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Great-Grandma Resseguie

Great-Grandma Resseguie
by Jane Burr

     My first memory of my great-grandmother, Grace 
Resseguie  was  in  her  “huge”  kitchen  (well,  it  seemed 
huge to me when I was three or four years old!) She was 
holding her cookie jar, a wide-mouthed glass jar full of 
molasses  and  sugar  cookies.   These  were  not  usual 
cookies—these  were  5-6  inch  cookies  with  sparkling 
sugar crystals on the top!  One cookie and a glass of milk 
was all a little kid could handle--it  was almost a meal! 
Her kitchen always smelled good; cakes, pies, ham and 
baked  beans  were  often  in  her  oven.   Whenever  we 
visited, she could put on a meal in no-time-flat.  If she 
didn’t have something already prepared, she would go 
out to the back yard, catch a chicken and have it on the 
table for dinner!  No problem for her, but we didn’t have 
chickens  in  our  back  yard.   My  mom had  to  buy  our 
chickens at the grocery store.   
     She always served a slice of cheddar cheese with her 
apple pie and if there wasn’t anything sweet on the table 
like cranberry sauce or applesauce, she would open a jar 
of  strawberry  jam  and  put  a  spoonful  on  her  plate. 
When we had our annual reunions, each family brought 
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130 East Howry Avenue
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2014-2015 Officers
President: Harriet Bolin
1st VP/Programs and Publicity:    
     Marsha Zitzelberger
2nd VP/Membership: Mary Lois Kelley
Recording Secretary: Jane Burr
Treasurer: Judy Warensford
Corresponding Secretary: Jane Burr
Newsletter distribution: Mary Lois Kelley
Newsletter editor: Dianne Goshorn
Web Master: Elliott C. Lee

Editorial Policy

The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries 
prior to publication. Neither Roots & Branches 

Genealogical Society of West Volusia County nor the Editor 
assumes any responsibility for errors on the part of the 

contributor. Material contained in this publication may be 
quoted if credit is given for the source. 
Editor's eMail:  dgoshorn@cfl.rr.com

Please note:  Submission of articles and information by 
members is essential to the continuation of this newsletter.  
If you enjoy receiving the newsletter please submit articles 
about your family research.  Contact the editor at the email 
above with questions about potential articles.

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Criticisms?  Queries?
We strive to produce an interesting newsletter with original 
material.  Our goal is to leave a trail that will help others.
Our focus is an ever expanding circle: 1) West Volusia 

County 2) Volusia County, 3) Florida, 4) SE United States, 
5) New England  6) the Middle West  and 6) the World. 

Are we succeeding?   Please send feedback to guide us. 
Send your ideas and your problems, perhaps someone in the 
Society can assist you with a brick wall. Have a Query?  We 

will include it in the newsletter so the WORLD will see it 
and assist.  The newsletter is widely distributed including to 
the PERSI database at Allen County Public Library in Fort 

Wayne,  Indiana (ACPL). 

Dues are considered delinquent if not received by the last day of February. 

PROGRAMS (2:00 p.m. - Auditorium) LESSONS (1:00 p.m. - Conference Room)

Apr 27 *– Elliott Lee - “DNA and Me”
     *Date Change Due to Easter Holiday

May 18 – Howard Fisher - “Veterans in My Family”

June 15 – Heather McFadden - “New Family Tree”

July & August – No Meetings, Summer Break

Sept 21 - TBA

* HANDOUT AVAILABLE ON THE WEB SITE

Apr 27 - “Vertical Files, PERSI, & Documentation”

May 18 - “The Elusive Female”

June 15 - “Conquering Research Challenges”

July & August – No Lessons, Summer Break

Sept 21 – “Skeletons in the Closet”

* HANDOUT AVAILABLE ON THE WEB SITE

Check the calendar for any changes  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs 
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Dear Fellow Treeclimbers,

     We are indeed off to a good start for 2014.  Eager volunteers raced to the 
back table to sign up on the ORANGE and BLUE clipboards.  Well, maybe raced 
is a bit of an overstatement, but the slots on both colors of paper were filled for 
March and April. 

 If you missed the February meeting, the ORANGE sheet is to arrive at 1 PM to 
set up the chairs and one or two tables.  This takes less than 15 minutes.  The BLUE sheet is to 
share one of your "Ah-ha!" moments.  You know- the time you got goose bumps and almost cried. 
The time limit is five (5) minutes during the business meeting.  I suggest timing yourself with a clock  
at home, because I'll have my timer there.  I am looking forward with great anticipation to all these 
wonderful finds.  Maybe we will find distant cousins within our very own Roots and Branches.

    We have received notice of a genealogical seminar in Lakeland, FL, on Saturday, April 12, 2014. 
The speaker is Judy G. Russell, LD, CG, CGL.  Flyers will be available at our meeting.  A GREEN 
sheet will be at the back table to sign up to carpool.  I'm hoping some of us will be able to go.  This 
is sponsored by the Imperial Polk Genealogical Society.

    How many branches of your family tree have you climbed lately.  I'm discovering a rich cache of 
resources in the Genealogical Room.  For all of us, and especially the techniphobes among us, I'm 
issuing a challenge to read at least one magazine a month in our room.  This will probably take 
an hour or two, at most.  After all, I found a family line back to Plymouth Colony from a tiny ad in a 
magazine; ask me about it. 

    It's going to be a fine year for Roots and Branches.  Come to learn from our speakers, visit with 
others searching the same areas of the country, and let's get to know each other better in 2014.

Happy Ancestor Hunting,

Harriet Bolin, 
President, Roots & Branches Genealogical Society

Editor's Note:  Current issues of the following are available in the Genealogy Room:  The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, The Florida Historical Quarterly, American Spirit (DAR Newsletter), The Florida Genealogist, 
National Genealogical Society Magazine, UDC (United Daughters of the Confederacy), American Ancestors, Southern 
Genealogical Exchange Quarterly.  My Challenge:  Write a paragraph or more about what you read & send to me. 

HELP NEEDED
     Volunteers are needed in our Genealogy Room 
at the DeLand Library.  Cindy Stewart-Raynor is 
keeping the schedule for the volunteers and says 
that help is needed on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays 5:00 – 7:30 PM,  Wednesdays 1:00 – 5:00 
PM, and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. 
     Please visit the Genealogy Room and sign up 
for a few hours.

******APRIL MEETING DATE******
April 27th not the 20th (due to Easter Holiday)

Membership Report
Mary Lois Kelley

     As of the March meeting there were 56 member-
ships  and  70  members  (memberships  may  include 
more than one member).

     If you have not submitted your membership dues 
for the 2014 calendar year, please see Mary Lois as 
soon as  possible.   There  is  an application form on 
page  2  or  you  can  print  one  from  the  Roots  & 
Branches website,

 www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs 
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(Continued from Page 1)

a  covered  dish,  but  Great-Grandma  brought  meat, 
potatoes,  vegetable  and  dessert(s)—enough  for  an 
army!  Food was preeminent in her life. 
     She was a no-nonsense lady.  My father always told a 
story  about  him and his  four  brothers  arguing about 
which  plate  and  silverware  they  would  use  for  their 
meal. (Matched sets were not the norm at that time.) 
She promptly  cleared the table  and plopped down a 
huge platter, carving knife, meat fork and serving spoon 
in front of each child.  Needless to say, there was no 
more  discussion  about  dishes  for  that  meal,  or  any 
future meals either!
     She was born Grace Dimmick Brundage March 21, 
1881,  in  South  Gibson,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Freeman and Amanda Dimmick Brundage.  Her father 
died in 1894, age 53, from pneumonia when she was 

 Grace Dimmick Brundage, age 9

only fifteen years old, her first personal experience with 
death. She married William (Will) Michael on February 
22, 1899, had three children, John, Thelma (my grand-
mother)  and  Kenneth  (Ken)  and  lived  on  a  farm  in 
South  Gibson,  Pennsylvania.   Fifteen  years  later,  Will 
was severely injured in a farming accident and gradually 
became an invalid. Great-Grandma decided she had to 
go to work to pay the medical bills, so she took her 

Grace Dimmick Brundage, age 16

children and ailing  mother and moved to Binghamton, 
New York, where she worked for a department store, 
Hill,  McLean,  and Haskins.  July 24,  1915,  her  mother 
died. When Will died on Christmas Day, 1917, she lost 
the farm and, after paying all the bills, was left nearly 
penniless.  She was unaware that her brother, Arthur, 
had maintained a life insurance on Will, so she was very 
surprised to receive a tidy settlement. With that money 
Great-Grandma and her  three children moved out of 
their  cold-water  flat  into  their  own  cozy  home  in 
Binghamton, New York, early 1919. Things were looking 
up for them. 
     Meanwhile  back  in  South  Gibson,  Pennsylvania, 
another family, Franklin (Frank) Fitch Resseguie and his 
wife, Julie Manzer Resseguie, were expecting their 7th 

child.  Baby Alice was born April 28, 1919, however, her 
mother, Julie, died in childbirth.  A neighbor lady took 
care of Alice while Frank tried to come up with a plan.
     Back in Binghamton, Great-Grandma Michael and 
her children suffered yet another tragedy when her
nineteen year old son, John, suddenly died on June 8, 
1919, from an infection following an injured knee.   
     The family was devastated with his death; John was 
so strong and helped everyone during Will’s illness.  He 
was buried in the South Gibson Cemetery.

(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4)

Thelma, John, Grace and Ken Michael, about 1918
     Not surprisingly, the two families were destined to 
come  together.   These  are  the  words  of  Frank 
Resseguie, written in a letter to his family about how he 
and Great-Grandma met: 
“It  was  spring and farm work had to be done.   My  
daughter, Gertrude, came home from school and took  
care of four of the children…and I hired a man and his  
wife, but they didn’t work out. The summer wore on…
something had to be done. Trying to use my head and  
heart as well.  I think it was June, (1919) I made a date  
on Saturday night and on the way there I stopped in  
Hill,  McLean  and  Haskins….and  was  surrounded  by  
three  ladies  and  suddenly,  Grace  Michael.   I  don’t  
know  how  she  got  downstairs,  for  she  worked  
upstairs….they were giving me the general sass for a  
widower.  Suddenly, Mrs Michael said, “I’ve got to get  
back upstairs to the silk counter, if he wants to see me,  
he will  have to come up there!”  Now if  I  have ever  
been trumped,  it  was always the women that made  
the first move, so I had to follow that woman up to the  
silk  counter,  then  she  invited  me to  dinner  the  next  
day…I had made up my mind if she turned me down, I  
would smile and not blame her, and look for another…  
the one that would accept under those circumstances  
would have a lot of ‘It.’  Well, Grace did…knowing all  
the facts, for better or worse. “          Written on their 25th 

Wedding Anniversary, March 24, 1945.

      I  always heard a slight variation: Great-Grandma 
said the manager of Hill, McLean and Haskins called all 
the single/available women to the office.  When   she 
arrived and saw Frank Resseguie, she recognized him as 
a well-known and respected farmer with a  large herd 
of  prize  cattle.   She  said  she  wasn’t  going  to  stand 
around and be looked over like another heifer  he was 
thinking about buying! If he wanted to see her, he 

would  have  to  go  up  to  her  department—which,  of 
course, he did! Great-Grandma had spunk!
     So they had dinner and the next spring, March 24, 
1920, Great-Grandma Michael married Franklyn (Frank) 
Fitch Resseguie. Baby Alice came back home and Great-
Grandma suddenly became a mother  to Great-Grand 
Dad’s 7 children, ages  eleven-months to 24 years old, 
as well as her own two children,  Thelma and Ken, 15 
and 13.   Two more sons  followed:  Franklin,  in  1921, 
and  Boyd,  in  1923.  She  was  42  years  old  and  had 
eleven children! Her life certainly took a turn on that 
fateful day at Hill, McLean and Haskins.
     Like so many families, they continued to have sad 
times.  Great-Grandma’s  brother,  Arthur,  lost  his  24 
year-old son, Freeman, in an accident in the butcher 
shop where he worked.  Freeman and her son, John, 
were close in age and had been the delights of their 
family; now they were both gone from tragic accidents. 
In 1937 Ken’s first-born daughter, Joyce Ann, died from 
a ruptured appendix, age 4. Great-Grandma and Great-
Grand  Dad’s  son,  Franklin,  was  missing  in  action  for 
several months in France during World War II  and in 
1944 they lost a grandson, Robert, fighting in Europe. 
Jim Adams,  (my grandfather) Thelma’s  husband, died 
from  a  chronic  heart  condition  in  Great-Grandma’s 
parlor February 6, 1951, leaving her with three children 
at  home,  ages  eight  to  seventeen.  Great-Grandma 
remembered being in a similar situation back in 1917.  
So much heart-break for one family!
     By the time I was eating cookies at Great-Grandma’s 
kitchen table in the early 1950s, all of her children had 
grown up, married and had children of their own, some 
my own age.  But we lived near her and Great-Grand 
Dad,  and visited frequently.   After  thirty-six  years  of 
marriage, Great-Grand Dad died November 23, 1956, in 
their home. 
     Great-Grandma was quite a lady.  She played the 
piano and sang alto with great gusto, usually without a 
music  book.  She  taught  me  words  to  “I’m  Forever 
Blowing  Bubbles”  as  well  as  “Amazing  Grace.”  She 
seldom missed going to church, always wore dresses, 
and loved to play dominoes. As kids, we always knew 
we could have one of the pink candies in her cut-glass 
candy dish or a cookie from her cookie jar. Until the last 
few years of her life, her waist-length auburn hair was 
braided and wrapped around her head, always neat as 
a pin.

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from Page 5)

     I  had  a  special,  unusual  memory  of  our  time 
together.   One summer, when I  was about eight,  she 
asked me to take a ride with her to a Girl Scout camp 
where  my  Grandma  Adams  (Thelma)  was  working. 
Grandma told us to go to her cottage, wait for her and 
“Have  some  Girl  Scout  cookies!”   I  will  never  forget 
those words.  We found an opened box of cookies on 
the  table,  brushed  the  crumbs  off  and  savored  the 
treats.   When  Grandma  arrived,  she  promptly  came 
back  out  of  the  cottage  with  an  unopened  box  of 
cookies.  She asked why we hadn’t eaten any cookies, 
but we told her we ate the ones on the table—that’s 
when  we  found  out  the  crumbs  were  actually  rat 
poison!  We went to the infirmary and were told we 
had to drink two quarts of milk or two quarts of dish 
water with a raw egg—NOW!  Could we have chocolate 
milk? NO!  We each drank our milk and went home.  I 
never drank a total of two quarts of white milk since 
that day!  Great-Grandma didn’t seem at all  flustered 
over the entire event—like all the other things she had 
to deal with during the course of her life, she just took 
this day in stride.  But for me, that was a memorable 
day!
     Great-Grandma spent the last twenty years of her 
life  living with or near her daughter,  Thelma and her 
new  husband,  Cleon  Powers,  in  New  Milford  and 
Harford,  Pennsylvania.   She  kept  in  touch  with  her 
extended  family,  planned  the  annual  Resseguie 
Reunions, and enjoyed her life. 
     She died at age 92, April 17, 1973, and was buried in 
the  South  Gibson  Cemetery  with  her  parents,  both 
husbands, her sons and brother.  She was a special lady 
and has been missed all these years. 

  Two Websites & Books to Explore
by Dianne Goshorn

     You may have heard me talk about an online study 
group for  the  book  Mastering  Genealogical  Proof  
(MGP),  by  Thomas  W.  Jones*.  The  study  group  is 
hosted by Dear Myrtle's genealogy blog/website.   Well, 
I  decided her website  was a little confusing for new-
comers so I want to point out some of the features.  

 The  homepage  can  be  found  at 
http://blog  .Dearmyrtle .com/  .  The menu tabs run across 
the top of the page just under the main graphic image, 
and  include  a  YouTube  Channel,  a  Google+ 
Community,  a  GeneaWebinar  Calendar,  Webinar 
archives, and Lesson archives.
 *See Page 10, Oct. 4 Seminar re: Thomas W. Jones     

     Dear Myrtle has been broadcasting a weekly live 
discussion  group on genealogy on Monday mornings, 
called  Mondays  with  Myrt*  (check  the  time  zone 
posting  as  she  is  in  a  different  one).   She  has  other 
genealogy panelists  join  her  and  they  discuss  current 
events  in  the  genealogy  world.   Viewers  can  post 
comments  or  questions  in  the  Google+  Community* 
and  the  comments  may  be  picked  up  and  shared  or 
answered on air.  If you miss the live viewing there are 
archived  versions  of  the  show  on  the  YouTube 
Channel.* (*See Menu tabs for these items)

     She currently hosts the study group mentioned above 
with a live discussion group, in the same format as the 
Mondays  with  Myrt,  but  on  Sunday mornings  (again 
check the listing for time zones).  They are also archived 
on the YouTube Channel.  She hosted a similar study 
group before and refers to it as MGP1 and the current 
one is  MGP2.   You can watch archived   episodes  of 
MGP1 as well.  And you can read and post comments 
on the Google+ Community about these discussions,

      I have listened to some of the Mondays with Myrt 
discussions and some of the current MGP2 study group 
discussions.  The language and terminology used in the 
Mastering Genealogical Proof book can be challenging, 
so I find the reviews and discussions make the material 
more understandable.  I also like that I can watch them 
as many times as I need to.

     Another website that is a great resource and contains 
information that is related to the genealogical proof dis-
cussions is the site  hosted by  Elizabeth Shown Mills, 
author of  Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources  
From Artifacts to Cyberspace.  The homepage is found 
at https://www.evidenceexplained.com/.  

     She  offers  brief  discussions  of  topics  on  the 
homepage like a blog site and has a menu across the top 
of  the  page,  including  Sample  Book  pages,  Sample 
Quick Check Models (for citations), and Forums.  Along 
the  right  side  of  the  page  is  a  link  to  QuickLessons 
where there are 17 Lessons on topics such as Analyzing 
Records,  What  Constitutes  Proof,  and  Classes  of 
Evidence.

      I  have been reading some of the QuickLessons, 
particularly those that correspond to the topics in the
Mastering  Genealogical  Proof book.   It  helps  me  to 
read  another  explanation  of  the  same  material.   For 
example  in  QuickLesson  2  Mills  explains  the 
differences  between  Sources,  Information,  Evidence, 
and Proof.  Thomas W. Jones is dealing with these same 
topics in Chapter 2 of Mastering Genealogical Proof.

(Continued on Page 7)
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     Now you may think that these topics are too scholarly 
for you because you are  not a professional genealogist. 
You  may  think  that  you  are  just  doing  this  genealogy 
research for yourself, for fun, and as a hobby so you don't  
need to be this thorough or careful.  Well whatever your 
reason for doing this work, I imagine you want to find the 
right people to record in your family tree.  And that is the 
real purpose of these “proof standards,” to help us learn to 
be accurate so we are finding the right people. 
     I encourage you to take all of this work a step at a time.  
It can be overwhelming and confusing.  So take a small bit 
at a time.  Read a section, reread it later, try to apply some 
of the ideas to your research, discuss it with someone, and 
keep repeating with another section.  It will begin to make 
sense.
     Let me know what you think about these websites, the  
study group, or the books. (Mastering Genealogy Proof is 
available  for  purchase  from  the  National  Genealogical 
Society  www.ngs.org,  and  there  is  a  copy of  the  earlier 
edition  of  Evidence!:  citation  & analysis  for  the  family  
historian  in the Genealogy Room)  And if anyone would 
like to discuss any of the topics before or after a meeting 
sometime let me know that, too. 

Results of the Roots & Branches 2013 Survey
By Dianne Goshorn

     Well folks we had a pretty sad response to the R & B 2013  
Survey - only 11 responses.  So, it's hard to imagine what the rest 
of you are thinking.  I can only share with you what was received, 
as I have already done with the Board.  Here is what the 11 of 
you had to say:
     Comments about programs from the past year were positive
     Desired programs for the upcoming year were regional such as 
         New England, South, Midwest, Gemany, but also how to
         programs (e.g. How to organize, how to compile a history), 
         and more on specific websites.
     Alternately there were requests for less technology resources
     Things enjoyed in the newsletter were websites, upcoming
          events & shows, genealogies of members, research articles
     Requests for more articles on items in local genealogy rooms,
          interviews with local expert members
     Websites most used were ancestry.com, familysearch.org,
          findagrave.com, fold3, rootsweb, and legacyfamilytree.
     Current areas of focus were the specific geographic areas 
          noted above.
     Suggestion for members to report on the history of their home
          state, sharing resources from that area

          As I told the Board, it is difficult to draw conclusions from 
such a small group.  I think it is fair to say we have a range of  
experience levels,  from beginners  to  experts.   We also have  a 
range  of  interests  in  the  technology area,  with  some members 
researching without computers to those who are extremely active 
and up to date on all aspects of technology.  

     So, if you are submitting articles to the newsletter I would 
suggest including some of the non-computer resources if you can 
along with any computer resources you use.

 Virginia Haven
by Jane Burr

     Chuck and I live with my mother in a residential 
area north of DeLand on Highway 17 called Virginia 
Haven.  My parents built their home here in 1989, the 
last new home in the development.  Across the road 
is  the  oldest  house,  22  Poinsettia  Drive,  where 
Thomas and Pearl  Smithdeal  first  built,  and  where 
Pearl lived until her death in 1991. 
     I never met Pearl, but was friendly with her daugh-
ter, Sara Wadsworth, and husband, Walter. Thomas 
built a house for Sara across the “triangle,” a small 
piece  of  land  at  the  “Y”  where  Virginia  Avenue, 
named  for  their  latest  residence  before  moving  to 
Florida, splits off of Poinsettia Drive.  Virginia Haven 
was a quiet, older community.

     In 1988 when my parents were clearing the prop-
erty for their driveway, Sara fussed over a palm tree 
that her mother had planted on the lot many years 
ago.  She insisted my father put the driveway in an-
other location to save the tree.  Of course that was 
impossible and the tree had to be cut down.  Sara 
was proud of Virginia Haven, and still felt “ownership” 
of the area. 

     And that was about all that I knew about Virginia 
Haven until last spring when I became active in the 
Roots and Branches Genealogical  Society  of  West 
Volusia County.  At the April 21, 2013, General Meet-
ing Louise Caccamise,  past  President of  the group 
gave a talk about her book, Memory Lane, A History  
of the Street Names of DeLand, Florida.  Her presen-
tation was very interesting, with many stories and old-
time photos of town. 

     When I told Louise I lived in Virginia Haven, she 
said  there  used  to  be  a  small  motel  on  Route  17 
when it  was a 2-lane.  I  knew the Smithdeal’s had 
lived  here,  but  had  never  heard  about  a  motel.   I 
asked a couple of older neighbors, but no one could 
really remember much about the motel either. 
     A few months ago we spent a Saturday afternoon 
exploring  downtown  DeLand,  Florida,  and  went  in 
one store that had a box of vintage postcards from 
Florida with a divider “DeLand.”  After leafing through 
a half-dozen postcards mostly about Stetson, I found 
a black and white postcard in a plastic protector with 
a small sticker in the corner:

“DeLand, FLA.      Va Haven Ct.

I was spellbound—this was “my” motel--and proof of 
Louise’s story! On the back was the following infor-
mation:

Virginia Haven Court
“3 miles North of DeLand, Fla, on US Highway 17. 

 (Continued on Page 8)
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Vivian Haven Court, ca. 1956 

11 Units-Tile Baths-Kitchenettes- Home of Southern 
Hospitality-Restaurant on Premises. Owners & 
Mgrs, Thomas & Pearl Smithdeal.  Phone 170-M4. 
DeLand, Fla.”

     Now that  I  see the picture, I  can envision the 
scene:  a small motel located on the east side of Rt 
17 about 1 mile north of the current Super Wal-Mart 
and a sandy road that ran around the north side of 
the motel and curved, running down the middle of the 
property, all the way to the back.  That would explain 
why our entrance is so difficult to access--there is still 
a sharp turn right after entering our residential area. 
Eventually that sandy road became Poinsettia Drive 
which, so I have been told by locals, was named for 
all the poinsettias that grew on the property. When Rt 
17  was  widened the  motel  was  taken  down,  but  I 
haven’t  been able  to  find any more details.  I  don’t 
know if the Smithdeal’s bought the motel when they 
moved to DeLand or if they built it themselves. There 
are still mysteries to be solved!

     I spent some time this week in the Genealogy 
Room at the DeLand Public Library, looking for infor-
mation.  Thomas’  1972  obituary  in  the  Daphne 
Brownell Collection stated that he was a retired build-
ing contractor and cabinetmaker and had moved to 
DeLand 21 years ago, 1951. There was one interest-
ing detail from Pearl’s 1991 obituary:  she was  one  

of the first three women hired to grind optical lenses 
used on big guns of Navy warships in Norfolk. 

      Although Thomas’ obituary said he had moved to 
DeLand  in  1951,  the  first  mention  of  Thomas 
Smithdeal  was  in  the  1958  DeLand  City  Directory. 
The  listing  included:  “Builders  and  Devel-opers, 
Virginia Haven Homes.” Maybe they just worked the 
motel at first, and then started building houses in the 
area. However, the 1960 Directory listing was simply 
“Thomas Smithdeal.” I wondered if he was out of the 
business of building houses by then.

     Louise had information about the Smithdeal’s in 
her book under “Poinsettia Drive” and “Virginia Ave-
nue,” but I also looked in  Ancestry.com.  The 1930 
Census showed Thomas and Pearl Smithdeal’s and 3 
children living in Cabarrus, North Carolina. By 1940, 
the  Census  showed  that  they  were  residents  of 
Norfolk, Virginia with two of their children, Sara and 
Billy.  I also found them in the family tree collection 
and saw that Sara married Walter Earl Wadsworth 18 
August 1940 in Norfolk, Virginia, just months after the 
1940 census was taken. 

     It was natural that Sara and Walter Wadsworth 
would move to DeLand to be near her parents. The 
1960 City Directory showed Walter E Wadsworth as a

(Continued on Page 9) 
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teacher, and then in 1963, the Assistant Principal at 
DeLand High School.  Besides  being retired LCDR, 
US Navy, Walter retired from teaching and became a
master gardener.   Walter took great pride in every 
plant in his yard--it was meticulous. It was so lovely 
that in 1985 my sister and her husband were invited 
to have their wedding in Walter’s back yard!  Walter 
died in 2006 in DeLand and Sara in 2007 in North 
Carolina  where  she  had  moved  to  be  with  her 
daughters.

      Sara’s brother,  Thomas Smithdeal,  Jr,  born in 
1923, died in 1960 while on active duty with the US 
Navy. Another brother, Billy, lived in Virginia. 

     Therefore, there are no Smithdeal’s or Smithdeal 
relatives  in  Virginia  Haven  today.   The  area  has 
changed  since  Thomas  and  Pearl  lived  here. 
Poinsettia Drive no longer dead-ends at the back of 
the property; now it connects with Melodie Lane from 
the Domingo Reyes development off Rt 17, just north 
of Poinsettia Drive.  Virginia Ave extends into the new 
North Ridge development with an outlet onto Rt 11. 
All the dense forest and vegetation in the back of the 
property  is  gone.   The  Smithdeals  would  not 
recognize their once quiet, secluded residential oasis.

      Until 2 years ago, there was a large 8’X10’ wood 
sign  visible  from  Rt  17  with  the  words  “Virginia 
Haven” just  inside the entrance to Poinsettia Drive. 
One  day  the  sign  lay  on  the  ground  in  pieces; 
apparently someone hit it with a car.  Sadly, the sign 
was  never  replaced.   No  doubt  there  are  many 
residents of the development who don’t even realize 
they live in Virginia Haven unless they looked at their 
deed. 

     And life goes on.

National Genealogical Society Announces Live
Streaming Broadcast of 2014 Conference

     The NGS 2014 Family History Conference, to be 
held May 7-10, 2014 in Richmond, Virginia, will offer 
for the first time, live streaming of 10 lectures.  Details 
can  be  found  at  the  website, 
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/attend/live-
streaming-at-ngs2014gen/. 

     The lectures will be offered in two tracks.  Track One 
can be viewed on Thursday afternoon and Friday morn-
ing, and Track Two can be viewed on Friday afternoon 
and  Saturday  morning.   Both  tracks  can  be  viewed 
repeatedly, once registered, through Aug. 10, 2014.  See 
the website for prices (reduced for NGS members). 

John Knox Village Genealogy Club
Bus Trip to Orlando Public Library

     Dale Stewart, of the JKV Genealogy Club, invited 
members of Roots & Branches to join them on their 
bus  trip  to  the  Orange  County  Library  at  Orlando. 
The trip is scheduled for  Wednesday, April 16, 2014 
at 9:00 am.  Contact Dale,  dalesroots@cfl.rr.com, or 
call (386)218-4578.

2014 Let Me Tell You About My 
Ancestor Contest

     The Roots & Branches Writing Contest is open 
until May 31, 2014.  Entries must be received by June 
6, 2014.  Three prizes will be awarded at the R & B 
General Meeting on Sunday, June 15, 2014.  Prizes 
include $100 for first place, $50 for second, and $25 
for third, and a certificate and a one-year membership 
to R & B Genealogical Society for each winner.  All 
entries are to be 500 words or less and must include 
a signed “2014 Let Me Tell  You About My Ancestor 
Contest” Entry Form.  Entry forms may be picked up 
in the Genealogy Room at the DeLand Public Library, 
or  may be printed in  the R & B Winter  Newsletter 
(posted  on  the  R  &  B  Website, 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs. 

CFGS Spring 2014 Seminar
     The Central Florida Genealogical Society is hos-
ting  a  seminar  on  Saturday,  April  5,  2014,  at  The 
University  Club  of  Winter  Park,  841  Park  Avenue 
North, Winter Park, FL.  Registration is at 8:30 am, 
with the program from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.

     The speaker is Robert S. Davis and the program 
is  “Beyond  the  Basics”  which  will  include  finding 
biographical information,  brick walls, advanced Civil 
War research, and nineteenth century paper trail.

     The cost is $50 for non-members and was listed 
as including a box lunch, but noted late registrants 
may not be guaranteed a lunch.  Parking is free.  On- 
line  registration  available  but  no  phone  numbers 
listed. Http://www.cfgs.org

Imperial Polk Genealogical Society
Seminar 2014

     The Imperial Polk Genealogical Society Seminar 
is  featuring  Judy  G.  Russell,  JD,  CG,  CGL,  (also 
know as The Legal Genealogist)  on  Saturday,  April 
12, 2014.  Her topics will include records of widows & 
orphans,  rights  &  responsibilities  of  genealogists, 
wills, and circumstantial evidence.

     Seminar location is Highland Park Church of the 
Nazarene,  Lakeland,  FL.   Cost  is  $45  for  non-
members  and$50  walk-ins,  continental  breakfast  & 
box lunch included.  Www.ipgs.org 
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Roots & Branches 
Genealogical Society 

of West Volusia Co. 
130 E. Howry Ave

DeLand, FL 32724

                                                                                TO:

Founded in 1986, Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West 
Volusia County serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, 
Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson and Seville.  The purpose of this Society is 
to stimulate and promote interest in genealogical and historical 
research and provide instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and 
adherence to scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in 
research.  We meet the third Sunday of each month, except July and 
August, in the Auditorium of the DeLand Public Library at 130 East 

Howry Avenue in DeLand, Florida.  We have a 45 minute lesson in the 
Conference room (behind the Audio Visual Desk) given by one of our 
experienced members. Guests are always welcome. We also cover the 
Genealogy and Local History Room on the second floor of  the library, 
attempting to provide a volunteer whenever the library is open. 
Library hours are: Mon-Thurs 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Fri & Sat 9:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Sun 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Genealogy Events

Apr 5, 2014, 9:00am – 4:00 pm, Central Florida Genealogical Society 
(CFGS) Annual Seminar,     University Club of Winter Park, FL 
www.cfgs.org 

April 6, 2014, 1:00 pm, 2:30pm-?, Genealogical Society of Broward 
County & Jewish Genealogical Society of Broward County, Alvin 
Sherman Library, Nove Southeastern University, ft. Lauderdale, FL, 
Speakers: Erwin Joos & Donna M. Moughty, www.gsbcfl.org & 
www.jgsbc.org 

April 10, 2014, 1:30 – 3:45 pm, Halifax Genealogical Society Meeting, 
Crossing the Pond: Tips & Techniques That Can Help You Be Successful, 
Too! Speaker:  Jack Butler, 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/programs.html

April 12, 2014, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, Imperial Polk Genealogical Society 
Seminar 2014, Highland Park Church of the Nazarene, Lakeland, FL, 
Speaker Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL, www.ipgs.org 

April 17, 2014, 6:00 pm, Volusia County Genealogical Society Meeting, 

City Island Library, Daytona Beach, FL, Speaker Lou McNally “Weather in 
Old Diaries”  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/ 

May 7 – 10, 2014, National Genealogical Society (NGS) Family History 
Conference, Convention Center, Richmond, VA  
www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org  **See Article page 9 about Live 
Streaming lectures

Jun 8 – 13, 2014, Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research 
(IGHR), Samford University, Birmingham, AL 
www4.samford.edu/schools/ighr/

Oct 4, 2014, Sat, 9:00am – 4:00pm, Florida Genealogical Society 
Annual Fall Seminar, University of South Florida, Tampa FL, Speaker – 
Thomas W. Jones,  www.fgstampa.org   ***See Article pages 6 & 7 about 
MGP book by Thomas W. Jones & study group

Nov 2 – 8, 2014, National Genealogical Society (NGS) Research Trip to 
Washington, DC, National Archives, Library of Congress, DAR Library 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/research_tips/dc_r
esearch_trip 

Page 10

http://www.gsbcfl.org/
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/research_tips/dc_research_trip
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_events/research_tips/dc_research_trip
http://www.fgstampa.org/
http://www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/
http://www.ipgs.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/programs.html
http://www.jgsbc.org/

	Spring newsletter Page 1a
	Spring newsletterPage 2
	Spring newsletter Page 3
	Spring Newsletter Page 4a
	Spring newsletter page 5a
	Spring newsletter page 6a
	Spring newsletter page 7
	Spring Newsletter Page 8
	Spring Newsletter Page 9
	Spring newsletter Page 10

