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A Visit to My Favorite “Outdoor Museums”
  By Harriet Bolin

 One of my favorite things to do when my husband and I would travel in New England 
was to visit the cemeteries and graveyards associated with my ancestors.  Why the two names for 
places where people are buried? you ask.  I learned from reading an article in Everton’s Genea-
logical Helper Jan/Feb 2009, that the burial grounds connected with a church are the graveyards 
or churchyards. And places called cemeteries are independent of a church.
 In the Southeast Cemetery in Orwell, OH, I found two generations of markers for my 
BEDELL great-grand parents and some of their children. My more immediate grandparents on 
this line were in the churchyard connected to the Presbyterian Church north of town center. 
Grandma Cora and Grandpa Seth BEDELL are there, as are her mother, father (both HATCH), 
two aunts, an uncle and my great-grandmother (all BARNES.)  
 Then there was the cemetery in Connecticut where we found my 3x great-grandmother 
Susannah Hubbard Gorton. Hers was the only headstone with any decorations carved in it, so I 
improvised and used a flattened out paper grocery bag and a stub of a pencil scrounged from the 
car to do a rubbing.  After that I carried proper rubbing materials and tools.
We looked in cemeteries in New England, New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. In nearly all there 
were other creatures to see besides the stones – chipmunks! Cute little fellows who either ran 
away quickly or stayed to see if I had a morsel of food for them. I don’t see chipmunks in Flor-
ida, maybe too warm.
 I titled this piece about Outdoor Museums because of the rich variety of artistically 
carved grave markers. Some are tall monuments for a great person or for all the family names. 
Others are more modest in height but have flowers twining around the pillar, or special insignia 
for military or lodge membership. A fancier stone would have been more expensive to carve and 
might tell you a bit about the family’s ability to pay for such a stone. We saw Woodsmen tree-
like markers.  Old stones picture lambs or baby shoes for a small child taken too early from this 
life. The letters GAR indicate a Union soldier in the Civil War, and a place to look for more re-
cords.  
 Do not leave this rich source of our families’ history off your list of places to visit.  (I 
even found a stone with my maiden name on it! She turned out to be my great-grandfather’s 
sister-in-law). Allow enough time to check out the unusual carvings next time you go exploring 
an “Outdoor Museum.
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President’s Message

Dear Fellow Tree Climbers,
 Whoa!  Where did the first half of 2015 go? 

 Did you find a new “cousin?”  I did, and in a most unlikely place, 
over Easter dinner with a friend of my daughter.  I commented on her lovely 
table – the polished mahogany, the china and the silver.  She responded that 
the silver was from her great-great-grandmother, whose family came from 
Connecticut to a town in NE Ohio near where my people lived for decades.  
 So I asked “Where in CT?”  Turns out her people were from the 
Hartford area at about the same time my Barnes folks were there. Further 
questions brought to light one Thomas Barnes, Sr. whose second wife’s 
name was Mary.  Bingo!!! My Thomas and hers were indeed the same man. 

She even knew the story of his first wife being the last person to be executed 
for witchcraft in CT in January 1663.  That connection 
makes me Debbie’s “cousin,” but even better, it makes 
my daughter Beth and her friend of 20 plus years “cous-
ins” as well.  Small world.  We should dine with friends 
more often.
 In March we traveled to the Orange County Li-
brary in Ocoee. (See report elsewhere.) Right now I’d 
like to suggest another really great library. It’s close by, 
quiet, with lots of reference books and periodicals. Over 
the years, I’ve even found a few ancestors there. 
 Of course, I’m talking about our own Genealogy 
Room on the second floor of the DeLand Area Public 
Library. I spent two hours earlier today just looking at 
two Everton magazines: Everton’s Genealogical Helper 
and Everton’s Family History. These publications have 
wonderful articles that give historical background for 
war times, Orphan Trains, and how to read tombstones. 
I came away with a good half dozen search ideas.
 I’ll bet you will find some, too.

Happy Tree Climbing,
Harriet Bolin
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Roots & Branches Field Trip to West Oaks Branch 
Library & Genealogy Center

By Harriet Bolin

 The field trip to the new Orange County Genealogical Center in Ocoee was on 21 March 
2015. Nine of us traveled in three cars: Jane Burr, Marsha Zitzelberger, Louise Caccamise, Judy 

Warensford, Bernice Gleason, Arlene Liggett, 
Pat and Walter Welch, and Harriet Bolin. 
The library had "Reserved for Roots and 
Branches Genealogical Society" signs on the 
tables because I had made reservations ahead of 
our trip. Nice touch.
 There was a consensus about the 
staff being very helpful and friendly. One even 
steered us to a good lunch place.   We were met 
by a staff member who gave us a brief overview 

of the holdings.The stacks were tall and long. The easily accessible stacks had many volumes 
from the various societies: DAR, Patriots of 
America, National Society of the Daughters of 
Founders, etc. And there were microfilm rolls 
from all the censuses, and many other areas.
 The moving stacks were unnerving, 
annoying, and you had to wait for a good bit of 
time for your stack to open up.   The staff was 
very careful to clear the aisle before moving to 
another stack. Short folks had to bring along a 
stool to reach the top shelves, and remove it 
when the stack closed. Be patient when extract-

ing a volume, they are shelved tightly.
 Plan to bring several dollar bills for the copier. You buy a prepaid card for a dollar, 50c of 
which is a service fee. After that you can reload the card and spend the entire amount on copies. 
A little cumbersome, but saves the clerks from having to have change.
 Two researchers found information about direct ancestors, added new ones and found 
leads to new sources.   Do plan on a whole day, with some specific dates, names, places, and 
events in mind. The collections are good and as much of the day as you possibly can give  should 
result in some good forward progress with your search.
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Genealogy Libraries in Florida
By Dianne Goshorn

We know that the coming months will certainly be hot and humid, with afternoon thunder-
storms.  So, this is a good time to be indoors doing genealogy research.  There are quite a few 
libraries within a reasonable driving distance that have genealogy collections.  I’ve listed some 
below and would like to hear from you if you know of others.  Consider visiting one or more of 
these over the next few months, and if you do, be sure to let us know what you find.

Local History and Genealogy Room, DeLand Regional Public Library, 130 E. Howry Ave., 
DeLand, FL. (386) 822-6930 (ext 20764 Genealogy Room). Hours: M – Th 9:30 am – 7:30 pm, 
F & S 9:30 am – 5:00 pm, Su 1:00 – 5:00 pm. (Good to start right at home in our own genealogy 
room.)
Daytona Beach Regional Library (City Island), 105 E. Magnolia Ave., Daytona Beach, FL. 
(386) 257-6036. Hours: M – Th 9:00 am – 7:00 pm, F & S 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, Su 1:00 – 5:00 
pm.
Ormond Beach Public Library, 30 S. Beach St., Ormond Beach, FL. (386) 676-4191.  Hours: 
M – Th 9:00 am – 7:00 pm, F & S 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, Su 1:00 – 5:00 pm.
West Oaks Branch Library & Genealogy Center, 1821 E. Silver Star Rd, Ocoee, FL. (407) 
835-7323. Hours: M – Th 10:00 am – 9:00 pm, F & S 10:00 am – 5:00 pm, Su 1:00 – 6:00 pm.
 Jacksonville Public Library, 303 N. Laura Street, Jacksonville, FL. (904) 630-2665. Hours: M, 
Th, F, & S 10:00 am – 6:00 pm; T & W 11:00 am – 7:00 pm, Su 1:00 – 5:00pm.
Southern Genealogist’s Exchange Society Library, 6215 Sauterne Dr., Jacksonville, FL. (904) 
778-1000. Hours: W & Th 10:00 am – 3:00 pm, 1st & 3rd Sa 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.
Central Brevard Library & Reference Center, 308 Forrest Ave., Cocoa, FL. (321) 633-1792. 
Hours: M – S 9:00 am – 5:00 pm, closed Su.
The Florida Historical Society Library, 435 Brevard Ave., Cocoa, FL. (321) 690-1971. Hours: 
T – S 10:00 am – 4:30 pm. Website suggests making appointment with archivist. Holdings in-
clude prior applications for the Florida Pioneer Descendent Program.
Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library, 900 N. Ashley St., Tampa, FL. (813) 273-3652. 
Hours: M – S 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, Su 12:30 – 5:00 pm.
Florida History and Genealogy Department, Indian River County Main Library, 1600 21st St., 
Vero Beach, FL. (772) 770-5060. Hours: M – F 10:00 – 12:00 am, 1:00 – 5:00 pm, closed S & 
Su.
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Dale Stewart Offers Prayers at Pennsylvania 
Cemetery

 Rev. Dr. A. Dale Stewart and his wife, Louise, 
visited a family cemetery near Lebanon, PA on May 
16, 2015 to dedicate tombstones for his fourth great 
grand-father, a Revolutionary War Patriot.
 “This service brought me face-to-face with fam-
ily members I met through the internet 5 years ago.  It 
broke down a “Brick Wall” which had been gnawing at 
me for 40 years:  The Etter/Fasig ancestral connec-
tion.

Mining Census Records to Write Your Family Story
By Miles Meyer 

  
 The  US  Census  has changed greatly since  the  first one was performed in 1790. This 
presentation will discuss how  the  census  has changed from 1790 to 1940, provide an explana-
tion of  the  data that is available in  the  various  census  records, and how to develop that into a 
timeline that can be used to write a narrative for a family.

Tips for Searching the Census
 Start with the most recent census and work backward. You usually have the most infor-
mation for these people. Families that are easily identifiable may be present. If you can’t find 
them, try searching for only the last name in the area you believe they lived. 
 Develop a search strategy:Know who you are looking for and who is in the family. Have 
a good idea about possible locations where they may have lived. Know approximate birth years.

What do I Want to Know and Where is it?
Date of birth:
  Prior to the 1850 census the age classes are too broad to estimate birth year.
• 1840 census gives ages for Revolutionary War pensioners.
• 1850-1940 censuses list person’s age. Year of birth can be estimated by subtracting the age 
from the census year (generally assume +/- 2 years but it may be more)
• 1870-1880 census list persons birth month if they were born within the year (June 1 of previous 
year to May 31 of census year)
• 1900 census – lists person’s month and year of birth as well as the age (be careful with this) 
Many censuses list partial ages indicating age in months (3/12 = 3 months).

Place of birth:
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• Prior to 1850 birth place is not included.
• 1850-1940 censuses indicate person’s place of birth (country or state).
• 1870 census indicates if parents were of foreign birth by a check mark.
• 1880-1930 censuses list the state or country of birth for parents.
• 1940 census lists the state or country of birth of parents for those who had supplemental infor-
mation (only 2 people per page).
Marriage date:
• 1850-1880 census indicate if person was married within the year (usually June 1 of the year 
before to  May 31 of the census year).
• 1900-1910 census list the number of years married for each person.
• 1930 census lists the age of first marriage. 
• 1940 census supplemental data section asks if a woman was married more than once and age at 
first marriage.
Number of children:
• All of the censuses list the number of individuals living in the household.
• 1790-1840 censuses use tally marks to represent each person in the household. They may or  
may not be related.
• 1850-1870 censuses list people living in a household but not their relationships.
• 1880-1940 censuses list the relationships for each person to the head of household.
• Only the 1900-1910 censuses list how many children were born to the mother and how many 
are still living. This is helpful in finding unknown children who may have died between cen-
suses.
• 1940 census supplemental data lists total number of children born.
Immigration information:
• 1820-1830 censuses list number of individuals in a household who were of foreign birth and 
not a naturalized citizen.
• 1850-1940 censuses list place of birth for the individual.
• 1870 census has a column for “Male Citizens of the US of 21 years of age and upwards.” If the 
person was of foreign birth and this column is checked he would have been naturalized prior to 
1870.
• 1880-1930 censuses list the place of birth for parents.
• 1900-1930 censuses list person’s year of immigration.
• 1900-1940 censuses list person’s naturalization status. AL=alien, PA=first papers, NA=natural-
ized.
• 1900 census lists number of years in the US.
• 1920 census lists year of immigration and naturalization.
• 1940 census supplemental data lists place of birth for parents for 2 individuals per page.
Military Service:
 •1840 census indicates if an individual was a pensioner of the Revolutionary War or other mili-
tary service and gives the name/age if other than the head of household.
 •1910 census indicates if the person was a “Survivor of the Union or Confederate Army or 
Navy.” UA or CA=Union Army or Confederate Army UN or CN=Union Navy or Confederate 
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Navy (*Often these columns are overwritten with numbers like 2-1-0-0. These are notes for sta-
tistical analysis and do not have meaning for military status.*)
 •1930 census records if a person was a member of the military mobilized for war or an expedi-
tion and indicates which event they fought in.Civ=Civil War, SP=Spanish American War, 
Phil=Philippine Insurrection, Box=Boxer Rebellion, Mex=Mexican Expedition, WW=World 
War I
 •1940 census supplemental data indicates veteran status.W=World War I, S=Spanish American 
War, Philippines Expedition or Boxer Rebellion, SW=Both Spanish American War and World 
War I, R=Peacetime Service, Ot=Any other
 •1940 census supplemental data also lists if person was a child of a veteran.
 Property Ownership:
 •1790 census lists if the family lived in a house or a store.
 •1850-1870 censuses list value of real property (land) owned by each person.
 •1860-1870 censuses list value of personal property owned by each person.
 •1900-1940 censuses indicate whether person owned (“O”) or rented (“R”) property.
 •1900-1930 censuses indicate if the property had a mortgage (“M”) or was owned free of mort-
gage (“F”).
 •1930-1940 censuses indicate the value of the property if owned or the monthly rent.
 •1900-1910, 1930-1940 censuses indicate if they lived in a house or on a farm.
 •1900-1940 censuses have a column for farm schedule.
Education:
 •1840 census lists number of individuals who were “scholars” and number of individuals in fam-
ily over 20 years who cannot read and write.
 •1850-1940 censuses list whether person attended school within the year.
 •1940 census lists the highest grade completed (0, 1-8, H1-H4, C1-C5).
 •1850-1930 census list if person can read and write.
 •1850-1860 census lists if they cannot read and write for individuals over 20 years of age.
Employment:
 •1790 census lists occupation of head of household.
 •1810 census has blank lines where enumerators could indicate if family members worked in 
specific industries important to the location.
 •1820 census lists number of individuals in a family who were involved in agriculture, com-
merce, or manufacturing.
 •1840 census indicates number of individuals in a family who were involved in mining, agricul-
ture, commerce, manufacturing, navigation of ocean, navigation of inland waterways, or learned 
professionals/engineers.
 •1850-1940 censuses list the occupation of individuals over age 15.
 •Agricultural census schedules exist for 1850-1880; manufacturing census schedules exist for 
1820 and 1850-1880.  
Employment status:
 •1850-1860 censuses indicate if a person is a pauper or convict.
 •1880-1900 censuses list number of months unemployed.
 •1910 & 1940 censuses list number of weeks unemployed.
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 •1930 census lists if a person was unemployed.
 •1940 census indicates if individual was employed by government work (WPA, CCC, etc.)
 •1920 & 1940 censuses list if person was an employee or employer.
 •1940 census lists number of weeks worked, average hours per week and annual income for 
1939. 
Address:
 •1880-1940 censuses list street name and house number.Use this to search Google Maps, prop-
erty appraisers databases, real estate databases, etc.
 •1880-1940 censuses include enumeration districts.
Slaves:
 •1790-1840 censuses list number, sex and ages of slaves owned.
 •1850-1860 censuses have their own slave schedules.
Physical/mental disabilities:
 •1830-1870, 1910 censuses enumerate deaf, dumb and blind individuals.
 •1840-1870 censuses list number of individuals who were insane or idiots.
Were they techies?
 •1930 census lists if the family owned a radio.
Sources:
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Census 
http://stevemorse.org/
https://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/tEnumInstr.shtml
http://www.archives.gov/publications/record/1998/01/family-history.html 
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1850-1930.html
http://www.censusfinder.com/census-questions.htm 
https://www.censusrecords.com/content/1790_Census 

[Handout from seminar presented during the North Florida Genealogy Conference, Orange Park, 
FL, March 21, 2015.  Special thank you to Miles Meyer for permission to  publish in our news-
letter, and thank you to John and Carol Izzo for making the request].

Quick Quip
Whakapapa: In Maori language, whakapapa means genealogy or the core of tradi-
tional knowledge. The tattoos of Maori people connect the wearer to their geneal-
ogy. So, whether you whack your papa--or he whacks you--it is recorded. 
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What’s Your Disaster Plan for Your Genealogy Files and 
Family Heirlooms?

By Dianne Goshorn  

 With the beginning of hurricane season you’ve probably seen and heard reminders to re-
view your hurricane preparedness plans, gather your important papers in case of a need to 
quickly evacuate, etc.  So how about your genealogy files and family heirlooms?  Where do they 
fit into your plans?  There have been a number of articles, online blogs, and webinars devoted to 
disaster planning and preservation of genealogy files and family heirlooms.  I admit I am remiss 
in following the suggestions, but am inspired to begin.
 Most of the suggestions begin with a written inventory of what you have, noting where 
the items are located, and assignment of a priority level to each.  Then it is recommended that 
you begin making digital files of the most important items and make sure you are properly stor-
ing documents, photos, 3 dimensional objects, etc.  Proper storage means archival safe sheet pro-
tectors, photo boxes, and wrappings.  Next it is recommended to make at least 3 copies of digital 
files in at least 2 different forms, with storage of at least 1 copy somewhere other than your 
home.  Different form means external hard drive, cds, dvds, or flash drives.  Separate locations 
could be a family or friend’s home (preferably distant from your location), somewhere in the 
“cloud” (online services), or maybe a safe deposit box.
 A “Grab and Go” list is described as a list of all of the items you want to grab as you 
evacuate.  This should note items and where they are located, and should be posted where you 
and others could see it when needed.  A Disaster Kit could be kept in a large plastic bin, not for 
the items above, but to hold cleaning supplies for after the disaster.  Since water damage is fre-
quent, disposable plastic gloves, masks (to protect from mold & mildew), large plastic bags, dis-
tilled water, plastic tarps and cotton sheets for drying items on, wax paper & sealable plastic bags 
for freezing wet items until proper drying can be done, and contact information for a professional 
conservator.  
 Don’t throw wet and damaged items out prematurely.  Much can be done to salvage 
items, which is why it’s important to start learning how to protect, preserve and rescue our valu-
able papers, photos, and heirlooms.  Here are resources for additional information:

 Levinick, Denise May. How to Archive Family Keepsakes.  Family Tree Books, 2012.
 Levenick, Denise May. “Your Genealogy Disaster Plan,” Family Tree Magazine. Sept  
  2014, pp. 54 – 58.
 Levenick, Denise May. www.thefamilycurator.com
 Taylor, Maureen. “Preparing for Disaster.”  Ancestry.com Learning Center. 15 May 2011,  
  accessed 08 Jun 2015.
 Taylor, Maureen.  Preserving Your Family Photographs.  Picture Perfect Press, 2010.
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Potter’s Field in DeLand, Florida?
By Jane Burr

 Did you know there was a Potter’s Field in DeLand? Until this past spring, I didn’t either. 
One day I went to the DeLand Public Library to volunteer in the Genealogy Room and heard that  
a lady had inquired about the DeLand Potter’s Field. This piqued my interest.
 Where to start? The computer was being used, so I perused the books on the DeLand 
shelf. I found a book on the shelf by Daphne Brownell, Allen-Summerhill Funeral Home Re-
cords, 1938-45.  Leafing through the pages, I found an entry under the 1938 heading: “Ed Ho-
bart. Charges to county. Died 27 August 1938. 85 yr. County Welfare Home.”  There was no 
cemetery listed, but “County Welfare Home.” Hmm. Where was that?
 Then I found another entry: “John Knickerbocker. Enterprise. Deputy Sheriff in charge. 
Funeral charged to county. Died July 1940. Age 85. Buried County Cemetery.” A County Ceme-
tery? Where was that?
 Having moved to DeLand in 2002, I was totally unaware of a County Welfare Home or a 
County Cemetery. Maybe there was something in the City Directory? YES! There in the 1926 
DeLand City Directory was an entry: 

 It sounded like the current location of Florida Hospital DeLand. Was the “County Welfare 
Home” named in the Ed Hobart entry the same thing as the “Volusia County Home”?
 When I had access the computer, I went into Google and typed: “Volusia County Florida 
Potters Field.” The first address on the list was FindaGrave.com and in seconds I was looking at 
“Potter’s Field, also known as Charnel Cemetery.” I had never heard of the Charnel Cemetery, 
but when I saw the image on the site, I immediately knew where it was. This was the cemetery 
behind the hospital and Medical Office Building on North Stone Street! I worked at the hospital 
for several years and had seen the cemetery from a distance, but until now I had thought it was a 
private family cemetery.
 In the FindaGrave.com site there were 448 entries of people buried in the Charnel Ceme-
tery listed in alphabetical order, but none of those names included Ed Hobart or John Knicker-
bocker.
 Another URL option was an article from the Beacon, October 1, 2012: “In the past, the 
County of Volusia used what’s now Charnel Cemetery, a small cemetery off N Stone St., as a 
Potter’s Field. Along with markers bearing the names, dates of birth and death, are some small 
marker identified only by a number affixed to the top to identify the poor who were buried there. 
Marked graves indicated people were buried in the cemetery from the early 1960s through 
1990s. The property was annexed into the City of DeLand in 2005.” That explained why the two 
men from the funeral home records who died in 1938 and 1940 were not in the Charnel Ceme-
tery. (And I still didn’t know where they were buried.)
 I was drawn to the names listed in Charnel Cemetery. As I scanned their names, I won-
dered: Who were these people? Where did they come from? Some had family members listed, 
but many did not. Were they homeless? Were they trying to hide? Had they run away from fam-
ily problems or maybe the law? 
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 I tried to imagine someone I knew being buried in a Potter’s Field in some little town far 
from family and friends, perhaps never to be found. These 448 people who, until the Internet and 
FindaGrave.com site was available to the public, would have been “invisible” to families search-
ing for them buried in the Charnell Cemetery. Without the Internet, in 1938 it would have looked 
like they just disappeared. 
 So far, there are more questions than answers.

Bag and Brag: May 17, 2015
By Jane Burr, Recording Secretary

 (This year Marsha Zitzelberger, Program Director, suggested each of our members bring 
some memento from our family treasures and talk about it and the connection to our families).

 Walter Welch: Walter had a box of pictures from 1840-50 that he inherited from a rela-
tive who had done genealogical research. One was a tin picture from about 1820-30, and there 
were two glass pictures from 1840-50. One had an image of a lady who looked like a school 

teacher; Walter didn’t know who she 
was. Another set of pictures had been 
hinged together, but the hinge had bro-
ken. The lady from one picture looked 
like the lady from the other frame. As 
he was looking at it, the frame came 
apart so the picture fell out. On the 
back was written: Leona Jennings 
1794-1810. Walter recognized the 
name--she was his great-grandmother! 
Her husband fought in the Civil War.
 Jennifer Russell:  In eighth 
grade Jennifer gave a report on her 
grandfather who fought in the WWII. 
He didn’t talk much about it, but even-
tually told her that his mother had be-
come the correspondent keeping others 
in the neighborhood up to date with 
how the soldiers were doing. After he 
died, her grandmother said, “You might 
want this,” and gave her a pack of let-
ters from Jennifer’s great-grandmother. 
She had kept a copy of every letter she 
ever sent to the boys and all the letters 
she received until they came home--
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and she had typed all the letters!  She also had a few items the boys had sent, one being a Japa-
nese cigarette that Jennifer’s grandfather had sent to her. Through the letters Jennifer got to know 
her grandfather better. She could also get a sense of just how lonely the boys were and how anx-
ious they were to hear news from home. Jennifer has been able to locate many of the families of 
the neighborhood boys and has sent a copy of each boy’s letters to them.
 Jerry Remington: Jerry’s mother was professional photographic model for several re-
gional and national ads, promoting cigarettes, beer, cars and beauty products, although she her-
self never drank, drove or smoked. She did, however, have babies.  In 1943 his mom--along with 
her new-born daughter--modeled for the Better Homes and Gardens Baby Book illustrating baby 
care. Jerry was astonished 30 years later to see the same pictures used in a parenting class bro-
chure as he awaited his own son’s birth! Many of her assignments were probably due to his fa-
ther’s connections.  He was a journalist and public relations professional whose work included 
Fox Theatre in Detroit which evolved into 20th Century-Fox and Fox Entertainment (FoxTV).
 Esther Gould: Esther has a letter dated 1861 written by her husband’s great grandfather, 
Gardner Dyer Gould. When she acquired the letter, it was damp after being stored in a relative’s 
shed. Gardner Gould lived in Phoenix, NY, and at age 21 had signed up to work on a whaling 
ship, the bark General Pike, out of Bedford, Massachusetts. He was serving a three-year contract 
during which the ship made only one voyage: leaving Massachusetts, sailing around South 
America to the Sandwich Islands (now Hawaii) and back. Esther read the letter which was writ-
ten to his sister when he was just 23 years old. Gardner, thinking all the residents of the Sand-
wich Islands were cannibals, was quite fearful of going there. He also told her about his lonely 
life as a sailor and asked for more news from home. From the letter, however, it was apparent 
that he was receiving some correspondence from home, enough so that he was able to keep up 
with the family gossip. Esther said it was amazing to her that he was able to keep in such close 
contact with his family under these circumstances especially at that time frame, back in 1861. 
When his contract ended he returned home and signed up as a volunteer from NY in the Union 
Army and fought in the Civil War. His brother also served in the war but was killed. After the 
war, Gardner was deaf, his doctors blaming his disability on the Civil War battles. He married 
and moved to DeLand where he died in 1892. (Esther said she has a second letter which told 
about him abandoning ship in Chile because he hated his life on the ship so much. After spending 
the night in a tree which he had climbed to escape perceived head-hunters, in the morning he re-
turned to his ship.)
 Bernice Gleason: Bernice grew up with her grandparents in Hope, Maine. Their first 
farm burned in 1932. In the living room of the new farm there was a closet lined with shelves. 
Bernice saw a ceramic/glass strawberry with a cover. Maybe a candy dish? Later, when Bernice 
saw the dish in the garage, her grandfather said she could have it. Her strawberry dish speaks to 
her of her grandparents. She also has a kitten piggy bank that is at least 72 years old. She doesn’t 
know how she got it, but she has always had it in her possession. She used to slide a knife in the 
slotted opening to get the money in and out as the bottom opening was too small.
 Dianne Goshorn: Dianne’s father and maternal great-grandfather were veterinarians. Her 
father practiced from 1951–1998 and her great-grandfather practiced from 1908 thru the 1940s. 
The discovery of a large (50cc) glass and metal veterinary syringe among her mother’s collec-
tions prompted many questions. So she has been talking to her father about how the field of vet-
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erinary medicine changed throughout his practice. The syringe was not used by her father and 
appears to have been used in the 1940s in large animal veterinary medicine. During WWI her 
great-grandfather was in the Veterinary Corps, as horses were major form of transportation, and 
he continued primarily in large animal medicine after the war. The syringe was probably used in 
her great-grandfather’s practice with horses and livestock.

[Six more stories will be presented in the Fall Newsletter].

Roots & Branches Meetings Calendar

LESSONS (1 p.m – Conference Room)  Rosemary Sutton presenting.
! July & Aug ! No meetings. Summer break.
! Sep 20! Family History Including Genetic Heredity
! Oct 18!! Hitting a Brick Wall
! Nov 15! Indentured Servants, Apprenticeships, American Surnames 
! Dec 20! Christmas Social

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium)
! July & Aug ! No meetings. Summer break.
! Sep 20! “Historical Records of Volusia County” by Lis Whitaker 
! Oct 18!! TBA. Presentation by Ron & Alice Howell
! Nov 15! "How to Put your Family Heritage in a Historical Context" by 
   Bruce Pauling
! Dec 20! Christmas Social

Check the calendar for any changes http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs

  
  Who Do You Think You Are? returns for another season this summer on Sundays at 
9:00 PM, starting on July 26th.  Some of this seasons guests will include Tom Bergeron, 
Bryan Cranston, Ginnifer Goodwin, Alfrie Woodard, and author J. K. Rawling (of Harry 
Potter fame).  The show will again be broadcast on The Learning Channel (TLC).
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Writing Contest 

 “The ancestor who surprised me the most”
! This theme is the topic for this year’s annual writing contest, open to 
all residents of Volusia County, with entries being accepted between June 1 
and October 18, 2015. 
! To enter, submit an essay you have written of 500 words or less, 
about your  most surprising ancestor. There are cash prizes: First place, 
$100; second, $50 and third, $25. All participants will receive a certificate of 
recognition.
! All entries must include a completed, signed entry form, available at 
the Library. By submitting this form with your story, you will automatically 
acknowledge this to be the property of Roots & Branches. This consent 
gives them the right to publish publicly in print or electronically. Failure to 
properly complete this form will automatically disqualify you. 
! Mail your story and form to Roots & Branches Genealogical Society 
at: DeLand Regional Library, 130 East Howry Avenue, DeLand FL 32721.

Calendar of Events
By Dianne Goshorn

.
July 2015

Jul 11, Sat, 1:00 PM:  Imperial Polk Genealogical Society Meeting.  Peter Summers, Military Records.  
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lakeland, 3140 Troy Ave., Lakeland, FL

Jul 15, Wed, 9 - 10:00 PM:  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  James M. Beidler, 
German Research Online.  Free during broadcast online, must pre-register.  
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html. 

Jul 16, Thurs, 8 – 9:00 PM:  Florida State Genealogy State Society Webinar.  Diahan Southard, Using 
DNA To Explore Our Origins, Part 2. Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253. 

August 2015
Aug 1, Sat, 1 – 2:00 PM:  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Cyndi Ingle,  Remedies 
for Copy & Paste Genealogy.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register.  
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html. 

Aug 8, Sat, 1:00 PM:  Imperial Polk Genealogical Society Meeting.  Pamela J. Cooper,  Remember 
the Ladies.  Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lakeland, 3140 Troy Ave., Lakeland, FL.
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Aug 19, Wed, 9 – 10:00 PM:  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Kathryn Lake Ho-
gan,  Finding Your Ancestors Using Canadian Records.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register.  
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html

Aug 20, Thurs, 8 – 9:00 PM:  Florida State Genealogy State Society Webinar.  KC Reid, Where You 
Are Depends on When You Are:  Resources for Finding Your American Ancestors in Time and Space.  
Free during broadcast, must pre-register.  http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253.

September 2015
Sep 5, Sat, 1 – 2:00 PM:  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Michael L. Strauss,  
The Great War:  Researching Your World War I Ancestors.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register.  
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html

Sep 10, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 PM:  Halifax Genealogical Society Meeting.  Bill Meister,  Genealogy Time-
lines, a Valuable, Underused Research Tool.  Ormond Beach Regional Library, 30 S. Beach St., Ormond 
Beach, FL.  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs.  

Sep 12, Sat, 1:00 PM:  Imperial Polk Genealogical Society Meeting.  Jack Butler,  Wills and Estates:  
Genealogy’s Gold Mines.  Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lakeland, 3140 Troy Ave., Lakeland, FL. 

Sep 16, Wed, 8 – 9:00 PM:  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Diana Crisman 
Smith, Coming to America:  The Immigrant Experience.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register.  
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html

Sep 17, Thurs, 8 – 9:00 PM:  Florida State Genealogy State Society Webinar.  Thomas MacEntee,  
Mapping Your Genealogy:  From A to Z and In-Between.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register. 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253.

October 2015
Oct 10, Sat, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM:  Florida Genealogical Society (Tampa) Fall Seminar.  Cyndi Ingle, 
creator of Cyndi’s List will present a full day of talks to help you become a better researcher.  Check web-
site for updates and details as they become available.  www.fgstampa.org/eventListings.php?nm+51. 

May 2016
May 4 – 7, Wed – Sat:  National Genealogical Society Annual Conference,  Exploring the Centuries:  
Footprints in Time.  Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB), Fort Lauderdale, FL.  
Three hotels are now accepting reservations for attendees of the conference:  the Hilton Fort Lauderdale 
Marina (conference hotel), Renaissance Fort Lauderdale Cruise Port Hotel, and the Fort Lauderdale Em-
bassy Suites.  Reservations must go through the Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(CVB) to receive the NGS rate, http://www.sunny.org/ngs. or call CVB (877-664-4774). 9:00 – 5:00 Mon – 
Fri.
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Who We Are: 
Roots & Branches was formed in 1986, and is dedicated to educating its members and 
the community about proper genealogical research methods and sources, preserving 
records of genealogical value, and making them available to others.

When & Where We Meet:  
Our meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month (except July and August), 
at 2:00 PM, in the first floor Auditorium of the DeLand Public Library, 130 East Howry 
Avenue, DeLand, Florida. Our Programs include knowledgeable speakers on a variety 
of topics. We also have a 45 minute lesson before the meeting, at 1:00 PM in the first 
floor Conference Room, given by one of our experienced members. Guests are always 
welcome

What Else We Do:  
Our members provide volunteer coverage in the Genealogy and Local History Room 
on the second floor. We attempt to provide coverage whenever the library is open. The 
library hours are: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am to 7:30 pm, Fri & Sat 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, and 
Sun 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
We sponsor an annual writing contest to encourage members and those in the com-
munity to share their family history. Monetary prizes are awarded for first, second, and 
third place entries.

Editorial Policy
 The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries prior to publication. 
Neither Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County nor the Editor 
assumes any responsibility for errors on the part of the contributor. Material contained 
in this publication may be quoted if credit is given for the source.
 Please Note:  Submission of articles and information by members is essential to 
this newsletter.  If you enjoy receiving the newsletter please submit articles about your 
family research. Contact the Editor with questions about potential articles, or to share 
your ideas or feedback. Thank you.

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Questions?
 We strive to produce an interesting newsletter with original material.  Our goal 
is to leave a trail that will help others. Our focus is an ever expanding circle: Volusia 
County, Florida, United States---and the world! Are we succeeding?  Please send feed-
back to guide us. Send your ideas and your problems, perhaps someone in the Society 
can assist you with a brick wall. 
 Have a Query? We will include it in the newsletter so the WORLD will see it and 
assist.  The newsletter is widely distributed including to the PERSI database at Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne,  Indiana (ACPL).
Editor:  Dianne Goshorn,   dgoshorn@cfl.rr.com 
Associate Editor: Gerald Remington, remington.jer@gmail.com
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Roots & Branches Contacts

Volusia County Regional Public Library

30 East Howry Avenue DeLand, Florida 32724
Library site: volusialibrary.org

Genealogy and Local History Room
Phone: (386) 822-6930 ext 20764

Roots & Branches Genealogical Society
Website: rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs

Volusia County Florida Genealogy 
volusiagenealogy.net

     Officers 2014-2015
 

 President:  Harriet Bolin 

Past President: Louise Caccamise

 VP Programs / Publicity:  Marsha Zitzelberger 
  

 VP Membership:  Mary Lois Kelley

 Recording/Corresponding Secretary: Jane Burr

 Treasurer: Judy Warensford

 Newsletter Editor: Dianne Goshorn

 Associate Editor: Gerald Remington

 Distribution:  Mary Lois Kelley

 Web Master:  Elliott C. Lee
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Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County
130 E. Howry Avenue, DeLand, FL 32724

To:
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