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Holy Rollo, I’m Norwegian?                
--Gerald Remington

! I discovered that I am part Norwegian, a descendant 
of Rollo the Dane. He was known as Hrolf Rognvaldsson, 
Rollo, Rollon, Rouf, Rou, Row, Hrolf the Ganger (gang 
name?), or Rolf the Walker (street name?). Supposedly he 
was too tall for a horse and wouldn’t look cool, so he walked. 
Both Norway and Denmark lay claim to him today, but back 
then neither place wanted him. I suppose he was considered 
Danish because, unlike the Norwegians who sailed west and 
north, he went south like the Danes, looting and tooting his 
way down the coast and up French rivers. In his line of work, 
he had to change his name a lot and/or skip town.

! Like all the Vikings, 
he had fun looting. There 
were no such thing as na-
tions to stop him. France, 
Germany, England would 
not be invented for quite 
some time. Lords duked it 
out mostly with each other 
(and family) over neighbor-
hood turf. None of them had 
tough names like “the 
Great,” so they didn’t have 
enough cred to lead all the 
gangs. You just had to pit 
one gang against another--
or get your cousin to kill 
your brother so you can get 

his stuff.
! The Norsemen had already been through that. Swedes, Danes, Norwegians were all about tag-
ging each other’s turf (even though they had a common bond of salmon). At various times, Denmark 
owned Norway, or Sweden owned Denmark, or whatever. 
! They did have a form of government called “Thing.” Trouble is, everyone “did their own thing”: 
Norwegians went west to kill Scots, and Irish monks (helping them keep the vow of poverty by taking their 
gold), and to Find-new-land near Canada. Swedes went east to Russia to promote blondness and skiing. 
Danes went south to sample wine and cheese before France got all snooty about it. The raid-ees got a 
little smart and started hiring the raiders to guard their river entries, while they were off killing their cous-
ins. Like paying off the mafia to keep your docks safe.
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! Charles the Bald (823-877) Rollo sailed up the Seine River and took Rouen, which he did not 
ruin, but held as a base of operations. He had a number of victories over the Franks. The Vikings devas-
tated the country of the north, the valleys of the Seine and Loire, and even up to the borders of Aquitaine. 
Several times Charles was forced to purchase their retreat at a heavy price [see: vigorish]. Later, Charles 
made his army more mobile by providing for a cavalry element. (“Hey, horses can out run Vikings!”) He 
fortified bridges at all the rivers to block the Viking incursions. Two of these bridges at Paris saved the city 
in 885, and now provide romantic spots for lovers.
! Charles the Fat (884-887)  Rollo was one of the leaders of the Viking fleet under Sigfred which 
besieged Paris in 865. When Sigfred retreated, Rollo stayed behind and was eventually bought off 
[vigorish] by Charles who sent him to harry Burgundy. He couldn’t find Harry Burgundy, so he had a nice 
Merlot.
! Charles the Simple (879-929): Did not make things so simple. He “defeated” Rollo in 911. Well, 
kept him out of Paris, anyway. But in the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte, 
Rollo had to:
! • Swear allegiance to the king
! • Change his name to Robert
! • Convert to Christianity
! • Take ownership of Normandy and Brittany
! • Keep other Vikings out of the Seine
! And he had to marry Charles’ daughter Gisela. (Who she was 
is uncertain. Charles the Simple maybe had a daughter Gisela.His rela-
tive Charles the Fat had a daughter named Gisla. Or was it Charles the 
Bald? Would a Viking take a woman who might turn out to be simple, 
fat, or bald like her dad?)  
! Actually, Rollo was already married (891) to Poppa, whom he 
picked up--literally--on one of his raids. She didn’t mind, and thought 
“Poppa Rollo” had a ring to it, as long as there was a ring with it. They 
had kids, or I wouldn’t be here. 
! Rollo was made ruler of Normandy, centered around the city of 
Rouen. There exists some argument among historians as to whether Rollo was a "duke" or a "count.” He 
may have preferred “dude.”(Like today’s long-haired coastal types).

! According to legend, when required to kiss the foot of King Char-
les, Rollo refused and had one of his warriors do so in his place. His 
warrior then lifted Charles' foot up to his mouth causing the king to fall 
to the ground. (Talk about putting a foot in your mouth).
! Rollo divided land among his chieftains and settled there with a 
de facto capital in Rouen. He stayed true to his word, defending the 
Seine river. However he also continued to act like a Viking (go figure) 
with attacks on Flanders. When Charles was deposed, Rollo consid-
ered his oath to the King to be over and began a period of expansion 
westwards to Le Mans, Bayeux, Bessin.
! “As Rollo's death drew near (according to historian Adhemar), he 
went mad and had a hundred Christian prisoners beheaded to honor 
the gods he once worshipped, but also distributed a hundred pounds of 
gold around the churches in honour of the God in whose name he had 
accepted baptism.” Pagan? Christian? Or just hedging his bets, like the 
devout mafia dons? (I know it says Holy Rollo in the title, but that’s 
more an expression).

! I don’t know if I feel like a Viking, although I do like salmon, married a Norwegian, and named my 
son Eric. Having Rollo as an ancestor is cool, a lot better than “Godfrey the Dumb” or something. I’m glad 
he is my 34th great-grandfather by way of a bunch of Normans from England.

[Note: All the facts in this story are pretty much based on what the historians are still arguing about. Any 
resemblance to reality is intentional. Rollo is real, and not to be confused with candy or a carnival game.
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President's Message 
Dear Fellow Tree-climbers,

 It’s Spring!  New growth, renewed energy, new hope, 
new trails to follow to find our roots.  Which way to go? 
  I’m excited about all the possibilities in the several 
hundred DNA “cousins” who hope we will have a connection.  
It’s interesting how a single match on the spectrum gives rise to 
the hope we’ll be related in even more ways. Most times, no 
family surname matches, but the expectation is there, anyway. 
And this produces more energy to keep looking.
 Frequently, the path goes to a new library – like the 

Orange County Genealogy Center in Ocoee. A little farther than when it was in 
downtown Orlando, but well worth the drive.  I have personally made discoveries in 
four other libraries: New York City Library, Daytona’s City Island Library, the Ge-
neva Public Library in Geneva, OH, and our own Genealogy Room in the Deland 
Regional Library.  Each had a crucial piece of data that propelled me on to even bet-
ter finds.  
 In February, Clyde Stickney gave a great map for finding information in 
courthouses. If you did not hear him in person, Jane Burr recapped his talk in the 
February minutes of the meeting she sent to all in an email. I recall spending hours 
in the records rooms of several New England counties while my husband and I were 
traveling. He knew the key to open those treasure troves. With a bit of strategic 
planning, your leisurely motor vacation could “just happen” to go through the 
county where you need that bit of vital information.  Sneaky, what?
 For the “dark of night” researchers, the new time allows you more dark 
mornings to hunt on your computer. Or, for the “broad daylight” sleuths, perhaps a 
late afternoon stroll through the cemetery to see if you have missed a fact or even 
another relative on other visits. 
 Do look at the listing of seminars and webinars that Dianne and Jerry have 
listed in this issue of our newsletter.  You just never know when a particular topic or 
speaker will have a key for your search.
 Happy Treeclimbing.
 Harriet Bolin, President of Roots and Branches.
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Who We Are: 
Roots & Branches was formed in 1986, 
and is dedicated to educating its mem-
bers and the community about proper 
genealogical research methods and 
sources, preserving records of genea-
logical value, and making them avail-
able to others.

When & Where We Meet:  
Our meetings are held on the third 
Sunday of every month (except July 
and August), at 2:00 PM, in the first 
floor Auditorium of the DeLand Public 
Library, 130 East Howry Avenue, De-
Land, Florida. Our Programs include 
knowledgeable speakers on a variety of 
topics. We also have a 45 minute lesson 
before the meeting, at 1:00 PM in the 
first floor Conference Room, given by 
one of our experienced members. Guests 
are always welcome

What Else We Do:  
Our members provide volunteer cover-
age in the Genealogy and Local His-
tory Room on the second floor. We at-
tempt to provide coverage whenever the 
library is open. The library hours are: 
Mon-Thurs 9:30 am to 7:30 pm, Fri & 
Sat 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, and Sun 1:00 to 
5:00 pm.
We sponsor an annual writing contest 
to encourage members and those in the 
community to share their family history. 
Monetary prizes are awarded for first, 
second, and third place entries.

 

Editorial Policy
 The Editor reserves the right to edit arti-
cles, files or queries prior to publication. Nei-
ther Roots & Branches Genealogical Society 
of West Volusia County nor the Editor as-
sumes any responsibility for errors on the 
part of the contributor. Material contained in 
this publication may be quoted if credit is 
given for the source.
 Please Note:  Submission of articles 
and information by members is essential to 
this newsletter.  If you enjoy receiving the 
newsletter please submit articles about your 
family research. Contact the Editor with 
questions about potential articles, or to share 
your ideas or feedback. Thank you.

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Questions?
 We strive to produce an interesting 
newsletter with original material.  Our goal is 
to leave a trail that will help others. Our focus 
is an ever expanding circle: Volusia County, 
Florida, United States---and the world! Are 
we succeeding?  Please send feedback to 
guide us. Send your ideas and your problems, 
perhaps someone in the Society can assist you 
with a brick wall. 
 Have a Query? We will include it in the 
newsletter so the WORLD will see it and as-
sist.  The newsletter is widely distributed in-
cluding to the PERSI database at Allen 
County Public Library in Fort Wayne,  Indi-
ana (ACPL).
Editor:  Dianne Goshorn,   
dgoshorn@cfl.rr.com 
Associate Editor: Gerald Remington, 
remington.jer@gmail.com
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A Visit to Our Local History - Genealogy Room
By Dianne Goshorn

 On a recent Wednesday morning I made a 
trip to our Local History - Genealogy Room, 
housed at the DeLand Regional Public Library, and 
staffed by our Roots & Branches volunteers (I will 
refer to this room as the Genealogy Room hereaf-
ter).  One of our volunteers, Esther Gould, had 
agreed to give me a tour and share some of the re-
sources available there.  It had been a while since I 
had an overview of the collection, and never such a 
thorough one.  It was a treat.
 While I was waiting for Esther to finish as-
sisting a genealogy visitor I browsed through the 
collection of journals on the bookcase to the right of 
the door as you enter.  On the top shelf are the most 
recent issues of The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, The Florida Historical 

Quarterly, The Florida Genealogist, NGS Magazine (National Genealogical Society), A Journal 
of Northwest Florida, American Spirit (DAR),  American Ancestors (NEHGS), The Southern Ge-
nealogical Exchange, The American Genealogists, and National Genealogical Society Quarterly.  
Some of the more recent issues are on the shelves and earlier issues are in a storage room acces-
sible by the volunteers.
 The room is organized into sec-
tions, with the first area of shelving de-
voted to general research topics.  This is 
where the Census Index books for the indi-
vidual states are found, as well as books on 
immigration, passenger lists, ships, her-
aldry, genealogy “how to” books, pub-
lished family histories, the military and 
specific wars, and various international re-
sources (British, Irish, Canadian & more).  
The rest of the shelves in the middle of the 
room contain books and journals from the states, divided into geographic regions (Northeast, 
Midwest, Southeast, etc.).  Esther pointed out some of the special items in the Northeast area.  
She said one often overlooked is the 10 volume series The Great Migration, 1620 – 1635. An-
other is the four volume set, Genealogy of New England.
 Esther emphasized the fine collection of books on Florida, particularly of DeLand and 
West Volusia. There are histories of many of the cities in the area, cemetery indexes, and several 
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volumes of Spanish land grants.  The only book of maps in the room is the City of DeLand Platt 
Book, compiled in 1950.  This includes maps of sections of DeLand with some including the 
names of the property owners at the time, written in by hand.  In addition, there are microfilm 
records of the DeLand newspapers in the Library’s microfilm collection, dating back to 1892.
The Genealogy Room has a computer with online access to the Ancestry Library Version, and 
other databases accessible through the Library’s website, including Fold3 and Heritage Quest.  
This computer is available for visitors to use when there is a volunteer on duty in the room.  Visi-
tors are welcome to bring laptops and tablets into the library and can access free WiFi in the 

building.
Another often overlooked resource is the 
collection of materials in the “hanging 
files” in the filing cabinets behind the 
volunteer’s desk.  There are individual 
files of newspaper articles and other loose 
materials organized by surnames and 
other topics.  Many of the early families 
from DeLand and West Volusia have files 
as do some of the local churches.  Some 
of the cabinets contain obituaries attached 

to index cards, published in the News-Journal and The Beacon, dating from 1996-2002. 
 A unique feature in the Genealogy Room is the Brownell Collection.  This is named after 
Daphne M. Brownell, who was a volunteer and professional genealogist.  She collected newspa-
per articles and completed additional research on families in DeLand.  This collection is in a 
multi volume set of binders on the wall to the left as you enter the room.  The collection has also 
been digitized and can be viewed on the “offline” computer in the room.
 Along the wall to the right as you enter the room is a collection of DAR books.  There are 
many volumes of earlier indexes and Lineage Books. These date from 1893 to 1919.  Binders of 
DAR magazines date from 1916 forward.  Also in this area is the collection of City Directories 
from DeLand and the Greater Daytona Beach Area.  The City Directories for DeLand date back 
as early as 1907, with a regular collection starting in the early 1940’s.  Some phone books for 
Daytona Beach, Sanford, and the West Volusia area are on these shelves, as well.
 All of the materials in the Genealogy Room are reference materials, for use in the Gene-
alogy Room only.  You may take them to the copy machine located near the room, on the Second 
Floor.  The published materials in the Genealogy Room are catalogued within the Volusia Public 
Library System and can be searched online through the Surfcat system (www.volusialibrary.org, 
click on Library Catalog along the top row of tabs).  If you just want to see what is available in 
DeLand you can narrow your search by selecting the DeLand location along the right side of the 
page.  The Daytona Beach Regional Library (City Island) also has a very nice genealogy room, 
so you may want to see what is over there, too.  I’ll visit that location soon and share that in a 
later newsletter.
 I cannot say enough about the resources in the Genealogy Room.  I plan to return soon 
and use quite a few in my own research.  I challenge each of you to visit and explore as well.  
And thank you to Esther Gould for the thorough orientation.  (By the way, Esther Gould was 

6

http://www.volusialibrary.org
http://www.volusialibrary.org


chosen as the Volunteer of the Month for March for the DeLand Public Regional Library 
-Congratulations Esther) 
Please Note:  If you have genealogy related books that you no longer need, please consider do-
nating them directly to Roots & Branches, for inclusion in the collection.  Thank you.

Seminar Trip 2015
                                           

         
Roots & Branches members at the 2015 Genealogy Seminar, Jan.24, 2015, Hosted by the Volusia-Flagler Council of 
Genealogical Societies.  Left to right, Dianne Goshorn, Arlene Liggett, Judy Warensford, Barbara Ford, John Her-
man, Harriet Bolin, Carol Dowling , Carol Izzo, and John Izzo.

In Memoriam

 

We honor the memories of previous members of Roots & Branches.
Stephen Marsh Straight, December 24, 1917 – January 28, 2015

William Paul Marcolese, 1917 – March 14, 2015
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Stonewall: Jack’s Dad
--Gerald Remington

 A common problem for genealogists is to raise the family story from supposition 
to documented fact. It is particularly ironic to me that men in my family who had careers 
in journalism spanning close to 100 years would themselves lack facts about their lives. 
My dad Harry (Harold George) had to have a his birth post-documented in 1960. His dad 
Jack (Harold George), born in a hotel on the road, did not have a birth certificate. How-
ever, I do have other documents for them: census, marriage, death, obituary. 
 Researching my great grandfather was the most problematic. Not totally a sheer 
cliff, but a stone wall with loose stones. His name and place of birth varied---even on of-
ficial documents!

1908 STATE OF WISCONSIN CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE:  Jack Remington of Eau 
Claire; 26; born, Kansas; occupation, Editor. Father: Robert Remington, New 
York;  Mother:  Sne. L. Smith, New York. [Note: Luell? Smith]

1908 ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH: Jack's Marriage Record. Parents Robert Remington and 
Susan Smith of New York 

1918 PASSPORT AFFIDAVIT:  Jack Remington names his father as George.
1920 CENSUS: For Minneapolis shows Kansas as Jack’s birthplace
1946 DEATH CERTIFICATE: Harold George Remington, b. Nashville, Barry County, Michi-

gan. Father Byron Remington, b. Vermont, Mother, Susan Smith, b. Michigan

 I searched initially for Robert and/or Susan of New York or Michigan. There were 
either thousands, or---on a refined search---none. I could find no Robert and Susan 
match. I decided Susan was a solid choice, given her triple mention and her first name 
rather specific. I decided on Byron as an “easier” candidate because the name is less 
common. 
 I did not find a documented Byron and Susan match, but I did find them separately: 
Susannah L. Smith of Michigan and Byron of Wisconsin. Both came from settled farm 
families. Both "disappeared" from their 1880 family censuses, putting Byron at age 21 
and Susan at age 24 in 1881 when Jack was born. 
 How someone from the middle of Wisconsin met a woman from mid-Michigan is 
somewhat puzzling, but not impossible. I made the assumption I had the right couple in 
the absence of other choices. Having a Byron and a specific Susannah L. Smith in a mid-
West locale gave me some confidence since the area features in later family history. My 
inference is that they met in a “big city,” eloped from wherever they met, but things did 
not work as expected. 
 Jack’s passport application provides some facts, but also some mystery. 
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1918 PASSPORT APPLICATION JACK REMINGTON
 
! [?] date of my birth my parents were stopping at Wichita [Kansa]s, en route from 
Oklahoma to Vermont, and I was born at the hotel in [Wichi]ta; so far as I know my birth was 
never recorded and my parents being [?]able I solemnly swear that I was born at Wichita in 
the state of Kansas, on or about the 1st day of January, 1881, that [?]r father George 
Remington was born in Vermont and is now dead. that I have resided outside the United 
States at the following places for the following periods: England France, from 1884 to 1898 
with my father who was duly registered as an American citizen while abroad; and that I am 
domiciled in the United States, my permanent residence being at St. Paul, in the state of 
Minnesota, where I follow the occupation of Newspaper Reporter. 
! I am about to go abroad temporarily; and I intend to return to the United States 
within one year with the purpose of residing and performing the duties of citizenship therein; 
and I desire a passport for use in visiting the countries hereinafter named for the following 
purpose: France. To engage in War Activities (publicity work) under Knights of Columbus
! I intend to leave the United States from the port of New York, NY, sailing on board 
the (name unknown) on as soon as passport received. Issued: July 18, 1918

 Why did Byron go to Europe--apparently alone--with his infant son, in 1884? (A 
Nashville, Michigan reference as Jack's birthplace could have been a three year stop 
while the infant grew). The absence of a reference to Susan making the trip leads me to 
believe she might have died in childbirth or shortly after, or separated from Byron and 
baby.
 How and why he went to England after he was apparently heading to Vermont (to 
relatives?) is uncertain. Jack states that he and Byron were in England from 1884 to 1898 
and Jack started a news career in London. Perhaps Byron himself was a journalist as a 
young man and thus had been led to Oklahoma and Kansas, Vermont and Europe by a de-
sire to explore and report on things beyond the Midwest farm. What contacts (distant 
relatives?) would he have had in England?
 The years 1898 to 1907 are ambiguous. It is unknown what Byron did in that time 
frame, but son Jack was working for Lord Northcliffe (a young newspaper owner) as a 
reporter for the Paris Editon of The New York Herald and for The London Times. 
Looking for listings of George (or Byron) and son Harold (or Jack), in England has borne 
no fruit as yet. I don’t know if they would be listed as staff in the newspapers’ archives. 
 Jack must have made his way back to the States by about 1907 since he met my 
grandmother and married in Eau Claire, Wisconsin in 1908. The fact that he chose Wis-
consin of all places to come "home" to, confirms in retrospect that I have the right choice 
of Byron as his father, who--while originally born in Vermont--moved to Lindina, Wis-
consin (not far from Eau Claire, which was a hot spot at the time). At that time, there 
would be surviving relatives for Jack to see: William Stephen Remington, his brother and 
last remaining sibling; William's spouse Etta; and their children Albert, Merton, Inez and 
Alfred. 
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 Finally, Byron's time and place of death is unknown. Jack affirms that he died prior 
to 1918. There are no census listings for Byron in the United States in 1910, and no 
obituaries or death records as yet. He most likely had no land holdings. He might not 
have bothered with a will. 
 I am still driven to find out more about Byron, such as what or who led him to Eng-
land, and his occupation or accomplishments in the lost years. It would be good to con-
firm him. 

 

Roots & Branches Meetings Calendar
LESSONS (1 p.m – Conference Room)  Rosemary Sutton presenting.
! May 17! Skeletons in the Closet
! June 21! Armchair and Road Research Trips
! July & Aug ! No meetings. Summer break.
! Sep 20! Family History Including Genetic Heredity
! Oct 18!! Hitting a Brick Wall
! Nov 15! Indentured Servants, Apprenticeships and American Surnames 
! Dec 20! Christmas Social

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium)
! Apr 19!! “Civil War Medicine: Infectious Disease & Immunity” by Peter 
! ! ! Mullen 
! May 17! “Bag & Brag” Members Participation: show & tell for family artifacts!
! June 21! TBA
! July & Aug ! No meetings. Summer break.
! Sep 20! “Historical Records of Volusia County” by Lis Whitaker 
! Oct 18!! TBA. Presentation by Ron & Alice Howell
! Nov 15! TBA
! Dec 20! Christmas Social

Check the calendar for any changes http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs

Quick Quip

In the Civil War, the cavalry unit for one area of Pennsylvania was mustered at Gallopsville. 
Well...of course. 
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Calendar of Events
By Dianne Goshorn

There are a limited number of genealogy events within a reasonable distance in the coming months.  However, there 
is a wide variety of webinars that are free during the broadcast. 

April 2015
Apr 1, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, Genealogy 101, Part 1 of 3. 
Free during broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php. 
Apr 4, Sat, 1:00 – 2:00 PM (Eastern): Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Nancy Waters Lauer, 
She Has the Same Name, Is She Her Sister? Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html. 
Apr 8, Wed, 9:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Beth Foulk, American Revolution Genealogy. Free during 
broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php. 
Apr 9, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 PM: Halifax Genealogical Society Meeting.  Vivian Bell, Not Just a Pretty Picture: 
Using Postcards for Genealogical Research.. Ormond Beach Regional Library, 30 S. Beach St., Ormond Beach, FL.  
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs. 
Apr 15, Wed, 9:00 – 10:00 PM (Eastern): Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Michael D. La-
copo, Incorporating Social History Into Your Genealogical Research.. Free during broadcast online, must pre-
register. http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html. 
Apr 15, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Warren Bittner, Ten Genealogical Lessons I Learned the 
Hard Way. Free during broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.
Apr 16, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00 PM: Florida State Genealogical Society Webinar.  Diahan Southard, Unsing DNA to 
Explore Our Origins, Part 1. Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253. 
Apr 22, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Judy Russell, D-I-V-O-R-C-E! Free during broadcast, 
must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.
Apr 24, Fri, 2:00 PM: Legacy Family Tree Webinar. Bernice Alexander Bennett, US Colored Troops Civil War 
Widows’ Pension Applications.   Free during broadcast, must pre-register. 
http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.

May 2015
May 2, Sat, 1:00 – 2 ;00 PM (Eastern):  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Gary M. Smith, 
Around Brick Walls Sideways: Using Collateral Lines to Further Your Genealogy Research. Free during broadcast 
online, must pre-register. http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.
May 6, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, Genealogy 101, Part 2 of 3. 
Free during broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.
May 14, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 PM:  Halifax Genealogical Society Meeting.  Thomas MacEntee, Researching Your 
War of 1812 Ancestors. Ormond Beach Regional Library, 30 S. Beach St., Ormond Beach, FL. 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs. 
May 13 – 16, Wed – Sat:  National Genealogical Society 2015 Family History Conference. (NGS) Crossroads of 
America.  St. Charles Convention Center, St. Charles, MO.  www.ngsgenealogy.com. 
May 14 & 15, Thurs & Fri: Live Streaming of NGS 2015 Family History Conference. Deadline to register & 
prepay is April 29. Ten lectures will be streamed live from the Crossroads of America conference.  Options to pur-
chase one or two tracks for Thurs & Fri, $65 for one track for members, $80 for non-members. $115 for two tracks 
for members, and $140 for non-members. See website for list of lectures in each track.  
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/attend/live-streaming/. 
May 20, Wed, 9:00 – 10:00 PM (Eastern):  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Paula Stuart-
Warren, The WPA Era: What It Created for Genealogists. Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.
May 21, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00 PM: Florida State Genealogical Society Webinar.  Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, Ticked 
Off! Those Pesky Pre-1850 “Tic Marks”.  Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253. 
May 27, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Mary Hill, Migration Patterns East of the Mississippi 
River.  Free during broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.

June 2015
Jun 3, Wed, 2:00 PM:  Legacy Family Tree Webinar.  Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, Genealogy 101, Part 3 of 3.  
Free during broadcast, must pre-register. http://www.familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars.php.
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Jun 17, Wed, 9:00 – 10:00 PM (Eastern):  Southern California Genealogical Society Webinar.  Debbie Mi-
eszala, Lessons From a Snoop:  Collaterals & Associates. Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.
Jun 18, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00 PM:  Florida State Genealogical Society Webinar.  Judy M. Russell, Facts, Photos, &  
Fair Use: Copyright Law for Genealogists. Free during broadcast online, must pre-register. 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253. 

Genealogy News
By Dianne Goshorn

 1)  The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) has added a fea-
ture to the Genealogy Research System (GRS) that they have provided to aid general genealogi-
cal research by the public.  GRS users (membership not required) have long been able to pur-
chase Record Copies that show the lineage going back to the ancestor who contributed to the 
American Revolution.  Now the supporting documents that were submitted to support the line-
age application can also be purchased.  In order to protect personal information, applications or 
vital records that are less than 100 years old will not be available.  Visit the website, 
http://www.dar.org/, and click on GRS at the top of the home page.
 2) The National Genealogical Society is once again offering live streaming of 10 lectures 
from their annual conference in May 2015.  This information is in the Calendar of Events in this 
newsletter, but I mention it here as the deadline to register for the live streaming is April 29. 
Visit their website to register, http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/attend/live-streaming/. 
 3) If you enjoy reading you may enjoy the Genealogy Book Club, focused on books with 
genealogy and family history themes, promoted by Lisa Louise Cooke of Genealogy Gems.  
The books are reviewed in her blog as well as in her Podcasts, audio segments you can access 
and download from her website, http://www.lisalouisecooke.com.  For those who may not have 
computer access I will share the book titles here.  The * in front of the title indicates that the 
book is in the circulating collection of the Volusia Public Library System.                                                                                                                             

*Orphan Tree, by Christina Baker Kline (featured book for 1st quarter of 2015)
*She Left the Gun:  My Mother’s Life Before Me, by Emma Brockes
*Annie’s Ghosts:  A Journey into a Family Secret, by Steve Luxenberg
  The Journey Takers, by Leslie Albrect Huber
*Running Away to Home:  Our Family’s Journey to Croatia in Search of Who We Are,  
 Where We  Came From, and What Really Matters, by Jennifer Wilson
  Family, by Ian Frazier
  Five-Finger Discount:  A Crooked Family History, by Helene Stopinski
*Mordecai:  An Early American Family, by Emily Bingham

Genealogy Road Show
 Want to be on TV for a filming of your quest on the Genealogy Road Show? Fill out a 
casting application at: genealogyroadshow.org/casting-page. They will ask questions like the 
purpose of your search, any Gedcom file, pictures, and so forth.
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Roots & Branches Contacts

Volusia County Regional Public Library

30 East Howry Avenue DeLand, Florida 32724
Library site: volusialibrary.org

Genealogy and Local History Room
Phone: (386) 822-6930 ext 20764

Roots & Branches Genealogical Society
Website: rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs

Volusia County Florida Genealogy 
volusiagenealogy.net

     Officers 2014-2015
 

 President:  Harriet Bolin 

Past President: Louise Caccamise

 VP Programs / Publicity:  Marsha Zitzelberger 
  

 VP Membership:  Mary Lois Kelley

 Recording/Corresponding Secretary: Jane Burr

 Treasurer: Judy Warensford

 Newsletter Editor: Dianne Goshorn

 Associate Editor: Gerald Remington

 Distribution:  Mary Lois Kelley

 Web Master:  Elliott C. Lee

Roots & Branches Reports

 Treasurer’s Report:  Judy Warensford reported a balance of $5,288.76 as of March 13, 
2015.  Income since January 16, 2015 included $450 in dues, $39 for the 50/50 and $2.75 for 
book sale proceeds.  Expenses included $150 for speaker fees, $17.58 for the newsletter, and $45 
for membership in Federation of Genealogy Societies.
 Membership Report:  Mary Lois Kelly reports we have 43 members and 36 member-
ships (some memberships are for couples).  We welcome new members, Jeanette Otto and Patsy 
Robertson.
 Website Report:  Elliott Lee has included the past four newsletters in the Current Infor-
mation section of the website.  This is listed on the left side of the home page at 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs. 
 Newsletter Report:  The Summer issue of the newsletter will be published July 1, 2015.  
The deadline for submitting articles, news, pictures, etc. is June 5, 2015.  Please submit to Gerald 
Remington, Associate Editor, at remington.jer@gmail.com.   

Quick Quip 

Phoebe’s mother pleaded with her daughter not to marry Mr. Beebe: “Phoebe, baby--‘Phoebe 
Beebe’? Plus, his name is Abraham, and he’s in the Navy: Abie Beebe, Seabee’? Really!”
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Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County
130 E. Howry Avenue, 
DeLand, FL 32724

To:
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