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THE JANUARY 20th MEETING  
 

John (Jack) Butler will relate “And now the Rest 
of the Story – getting beyond the statistics of our 
Ancestor’s lives.” He discusses finding and 
using timelines, journals, diaries, local histories 
and other non-typical records that take us 
beyond the BMD dates and give us a glimpse 
into the lives of our ancestors. 
 

 
THE MENU 
 Meat Lasagna w/ Marinara 
                     OR  
Vegetarian Lasagna w/Marinara 
 

Dessert = Triple Chocolate Cake. 
       

Genealogy is like algebra:                                 
You are seeking the unknown 

         

 

A NEW YEAR…and SBGS is celebrating its 25th year. We began as a Special 
Interest Group of the Computer Club and spun off as a separate organization to 
permit a broader membership base. There were 12 Founding Members – three are 
still active in the organization.  LINKS began three years later. 

SBGS is a bit unique among genealogical societies in that its monthly meetings are all luncheon 
meetings. This has been true since the start.  In addition to a nice lunch, members enjoy a program 
centered on genealogy. Many noted genealogists have made presentations at these luncheons - 
Dear MYRTLE, George Morgan, Fran Carter, Damon Hostetler, Elmer Spear, Sharon Tate Moody, 
and many others - plus, excellent programs by SBGS members.  

The Society publishes a monthly newsletter, LINKS, which includes news of the Society and of 
genealogy in general.  Another unique feature - most Societies only publish quarterly.  Since 1997, 
SBGS members have taught courses in genealogy at the Community Church College, thus 
exposing many others to the wonderful hobby of genealogy.   

Workshops have been held on several subjects.  In addition, we have Personal Ancestral File and 
Roots Magic assistance available on an as-needed basis.  Four very successful Seminars have 
been held with another planned for 2016.  

Two of our special projects include staffing “Ask a Genealogist” sessions several mornings each 
week at the SouthShore Regional Library. We also are very involved with the Immigrant Ships 
Transcribers Guild, making early ship manifests available to all genealogists.  

From September through May, we meet on the third Tuesday at noon in the Royal Palm Room at 
Little Harbor Resort for a luncheon, featuring presentations by noted genealogy speakers. Our 
banner is proudly displayed in the Genealogy Room at the South Shore Library. 

 

I don't have to look up my family tree, because I know that I'm the sap. 
                                                                                                  Fred Allen 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.canstockphoto.com/illustration/25th.html&sa=U&ei=1QxbU56eNIiO8gGtqYCgCg&ved=0CAoQFjAE&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNH92eM_aCf2KzVyCmXZRjcEqJ94DA
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/fredallen148423.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/f/fred_allen.html


 

IRISH RESEARCH? 
Find my past has a free 
Irish Research Guide you 
can download at:                       
http://tinyurl.com/pe85evp 

HOW EXACT DO YOU HAVE TO BE?  
It may never be possible to pinpoint precisely 
when a person was born.  The important thing is 
to establish relationships as best you can. It 
might not be pivotal whether a person was born 
in March or April of 1838.  
 

FamilySearch has announced that they 
have published over a billion images. 

 

How a genealogist introduces his children: 

“I’d like you to meet my descendants!” 

How a genealogist introduces his parents: 

“Have you met my ancestors?” 

 
A HISTORY OF FAMILY HISTORY 
The idea of researching family history is not 
new. In the Bible, Jesus' lineage is traced in the 
gospels of Matthew and Luke as well as in 
Chronicles, the "begats" chapter — Adam begat 
Seth, Seth, Enos, etc.  
 

From ancient Egypt to early modern Europe, 
genealogy was used by aristocracies to trace 
bloodlines; only someone with "royal" lineage 
was able to be a king or queen.  
 

Historians turned to genealogy to identify 
historical connections of events that might not 
make sense at first glance. For example, King 
George V of Great Britain, Tsar Nicholas II of  
Russia and German Kaiser Wilhelm II were first 
cousins.  
Their grandmother was Queen Victoria. Some 
people have speculated that had she not died in 
1901, she would have been able to control her 
grandchildren and not allow them to fight a 
family feud that began in 1914. We call that feud 
World War I.  
Genealogy began to be widely used after the 
Civil War when freed slaves tried to find their 
relatives.   
               Excerpted from an article by Tim Hoheisel 

 

SADLY 
If you are searching for a will, bear in mind that 
there was no legal requirement for individuals to 
make a will. Indeed, comparatively few people 
actually bothered to do this. Even if someone 
died intestate, there was no obligation for the 
family to go to court to have the deceased's  
affairs settled. Many families sorted things out 
amicably amongst themselves, in which case 
there will be no testament.  Darn it! 
                                      

THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
Estimates are that 92,000 Americans and 
French troops fought 314,000 British troops, 
Hessian troops and loyalists. Of that number 
25,000 Americans died in the war and an 
estimated 25,000 more were wounded. 
 

In New Mexico, a genealogy Brick Wall 
is known as an Adobe Wall 

 

CLUES FROM THE MARRIAGE LICENSE       
Remember to look for details such as the official 
who performed the marriage, parental 
permission that may indicate that the bride or 
groom was underage, and the names of 
witnesses who may prove to be relatives.  

If you find that one particular minister performed 
the marriage ceremony for many of your family 
members, it may indicate their religious 
preference or that the minister was also part of 
the family. The marriage entry in a clerk’s 
registrar may be the date the license was 
issued, the date of the actual marriage, or the 
date the completed license was filed with the 
county.    

The Ellis Island immigration database has been 
expanded to include arrivals through the Port of 

New York/Ellis Island from 1925 to 1957. 
 

Tombstones need to be photographed or viewed 
from all sides--not just the front. 
There may be inscriptions on more 
than one side. Don't just get a picture 
of the "front" and assume that you 
are done. And take a look at the top  
as well. 

 

Genealogy: Is it a Passion or an Obsession? 

http://tinyurl.com/pe85evp
https://www.familysearch.org/about


RESERVATION FOR JANUARY 20th SBGS LUNCHEON  
 

 Please reserve __ luncheons for [list name(s)] 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

    at the January 20th   South Bay Genealogical Society meeting 
                        
  I/We prefer _____Meat Lasagna   or _____Vegetarian Lasagna   or ______Gluten Free Option 
 

  _____ A check for $13 per meal is enclosed. _____ I have included a $20 check for my 2015 dues. 
   

Mail this reservation slip, along with your check payable to South Bay Genealogical Society, to: 
South Bay Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 5202, Sun City Center FL 33571   

 

Reservations must be RECEIVED by January 14 - Late reservations cannot be accepted. 

       ______________________________✄_____________________________________ 
                       

CENSUS DATES MATTER  
Keep in mind that census questions were to be 
answered as of the date of the census, 
commonly referred to as the "census date." 
The 1910 census for your ancestor's residence 
may have been taken on 11 May 1910, but the 
questions were to have been answered as of 15 
April 1910. Some census takers were more 
concerned about accuracy than others and 
some informants may have understood the 
"census date" versus "actual date" better than 
others. Beware. 
 

If you enter in your genealogical database that 
a relative died in "about 1847," put down 
something in your sources or notes as to how 
you arrived at that approximate date. There's a 
place for random dates and it's not genealogy.  
 

TELL YOUR STORY 
One of your Editor’s major genealogy 
disappointments is not knowing how his mother 
and father met.  Now it is too late. 
 

To spare your children this disappointment, 
write down some salient facts about your life: 
when and where you were born, where you 
went to school, your military and work history 
and, of course, how you met and married your 
spouse. 
 

It doesn’t need to be a fancy document, but it 
may prevent your kids or grandkids from having 
the same Wonder” feeling that I have.  
 

Someday, someone may be grateful. 
 

 

According to GenealogyInTime Magazine, the 
100 most popular genealogy websites had 
Ancestry.com in the No. 1 slot. Ranked after 
Ancestry were free sites:  MyHeritage, 
FamilySearch, Find A Grave, and Geni.com.  
The top 10 are rounded out by Archives.com, 
Genealogy.com, Ancestry.co.uk, GeneaNet, and 
MyFamily. Ancestry.com, owns 14 of the top 100 
genealogy websites. 

 

 

CANADIAN GENEALOGY RESEARCH 
* Library & Archives Canada (free)  
     dozens of free online databases for anyone  
     with ancestors who lived in Canada.  
* Olive Tree Genealogy (free)  
     find ships' passenger lists to Canada  
     and Loyalist and land records in Ontario. 
* The Ancestor Hunt  
     listings of online Canadian Newspapers.  
 

 

ACPL 
Among the best features of Allen County Public 
Library  GenealogyCenter.org is The Center’s 
free databases. Look for a box titled, “Begin 
Your Discovery.”• Typing a single word, such 
as a surname, into the top box in the Begin 
Your Discovery  panel and clicking Search will 
bring back results from the more than 2.5 
million records and images in the free 
databases on the website. Clicking on “How to 
get started” offers some great tips. And check 
out the many other features available at this 
ACPL site. 
 

http://ancestry.com/
http://geni.com/
http://archives.com/
http://genealogy.com/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.com/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/index-e.html
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/canada-online-historical-newspaper-links
http://genealogycenter.org/


 
P. O. Box 
5202,  
Sun City 
Center FL 
33571  
 
 

PROUDLY CELEBRATING OUR 25THYEAR  

 

The next meeting is at noon on January 20th 
at Royal Palm Room - Little Harbor 

 

WHENEVER YOU CHANGE YOUR E-MAIL 
ADDRESS, PLEASE NOTIFY SBGS AT  

SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 
 

GATEWAY ANCESTOR:  one with a proven 
linage that links your family to a known noble or 
famous ancestor.  Don’t you wish you could find 
one? 
 

GENEALOGY Q&A  
Monday, January 5 - 10 to 11:30 AM  

Caper Room in SCC Atrium Building 
Subject = Evernote 

 
Starting 1 February 2015 FamilySearch will cut 
access to New.FamilySearch.org (NFS). 
Instead, users will access the information 
through FamilySearch Family Tree. 
New.FamilySearch.org. is to be discontinued. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Come to the luncheon meeting a bit early 
and enjoy the Third Tuesday Pre-Meeting 

Roundtable. It will convene at 10:45 AM in the 
Royal Palm Room at Little Harbor. Bring 
your questions and the “group” probably 
has the answer. If you have not attended 

this SBGS “EXTRA”,  
come and give it a try. 

 
 

                 E-MAIL CONTACTS:    
The Society:  SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 
The Editor:    JAFISCHER@JUNO.COM 
SBGS  Web Site :     
              www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs   
 

FOR PAF HELP, CONTACT: 
Bill Patterson at 634-3775 

FOR ROOTS MAGIC HELP, CONTACT: 
           Beth Clarke at  
                    bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

National Genealogical Society’s 
2015 Family History Conference will 
be May 13-16 in St. Charles, Mo. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Pinellas Genealogy Society’s    
all-day educational seminar and book sale at 
the Largo Library, Largo, Florida. February 14, 
2015 . John Philip Colletta, will be the guest 
speaker. Details at:   
rootsweb. ancestry.com/~flpgs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 – 2015 Officers  
 South Bay Genealogical Society 

♒♒♒♒ 
President  Maurice Musholt  634-2573 

Vice Pres. Dru Thomas       634-9513 

Secretary  Jack Fischer     634-3664 

Treasurer  John Bowker             633-1427 
Director   Terri Cardozo    633-5172 

Director   Ed Frank         633-3032 

Director   Beth Clarke      642-9329 

Director   Carol Acosta          633-0997 
Director   Jennette White   633-6554 

Director   Scott Niblick    677-4591 

Director   Lynn Freeland    634-9092 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://new.familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/tree/

