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THE DECEMBER 16th MEETING  
Donna Moughty tells us “There’s an APP for 
that”.  Technology has come to genealogy and 
has been a catalyst to bring millions of people 
into the field.  Today, small devices such as the 
Tablets and Smart Phones are more powerful 
and connected than the computers we used ten  
years ago.  Learn how you can profit from this 
evolution. 

THE DECEMBER MENU  
Flat Iron Steak with Mashed 
Potatoes and Vegetables   
 

             OR 
 

                         Vegetable Pot Pie.  
 

 For Dessert, enjoy the Triple Chocolate Cake 
 

                                 HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON  

Historically, the Christian world first celebrated the Feast of the Nativity. In England, it 

became known as Christmas after the Norman Invasion in 1170. Banned by the Puritan 
Parliament in 1644, Christmas was restored in 1660 when King Charles II took back the 
throne. 

In our southern states where the Church of England was strong, Christmas was a time of feasting 
and fun, with distant cousins gathering to celebrate together. Slaves were included in the feast and 
sometimes given as much as a week off from their labor, depending on the master’s generosity. 

In New England, the Puritans had abolished most holidays as unbiblical, as did the Quaker settlers 
in Pennsylvania. Nevertheless, Pennsylvania’s many German settlers brought their traditional 
celebrations with them, including Christmas trees.  For some years after the Revolution, Christmas 
was still seen as an English custom and generally not observed. 

Gradually the festivities resumed, and by 1830, due in part to the popularity of Clement Moore’s 
poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas" and to widespread prosperity, Christmas celebrations 
extended even into conservative New England. 

President Grant signed the law making Christmas a national holiday in 1870. General acceptance of 
Santa Claus sprung from a Thomas Nast cartoon published in 1863; by 1880 the jolly old elf 
appeared much as we know him.                                                                        Green Valley News      

 
 Chanukah is an eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating the rededication of the Holy 
Temple  in Jerusalem at the time of the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire of 
the 2nd century BCE. It starts on the 25th day of Kislev according to the Hebrew calendar.  
 

The festival is observed by the kindling of a unique candelabrum, the nine-branched menorah, one 
additional light on each night of the holiday, progressing to eight on the final night. The typical menorah 
consists of eight branches with an additional raised branch. The extra light is called a shamash 
(Hebrew: שמש , "attendant") The name "Hanukkah" is from the Hebrew verb "חנך", meaning "to dedicate.  
                                                                                                                                  Wikipedia 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kislev
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candelabrum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menorah_(Hanukkah)
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We call it a "Family Tree" since it 
parallels nature's evolution from 
roots to branches, to leaves, 
flowers and fruit.  As in nature, 
even the smallest wayward 
branches give character and 

stability to the tree as it matures and creates its 
uniqueness. 

ARE THESE YOUR 
ANCESTORS? 

The last child of a Civil War 
veteran is still on the VA rolls, 
collecting a pension. The VA is 
still paying benefits to 16 

widows and children of veterans from the 1898 
Spanish-American War. The last U.S. World 
War I veteran died in 2011.  4,038 widows, 
sons and daughters get monthly VA pensions. 

The Genealogy information you 
find online can be correct, 
almost correct, or totally false - 
and you have no way of 
knowing which is which. That's 

because most online sites don't include 
documentation on their web pages. So, how do 
you avoid falling into the "no source materials" 
online trap? 

If a website has information about your family 
but no sources, you can either: 

1. Contact the site owner and ask about 
sources. 

2. Use the site info as a springboard for 
your own research. 
                             EzineArticles.com 

     Contrary to popular belief, people did not 
"have their names changed" at Ellis Island. 
Immigration into Ellis Island required too much 
paperwork for that to happen and there were 
plenty of translators available when Ellis Island 
was in operation. 

     If your ancestor used a different name, it 
may have been a clerical error or he may have 
chosen it when he settled or was naturalized. 

    But name changes at Ellis Island did not   
occur.  

I f you are researching your 
ancestry from Minnesota, check 
out GenealogyBank’s online 
Minnesota newspaper archives: 
84 titles to help you search your 
family history in the “North Star 

State,” providing coverage from 1849 to Today. 

 CITY DIRECTORIES are a great source to 

fill in your ancestor's life between the census 
years. Directories usually give information 
about a resident's address and occupation 

If you would like a unique and colorful Family 
Tree, surf to 

           http://www.i-chart-you.com 
A host of color combinations.  They create it 
and you print it. They recommend a 12”x12”  
print In a 20” frame.                       

Probably the world’s best known 
epidemic is the Great Plague of 
London in 1665. It killed 
between 75,000 and 100,000 of 
that city’s residents. It began in 
the rat-infested alleys of one of 

London’s poorer neighborhoods, but rapidly 
spread across the city, with as many as 8,000 
dying every week. It finally ended when the 
Great Fire burned much of the city in 1666. 
London was rebuilt with wider streets and 
better sanitation. 

CIVIL WAR FACTS      
*   More soldiers died in the 

Civil War than any other 

American conflict. 

 *   Two-thirds of them were 

killed by disease. 

 *   An estimated 40 percent of 

Civil War dead were never 

identified. 

*   As many Americans were killed at the Battle of 

Gettysburg as the country lost during the entire 

Vietnam War. 

 *   African-Americans made up less than 1 

percent of the North’s population but were 10 

percent of the Union Army.  

*   20 percent of soldiers were under 18.  

http://www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/newspapers/
http://www.genealogybank.com/
http://www.i-chart-you.com/


 

  RESERVATION FOR DECEMBER 16 SBGS LUNCHEON  
 

 Please reserve __ luncheons for [list name(s)] 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

    at the December South Bay Genealogical Society meeting,  
                      
  I/We prefer _____Flat Iron Steak   or _____ Vegetable Pot Pie   or ______ Gluten Free Option 
 

  _____ A check for $13 per meal is enclosed. ____ I have also enclosed $20 for 2015 dues 
   

Mail this reservation slip, along with your check payable to South Bay Genealogical Society, to: 
South Bay Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 5202, Sun City Center FL 33571   

 

Reservations must be RECEIVED by December 10 - Late reservations cannot be accepted. 
                     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

???? How many languages are spoken in 

the United States? According to 
FreePeopleSearch.org, there are 420;  214 of 
those languages are indigenous to the U.S.—
like Navajo and Cherokee—and 206 are 
immigrant languages—like French and German. 
 
 

     READY TO DO A LITTLE  
    SOUL SEARCHING?  
Long before most governments got 

around to it, members of the clergy were 
dutifully recording names and dates associated 
with baptisms, marriages, burials, and other 
ceremonies within their congregations. In 
England alone, parish registers pre-date civil 
registration by almost 300 years.  Ancestry has 
a good guide to help you explore these records 
at: 
http://c.mfcreative.com/mars/email/amu/2014
-06/us/ReligiousRecords.pdf 

 
 

SBGS’s first Program Meeting was on 
September 17, 1991 at the 
Thunderbird Restaurant in Ruskin.  
Dick Fricke made the presentation. 

From the beginning, SBGS has always had a 
Luncheon Meeting on the third Tuesday. 

 
Search Quest America offers Genetic 
Genealogy Plus, a service for adoptees. It uses 
DNA and genealogy research to find the family 
of adoptees with sealed records.   
Searchquestamerica.com 

                    

 
 

METES AND BOUNDS 
The measurement system of the past was 
referred to as “metes and bounds.” 
 

“Metes” refers to the length of a boundary line 
by measurement of the distance between the 
two end points of a straight line or “run” and the 
land’s orientation or direction (such north, 
south, etc.) 
 

“Bounds” is a more general description of the 
borders of the land, such as “along the meander 
of the river” or other waterway. “Bounds” could 
also refer to a simple compass reading. 
 

“Distance” was measured in “poles,” “rods,” 
“chains,” etc.  
 

1 Link = 7.92 inches  
1 Chain = 100 Links or 66 Feet  
625 Square Chains = 1 Square Pole  
10 Square Chains = 1 Acre  
1 Pole = 1 Rod or 16.5 Feet  
Township = 36 Square Miles, a 6 mile square  
Section = 640 Acres = 1 Square Mile 

My search for additional information on        
DAR-Patriot John McGinnis led me to 

irishtimes.com/ancestor/research/assessment,   
which informed me that there are “at least 73 

variant spellings of McGinnis.”                       

Why is Genealogy so difficult? 

 
 
 

"Nieces and Nephews have I none but that 
man's father is my father's son." Who is the 
speaker referring to?      Answer on page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://freepeoplesearch.org/
http://c.mfcreative.com/mars/email/amu/2014-06/us/ReligiousRecords.pdf
http://c.mfcreative.com/mars/email/amu/2014-06/us/ReligiousRecords.pdf
http://www.searchquestamerica.com/
http://irishtimes.com/ancestor/research/assessment


 

 

 

 

 
 

P. O. Box 5202 
 Sun City Center 
FL 33571  
 

 OUR 24th YEAR     

 
 

The next meeting is at noon on December 16 at 
Royal Palm Room - Little Harbor 

 

 
 

 

 

Answer. His brother 
 

 

 

 

2015 DUES ARE NOW DUE 
Please renew now, so you    
won‘t risk missing 
announcements of future 
meetings or forgo a single     

issue of LINKS. Just send your check for 
$20 per family to SBGS at P.O. Box 5202, 
Sun City Center FL 33571 or include it in 
your check for the December Luncheon. 
 
 

 

REMEMBER:  If you steal information from 
one source, it’s Plagiarism.  If you steal from 
two or more sources, it’s Research. 

 
 
 

 

GENEALOGY Q&A  
Monday, December 1 - 10 to Noon.  

Room 15, North Clubhouse at Kings Point 
Subjects = Family Tree Maker 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WHENEVER YOU CHANGE YOUR E-MAIL 
ADDRESS, PLEASE NOTIFY SBGS AT  

SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Come to the luncheon meeting a bit early 
and enjoy the Third Tuesday Pre-Meeting 

Roundtable. It will convene at 10:45 AM in the 
Royal Palm Room at Little Harbor. Bring 
your questions and the “group” probably 
has the answer. If you have not attended 

this SBGS “EXTRA”,  
come and give it a try. 

 
 

                 E-MAIL CONTACTS:    
The Society:  SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 
The Editor:    JAFISCHER@JUNO.COM 
SBGS 
 Web Site :   
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs%20%
20 
 

FOR PAF HELP, CONTACT: 
Bill Patterson at 634-3775 

FOR ROOTS MAGIC HELP, CONTACT: 
            Beth Clarke at  

                    bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Joan Shalleck’s course on ”Writing your  
Memoires” begins on January 16 and runs for 
eight consecutive Friday mornings 10:00 AM - 
12:30 PM. at HCC,  813-259-6010 for info. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

whodoyouthinkyouarestory.com has a 

unique approach. You suppply the dates  of 
your ancestor’s events (BMD) and they add 
information on what went on in the world at that 
time.  You can use this  to construct your own 
family story. And, its free.  
                 Thanks to Shirley Smith for this nugget. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2014 – 2015 Officers  
 South Bay Genealogical Society 

♒♒♒♒ 
President  Maurice Musholt  634-2573 

Vice Pres. Dru Thomas       634-9513 

Secretary  Jack Fischer     634-3664 

Treasurer  John Bowker             633-1427 
Director   Terri Cardozo    633-5172 

Director   Ed Frank         633-3032 

Director   Beth Clarke      642-9329 

Director   Carol Acosta          633-0997 
Director   Jennette White   633-6554 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs
http://whodoyouthinkyouarestory.com/


Director   Scott Niblick    677-4591 

Director   Lynn Freeland    634-9092 

 

 

 
 

 

 


