Missouri – Columbia, where she earned a master’s degree in 
Library Science. After working as the librarian at the Belleville News-
Democrat, she started at McKendree in 1996. In 2010, she took over as the 
university’s Archivist in addition to her other job duties.  
 

Zoom link to register for meeting:   
h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
tJAkceigqTwiHNJeRfl3jxNn75EGUDjK4iue  

Monthly meetings are now presented via the Zoom app and scheduled by 
the 1st Vice President. Topics focus on St. Clair County, its records, and 
general research tools and techniques. Please email your ideas for monthly 
meet ing presentat ions including contact information 
to sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org, attention Jerome at (256) 656-9917.  
 

Please check the SCCGS website or our Facebook page for last-minute 
updates and Zoom links! 

https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/  

Upcoming Speakers At Monthly Meeting 

Have a Question? 
 

Please send your e-mails to: 
sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org 
Please type in the Subject Line:   

Attn: (Name of the Committee) 

1.   SCCGS Board Meetings  
The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke 

Community House six times per year. 
 

2.  SCCGS Officers and Chairmen  
President:  Diane Walsh 

1st Vice-President:  Jerome Oelrich  

2nd Vice-President:  Paul Muskopf 

Secretary:  Johanna Smith 

Treasurer:  Susan Bohm  

Parliamentarian:  Samantha Bailey  

Education Chairman:  Carol Dawson 

Cemetery Chairman:  Vacant 

Publicity Chairman:  Janice Carlson 

Membership Chairman:  Liz Brown 

Quarterly Editor:   Gloria Williams 

Newsletter Editor:  Terry Klingemann 
 

3.  Newsletter Deadlines  
The last Friday of each month is the deadline 

for next month.  For best results, copy-and-

paste your info into an e-mail, and send to the 

editor at the e-mail address below. 
 

4.  General Membership Information 
Purpose: SCCGS was organized in 1977 with 

the following purposes in mind: 

 to preserve and perpetuate ancestral records for 

educational and historical purposes; 

 to encourage the study of family history and to 

teach  methods of genealogical research; 

 to promote genealogical publications; and 

 to publish and circulate literature relative to the 

purposes and acquisitions of the Society. 

•Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. (all meetings are virtual 

using Zoom, a web-based video conferencing 

tool) with feature programs of genealogical 

interest that are free and open to the public. 

Guests are always welcome. 

•Quarterly:  Four issues per year, indexed. 

•Newsletter:  Ten issues per year, with free 

queries for members.     

•Publications: A complete list of our 

publications is available on our website:   

https://stclair-ilgs.org. 

•Acquisitions: Housed at the Belleville Public 

Library for use by Society members and the 

general public. Recent additions are published 

in the Quarterly as a service to members. 

About SCCGS 

Belleville Public Library and Archivist: 
121 East Washington St      Archivist/Reference Supervisor:  Anna Kimball  

Belleville, IL  62220   Requests: archives@bellevillepubliclibrary.org  

(618) 234-0441  

History Hub 

The National Archives' History Hub (https://historyhub.history.gov/
welcome) is one avenue open to researchers while the Archives is closed 
during the pandemic. 
 

The Hub posts a wide range of questions and authoritative answers from 
researchers, blog posts, and communities, e.g., American Indian, African 
American, Genealogy, and Military topics. 
 

Login and posting directions are easy to follow and free. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkceigqTwiHNJeRfl3jxNn75EGUDjK4iue
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkceigqTwiHNJeRfl3jxNn75EGUDjK4iue
mailto:sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org
https://www.facebook.com/SCCGS/
https://stclair-ilgs.org
https://historyhub.history.gov/welcome
https://historyhub.history.gov/welcome


 New Members 
 

CAPEHEART, Jeanine 
EDWARDS, Janice 
GRIGOLETTI, Sandra 
HEBERER, Christopher 
HERREN, Susan 
HIRTH, Suzanne 
KOESTERER, Larry 
 

Reinstated Members 
 

DANIELS, Linda J. 
KLIMUT, David 
KRITIS, Lawrence A. 
SCHMITZ, Ralph  
WESTERHOLD, Mary T. 
 

Life Members 
 

2 Life members have resigned due to ill health. 
 

 Change of Address 
 

DESHERLIA, John 
MOELLER, Josephine F.  
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 NOV CHANGE JAN 

Renew 2021 125 74 199 

New  8 7 15 

Life 53 (-2) 51 

Honorary 1 0 1 

Ex & Dn 22 (-1) 21 

Totals 2021 209 78 287 

Membership Totals 2021 

For a complete list of surnames our current members are researching, please visit the following webpage  

https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/. 

Membership Report by Liz Brown 

Returned Mail Policy 
 

Members shall reimburse the Society for postage it 
paid for returned regular publications that are to be 
re-mailed plus the cost of re-mailing. 
   

Newsletters will not be re-mailed since these are on 
the member website.  The Quarterly will be held for 
one month and then returned to the general 
circulation. 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

 Author Unknown 
 

“The genealogist, not wanting to lie about his an-
cestor but not wanting anyone to know the person 

was hanged, wrote, "Grandfather died during a 
public ceremony when the platform on which he 

was standing collapsed beneath him." 

Renewing Members  
 

ACQ. SECTION WISCONSIN HIST. SOC.; BAUER, 
(Mark A.); BERRY, (Dave); BEVIRT, (Joan); BOHM, 
(Susan); BRIEN, (Kimberly); CALLAHAN JR., (Jack); 
CAREY, (Susan); CARLSON, (Janice E.); CHARLE-
VILLE, (Pat); CULLEN, (Nancy); CURRY, (Steve); 
DANIELS, (Linda J.); DAVIS, (Cindy Jo); DAWSON, 
(Carol); DECKER, (Bonnie); FISCHER, (Victoria 
Ottwein); FORST, (Kathryn); FULTON, (John); GAN-
SCHINIETZ, (Susan); GOEDDEL, (Kathy); GRODE-
ON, (Brent); HARRISON, (Perry); HEISKELL, (Jan); 
HICKEY, (Susan); HIRTH, (Suzanne); HISE, (Kenneth); 
HISE, (Mary Patricia); HRANAC, (Maylo); HUETSCH, 
(Mary Ellen); HUNDELT Jr., (William J.); JUBINSKI, 
(James K.); KELLY, (Angela); KERN-HUITE, (Amy R.); 
KIESLING, (Karen); KLINGENHAGEN, (Ann Marie); 
KLOSTERMANN, (Frank B.); KOCH, (Dennis); 
KOESTERER, (Larry); KRAEMER, (Darleen); LUNTE, 
(Kimberly); MARTIN, (Roberta); MAYFIELD, (Stephen 
H.); MAYO, (Dr. Judy); McCLURE, (Scott P.); 
McCOSKER, (Janis); McKEE, (Kathleen); MOULTON, 
(Sylvia); NIEMANN, (Bryon S.); OSLAND, (Judy); 
PATRICK, (Linda S.); PEARSON, (Tom); PERRY, 
(Charles); PFEFFER II, (Walter L.); PRATT, (Karen); 
PROST, (Diane L.); RAITH, (David); RANDLE, (Terry); 
ROTTMANN, (Mary A.); SCHMIECH, (Karen); SENA-
LIK, (Diane); SERIALS DEPT ST LOUIS PUBLIC LI-
BRARY; SHANNON, (William); SHARP, (Monica Ol-
szewski); SMITH, (Janice A.); SPEHN, (Janet K.); 
STEINKOETTER ,  (Susan); STRAUBINGER , 
(Kenneth); TAPIA, (Susan); TAYLOR, (Barbara D.);  
VAN DUSEN, (Judy); WATSON, (Donna); YANCEY, 
(Amanda) 

https://stclair-ilgs.org/collaborate/


I came to the St. Clair County Genealogy Society through 
the generosity of one of your members. In October of 2018, 
my husband and I took a road trip from our home in Kansas 
City, Missouri, to and through Illinois to locate the graves of 
his great-great grandparents. Since we had never traveled to 
Illinois, we decided to visit Moline where his relatives are 
buried and drive on to Springfield. Our loop would take us 
through Altamont and Vandalia, Illinois where some of my 
relatives are buried. 
  

My brother has always been my family’s genealogist. It was 
life changing when he introduced me, via e-mail on 4 Sep-
tember 2018, to my great-great grandfather who served in 
the Civil War. My brother wrote, “I don’t know whether 
you realize this or not, but you truly are a Daughter of a Un-
ion Veteran of the Civil War. Your great-great grandfather, 
Pvt. Liborius Schollmeier, our grandmother Margaret’s 
grandfather on her father’s side, served with Co. K, 149th 
Illinois Infantry. He is buried in St. John the Baptist Ceme-
tery, Smithton, Illinois. Both he and his wife, Mary Christine 
Schaefer are buried there. So, both he and Mary Christine 
are immigrant ancestors of ours. Do you think you will 
swing by?” We did swing by! My first genealogy road trip 
was a success.  
      

After I joined the St. Clair County Genealogy Society, I met 
a member of the Society at the Belleville Public Library who 
spent three hours showing me resources there. When asked 
how I could repay her kindness her answer impressed me, 
“Renew your membership.” I did.    
       

When I received a call from the Society last September, ask-
ing people to take on SCCGS positions, I knew I needed to 
give back and get involved by writing interesting articles for 
the newsletter. I have learned much in the last two years, 
but I know I have much to learn. I am currently studying 
Genealogy Standards to better understand them and the 
whys of citations. I realize we never know when we will 
change someone’s life. Today I talk about my ancestors, 
maybe too much. I share the stories I am learning and invite 
the next generation into the story.  If you have any ideas on 
what you would like me to research and share in the news-
letter, please email me through the SCCGS.  What I lack in 
experience I hope to compensate for with my curiosity and 
enthusiasm.  
 

I hope to hear from you. I am here to serve. 
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Social Security Applications  

President’s Message by Diane Walsh, 
President (cont.) 

• Any new publication will be “born digital” with a 
bound book option available only to those who pre-
pay by a set postmark date. This reduces SCCGS’s 
expenses for stored inventory, much of which is 
printed in anticipation of “promised” purchases. In 
this respect, SCCGS harkens back to its early days 
when pre-publication sales were the norm. 
 

Our virtual monthly meetings on the first Thursday of each 
month have realized double or triple attendance. Up to 
100 people may join these meetings and SCCGS mem-
bers may view the recorded meeting free on the Member 
website for a limited time. 
 

In closing, the Board would like to hear from you. Are 
there activities or benefits SCCGS could offer to attract 
more members? Are you able to recruit a new SCCGS 
member, e.g., a cousin, or someone who posted a St. 
Clair County tree or question on a free or commercial 
website? Let’s all work together to keep SCCGS strong 
and growing. 

A new online ordering system is available to obtain the 
SS-5 Application for a Social Security Number. In most 
instances genealogists would want a copy of the original 
application; the fee is $21.00 payable in advance. Infor-
mation provided by the applicant includes his first, mid-
dle and last name, present mailing address, age at last 
birthday, date and place of birth, full name of father and 
mother (her maiden name), race and color, date and sig-
nature. One of three requirements must be met to fulfill 
your request: 1) if for a living person you must submit 
proof of permission, 2) if for someone deceased, proof of 
death must be submitted, or 3) the request is for some-
one more than 120 years old. For detailed explanations 
of the requirements, how to fill out the forms, and most 
importantly, the difference between a copy of the origi-
nal application and the computer extract (Numident), 
please read Judy G. Russell's article, “Ordering the SS-5: 
2020 style,” The Legal Genealogist (https://
www.legalgenealogist.com/2020/11/16/ordering-the-ss-5
-2020-style/  : posted 16 Nov 2020). 

Member Website News 
  

Virtual presentations are now on the Member website up to four (4) months after the program debuted. To 
locate these, log in the member site, scroll down the right margin to the Classroom topic and click Virtual 
Presentations. Thank you, Zoom team, for all your efforts.  

Ideas For Newsletter? by Sharon Blaine 



For at least a century and a half German heritage in South-
western Illinois has been prevalent, and there is no denying 
that this phenomenon continues today. Because many 
SCCGS members share this heritage at least in part, I hope 
the following short list of resources and explanations 
proves useful in our shared quest to discover and learn 
about our German immigrant ancestors.     
 

1.  Matricula On-Line 
https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/ 
 

This website holds primarily Catholic records, especially 
those of Austria, Poland, and Germany. More records are 
being added every day. 
 

Search Tips: 
- Select in order (1) Country, (2) Diocese, (3) Village, (4) 
Church. 
- Menu can be used in English, but Church records are orig-
inal, German Sutherlin, Gothic, or Latin script. 
- SK Translation provides translation service for a fee (see 
below). 
- The site does not include a print feature, so I use a free 
program "Snip and Catch" to capture a document or part of 
a document for printing and saving.  
 

Below is a Baptism example of LIENKER, Gerhard Henrich 
from the website; the LIENKER family settled in the St. 
Libory, Illinois area, known to use the LINTKER surname.  
I prepared the document with the parish name information 
for Maria Geburt (Mary’s Birth) Parish Church added at 
the top, and baptismal information added below. 
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German Genealogy Resources by Frank Klostermann 

The following is an example of the parish information 
provided at the website: 1) history of the parish by years, 
2) current parish community and municipal affiliation, 3) 
districts included in this parish, and 4) dates of parish 
registers available on the website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, is the photo of Maria Geburt (Mary’s Birth) Parish 
Church from the website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria Geburt (Mary’s Birth) Parish Church 
 

2.  SK Translations 
https://sktranslations.com/ 
Translation work for a fee, but many useful guides are 
free, and periodic webinars are available. 
 

3.  Archion  
https://www.archion.de/de/browse/ 
This is a fee-based website with on-line church records 
that are primarily Protestant records. 
 

Search Tip: The St. Louis County Library (1640 S. Lind-
bergh, St. Louis, MO) has a subscription to this website 
available to be used in house. Search time on the site can 
be limited by staff if others are waiting to use their public 
computers.  Due to pandemic, check the library’s availa-
bility (314-994-3300).  Consult with Special Collections 
Librarian for guidance. 
 

(Continued on Page 14) 

https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/
https://sktranslations.com/
https://www.archion.de/de/browse/


4. Meyers Gazetteer – Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-
Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs; Meyers Orts for short  
https://www.meyersgaz.org/ 
 

An easy-to-use website summarizing everything in the 
early 20th century publication, covering approximately 
210,000 cities, towns, hamlets, and dwelling places in the 
German Empire prior to World War I. The website was 
developed by a volunteer at the Family History Center 
and may be used to locate German villages and the vari-
ous governmental jurisdictions related to the village.  It 
shows the religious denomination located in the village 
but does not name the church, though an exact transla-
tion of the Gothic description shown in the original gaz-
etteer is provided. If you have a partial name of a village, 
you can use the incomplete information with wild cards 
to help identify the village.  Caution:  many villages have 
the same name, so identify your village by identifying the 
County (Kreis) or Area in Germany of your ancestor’s 
residence.  A historic map and current map are included. 
It provides a guide to churches in the vicinity of the vil-
lage so that if your village does not have a church, it will 
give you the distance and name of the village in the vicini-
ty so you can search further.  
 

5.  Emslanders.com 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190418112237/http://
www.emslanders.com/index.html 
 

A web site with secondary records for at least 3,500 im-
migrants from Emsland, the area in Westphalia near the 
Netherlands.  Many of the immigrants settled in the 
Western part of St. Clair County, and perhaps the St. Li-
bory, Illinois area. Barb Salibi developed the site and sup-
ported it for many years.  She travelled to Germany per-
haps 10 to 15 times to obtain the records from the Diocese 
of Osnabruck and other Archives.  The Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah did not have the records 
available because the Bishop would not grant authority to 
the Latter-Day Saints to microfilm them, and it was diffi-
cult to get to the Diocesan Archives.  In 2020, the Osna-
bruck Diocese records were added to Matricula On-Line, 
so if you find a summary on the Emslanders site you can 
use Matricula On-Line to view the original record.  The 
original website was removed, but web.archive.org has 
preserved it.  Included is an alphabetical index noting 
sources of information. 
 

6.  Books - German Immigrants in American Church Rec-
ords 
 

German Researcher Dr. Roger P. Minert of Brigham 
Young University published many books titled, "German 
immigrants in America Church Records", a series of books 
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that includes summaries of mostly Protestant church rec-
ords where the German home villages have been identified.  
I believe that Dr. Minert realized that the records of Amer-
ican Protestant churches like United Church of Christ, 
and the Evangelical and Lutheran churches often include 
the German village of origin for church members.  He se-
cured records from various churches in American states, 
assigned his graduate students tasks of translating and 
organizing, and then published a series of books by Ameri-
can location, such as Indiana Protestant, Wisconsin 
Northwest Protestant, and others.  If you have Protestant 
roots and know where your immigrant settled in America, 
search a Minert Book for your area and you may discover 
your German Home Village.  The St. Louis County Library 
referenced earlier has these books. 
 

Viel Glück bei Ihrer Recherche! 

New SCCGS Treasurer 
Susan Bohm 

I worked in the office setting for over 
twenty years. My last job was in the ac-
counting department for an electric co-
operative in Bloomington, Illinois. I did 
many different things within the depart-
ment from  accounts payable to accounts 
receivable.  
 

My genealogy journey began when I was 
14 years old. I was chatting with my grandfather one after-
noon and he was recanting a story he was told by his fa-
ther about his great-grandfather. I started asking more 
questions about his ancestors that he couldn’t answer. He 
advised me to write to my grandaunt LaVerne. She had the 
story written down and a small family tree. She answered 
my letter and I was hooked! I put it away for many years 
due to life, but I began researching in depth in 1992 and 
have been researching ever since.  
 

I started researching in St. Clair county in 2018. My step-
dad Dennis Pannier asked me if I could do for him what I 
have done for myself and I said yes. I started with his fami-
ly name of Pannier and have quickly added Carrel and 
Hangsleben to the mix. 
 

I look forward to the challenges of the Treasurer position 
and I thank you for the opportunity to be a part of this 
organization. 

https://www.meyersgaz.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190418112237/http:/www.emslanders.com/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20190418112237/http:/www.emslanders.com/index.html
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P. O. Box 431 

Belleville, Illinois 62222-0431 

E-mail: sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org 

Like Us!  www.facebook.com/sccgs  

Address Service Requested 

SCCGS Monthly Meetings 
 

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of the month at 

7:00 p.m., and all meetings are virtual using Zoom, a web

-based video conferencing tool. See the Upcoming 

Speakers column in this newsletter to register.  
 

We’re always looking for good speakers on genealogical 

topics.  Let Jerome know if you can recommend any 

speakers who would be interested, or if you can speak on 

a topic of interest to our Society.  Thanks! 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Jerome Oelrich, (sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org Subject 

Line:  1st Vice President).  

Contents © 2021 by the St. Clair County Genealogical Society.  All rights are reserved. Republishing of articles in this 

newsletter requires authorization from the author or authors, or from the SCCGS. Contact the SCCGS by e-mail at 

sccgsoffice@stclair-ilgs.org.  
 

All other information may be reprinted in other newsletters without further permission provided attribution is noted 

as follows: SCCGS Newsletter, 44:2 (March, 2021). 

SCCGS Board Meeting 
 

The St. Clair County Genealogical Society will be hold-

ing their next Board meeting on March 17, 2021 at 7:00 

p.m.  The meeting will be held by teleconference.  
 

Perhaps you are considering the possibility of volunteer-

ism with the SCCGS. In addition to attending regular 

monthly meetings, another way to become more familiar 

with the Society and its important work is to attend a 

board meeting to see how the SCCGS operates behind 

the scenes. While members who attend are not allowed 

to cast votes on issues, the board welcomes members to 

voice their opinions on topics of discussion.  


