
Roots & Branches Genealogical

Society of West Volusia County

          Summer Newsletter         July – Aug 2014

A quarterly newsletter published Jan (Winter), Apr (Spring), Jul (Summer), & Oct (Fall)

Who We Are:

     Roots & Branches was formed in 1986, and is 
dedicated to educating its members and the 
community about proper genealogical research 
methods and sources, preserving records of 
genealogical value, and making them available to 
others.

When & Where We Meet:

     Our meetings are held on the third Sunday of 
every month (except July and August), at 2:00 
PM, in the first floor Auditorium of the DeLand 
Public Library, 130 East Howry Avenue, 
DeLand, Florida.  

     Our Programs include knowledgeable 
speakers on a variety of topics.  We also have a 
45 minute lesson before the meeting, at 1:00 PM 
in the first floor Conference Room, given by one 
of our experienced members.  Guests are always 
welcome.

What Else We Do:

     Our members provide volunteer coverage in 
the Genealogy and Local History Room on the 
second floor of the DeLand Public Library.  We 
attempt to provide coverage whenever the library 
is open.  The library hours are: Mon-Thurs 9:30 
am to 7:30 pm, Fri & Sat 9:30 am to 5:00 pm, 
and Sun 1:00 to 5:00 pm. 

     We sponsor an annual writing contest to 
encourage members and those in the community 
to share their family history.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded for first, second, and third place entries.

“2014 Let Me Tell You About My
Ancestor Contest” Winners

      The winners for the writing contest were 
announced at the meeting on June 15th.  First 
place went to Jennifer Russell, Second place to 
Howard Fisher, Third place to Rev. Dr. A. Dale 
Stewart, and Honorable Mentions to Jane Burr, 
Paul R. Holmberg, Annabell D. O'Neill, and 
Nancy Taylor Wright. 
     Prizes this year included $100 for first place, 
$50 for second place, and $25 for third place.  In 
addition, each place winner received a certificate 
and a one-year membership to Roots & Branches 
Genealogical Society.  The ancestor stories for 
the first, second, and third place appear in this 
issue of the newsletter.  The honorable mention 
stories will appear in the fall issue of the 
newsletter (October 2014).
     Thank you to our judges for this year's 
contest:  Kathleen Mann, Regional Librarian, 
DeLand Regional Library, Gary Walker, DeLand 
Rotary Club, and Pat Voyten, retired librarian.  
We are grateful for the time they devoted to this 
project.
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Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of 
West Volusia County

Volusia County Regional Public Library
130 East Howry Avenue
DeLand, Florida 32724

Genealogy Room
Tel: (386) 822-6930 ext 117

eMail: Roots.Branches.Volusia@gmail.com
Web site:  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs 

Volusia Gen: www.volusiagenealogy.net/
VCPL: http://volusialibrary.org/

R&B Web Site QR 

2014-2015 Officers
President: Harriet Bolin
1st VP/Programs and Publicity: 
     Marsha Zitzelberger
2nd VP/Membership: Mary Lois Kelley
Recording and Corresponding
     Secretary: Jane Burr
Treasurer: Judy Warensford
Newsletter distribution: Mary Lois Kelley
Newsletter editor: Dianne Goshorn
Web Master: Elliott C. Lee

Editorial Policy
 The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries 

prior to publication. Neither Roots & Branches 
Genealogical Society of West Volusia County nor the Editor 

assumes any responsibility for errors on the part of the 
contributor. Material contained in this publication may be 

quoted if credit is given for the source. 
Editor's eMail: dgoshorn@cfl.rr.com

Please note:  Submission of articles and information by 
members is essential to the continuation of this newsletter.  
If you enjoy receiving the newsletter please submit articles 
about your family research.  Contact the Editor at the email 
address above with questions about potential articles.

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Criticisms?  Queries?
We strive to produce an interesting newsletter with original 
material.  Our goal is to leave a trail that will help others.
Our focus is an ever expanding circle: 1) West Volusia 

County 2) Volusia County, 3) Florida, 4) SE United States, 
5) New England  6) the Middle West  and 6) the World. 

Are we succeeding?   Please send feedback to guide us. Send 
your ideas and your problems, perhaps someone in the 

Society can assist you with a brick wall. Have a Query?  We 
will include it in the newsletter so the WORLD will see it 

and assist.  The newsletter is widely distributed including to 
the PERSI database at Allen County Public Library in Fort 

Wayne,  Indiana (ACPL). 

Dues are considered delinquent if not received by the last day of February

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium) LESSONS (1 p.m. - Conference Room)

July - Summer Break, No meeting
Aug - Summer Break, No meeting

Sept 21 - Lillian “June” Lawrence, “My Life &
     My Travels (MOJO)”

Oct 19-TBA

Nov 16 - TBA

Dec 21 - Christmas Social and awards
* HANDOUTS MAY BE AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE

July - Summer Break, No lesson

Aug - Summer Break, No lesson

Sept 21 - “Skeletons in the Closet”

Oct 19 - Genetic Heritage & DNA

Nov 16 - Pass It On: Preserving Materials &
               Records

Dec 21 - no lesson, Christmas Social and awards
* HANDOUTS MAY BEAVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE

Check the calendar for any changes  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs
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Dear Fellow Tree-climbers,

     Reunions, graduations, family visits, what a fine way to spend some 
quality  time this  summer.   I  have  ventured to  the  great  state  of  New 
Jersey to see how the youngest grand-nephews have grown. An older 
nephew  graduated  from  Princeton  with  honors.  The  after  dinner 
conversations were alternately raucous stories and laughter and serious 

discussions of life’s experiences and challenges. Great fun. I certainly hope your summer 
months are going as well as mine.

     It never ceases to amaze me where the next Ah-Ha moment will spring forth.  Recently I 
took a class in the Stetson Lifelong Learning series entitled “Breaking Down Your Brick 
Walls.” William Bedell, b. 1795, has been my brick wall for 47 years.  I gave his stats to the 
instructor hoping for a miracle. She announced that she couldn’t locate him either!  Then 
she flashed a big smile and gave me the clue that William and his wife, Margaret Lepper 
Bedell, were probably living with her Papa and numerous other relatives in 1840 when only 
Papa’s name would have been listed in the census. The ages of the other check marks 
indicate they could indeed have been on that farm.  William and Margaret show up in 
Ashtabula County, Ohio, in 1850 and later censuses.  I am anxious to get into the 
Montgomery County, NY, and Ashtabula County, OH, property records to determine where 
these elusive ancestors actually resided.  This was actually a small ah-ha, not a big AH-HA, 
but such an intriguing clue!

     Where did you find clues this year?  Perhaps in an ad in a genealogical magazine, on a 
website you googled for fun, or on forays into the passenger lists on the Castle Garden 
website.  Leave no stone unturned, they say, nor any census pages unread – both the page 
before your name and the page that follows.  You never know who will jump right off that 
page at you.

Happy tree-climbing,

Harriet Bedell Bolin

Treasurer's Report:  Judy Warensford reported a 
balance of $5,070.59 as of 6/15/2014.  Income for 
the month was:  $28 from 50/50 & $15 for 1 
membership.  Expenses for the month were 
$13.95 for mailing newsletters, $50 for May 
speaker, & $175 for contest winners.
Membership Report:  Mary Lois Kelley states we 
have 57 memberships and 73 members (some 
memberships are for couples).  Applications are 
on page 2 of newsletter and on website.
Website Report:  Elliott Lee has created a link 
for “Current Information” on the website.  You 
can easily get to recent meeting minutes, infor-

mation on speakers, previous speaker handouts 
& lecture notes if available, and the most recent 
newsletter.

Volunteers:  Cindy Raynor says we are still in 
need of volunteers, especially over the summer 
as regulars are away.  Please consider offering a 
few hours even if it cannot be an ongoing offer. 
Training is provided. Contact Cyndy at (386) 
717-6055 or craynor20022002@yahoo.com. 

Programs Report:  Reminder there are no 
meetings in July & August.  Marsha Zitzelberger 
says to join us on Sept. 21st to learn about 
“MOJO” from our speaker Lillian “June” 
Lawrence.   
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2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest 

First Place

“Nellie Harrington
by Jennifer Russell

“Seize the moment.  Remember all those women on 
the 'Titanic' who waved off the dessert cart.”  

– Erma Bombeck

     “We are lucky to be here.”  That's how the story 
began.  My grandmother exclaimed “Your great grand-
father and great-great-grandmother were running late 
and missed their ship – the Titanic!”  At the time I didn't 
even know what the Titanic was.  I just knew that my 
grandmother was happy that they weren't on it, what-
ever it was.  A story passed down five generations about 
our families luck and how we narrowly escaped a tragic 
fate.  My interest in family history painted a very 
different picture. 

     My second great grandmother, Florence Nellie 
Harrington (“Nellie”), was born on November 25, 1875, 
in England.  When I think of her I think of strength, 
tragedy and heartache.  She suffered incredible loss 
throughout her life but managed to continue on and live 
life to the fullest.

     At age 13, her mother  passed away.  She met and 
married her husband, Frederick, and they had three 
children.  Then at age 26 her father passed away.  
Frederick and Nellie wanted something better and 
decided that meant moving to America.  Frederick left 
on June 4th 1910 and ended up in Chicago, Illinois.  He 
had saved enough by October and sent for his family.  
On October 29th 1910, Nellie and her three children, 
Edwin(9), Frederick(7), and Minnie(5), set sail on a ship 
called the Megantic which arrived on November 6th 
1910.  Turns out she hadn't missed sailing on the Titanic 
after all.  It's maiden voyage wasn't until 1912.

     I imagine it was a joyous reunion after being 
separated for almost six months.  The reunion was short 
lived though.  On November 18th 1910, Fred was 
involved in a riot where he worked as a city train guard 
and was beaten to death.  Having been in this country 
for only twelve days, traveling 3000 miles, not knowing 
anyone and now losing her husband, I am sure she was 
devastated.  She decided to find her sister, Lotti, who 
had left England and moved to Washington 23 years 
earlier.  Nellie and her children were welcomed with 

Harry & Nellie – Circa early 1940's

open arms by Lotti, her husband, Harry and their 
daughter, Charlotte.    

     Nellie's only daughter, Minnie, had been born with a 
club foot.  Lotti insisted that Minnie have surgery to 
correct it, but Nellie would not agree.  Lotti ended up 
taking Minnie for the surgery without Nellie's knowl-
edge or consent.  Minnie, age 6, passed away on 
December 13th 1911 from surgery complications, just a 
year after her husband died.  Nellie blamed Lotti for her 
daughter's death and was unable to forgive her.  Within 
a few months Nellie and Harry (Lotti's husband) fell in 
love and left for California.

   Nellie's oldest son, Edwin, died in 1932, in a tragic 
accident involving a trolley.  In 1945 Frederick, her last 
surviving child, and my great grandfather, died from an 
infection after donating blood for the war.

     By age 76, Nellie had watched her parents, both 
husbands and all three of her children die.  She never 
did make amends or speak with her sister Lotti before 
she died.  So, while the story of our family narrowly 
escaping a tragic fate on the Titanic was untrue. My 
Grandmother was correct, after all the loss she 
endured, we are very lucky to be here.
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2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor Contest
Second Place

Abraham Clark          by Howard Fisher
     My ancestor Abraham Clark was born in Elizabethtown, New Jersey on February 
15, 1726, the only child of Thomas Clark and Hannah Winans.
     Abraham's great-grandparents, Richard Clark (1613-1697) and wife Elizabeth 
Moore lived in Elizabethtown, New Jersey.  Richard emigrated from England to the  
island of Barbados in 1634 where he resided until 1651 when he moved to 
Southampton, Long Island.  Richard and his wife Elizabeth are my tenth great 
grandparents.  This is the family connection that, my cousin, signer Abraham and I 
share.
     Early in the day on July 4, 1776, Abraham Clark wrote the following to Elias 
Dayton, a Colonel of a battalion of Jersey Blues.

          “. . . Our Congress Resolved to Declare the United Colonies Free and 
           Independent States.  A Declaration for this purpose, I expect, will this 
           day pass Congress, it is nearly gone through, after which it will be 
           Proclaimed with all the State & Solemnity Circumstances will admit.  It 
           is gone so far that we must now be a free independent State, or a 
           Conquered Country....”

     Three days before he wrote the letter to Elias Dayton, July 1, 1776, Abraham Clark, as a member of the Second 
Continental Congress met with the other delegates in Philadelphia.  On the following day, July 2nd, 12 of the 13 
colonies voted in favor of a motion for independence.
     The delegates then spent the next two days 
debating and revising the language of a statement 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson.
     On July 4, Congress officially adopted the 
Declaration of Independence, and as a result the 
date is celebrated as Independence Day.
     Nearly a  month would go by, however, before 
the actual signing of the document took place.  

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from Page 5)

  

First, New York's delegates didn't officially give their 
support until July 9 because their home assembly hadn't 
yet authorized them to vote in favor of independence.  
Next, it took two weeks for the Declaration to be 
“engrossed” - written on parchment in a clear hand.
     Most of the delegates signed on August 2, but several 
- Elbridge Gerry, Oliver Wolcott, Lewis Morris, Thomas 
McKean and Matthew Thornton – signed on a later 
date.

Painting by John Trumbull,  Abraham Clark is #22
(Painting is also featured on the back of the Two Dollar Bill)

     Abraham Clark was well aware, as were his fellow congressional delegates, of the gravity of the decision for 
independence from Great Britain.  As one of five New Jersey delegates to the Continental Congress, he was 
prepared to risk everything he held dear for freedom from British tyranny.

     As a result of him signing the Declaration of Independence, Abraham Clark had his home burned by the British 
and saw two of his sons captured by them and incarcerated on the prison ship Jersey.

Hurricane Disaster Plans:  Do you have a plan for your genealogy files, original documents, and photographs?  We are generally  
told that plastic tubs are not safe for long-term storage.  However, when severe weather is coming, thick plastic tubs with secure lids  
may be a worthwhile short-term option.  Don't forget digital back-ups, portable hard drives stored off-site, and/or “cloud” storage.
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2014 Let Me Tell You About My Ancestor

Third Place

“POPS” YODER

by Rev. Dr. A. Dale Stewart

     “WATCH OUT, BATTER, WATCH OUT!” my uncle 
shouted as Grandpa threw a fast ball right toward my 
head.  I couldn't believe it, mu favorite ancestor was 
brushing me back out of the batting box.  He could have 
killed me, I thought.
     But then the ball seemed to stop in mid-air and 
curved low into the corner of the plate.  “YOU'RE OUT 
BATTER; THREE STRIKES AND YOU'RE OUT!”
     Humbled by the magnificent pitching of Grandpa 
Yoder I raised my fingers to my cap in a salute, and took 
my place on the “bench,” waiting my turn to be embar-
rassed again by Mahlon James Yoder.
     “Way to go, Pops,” said my Uncle Donald, who had 
been catching Grandpa's variety of pitches for years.  
Pops was the name that my uncles always called him.  
But my mother always referred to him as “Your Grand-
pa Yoder” (which showed more respect).  Grandpa was 
a natural athlete, raised on a farm in Marshallville, 
Wayne Co., OH.  He was barrel-chested, with powerful 
upper body strength.  Working with switches developed 
his muscles while working with A.T.&T.  Along with the 
steel workers around Pittsburgh he spent most of his 
free time playing baseball.  For them it was a relief from 
the hot, hard work, and a good way to “let off steam” 
as they were engaged in the Homestead Steel Strike of 
1892.
     Pops was a star pitcher in the Carnegie (PA) Athletic 
League.  He could strike out Wagner.  And he could hit 
just as well.  But he lacked the speed of “The Flying 
Dutchman.”  Wagner went on to become one of the 
greatest players in professional baseball, leading the 
leagues in home runs, RBI's, and early on entered the 
Baseball Hall of Fame.  I didn't know until a few years 
ago that my Grandpa had been offered a contract with 
the Cardinals farm team at the same time as his buddy, 
Honus Wagner.  Unfortunately, Grandma Yoder vehe-
mently opposed Grandpa going into professional base-
ball.  His job was to stay at home and take care of her.  
After all, she was the center of the universe and every-
thing revolved around Edith Stinson Yoder.
     What would history have said if Pops had gone in 

that direction.  We will never know.  But what we do 
know is that my favorite ancestor, Mahlon James Yoder, 
was a man of strength.  Strength in body, mind, and 
spirit.
     One of my favorite images of him is that of “the 
reaper” - swinging a scythe with a rhythmic motion, 
clearing a hill of weeds or cutting through stalks of 
corn.  With a straw hat and bib overalls his image mir-
rored a Breugal painting.  Long hours were spent in the 
garden, a favorite pastime in his retirement years.
     At times he looked very much like a “country bump-
kin.”  We have a candid shot of the Yoders in our scrap-
book which we affectionately entitle “The Jobe Family.”  
They really do look like a bunch of hicks, – but looks can 
be deceiving.
     Grandpa had a brilliant mind and memory.  Every day 
he spent several hours reading his Bible, sometimes in 
German.  The daily newspapers were quickly devoured.  
And occasionally he would read them aloud to us, put-
ting in our names or the names of neighbors, and 
embellishing the stories to make them exciting and 
humorous.
     My sister recalls Grandpa clicking his (false) teeth at 
us.  The clattering was so fascinating since no one else 
that we knew could do it.  We would laugh and giggle 
and urge him to keep on:  “Do it again, Grandpa, do it 
again.”
     Of all the stories my Grandpa ever shared, the most 
poignant was The Hochstetler Massacre.  It is the story 
of our ancestor, Jacob Hochstetler, who had settled in 
Pennsylvania to escape persecution in Europe.  Being 
Amish, he sought to obey all of God's commands.  He 
and his family, like the Amish today, lived simply, 
eschewed government and politics, were friendly to all 
peoples (including Native Americans) and lived peace-
fully with all.  When the French incited the Indians to 
set fire to their cabin Jacob's sons pleaded with their 
father for permission to defend themselves with their 
muskets.  Jacob refused, saying that “no man has the 
right to take the life of another, for God has said, 'Thou 
shalt not kill.'”
     The thrilling story is recorded elsewhere, and I have 
even given talks in costume to acquaint others with the 
faith and faithfulness of the Amish.  That story has had 
a profound influence on me; and I'm sure it was a 
major force in forming Pop's faith.  For he was a pillar of 
strength spiritually.  He was an Elder in the Woodville 

(Continued on Page 8)
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United Presbyterian Church of Crafton, PA, and also 
served as the church treasurer.  His example of tithing 
encouraged others to follow suit, including his two sons, 
Nelson and Donald, and his daughter Vivian, my mother.
     Grandpa was too young for WWI and too old for 
WWII.  I don't know whether he would have registered 
as a conscientious objector, as did many who were of 
Amish heritage.  But I do know that he was proud of his 
sons who were part of “The Greatest Generation.”  The 
window facing the road held a flag with two blue stars, 
reminding us that Donald was serving in Germany while 
Nelson was stationed in the Aleutians.
     Donna, my sister, tells another story about Pops.  “The 
Men's Club” at their church gave Pops a special birthday 
dinner.  After dinner was over everyone called for a 
“speech, speech, speech!”  “Grandma became very 
upset, for she knew that he didn't like getting up in front 
of others.  HOWEVER, he did refer to one of his favorite 
authors  The Bard and recited the Seven Ages of Man.”  
He knew All of the plays and poetry of William 
Shakespeare and had committed many of his favorites to 
memory.  Mom told me this when I was in high school, 
because I was learning my lines for the play “The Late 
Christopher Been”.
     You cannot think of the Yoders without envisioning 
the home where they lived.  The Yoder homestead was a 
3-Acre triangular piece of property sloping downhill in a 
rather steep grade from Old Greentree Road.  It had a 
large porch all across the front with a wide porch swing 
on one end and some sitting and rocking chairs on the 
other.  Around the back, on the right, was a porch which, 
upon entering, one could smell the apples that were 
stored there year-round.  On the other side, the steep 
driveway led to a two-car garage attached to the 
basement (with its musky smelling cistern).  The garden 
and grape arbor were on that South side, while fruit 
trees covered the rest of the lot.  On the North side was 
a beautiful brick home which my folks had built just 
before the Depression.
     I have wonderful memories of that place and my 
favorite ancestor.  Sleeping upstairs we could look across 
Chartiers Valley and listen to the train's mournful whistle 
as it crossed the trestle.  The moon cast eerie shadows 
over the valley as the fog settled in.
     I was in seminary at Pittsburgh when I got the news 
that Grandpa had had a stroke while returning from a 
Lodge meeting.  He sat down on a stump to rest, and

passed away peacefully.  The strongest man I ever knew 
and the one I loved the most was now at rest.    
     It was my honor to officiate at his Memorial Service in 
Woodville, and, later that week, at his home town of 
Marshallville, Ohio, we joined his sisters and cousins in 
saying farewell to the man we all loved and admired, 
Mahlon James “Pops” Yoder.

Some Genealogy Treasures in the General Collection  
of the Volusia County Library System

by Dianne Goshorn

     I don’t know about you, but I love to browse the books in 
the library system, especially those related to genealogy, 
and history.  If you don’t use a computer, at home or in the 
library, to search and reserve books, please ask a reference 
librarian for help.  They will help you locate the book(s) you 
want throughout the county system and have it sent to your 
local library for you.  There are 121 books under “geneal-
ogy” in the countywide system that can be checked out.
     Here are some of the newer genealogy books that are in 
the General Collection and available for checking out: 

Helm, Matthew. Genealogy online for dummies, 7th ed.
     Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, 2014.
Powell, Kimberly. The everything guide to online genealogy:
     trace your roots, share your history, and create your 
     family tree, 3rd ed. Avon, Massachusetts: Adams Media,
     2014.
Morgan, George C. Advanced genealogy research
     techniques. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2014.
Taylor, Maureen Alice. Family photo detective:  learn how to
     find genealogy clues in old photos and solve family photo
     mysteries. Cincinnati, Ohio: Family Tree Books, 2013.
Quillen, W. Daniel. Mastering family, library and church 
     records. Cold Spring Harbor, NY: Cold Spring Press,
     2012. (Several others by Quillen: Tracing Your European 
     Roots, 2nd ed., Mastering online genealogy, 2nd ed.,
     Mastering census and military records).
     Not new, but anything by William Dollarhide, including:
Dollarhide, William. Managing a genealogical project: a 
     complete manual for the management and organization
     of genealogical materials. Baltimore:  Genealogical Pub.
     Co., 1999.
     If you just like to walk through the shelving and browse, 
you can find some of these books in the “929” area of the  
non-fiction books.  (Not available at each branch location) 
     Do you have some favorite books on genealogy in the 
library system that are in the General Collection and 
available for checking out?  Please share your favorites with 
us so we can enjoy them, too.
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ROOTING AROUND in the DARK AGES – before PCs
by Harriet Bedell Bolin

     In Dianne Goshorn’s recent survey of interests, we 
note a quiet request for not so much reliance on 
computers, so here is my story from the dark ages. Back in 
1967, I wrote a letter to my grandmother, Cora Hatch 
Bedell, asking for information on her family. She returned 
five pages (5”x7”) closely spaced of her ancestors’ names, 
dates and places. Among all that I have found her to be 
sharp as a tack with only one death date incorrect. Seems 
her grandfather, Nathaniel Barnes, was divorced from 
grandma, Rosina Howard Barnes, and they erased him 
from their minds. 
     The five pages of Cora’s notes were in sync with the 
information I found in The Barnes Genealogy by George N. 
Barnes of Ashtabula County Ohio. I found that book at the 
New York Public Library genealogy department. That is a 
very staid, quiet place, so no “Whoop, Whoop” was in 
order. I located a reprint of the book shortly thereafter 
and ordered one for my own collection. 
     Travelling back into the Barnes book, we find the 
immigrant ancestor, Thomas Barnes, settling in Hartford, 
CT, in 1637. Then I come to our own collection in our 
Genealogy Room at the DeLand Public Library. The DAR 
Patriot Index has a listing for my Thomas with the line: 
“first wife executed for witchcraft.” Oh! We were excited, 
my brother, Jim, and I; but we should have paid attention 
to the phrase “first wife,” as there were two wives, both 
named Mary.  In the really dark ages of the 1890s, George 
N. Barnes  didn’t have access to the records we have now, 
so lumped all the children under one“Mary.” I found Mary 
(1) had Thomas’s first three children, and Mary (2) had 
three more and we descend form the second group of 
children. This information was is the Barbour Collection at 
the library in Hartford, CT. 
     In these few paragraphs, I have used no computer to 
glean facts – 1967 had no pcs. But I did use these research 
techniques: 
1. wrote a letter to Cora
2. visited county records for probate information
3. visited four libraries-NYC,DeLand, Ashtabula 
County, Hartford, CT
4. checked into an area collection-Barbour 
Collection, CT
5. found the magazine ad for reprinted genealogies
6. purchased two books-The Barnes Genealogy and 
The Witchcraft Trials of Connecticut.
     All of these ways to collect information are still in our 
bag of tricks, they just take longer than some computer 
searches. Trips can be expensive but they do allow for side 

trip to cemeteries, historical museums  and maybe even 
an opportunity to meet new “cousins” to share stories 
with.  Win-win.

Who Do You Think You Are
Returns to TLC for Another Season

     With our long, hot summer upon us, we will have 
something to distract us.  Another season of Who Do 
You Think You Are will start airing on Wednesday, July 
23rd at 9:00 PM on The Learning Channel (TLC).  On 
Brighthouse Networks for the West Volusia area that is 
#45 or #1255 HD.
     As of this writing, the schedule will include episodes 
featuring Valerie Bertinelli, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, 
Lauren Graham, Kelsey Gramar, Cynthia Nixon, Rachel 
McAdams, and her sister Kayleen McAdams.  The 
format will be similar to previous episodes, with various 
experts in genealogical research and history assisting 
the featured person as they explore the lives of their 
ancestors.  Ancestry.com continues as a sponsor and 
partner of the show.

Two Opportunities to hear Thomas W. Jones  
this Fall in Central Florida

     The Central Florida Genealogical Society will feature 
Thomas W. Jones at their Fall Seminar, on Saturday, 
September 27th and the Florida Genealogical Society of 
Tampa will also feature him at their Annual Fall Seminar 
on Saturday, October 4th.
     Thomas W. Jones has been co-editor for the National 
Genealogical Quarterly since 2002.  He is a full-time 
genealogical author, editor, educator, and researcher.  His 
lectures address genealogical research methods, proof, and 
problem solving.  He is the author of Mastering Genealo-
gical Proof, published by the National Genealogical Soci-
ety.
     Details for the seminars will be published on the 
websites for the above societies as they become available.  
The websites are:  Central Florida Genealogical Society, 
www.cfgs.org, and Florida Genealogical Society Tampa, 
www.fgstampa.org. 

Finding Your Roots on PBS
with Henry Louis Gates, Jr

      Something else to look forward this fall is the return of 
the popular Finding Your Roots, with Heny Louis Gates, Jr. 
It will be airing on PBS starting on or after September 23rd. 
There will be 10 episodes with several guests on each 
show.  The list is of guests is extensive and includes Derek 
Jeter, Anderson Cooper Anna Deavere Smith, Nas, and 
many more. See the sneak preview at 
www.video.pbs.org/video/2365268752/. 
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My Experience with Photoduplication Services

at FamilySearch.org

by Jenn Russell
     
     I recently visited a family history center room where I learned about a free service provided by familysearch.org 
called "photoduplication." This is used when an image is available but not shown or displayed on the website. I will 
show you how I obtained my 2nd great grandparents marriage certificate. 
     I was looking for a marriage certificate. Using the familysearch.org site I searched my ancestors name and the infor-
mation I had. The image below was one of many results. The dates, names, place all match my relatives so I know I have 
the right record. If you look at the top right section where it says image it shows a camera. That means an image of their 
certificate is available. So I clicked on the ancestor's name on the left to retrieve the record.

The next screen looked like this: 

          See where it says "image not available" in the bottom right corner? Normally you would find the image there. If you 
see an image - click in the box to open the image. You can print the image and won't need to go any further with this 
process.  You should also be able to save your record. However, sometimes it looks like this - grayed out and "Image not 
available."  But if you look to the left you will find all of the information that you are going to need to research further 
and as a last resort submit a photoduplication request. Here we see the page # is 218, the GS Film # is 981525 and the 
Digital Folder # is 004540543 then it says it is image # 00129. I printed off this page so I had all the numbers and 
information handy. 
     My next step for finding this image is to click on the "search this collection" link found under image box next to the 
magnifying glass. Here is what the next page looked like:

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continued from Page 10)

     See at the very bottom where it says 
"view images in this collection" - there 
is a clickable link with 2,480,495 images 
available. Click that blue link 

     The next page appears.  From the 
first page that you printed, find the 
folder number (in this case it's 
004540543).  You may need to scroll 
down on the right side of the image to 
see more folder numbers.  When you 
click on the folder number it should 
take you to the actual records. Now you 
will need the image number from that 
first page you printed to help narrow 
down the search.  Sometimes I check a 
few pages ahead if I can't find it on the 
page number it gave.

     For this particular folder 
number all of the images in that 
file were unavailable, and it gave 
me screens like this:
     So, the next step is to send off 
a photoduplication request.  I 
knew the image had been 
processed (remember the 
camera icon from the search 

results page where we started).  I had checked the record page and did a manual search through the file folder for the 
images and was unable to find it (what was shown above).
     If you have not logged in yet during this process, you may need to do so to submit the photoduplication request. 
After logging in, follow this link https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Photoduplication_Services.  Make sure you 
qualify for the request (as done above).  Not every image is available, but I have found that most are.  You can submit 5 
requests wifh 1 image per request per month.  You can also order the microfilm to be sent to a family history center and 
locate your record that way.  Once you qualify – you click on the green photoduplication request form button.  It looks 
like this:

When you click on this image, an on-line form appears.  It will ask your name, address, email, as well as the image 
information you are looking for (microfilm number, page number,dates).  All of this can be found on the record page 
printed earlier.  You should receive confirmation email saying they are working on your request and in a few weeks you 
will get an email with the image attached.
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Roots & Branches 
Genealogical Society 

of West Volusia Co. 
130 E. Howry Ave

DeLand, FL 32724

                                                                                TO:

Founded in 1986, Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West 
Volusia County serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, 
Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson and Seville.  The purpose of this Society is 
to stimulate and promote interest in genealogical and historical 
research and provide instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and 
adherence to scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in 
research.  We meet the third Sunday of each month, except July and 
August, in the Auditorium of the DeLand Public Library at 130 East 

Howry Avenue in DeLand, Florida.  We have a 45 minute lesson in the 
Conference room (behind the Audio Visual Desk) given by one of our 
experienced members. Guests are always welcome. We also cover the 
Genealogy and Local History Room on the second floor of  the library, 
attempting to provide a volunteer whenever the library is open. 
Library hours are: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Fri & Sat 9:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Sun 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Other Genealogy Events
Jul 12,2014,  Sat, 1:00pm, Imperial Polk Genealogical Society, Polk Co 
Historical & Genealogical Library, 100 E. Main Str, Bartow, FL,  “Immi-
gration & Passenger Lists”, www.ipgs.org. 

Jul 16, 2014, Wed, 9:00pm, Southern California Genealogical Society 
Webinar, “How to Interview Family: Skills for Your Ears, Eyes, Brain.” 
free during live broadcast, archived for members, must pre-register, more 
webinars on calendar, www.scgsgenealogy.com/webinar/jes-index.html. 

Jul 17, 2014, Thurs, 8:00pm, Florida State Genealogical Society 
Webinar, Monthly webinars on third Thursday, Topics TBA, free during 
live broadcast, archived for members, must pre-register, 
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=253, (See website for calendar of 
upcoming webinars)

Aug 28 – 30, 2014, Thurs-Sat, Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(FGS) Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX, www.fgs.org. 

Sept 11,2014, Thurs, 1:30pm, Halifax Genealogical Society, Ormond 
Beach Regional Library, 30 S. Beach St, Ormond Beach, FL, “Google & 
Beyond: Searching On-line for Our Ancestors” by Paul Enchelmayer, 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/. 

Sept 27, 2014, Sat, 9:00 am, check-in 8:30am.Central Florida 
Genealogical Society Fall Seminar, University Club, Winter Park, FL, 
Speaker – Thomas W. Jones, $40 members, $45 non-members, lunch 
provided, $5 late fee after Sept 20, www.cfgs.org.

Oct 4, 2014, Sat, 9:00am – 4:00pm, Florida Genealogical Society 
Annual Fall Seminar, University of South Florida, Tampa FL, Speaker – 
Thomas W. Jones,  www.fgstampa.org   

Oct 9, 2014, Thurs, 1:30pm, Halifax Genealogical Society, Ormond 
Beach Regional Library, 30 S. Beach St., Ormond Beach, FL, “Dating & 
Identifying Family Photos” by Elaine Hatfield Powell, 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/. 

Nov 2 – 8, 2014, National Genealogical Society (NGS) Research Trip to 
Washington, DC, National Archives, Library of Congress, DAR Library 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/research_tips/dc_r
esearch_trip 

Dec 7-14, 2014, Eastern Caribbean Genealogy Cruise, featuring Gary & 
Diana Smith, Jana Sloan Broglinm & Dick Eastman, 
www.cecruisegroups.com/genealogy-cruise-2014.html. 
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