
Roots & Branches Genealogical

Society of West Volusia County

              Fall Newsletter         Oct – Dec 2014

A quarterly newsletter published Jan (Winter), Apr (Spring), Jul (Summer), & Oct (Fall)

Who We Are:

     Roots & Branches was formed in 1986, and is 
dedicated to educating its members and the 
community about proper genealogical research 
methods and sources, preserving records of 
genealogical value, and making them available to 
others.

When & Where We Meet:

     Our meetings are held on the third Sunday of 
every month (except July and August), at 2:00 
PM, in the first floor Auditorium of the DeLand 
Public Library, 130 East Howry Avenue, 
DeLand, Florida.  

     Our Programs include knowledgeable 
speakers on a variety of topics.  We also have a 
45 minute lesson before the meeting, at 1:00 PM 
in the first floor Conference Room, given by one 
of our experienced members.  Guests are always 
welcome.

What Else We Do:

     Our members provide volunteer coverage in 
the Genealogy and Local History Room on the 
second floor of the DeLand Public Library.  We 
attempt to provide coverage whenever the library 
is open.  The library hours are: Mon-Thurs 9:30 
am to 7:30 pm, Fri & Sat 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, 
and Sun 1:00 to 5:00 pm. 

     We sponsor an annual writing contest to 
encourage members and those in the community 
to share their family history.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded for first, second, and third place entries.

June Lawrence showing pictures of “MOJO” along with 

Marsha Zitzelberger at the September Meeting

September Meeting
     Lillian “June” Lawrence shared “My Life & My 
Travels with MOJO” at our September Meeting. 
“MOJO” was a 1939 Austin Taxi Cab that was named 
for four friends, Marie, Olive, June and Oriole.  In 1956 
June and her friends drove 5,000 miles through The 
British Isles, England, Scotland, Ireland and Europe, a 
total of 12 countries.  She told of many amusing 
episodes with the car and people they met, as well as 
sobering memories of searching for the graves of family 
members who perished in WWII. June is an inspiring 
woman and this was a very unusual trip for four young 
women at that time.
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2014 – 2015 Officers
President:  Harriet Bolin

1st VP/Programs & Publicity:  Marsha Zitzelberger

2nd VP/Membership:  Mary Lois Kelley

Recording & Corresponding Secretary:  Jane Burr

Treasurer:  Judy Warensford

Newsletter Distribution:  Mary Lois Kelley

Newsletter Editor:  Dianne Goshorn

Web Master:  Elliott C. Lee

Editorial Policy
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries prior to publication. 
Neither Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County nor the 

Editor assumes any responsibility for errors on the part of the contributor.  Material 
contained in this publication may be quoted if credit is given for the source.

Editor:  Dianne Goshorn, Editor's eMail:  dgoshorn@cfl.rr.com 

Please Note:  Submission of articles and information by members is essential to the 
continuation of this newsletter.  If you enjoy receiving the newsletter please submit 
articles about your family research.  Contact the Editor at the email address above with 
questions about potential articles, or to share your ideas or feedback.  Thank you. R & B Web Site QR

Roots & Branches Calendar

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium) LESSONS (1 p.m – Conference Room)

Oct. 19 – Janice Driggers “Lake Helen 
                 Pioneers”
Nov. 16 – Cindy Lynn Raynor “The Story
                 of My Genealogy”
Dec. 21 – Christmas Social and Awards,
                 with Surprise Guests 

Handouts may be available on the website.

Oct. 19 – Rosemary Sutton “Genetic
                Heritage & DNA”
Nov. 16 – Rosemary Sutton “Pass It On:  
                Preserving Materials & Records”
Dec. 21 – No Lesson, Christmas Social and 
                 Awards, with Surprise Guests

Handouts may be available on the website.

Check the calendar for any changes  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs
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President's Message

Dear Fellow Tree-climbers,

 
How was your summer? Did you find a new "cousin?" Locate a family heirloom when 
cleaning a closet? Discover a goldmine of a genealogical website? So many possibilities! 
My discovery was the 23andme report on my ethnic DNA. Not many surprises there - 
mostly British and northern European, plus the 2.8% Neanderthal.

Where do we go from here? One possibility is sharing your knowledge with others searching a similar 
question or area in a Small Interest Group. Two meetings were held this summer to explore this format. Since 
I write a month ahead, this should have started at our September meeting. 

Another possibility is to visit a different genealogical library. Each center offers a new slant on published 
materials, usually highlighting their local area. In any case, you may find a hidden gem. Ask me about the 
Denver, CO, library. Let's make field trips to other libraries a quarterly happening.

Still another is to initiate a "Family Circle Letter." It works well with about 6 to 8 members. Number 1 writes a 
letter to #2, who writes a letter and mails both to #3 who writes a letter and mails all to #4 and so on. Number 
1 removes her/his old letter when it returns and inserts a fresh letter and mails the packet to #2, etc. That 
way all know what's going on in each others lives. It is a great way to stay in touch when the "cousins" have 
scattered over the country.

I see so many avenues of connecting in our individual lives and in the life of our own genealogical society. 
This coming year proposes to be an exciting journey. Come to the meetings. Come at 1 o'clock for 
Rosemary's lessons. Tell us about your "Ah-ha Moment." Ask questions of our speakers. 

Genealogy is not only about a completely filled in family tree chart, but also about the people you meet and 
the stories you share. Let's travel together.

Happy Ancestor Hunting,

    Harriet Bedell Bolin

Treasurer's Report:  Judy Warensford reported a 
balance of $5,162.59 as of Sept. 21, 2014. Income 
since June 15, 2014 included $32 for the 50/50 & 
$60 donation for research assistance. There were 
no expenses over the summer.

Membership Report:  Mary Lois Kelley reports we 
have 59 memberships and 76 members (some 
memberships are for couples).  We welcome our 
newest member, Gerald Remington, who joined at 
the September meeting. 

Programs Report:  Marsha Zitzelberger has 
arranged for Janice Driggers to speak at the 
October 19th meeting on “Lake Helen Pioneers” and 
Cindy Lynn Raynor will speak at the November 
16th meeting on “The Story of My Genealogy.”  The

December meeting will be the Christmas Social 
with special surprise guests. 

Website Report:  Elliott Lee is reviewing the 
information on the website and considering options 
for updating and simplifying the website. 

Volunteers Report  :    Cindy Raynor says we are still 
in need of volunteers in the Genealogy Room.  
Please consider offering a few hours even if it 
cannot be an ongoing offer. Training will be 
provided. Contact Cindy at (386) 717-6055 or 
craynor20022002@yahoo.com

Newsletter Report:  The winter issue will be pub-
lished by Jan. 1, 2015.  Deadline for submitting 
articles, news, pictures, etc., is Dec, 5, 2014.
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2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest

**Honorable Mention**

“Grandma Eller”
by Annabelle D. O'Neill

     When I first saw her, she was a dottering old lady 
of  about 82,  wearing dismal clothes and black high 
laced  shoes.   As  she  sat  in  my  Grandmother's 
breakfast  nook, my mischievous boy cousins tried to 
step on her aching feet.  She would yell and pull her 
feet away and the other adults would chide the boys.

     Little  did  I  realize  that  she was born in  1860, 
actually before the Civil War!  Little did I know that her 
DNA was probably responsible for the two bunions I 
have today.  I just knew her as “Grandma Eller”, my 
Grandmother's  mother.   Most  of  the time afterward, 
when  I  visited  Grandma with  my  mother,  Grandma 
Eller was up in her bed,  As a twelve year old girl, 
“bedridden” didn't  have much impact on me.  I was 
busy during those visits, raking leaves for Grandma or 
roaming the railroad tracks nearby for treasures such 
as freight receipts strewn on the ground.

     One day in March 1944, we buried Grandma Eller 
in Faith Lutheran Cemetery in Middle Village, Queens, 
New York – the same family plot that my Mom & Dad 
took me to every Memorial  Day to put  flags on the 
graves.

     It was only later that I learned that her name was 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  German immigrants,  Wendlin 
and Augusta (Nee:  Berger)  Schmidt.   Wendlin had 
been a shoemaker by trade and apparently did well 
for himself, eventually owning his own home in 1871, 
at  308  Graham Avenue.   This  was  in  the  heart  of 
Williamsburg,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a  very  German 
neighborhood.  Like most of those Germans, Wendlin 
“Americanized” his name to “William.”  It was probably 
an  effort  to  seem  less  “foreign”,  but  it's  likely  that 
German was the language of the Schmidt household.

     When it came to marriage, Elizabeth, or Lizzie as 
she  was  called,  wed  a  Philadelphia  born  child  of 
German  immigrants  named  Charles  Edward  Eller. 
Charles' trade was that of a barber.  In 1879 their first 
child, Bertha arrived and was named for her paternal 
grandmother,  Bertha.   Twins  must  have  run  in  the 
family, because on May 22, 1884, Lizzie gave birth to 
twins  –  Augusta  and  William  –  named  after  their 
maternal grandparents as was the German custom.

     Death often came unexpectedly and William died 
young.  Charles was also gone by January 1898 at 
the age of 43, victim of tuberculosis.  Bertha married 
in August of the same year, so now Lizzie lived alone 
with her daughter, Augusta, or Gussie as she was  

called.

     All during my life, I have known another name for 
this  Gussie,  which  was  “Dutzie.”   Apparently  this 
stemmed from the familiar German address of “du” as 
opposed to “sie” - much like the difference between 
“thee” and “you” - where thee” is reserved for loved 
ones.  So “Dutzie” probably translated as “little loved 
one” or “Lovie.”

     Charles  had  died  at  205  Ten  Eyck  Street  in 
Brooklyn, New York and two years later (1900) found 
Lizzie and Dutzie listed as tailoresses.  They were still 
living  in  the  same  rented  flat,  but  now  the  family 
included Lizzie's brother William, a tinsmith.  Lizzie's 
married brother, John, rented another flat in the same 
building with his family.  Most families rented in those 
days, since very few could afford to own a home.  But 
helping one another was all  important to survival  at 
that time.

     By 1920, Dutzie had married Gustave Lehman, a 
letter carrier.  Their address was 1923 Palmetto Street 
in Ridgewood, Queens, New York.  Lizzie now lived 
there  with  them,  along  with  their  children  Elizabeth 
(Bessie)  and  Gustave.   Here  we  see  the  naming 
pattern again, and the close family circle.

     As families “got on their feet” with steady income, 
home ownership also came to them.  In 1930, Dutzie 
& Gustave  owned the house  at  6929  66th Place  in 
Glendale,  Queens,  New  York.   By  that  time,  their 
daughter, Bessie, met and had married Harry Brandt, 
had a daughter,  Virginia & became a young widow. 
She was back in their home with her child, along with 
her brother Gustave, and “Grandma Eller” too.

     Also close by was Gustave's brother Harry & family 
living at 6931.  Dutzie's older sister, Bertha & husband 
John Friedman lived at 6912.  No doubt this close knit 
group enjoyed many family get-togethers as well  as 
their pride of ownership of their own homes.

     But time brings many changes.  Gustave Lehman 
died, crushing Dutzie emotionally.  Family story tells of 
her attempting to jump into his grave.  It took four men 
to  restrain  this  stocky  lady.   Dutzie  was  never  the 
same after her Gus died.

     Bessie Lehman Brandt met her second husband, 
William Vetter in a movie theater.  Bessie had broken 
the  family  naming  pattern  by  naming  her  first  child 
Virginia.  She must have been fond of movies, for now 
she named her subsequent  twin daughters Joan and 
Carol,  after  Joan  Crawford  and  Carol  Lombard  – 
famous screen actresses of the day.

     Gustave Jr.  also found a wife, Mary.   With the 
death of her son-in-law Gus and the marriage of her

(Continued on Page 5)
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two grandchildren,  Lizzie  now went to live  with her 
other daughter, Bertha.  This was actually just across 
the street.  The year was 1933 – and this is where I 
found her about ten years later, sitting at my grand-
mother's table.  What a strong lady she must have 
been  to  bear  up  under  the  tough  survival  life  of 
Williamsburg, see so many happy family times, and 
weather all those hardships.  That was by Grandma 
Eller  –  family  matriarch  and  giver  of  the  family 
bunions!

2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest

**Honorable Mention**

Grandma and the UFO
by Jane Burr

     On a summer evening in 1960 Grandma Powers and 
I  were walking to my house on the well-worn grassy 
path  between  our  homes.   We  were  talking  when 
suddenly everything went silent.  I looked up and saw a 
large  oval  object  suspended  in  mid-air.   It  was  close 
enough  that  I  could  see  five  windows  with  orange 
flashing lights.   I  remember thinking it  had to  be an 
aircraft,  but  certainly  nothing  I  could  relate  to.   At 
thirteen years old I had little experience with anything 
other than airplanes, but how could it stay in one place 
without any engine or  propellers?   As I  was thinking 
this,  the  object  flew  off  without  making  a  sound.   I 
turned my head to see it  one more time,  but it  had 
disappeared over the treetops.
     I looked at Grandma; she was wide-eyed and quiet. 
Then I asked her what she had seen.  She said, “I saw 
the same thing you did.  It had to be a UFO (Uniden-
tified  Flying  Object),  but  we  are  NOT  going  to  tell 
anyone about this – it will  be our secret!”   I agreed. 
She grabbed my hand and we hurried home.
     Grandma was born on March 3,  1905,  and lived 
through both World  Wars  and the Great  Depression. 
Her  life was never  easy.   Tragic  accidents caused the 
deaths of her father when she was just twelve and then 
her  older  brother  two years  later.   When my  father, 
John Adams, was ten years old, he lost part of his hand 
in a corn-cutting accident.  She wanted to coddle him, 
but Grandpa made sure Dad could pull his own weight. 
Then after twenty-five years of marriage, Grandpa died 
from heart disease leaving her with three young chil-
dren.  She moved to the city and had to support her 
family.  After she married Cleon Powers in 1956, they 

built a little cottage across the field from our home in 
South  Harford,  Pennsylvania.   I  loved  Grandma  im-
mensely,  but  she  was  a  “no-nonsense”  person.   Her 
idea of fun was a challenging game of dominoes!
     Suddenly we shared a secret and a pretty awesome 
secret at that.  Grandma didn't have to explain why we 
couldn't tell  anyone.  There were frequent reports of 
UFOs in the area and anyone who claimed to have seen 
one became the subject of great ridicule, both in the 
local paper and in conversation.  He/she was labeled a 
“wacko, weirdo or nut” or they would say “he's lost his 
marbles,”  all  followed  by  raucous  laughter  and  loud 
slapping on the knees.   There  was  no way Grandma 
would ever want to be in the public eye or the brunt of 
jokes.  And neither did I.
     When Grandma and I talked about “our UFO,” we 
always wondered why we were chosen to be witnesses 
that night.  For the next twenty-two years we kept our 
secret.  Just before her death in 1982 she said, “Now 
there won't be anyone who can say your UFO story is 
true.”  But I know what we saw.

2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest

**Honorable Mention**

Thomas Jones
by Paul R. Holmberg

     He was born on Nov. 10, 1791 in the southwestern 
part of Wales.

     Family history said that he was a miner, but did 
not indicate what he mined.

     An article in the National Geographic indicated 
that shale was mined for roofs in that area where he 
was born.

     In about 1840, when he was in his 40's, he emi-
grated to Nova Scotia and married Lydia Crowell (a 
direct ancestor of mine) and had a daughter named 
Susanna, a year after they were married.

     In a book about their specific part of Nova Scotia, 
it named him as a roofer (what else?).  He died at the 
age of 99.

     Susanna  later  emigrated  to  Ipswich,  Massa-
chusetts.

Paul's Notes:

     I am what may be called an “associate” member 
of the John Knox Village Genealogy Club as I have 
been  a receiver of information as I have no computer 

(Continued on Page 6)
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but get my information from my younger brother and 
his wife who sent me the data about my ancestors.

     My ancestors by the name of Crowel lived in the 
Plymouth Colony in the 1700's.  They were commer-
cial  fishermen.   When  the  American  Revolutionary 
War started, they left and went to Canada.  Those left 
behind said that they were cowards, but actually they 
were to join the British Army.

     My brother and his wife went to Nova Scotia and 
found a multitude of distant relatives in and near the 
town of  Yarmouth,  Nova Scotia,  all  descendants of 
Crowel.   Guess  what!!   They  were  all  commercial 
fishermen. 

     Further,  through genealogy and family history, 
some  of  the  fourth  generation  returned  to  the 
Plymouth area.

     Even  further,  according  to  another  study,  the 
president of the JKV Club, Rev. Dale Stewart and I 
are  distant  relatives  through  the  Scottish  Clan 
MacGregor.  How about that?! 

Sincerely, Paul R. Holmberg

2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest

**Honorable Mention**

Thomas Taylor (1758 – 1826) 

Revolutionary War Era
by Nancy Taylor Wright

     The Revolutionary War, mid to late 1700's.  My 
genealogy:  my grandfather Lloyd Taylor, his grand-
father Daniel Taylor, his grandfather Thomas Taylor, 
and his grandfather Josiah Taylor, which is where this 
story begins.

     Josiah's grandfather, Captain John Taylor, died in 
1704, killed by Indians, while pursuing them after they 
destroyed Fort Pascomuck.  Captain John's son, also 
John,  had  married  and  moved  to  Fairfield  -known 
now as Westport- in the colony of Connecticut, by the 
time Josiah was born in 1701.

     Josiah Taylor—born in 1701—was an elderly man 
in his seventies when the Revolutionary War broke 
out; he fought as a private.  We know that by 1779, 
he was chosen to commissary and supply soldiers' 
families, as well as handle claims for dependents left 
behind by their fighting men.

     His  son,  Gamaliel—in  his  early  forties—also 
fought in the War; he was a 2nd lieutenant in the First 
Battalion  under  Colonel  Whiting,  Fifth  Company 
under  Captain  Thorp.   As  a  lieutenant,  he  was  in 
several different companies and under several 

different  commands.   In  1780,  Gamaliel  was  still 
found in military records.

     Gamaliel's son, Thomas, also fought; he enlisted 
at  age  eighteen  on  May  29th of  1776.   Private 
Thomas was stationed at  Fort  Schuyler (the rebuilt 
and re-named Fort Stanwix near Rome, NY) under 
the command of Colonel Elmore, in the company of 
Captain Albert Chapman.

     And so we have three generations of  Taylors 
fighting  for  their  colony  of  Connecticut,  along  with 
various  brothers  and  cousins.   It  isn't  all  that  un-
common to find a father and a son that served, but it 
is quite another to discover the grandfather served as 
well.

     After  the  Revolutionary  War  ended,  in  1789, 
Thomas and his wife, Mary Morehouse, left Westport 
with  the Hubbell  family  and together,  both  families 
founded  the  small  town  of  Wolcott  in  the  newly 
named state  of  Vermont,  being the first  families in 
Wolcott.

Wolcott, Vermont

(Continued on Page 7)
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Vermont had granted 23,040 acres to Capt. Joshua 
Stanton and 61 associates on August 22, 1781.  One 
of  the  61  associates  was  Gamaliel  Taylor,  so  we 
assume  that  his  son,  Thomas,  took  his  grant  and 
decided to settle in this very northerly and completely 
wild part of the country.

     Thomas  and  Mary  snowshoed  in  with  baby 
Gideon and Thomas, age four, getting there the day 
before the Hubbells, and settled in the western side 
of the town. Seth Hubbell wrote quite the long narra-
tive  later  in  his life (1829),  so we know more than 
usual about what life was like for these settlers:  very 
cold, very much snow, and many hardships.

     The first  Justice of  the Peace in Wolcott  was 
Thomas Taylor.  Elected in1794, he held the office for 
thirty years.  At this same 1794 election Thomas was 
also elected town clerk, first selectman and consta-
ble, and in 1801, he was elected to the state legis-
lature, holding this office for twenty years.

     Thomas died in Wolcott on Valentine's Day 1826, 
his wife, Mary, having died much earlier, in 1803.

Ongoing Search for Chuck's Dad
by Jane Burr

     My husband,  Chuck,  was adopted in  1930 in 
Chicago, Illinois.  At age 7 he first heard about the 
adoption, but it was not until 2005 that he contacted 
the  adoption  agency,  The  Cradle,  in  Evanston, 
Illinois. I suppose the agency was as helpful as they 
could be about his birthparents, but information about 
his father was sparse: 

“Your birth mother provided information about him  
including his name.  He was 23 years old,  had  
brown hair and grey eyes, completed three years  
of  high school  and was employed as a Painter,  
from the Middle Western United States of English  
and Dutch descent.” 

     After Chuck and I married in 2007 I prompted him 
to contact The Cradle again in search of more details, 
especially their names.  There would be many letters 
written, forms completed, and of course, fees paid.  In 
spite of all of our efforts, we hit a brick wall with the 
agency.  One day a  contact  at  The  Cradle  advised 
Chuck to write to the State of Illinois, Department of 
Health, to plead his case and ask for a copy of his 
original  birth  certificate.   The contact  said  the birth 
parents’ names would  most  likely  be redacted,  but 
what did we have to lose? When the birth certificate 
arrived, instead of seeing the names blacked out, we 
were  elated  to  see  “Father:   John  Johnston”  and 
“Mother: Marcella Kodym.”

      I was readily able to locate Marcella’s family, but 
John’s  information  was  more  elusive.  Since  Chuck 
was born in 1930, I zeroed in on the 1930 Census. 
There  were  eleven  listings  for  John  Johnston  born 
between 1903 and 1911 living in Illinois. The Cradle 
said John was 23 years old, so he should have been 
born in 1906-7, but none of those on the list fit that 
time frame.  While The Cradle said he was a Painter, 
the birth certificate said John was in the Ice Business, 
but alas, none were painters or in the ice business. 
Marcella lived in Northfield Township, Cook County, 
Illinois, north of Chicago.  Eight men on the list lived 
in Cook County, but none in the area where Marcella 
lived.  The  Cradle  said  John  was  from  the  Middle 
Western United States of English and Dutch descent, 
so I looked to see where the men were born:  one 
from Maryland, one from New Jersey and nine from 
Illinois. There were too many loose ends; nothing was 
coming together. 

      I continued to scan the listings when I saw there 
were  a  several  listings  for  John  Johnson—no  “t.” 
Could Chuck’s birth certificate be wrong?  Or maybe 
the Census was wrong?  Not likely, but it was worth 
looking through the fifteen listings; again I looked for 
birth  year,  occupation,  and  residence.   The  ninth 
“John Johnson” made me catch my breath.   There 
were too many similarities to be a coincidence, yet 
the  name  was  not  Johnston.   I  wrote  down  my 
conclusion:  

The most likely person is John Johnson, 22 years  
old, born in Illinois to William and Lillian Johnson,  
working as a laborer in the ice business and living  
in Deerfield, Lake County, north of Chicago, in a  
town close to Marcella. If this is true, the spelling  
in the Illinois Birth Certificate was wrong. 

     I  looked through the rest of  the potential  John 
Johnson names, but this was the only close match.  I 
filed it away and decided I needed a miracle before I 
could proceed with confidence. 

     In May of this year, after hearing Elliott C Lee’s 
talk about DNA, I sent for Ancestry DNA kit for Chuck 
and mid-June we got the results.  The first name on 
Chuck’s match list was Janis R. I quickly opened her 
link and scanned the surname list  from her  family. 
And  there  it  was,  “JOHNSTON”.   I  was  never  so 
happy to see a name in print!  This confirmed that the 
Illinois  Birth  Certificate  was  correct  and  the  1930 
Census was incorrect.   A simple mistake, a typo--a 
single  letter  “t”  had forced my research into a four 
year hiatus. 

     I contacted Janis and, after a slightly awkward 

(Continued on Page 8)   
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email, she warmly welcomed Chuck into her family and 
offered to  help.   She sent  this  information  from her 
family tree:

          John Jack S Johnston 

         B: 7 Dec 1906 in Illinois 
         D: 11 Dec 1960 in Riverside, California

     What an amazing find--Chuck has a second cousin. 
I had my first miracle!

     When I  saw that  she  called  him  “John  ‘Jack’ 
Johnston,” I  changed my research to Jack Johnston 
and soon found him in the 1920 Census in  Ancestry, 
but  not  in  My Heritage.   And then in  My Heritage I 
found Jack Johnston in the 1940 Census for Buffalo, 
Erie  County,  New  York,  but  could  not  find  him  in 
Ancestry. Note: In general, I prefer to use the Ancestry 
site because one can add parents and siblings to help 
the site identify the right person.  My Heritage is not as 
specific  and  one  must  struggle  through  many  more 
names before finding the person in question. However, 
this  is  one example  of  how important  it  is  to  check 
multiple sites and don’t give up.

     At first I questioned the 1940 Census.  Why would 
Jack be in New York?  Then I saw “Deerfield, Illinois,” 
was written in answer to the question:  “In what place 
did this person live on April  1, 1935.” John Johnson 
from the 1930 Census lived in Deerfield, Illinois. This 
confirmed that “John Johnson” was indeed “our Jack 
Johnston!”

      Also, I learned from Janis’ family tree that Jack’s 
grandmother  was Lillian  Spencer,  so  it  made sense 
that he was listed as “nephew” living with Spencer’s, 
Charles  and  Mildred.  There  was  one  slight  hiccup, 
however;  My Heritage interpreted their last names as 
“Spancer”, not Spencer.  Another example of having to 
be flexible when researching. I noted that both Charles 
and Jack were employed by General Electric. 

     For the first time, I started using the “Research Log” 
form, a document for keeping track of collected data. 
It has proved to be a very valuable tool.  Now I know 
the  exact  date,  location,  and  description  of  each 
search I do, and am able to make quick comparisons 
of the data.

     From Janis’ Family Tree I saw that Jack died in 
Riverside,  California,  which  I  confirmed on the  Cali-
fornia  Death  Index.  Thanks  to  a  recent  speaker, 
Heather MacFaddin, from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, Family Research Center, I now 
look for the word “image” or other indication that there 
is  a  down-loadable  document  or  one  that  can  be 
purchased.  When I saw “Image available,” I paid the 

fee of $26 and 10 days later, I had a copy of Jack S 
Johnston’s death certificate. My second miracle!

     From his  Death  Certificate,  I  also  learned that 
Jack’s middle name was Spencer, his mother’s maiden 
name. I learned that Jack worked 22 years for General 
Electric, lived in California for only 6 months in a town 
called Colton and was buried in  Montecito  Memorial 
Park.   One startling fact  was he had  a wife  named 
Nora  E  Johnston.   Janis’ Family  Tree  and  all  other 
related family trees said “no spouse.” I  sent  for and 
received a photo of his cemetery stone at Montecito 
Memorial Park but there was no obituary available.

     From My Heritage I found Jack’s World War II Army 
Enlistment information dated July 28, 1942: residence 
in Erie County, NY; education, 3 years of High School; 
and Marital Status, divorced, without dependents. The 
1930 and 1940 Census said he was “S”, single. Was 
he married and  then  divorced  in  two  years? Later  I 
found the same form in  Ancestry  with the same data 
plus Jack’s height and weight: 68 inches tall and 164 
pounds. As it happens, Chuck was 5 foot 8 ¾ inches 
tall  and weighed 158 pounds when he joined the Air 
Force in 1950. Little by little I was finding Chuck’s birth 
father, but there were a lot of obstacles in my path.

     Chuck and I went to Buffalo this summer to look for 
Jack.  I  had  made an  assumption  that  Jack  lived  in 
Buffalo from 1937 through 1959 working for General 
Electric before moving to California where he died in 
1960.  It all made perfect sense.  I was convinced that 
we  would  find  Jack  in  Buffalo  with  a  photo  and  a 
maybe more.

     We first went to the Buffalo Historical Research 
Library.  I wish I could say I found a photo of Jack S 
Johnston,  but  the  folder  of  Johnston  photos  did  not 
include  “Jack.”   Next  I  checked  the  City  Directory’s 
starting in 1935.  I found Jack Johnston in 1937 where 
he was living with his aunt and uncle with “lab” as his 
occupation.   And then he was in  the1938 Directory: 
“Lab Bflo Lamp Wks (Buffalo Lamp Works.)  Again in 
1940: “Lamp maker.”   Two Directories were missing: 
1939  and  1941.   I  randomly  looked  through  1960 
without success.  We toured the Museum and learned 
that General Electric bought the Buffalo Lamp Works. 
So Jack had worked for General Electric from 1938-
1960, just as his Death Certificate reported for his last 
occupation:  “Foreman-22 Years-General Electric.”

     Our next stop was the Buffalo Public Library where 
I continued the Directory search and found those from 
1939 and 1941.  No “Jack” in 1939 Directory, but 1941 

(Continued on Page 9)
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was the final record, “Jack Johnston, Mach atndt Bflo 
Lamp  Works”  (Machine  attendant  Buffalo  Lamp 
Works.)   I  checked  every  book  1953-1960  without 
success.  Our last stop was to find the house where 
Jack lived with his uncle from the City Directory and 
took a picture.   When we came home, we brought 
back a photo, but not of Jack Johnston.

     Of course, this is not the end of the story.  Like all 
genealogy  research,  it’s  a  work  in  progress  and  I 
have a lot  more to do.  I  am sending for his Army 
records which will, hopefully, produce a picture, and I 
am now researching his wife, Nora.   Maybe Chuck 
has a half-brother?  Too soon to tell.

     I learned a couple of important things in the last 4 
years  as  I  searched  for  Chuck’s  birth  father. 
Disappointments  can  be  very  frustrating,  but  often 
lead to success, so I now try to be patient with myself 
while remaining persistent.  And it’s easy to make a 
wrong conclusion, but I have decided to always write 
them down, so I can reread them, think about it and 
ponder the alternatives. 

5 Generation Charts--
Have you completed one for the

Genealogy Room?
     Our president, Harriet Bolin, reminded us that we 
have  a  binder  in  the  Genealogy  Room  for  5 
Generation  Charts completed  by members.   If  you 
have not completed one and submitted it, please do 
so.  And if you have submitted one previously, please 
stop by and see if  you need to submit an updated 
one. 

     The  binders  are  on  top  of  the  filing  cabinets 
behind the desk for the volunteer.  Blank charts are 
available in a folder there along with another folder in 
which  to  place  the  completed  charts.   One  of  our 
volunteers  will  place  the  completed  charts  in  the 
binders.

     If you would like to access a blank 5 Generation 
Chart on-line there are several websites that provide 
free  down-loadable  charts  (be  sure to  notice  if  the 
charts are in Portrait or Landscape view and check 
your printer setting): 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Research_Form
s  has a variety of links to family tree charts, family 
group  sheets,  census  forms,  research  logs,  etc. 
Some of these are duplicates of those below. 

www.cyndislist.com/free-stuff/printable-charts-and-
forms/?page=3 also has a variety of links for family 
tree charts, family group sheets, census forms,

research logs,  etc.  I  like the Six Generation Chart 
under Mid-Continent Public Library on that page.  It 
does not have spaces at the last generation to record 
the  follow-up  charts,  but  it  gives  each  person  a 
number, and provides the compiler a place to record 
their name and date the form.

www.familytreemagazine.com/info/basicforms  has 
free  down-loadable  forms  and  charts,  but  it  does 
require you to enter your email address before you 
can download the forms (newsletters, etc, will follow). 
I  like  the  5  Generation  Chart  on  this  site  as  the 
people are numbered and there is a space at the 5 th 

generation to note the chart # to continue with.  They 
also have charts for adoptive and step-families.

     So, please get busy and fill out your 5 Generation 
Chart or update one and drop it off in the Genealogy 
Room.  While you're there check out the journals and 
magazines and other resources that are available.

  Surname Lists for the 5 Generation Charts

     There  is  an  index  of  the  surnames  in  the  5 
Generation Charts in the Genealogy Room, however 
it hasn't been updated since 2001.  Jennifer Russell 
has volunteered  to  create  a  master  list  of  the  sur-
names in the new charts that members submit.  She 
is  also  considering  options  for  incorporating  the 
existing charts.

     The goal is for you to be able to search the list for 
surnames that  you are researching,  find those sur-
names in the charts, and then compare the informa-
tion to determine if there is a match with your family 
tree.  And then you may want to follow-up with that 
member.  Doesn't that sound great?

     So, pick-up a  blank Surname List form in the 
Genealogy  Room  or  from  the  back  table  at  our 
meetings, fill it out, and turn it in.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

     Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are basically discussion 
groups that focus on selected topics of interest to a group. 
We met informally, this summer, to talk about incorporating 
this format into our Regular Meetings.  We wanted to have 
time to discuss specific research challenges and to share 
the knowledge that many of you have acquired about differ-
ent  topics,  geographic  regions,  research  methods  and 
tools.

     At the end of the September meeting we asked for a 
show of hands for dividing into groups for the geographic 
regions of  the United States.  We broke into two groups 
with one group for the Northeast and one for the Midwest. 
With such small groups, one went on to talk about DNA and

(Continued on Page 10)
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the other the 5 Generation Charts.  So, the groups can be 
as flexible as the members want them to be.  Some may 
want  to  continue  after  future  meetings  and  some  new 
groups may form after each meeting.  

     Please plan to stay and participate with us, get to know 
your  fellow  members  and  find  some  answers  to  those 
research puzzles.  

Finding Your Roots on PBS

With Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

     The new season of Finding Your Roots began airing on 
PBS on Tuesday, September 23,  2014 at  8:00 PM.  The 
show  is  on  PBS  Chanel  7  or  1024  locally  through 
Brighthouse Network.   It  is  repeated Wenesdays at  1:00 
AM, and each episode will be available for viewing online 
after  it  has  been  shown  on  TV,  at 
www.pbs.org/wnet/finding-your-roots/.    

     There will  be 10 episodes featuring 2-3 guests per 
episodes.  The extensive guest list includes Stephen King, 
Gloria  Reuben,  Courtney  Vance,  Derek  Jeter,  Anderson 
Cooper, Anna Deavere Smith, Nas, Billie Jean King, Ken 
Burns,  Sally Field,  Tom Colicchio,  Tony Kushner,  Khandi 
Alexander, Carole King, Benjamin Jealous, Aaron Sanchez, 
Rebecca Lobo, Tina Fey, Ming Tsa, David Sedaris, Deval 
Patrick,  Valerie  Jarrett,  Angela  Basset,  Alan  Deishowitz, 
Sting, Deepak Chopra, and George Stephanopoulos.

Dianne Goshorn, Louise Caccamise, Esther Gould, and 
Hariet Bolin attended the Central Florida Genealogical 

Society Fall Seminar, featuring Thomas W. Jones. 

Lemonade Lecture Series:
Genealogy with Louise Caccamise

     Our most recent past president, Louise Caccamise, will 
be the speaker for the  Saturday, October 4th session of 
the Lemonade Lecture Series.  Her topic will be Genealogy 
and will be from 2:00 – 3:00 PM.  The Lemonade Lecture 
Series  takes  place  at  the  DeBary  Hall,  in  the  building 
known  as  the  “Stables”,  DeBary,  FL.   And  of  course, 
lemonade will be served.

Florida Genealogical Society of Tampa
Annual Fall Seminar

     The Florida Genealogical Society will present its annual 
Fall Seminar on Saturday, 4 October 2014, from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM at the Marshall  Student Center (Room 2708, 
the Plaza Room) on the University of South Florida campus 
in Tampa. The speaker is  Thomas W. Jones, CG. CGL, 
FASG.  He  is  an  award-winning  researcher  and  lecturer, 
and  is  the  author  of  the  book,  Mastering  Genealogical  
Proof. (See photo bottom left, at CFGS Fall Seminar)

     Registration is $50 on the day of the seminar at 8:30 AM. 
See www.fgstampa.org for details.

NARA Virtual Genealogy Fair 2014
     The National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 
(NARA) is hosting an online, free access, genealogy fair for 
3 days,  October 28 – 30, 2014.  Lectures will start each 
day at 10:00 AM and end between 3:00 and 5:00 PM each 
day.   See the  website  for  the  daily  schedule.   Printable 
handouts will be available prior to the sessions and each 
session  will  be  available  for  viewing  after  the  live 
broadcasts.
     The speakers will be offering tips and techniques for 
using  Federal  records  at  the  National  Archives  for 
genealogical  research.   Some of  the  lectures  will  be  on 
more well-known aspects and records of  NARA (census, 
military/veterans, land, immigration)  and some will  be on 
more unknown or unusual records (American Indian, FBI, 
alien ancestors, patent).
     NARA has  offered  an  annual,  traditional  on-site 
genealogy fair to the public since 2005.  However, in 2013 
NARA offered a “virtual genealogy fair” due to the budget 
cuts.   It  was  well  received  and  viewed  by  many  more 
people than were able to attend the traditional fairs.  So, 
please take advantage of this free training offered by some 
of the experts at NARA.
     Visit  www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-
fair/2014/schedule.html. While there, take a look at some 
of the other website pages for guides on using the website.

18th Annual Central Florida
Family History Conference 

     One of the areas largest family history conferences will 
be held on Saturday, November 8th, 2014, from 9:00 am to 
3:45 pm.  There is a new location this year, so please note 
it will be at Olympia High School, 4301 S. Apopla Vineland 
Road, Orlando, FL.
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  There will  be a keynote speaker and 2 sessions in the 
morning  and  3  sessions  in  the  afternoon.   During  each 
session there are 8-10 different classes being offered.  It is 
highly  recommended  that  you  preregister  to  ensure  that 
you get the classes that you want.

     There are also a variety of fees this year.  Admission is 
$5 in advance or $10 at the door.  Boxed lunches can be 
pre-ordered for $10 (catered by Panera Bread).  Notebooks 
with  all  session  handouts  can  be  reserved for  $10,  and 
CD's with all session handouts for this year and the last 4 
years can be reserved for $10.
     The complete schedule of classed and registration infor-
mation  is  available  on  the  website 
www.familyhistoryconference.org.    

Volusia-Flagler Council of Genealogical 

Societies 2015 Genealogy Seminar
      The  2015  Genealogy  Seminar  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday, January 24, 2015, with sessions starting at 9:00 
AM, Luncheon at 12:00 noon, and sessions again at 1:30 
PM.  The cost for the sessions and the luncheon is $45.00 
before December 15th and $50 thereafter.  The  seminar is 
held at The Club at Pelican Bay, Daytona Beach, FL.

     The featured speaker is Claire Bettag, a professional 
genealogist  from  Washington  D.C.   Her  topics  for  the 
sessions  will  be  Assumptions:  A  Genealogical  Slippery 
Slope, Federal Land Records at the National Archives, and 
The  Congressional  Serial  Set  and  Government  
Documents.

     For more information call Bill Meister at 386-445-3253,  
email  GSFCFL@gmail.com,  or  visit  the  website 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs. 

Other Upcoming Genealogy Events

October 2014

Oct 4, Sat, 1:00 PM Eastern, Where Have They Gone? 
Researching Ancestors Who Chased Gold,Hannah Z. 
Allan, Webinar, Southern California Genealogical Society, 
free during live broadcast, archived for members, must 
pre-register, www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-
index.html. 

Oct 9, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 PM, Researching at the 
County Courthouse by, Clyde Stickney, Halifax 
Genealogical Society, Ormond Beach Regional Library 
Auditorium, Ormond Beach, FL, 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs. 

Oct 15, Wed, 9:00 PM Eastern, Post It Forward: 
Archiving Lessons From My Great-Grandfather’s 
Records, by Janet Hovorka, Webinar, Southern California 
Genealogical Society, free during live broadcast, archived 
for members, must pre-register, 
www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.

Oct 16, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00 PM, Latest Trends in 
Publishing for Genealogists,  by Marlis Humphrey, 
Webinar, Florida State Genealogical Society, free during 
live broadcast, archived for members, must preregister, 
www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253. 

Oct 21, Tues, 7:00 PM, The Big Band Era, West Volusia 
Historical Society Monthly Program, Conrad Center, 
DeLand, FL. 

Oct 24 & 25, Fri & Sat, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, 15th Oakdale 
Cemetery Historic Walking Tour, West Volusia Historical 
Society, DeLand, FL.

November 2014

Nov 1, Sat, 1:00 PM Eastern, Historical Newspaper 
Research for Genealogists, by Pamela Weisberger, 
Webinar, Southern California Genealogical Society, 
free during live broadcast, archived for members, must 
pre-register,    www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-  
index.html  .   

Nov 2 – 8, National Genealogical Society (NGS) 
Research Trip to Washington, DC, National Archives, 
Library of Congress, DAR Library  
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/
research_tips/dc_research_trip

Nov 13, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 pm,  Upstate or Downstate: 
Focusing Your New York Research Strategies     by   
Amy     Giroux, Halifax Genealogical Society, Ormond   
Beach Regional Library, Ormond Beach, FL.     
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs  .   

Nov 19, Wed, 9:00 PM Eastern, The WWI Draft 
Card:Don’t Do Research Without It!, byTim Pinnick, 
Webinar, Southern California Genealogical Society, free 
during live broadcast, archived for members, must pre-
register, www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html

.Nov 20, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00PM, Topic TBA, Webinar, 
Florida State Genealogical Society, free during live 
broadcast, archived for members, must preregister, 
www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253.

December 2015

Dec 6, Sat, 1:00 PM, Bundling, Banns, & Bonds: Love 
& Marriage in Early America, by Billie Fogarty, Webinar, 
Southern California Genealogical Society, free during live 
broadcast, archived for members, must pre-register, 
www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html.

Dec 7-14, Eastern Caribbean Genealogy Cruise, 
featuring Gary & Diana Smith, Jana Sloan Broglinm & 
Dick Eastman, www.cecruisegroups.com/genealogy-
cruise-2014.html.                            (Continued on Page 12)
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Other Upcoming Genealogy Events  
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Dec 13 & 14, Sat & Sun, 12 noon – 5:00 PM, The 2014 
Holiday Tour of Historic DeLand Homes, West Volusia 
Historical Society, Featuring The Old Northwest 
Residential Historic Homes District & Stetson University 
Academic Buildings, Call 386-740-6813 or email 
delandhouse@msn.com. 

Dec 18, Thurs, 8:00 – 9:00 PM, That First Trip to the 
Courthouse, by Judy G. Russell, Webinar, Florida State 
Genealogical Society, free during live broadcast, archived 
for members, must pre-reregister,  
www.flsgs.org/cpage.phppt=253  .  

January – May 2015

January 2015Jan 8, 2015, Thurs, 1:30 – 3:45 PM, Wills 
& Estates – Genealogy’s Gold Mines, by Jack Butler, 
Halifax Genealogical Society, Ormond Beach Regional 
Library Auditorium, Ormond Beach, FL, 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs.

Feb 11–14, 2015, Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(FGS) Conference, Salt Palace Convention Center, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, www.fgs.org.**

Feb 12-14, 2015, RootsTech, Salt Palace Convention 
Center, Salt Lake City, Utah, https://rootstech.org.**

**This year FGS and RootsTech are hosting their 
conferences with overlapping dates and are sharing some 
of the keynote speakers, activities, and the exhibit hall.  
There will be separate classes for each conference, and 
some special pricing if attending both conferences.

Mar 21, 2015, Sat, 8:45 AM – 4:00 PM, North Florida 
Genealogy Conference, The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, Orange Park, FL, 
www.nfgenealogyconference.com. 

May 13 – 16, 2014, National Genealogical Society, 
Family History Conference (NGS), “Crossroads of 
America”, St. Charles Convention Center, St. Charles, 
Missouri, www.ngsgenealogy.com 
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