
Roots & 
Branches 

Genealogical
Society of 

West Volusia 
County

Spring 
Newsletter

Apr-Jun
2013

DeLand Area Public Library
130 East Howry Ave., DeLand, FL 32724

A quarterly newsletter published Jan (Winter), Apr (Spring), Jul (Summer) & Oct (Fall)

Spring 2013

Henry Ormeroid 1826-1890
by Darell Elliott

     Henry Ormeroid came to my attention originally back in the early 1970s 
when I began asking questions of my relatives regarding our genealogy. The 
majority of the information that was given to me was based upon stories that 
my great aunts and great uncle had heard told to them by their mother, 
Elizabeth Ormeroid Owen, who was my great grandmother. Her father was 
Henry Ormeroid.
     Henry was born in Lincolnshire, Manchester, England, on March 1, 1826, 
to William & Sarah Mellor Ormeroid. William’s occupation was a blacksmith 
and he passed his trade on to his two oldest sons, Richard and Henry.
     On December 25, 1851, Henry married Martha Critchley, daughter of 
Thomas & Charlotte Critchley. They started a family immediately and a 
daughter, Mary Jane, was born to them in 1852. That same year, or perhaps 
by 1853, Henry & Martha decided to travel and relocate to the United States. 
Martha’s mother had passed away, so there was not the tie to keep them any 
longer in England. Henry’s sister, Charlotte also traveled with them to New 
York.  She met her future husband here. 

(Continued on Page 4)
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Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of 
West Volusia County

DeLand Area Public Library
130 East Howry Avenue
DeLand, Florida 32724

Genealogy Room
Tel: (386) 822-6930 ext 117

eMail: Roots.Branches.Volusia@gmail.com
Web site: http://tinyurl.com/2c7bnzv 

Volusia Gen: http://www.volusiagenealogy.net/
VCPL: http://volusialibrary.org/

R&B Web Site QR 

2012-2013 Officers
President: Louise Caccamise
1st VP/Publicity: Bob Weaver
2nd VP/Membership: Mary Lois Kelley
Programs Chair: Carol Izzo
Recording Secretary: open
Treasurer: Harriet Bolin
Corresponding Secretary: open
Newsletter distribution: Mary Lois Kelley
Newsletter editor: open
Web Master: open

Editorial Policy
Submissions by members are ESSENTIAL to the 
continuation of this newsletter.  The editor cannot 

possibly fill the newsletter by him/her self.  If you enjoy 
receiving this newsletter you MUST submit articles 
about your family history research.  Without your 

participation this newsletter WILL cease to exist.  The 
Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries prior 

to publication. Neither Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society of West Volusia County nor the Editor assumes any 

responsibility for errors on the part of the contributor. 
Material contained in this publication may be quoted if 

credit is given for the source. 
Editor's eMail: GLHale1955@gmail.com

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Criticisms?  Queries?
We strive to produce an interesting newsletter with original 
material.  Our goal is to leave a trail that will help others.
Our focus is an ever expanding circle: 1) West Volusia 

County 2) Volusia County, 3) Florida, 4) SE United States, 5) 
New England  6) the Middle West  and 6) the World. 

Are we succeeding?   Please send feedback to guide us. Send 
your ideas and your problems, perhaps someone in the 

Society can assist you with a brick wall. Have a Query?  We 
will include it in the newsletter so the WORLD will see it 

and assist.  The newsletter is widely distributed including to 
the PERSI database at Allen County Public Library in Fort 

Wayne,  Indiana (ACPL). 

++

Dues are 
considered 

delinquent if not  
received by the last  
day of February. 

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium) LESSONS (1 p.m. - Conference Room)

Check  http://tinyurl.com/2c7bnzv

FOLD3 FREE ACCESS TO CONFEDERATE RECORDS THROUGH APRIL

Fold3 is offering FREE access to its rich collection of Confederate Civil War records for the entire month of 
April. This contains 32 collections comprising of more than 19 million records, with the majority of the records 
created during the time of the Civil War. Several of the records and publications from the National Archives’ War 
Department Collection of Confederate Records (RG 109) are digitized and appear on Fold3. These include: 
Confederate Compiled Service Records, both the Union and Confederate citizens files,and

 Confederate Casualty Reports. All titles from RG 109 available on Fold3 are listed here with links to each title.   
Additionally, Confederate Amnesty Papers, the Confederate Navy Subject File, the Turner-Baker Papers relating 
to Civil War Subversion Investigations, and files of the Southern Claims Commissionare included as part of the the 
CSA files contain a soldier’s declaration of “Volunteer Enlistment” with an oath of allegiance to the USA.  
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From the Desk of the President
Dear Members,

The spring season has arrived and brings with it a time for renewal 
and hope.  
We received from the Volusia/Flagler Council of Genealogists 
Societies Seminar, a check for our one-fifth share of the profit, 
which amounted to $74.64.  All who worked on it are to be 
commended, particularly Marcia Salvatore, who served as 
chairman.  Such an endeavor has lasting benefits for many people.   
As you know, our Society voted to withdraw and no longer 
participate in the meetings and activities of the Council, due to 
health and transportation problems.  The Council however has 
graciously extended an invitation to continue attending meetings 
and functions.    We will try and announce all meetings, so if 
anyone can go, they will be knowledgeable of the time and location. 
It is a very worthwhile group in which we have been active in years 
gone by. 
We have had major health problems amongst Board members 
recently.  It has limited activities in several realms.  As we look to 
our future, I hope that those of you who this year have enjoyed and 
benefited from our programs and lessons prior to our meetings,  will 
think seriously about stepping forward and volunteering to work on 
a committee, chair a committee or assume an office.   It will make 
the difference between the continuance of the organization, or the 
ending of it.   You have witnessed several people doing multiple 
jobs this year.  Due to health problems, this can no longer continue.  
As of now, we need a newsletter chairman, a website chairman, a 
recording secretary, and possibly a coordinator for volunteers in our 
Genealogy Room and a membership chairman.  At the end of this 
term, there will be other vacancies.  Jerry Hale has volunteered to 
help the next newsletter chairman get started.  The newsletter does 
not have to be anywhere near as long as it has been.  If you have 
computer skills, think about working on our website.  It has been 
created and only needs to be kept current.  Jerry will also help 
someone get started with this.     
Our books have been audited and everything is in good shape.  The 
Auditor was Jon Freeburg, who now is employed at the library and 
will be unable to audit for us again.  We owe him a big thank you 
for a job exceptionally well done.  

George Morgan provided an excellent program last month 
and we look forward to another outstanding programs this 
month.

        Louise Caccamise

FamilySearch Adds 19,206,333 
Images to New United 
Kingdom, World War I 
Service Records, 1914-1920, 
Collection

FamilySearch has added 23.9 
million indexed records and images 
this week with new browsable 
image collections from Belgium, 
Brazil, Colombia, England, Italy, 
Mexico, and the United States. 
Notable collection updates include 
the 19,206,333 images from the 
new United Kingdom, World War I 
Service Records, 1914-1920, 
collection, the 2,005,113 index 
records from the United States, 
World War I Draft Registration 
Cards, 1917-1918, collection, and 
the 930,622 index records from the 
U.S., New York, New York 
Passenger and Crew Lists, 1925-
1942, collection. See the table 
below for the full list of updates. 
Search these diverse collections and 
more than 3.5 billion other records 
for free at  FamilySearch.org. 

Searchable historic records are 
made available on  
FamilySearch.org through the help 
of thousands of volunteers from 
around the world. These volunteers 
transcribe (index) information from 
digital copies of handwritten 
records to make them easily 
searchable online. More volunteers 
are needed (particularly those who 
can read foreign languages) to keep 
pace with the large number of 
digital images being published 
online at FamilySearch.org. 

Learn more about volunteering to 
help provide free access to the 
world’s historic genealogical 
records online at FamilySearch.org. 
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 Street names tell the city’s 
history in DeLand 
author’s book

BY PAT ANDREWS 
<pat@beacononlinenews.com> 

A love of books, a love of DeLand, and curiosity 
about the names of DeLand’s streets have produced 
a book: Memory Lane — A History of the Street 
Names of DeLand, Florida. 

 
 Author Louise Ball Caccamise is a retired librarian 

who’s lived in DeLand since the late 1940s. She’s 
active in the West Volusia Historical Society, as 
well as with the Friends of the DeLand Library, 
where she was instrumental in getting the building 
addition now under way for the Friends. 

 
The genesis for her latest book was Caccamise’s 
trips around DeLand, where many of the streets are 
named for people. 

 “I’d see Julia Avenue. I went down New York 
Avenue and wondered, ‘Who’s Lucie?’” Caccamise 
said. 

     She started doing research. Lucie was the wife of a man who bought property around the area. Julia was the young 
daughter of a man named D.J. Miller who moved to DeLand from Salisbury, N.C.  Salisbury is another street name in the 
same subdivision created in the early 1900s, when Julia was about 8 years old. 
     Another street name that caught Caccamise’s interest was Howry. "I traced the Howry family,” she said.  The Swiss 
name was originally spelled “Hauri,” and the family came from Philadelphia.  “John Howry bought land for the Methodist 
church,” Caccamise said. 
     First United Methodist Church of DeLand now stands at the corner of Woodland Boulevard and Howry Avenue.   John 
Howry and his brother, Charles, took advantage of the federal Cash Entry Act to buy land around DeLand.  The act, 
designed to encourage settlement of the West, allowed people to buy up to 80 acres of federal land for $1.25 an acre. John 
Howry bought 65 acres. 
     A marriage certificate revealed the origin of Hubbard Avenue’s name: John Howry married Martha Hubbard in 1869. 
     The stories of these settlers and the streets eventually named after them paint a portrait of early DeLand.
     Caccamise considered telling the story in a narrative form, but after talking it over with fellow librarians, put the book 
totether by street name, in alphabetical order, "so people can just dip right in," She said.
     There’s information on more than 650 DeLand streets, indexed so it’s easy to find information, and illustrated with 
photos provided by the West Volusia Historical Society. 
     Caccamise said she got so involved in the book's research that she now misses it. She worked on it, off and  on, for 
more than five years.  “The things you can find on the Internet now make research so easy,” she said. 
     The book is available for $20 at the West Volusia Historical Society at 137 W. Michigan Ave., and all profits benefit the 
society. Visiting hours are noon - 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. 
     A book-signing at The Muse Book Shop in DeLand is in the works, probably in June. 

(Originally printed in The Beacon in the March 25-27 2013 issue, used with permission of Pat Andrews.)
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(Continued from page 1)

His name was William Bryant Squire and they 
were married in Sing Sing, New York. More about 
William a little later in the article.
     Another daughter, Sarah Jane, was born to 
Henry & Martha in 1855 in New York. In late 
August 1857, a set of twins, Thomas & William, 
(named after their grandfathers) were added to the 
family.  With now four children, Henry decides to 
move further west and takes his family and his 
sister’s family also to Rochester, Lorain County, 
Ohio.
     In 1859, another son, Robert, is born, but dies 
sometime after the census in 1860. By 1860, the 
United States is being thrust into the War between 
the States, so Henry enlisted in the United States 
Army in September 1861, as a farrier in Company 
H, 2nd Ohio Cavalry under Captain T.S. Case out 
of Lorain County, Ohio. Here we get a physical 
description for the first time. His age is 35 years 
old; his height is 5 feet, 5 ½ inches; he has light 
complexion; blue eyes and brown hair. His 
occupation is listed as blacksmith. I was excited to 
share this information with my great aunts who 
were still living in the 1980’s (one was born in 
1902 and the other in 1910). They had never seen 
their grandfather nor a picture of him (as far as I 
know, none exists), so they were eager to learn 
more about him.
     Henry served after reenlisting until September 
11, 1865. He was mustered out in Benton 
Barracks, Missouri.
     A letter that Henry wrote to his brother-in-law, 
William B. Squire has survived. I include it 
because of the historical significance.

Camp near Petersburgh (Virginia)

May 7, 1865,

Dear Brother,

     I write these few lines to you hoping that they 
may find you in good health as thank God they 

leave me at present. I want to know if I buy my 
horse and saddle if you can keep him if I can get 
him cheap enough to warrant me for bringing him 
home with me and I want you to send me word 
how much a common horse is worth at home for I 
think that we shall have a chance to buy our 
horses pretty reasonably by what General Custer 
says he thinks that we can get them for about 60 
dollars and I would like to buy him if you think 
that he would make a good working horse in a 
buggy or a wagon but I want you to send me word 
how horses are selling first before I buy him for if 
they are not giving enough for horses I won’t buy 
him to lose by him and I wish you would write by 
return of post for I don’t expect to stay here much 
longer. Direct your letter to the 1st Brigade 
Headquarters 3rd Division, Cavalry Corps 
Washington, D.C.
    Give my love to Martha and the children. Tell 
them that I am well and I hope to see them soon 
and don’t forget Charlot and the old lady and Fred 
and all and I still remain your dutiful brother by 
the laws of the United State of New York or any 
other place.
                     Harry
Please write soon.

This letter was written after the surrender at 
Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865 ending 
the Civil War. General Custer is George 
Armstrong Custer, the youngest general in the 
Civil War, later of the Battle of Little Big Horn 
fame. The $60 mentioned would be worth in 2012 
- $845.07, still not bad for a horse and saddle.
    During the war, Henry was afflicted with ague, 
a fever marked by paroxysms of chills, fever , and 
sweating that recur at regular intervals, and after 
riding on a horse  for eleven days straight, he 
developed  the piles, now known as hemorrhoids.  
After the war he was awarded a pension and his 
widow continued to receive the pension after 
Henry died on February 10, 1890.
     His obituary from the February 21, 1890, issue 
of the Medina County (Ohio) Gazette states that
 (Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

the following: Spencer – Mr. Henry Omeroid, Sr. 
passed away somewhat suddenly last Monday. He 
had been failing for some time from a compli-
cation of army troubles, and his lungs, were badly 
affected. A sudden cold found him unable to 
overcome the attack. He was a brave soldier 
during the war, and retained to his death the 
warmest friendship and unabated interest in the 
comrades of those toilsome years. He was an 
ardent G.A.R.* man, and its meetings and 
reunions were enthusiastically attended. A kind 
neighbor and a good citizen, and above all a 
faithful Christian. None will forget in Spencer his 
constant presence in storm or shine, at church. He 
had much natural musical ability, and very few 
were the times in the history of this place since he 
came here, that his voice failed to respond to notes 
of rejoicing or of sorrow as occasion demanded, 
especially at funerals his place in the choir was 
never vacant. A large delegation from the 
Wellington G.A.R. attended the funeral, it being 
the first time the impressive service of that society 
was ever rendered in Spencer. Sermon by Rev. 
Snyder.

*Grand Army of the Republic, a forerunner of the 
present American Legion.

.-.-.
The Digital Public Library of 
America will Launch on April 

18 and 19

Here is a question for you: what do you get when 
you take the basic idea of Google Books and then 
wed it to the US public library system? Answer: 
the Digital Public Library of America.

The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) is 
a project to make the holdings of America’s 
research libraries, archives, and museums 
available to all Americans, and eventually to 

everyone in the world, online and free of charge. 
Quoting from Robert Darnton’s article for The 
New York Review for Books, The National 
Digital Public Library Is launched at, 
http://goo.gl/G1Ir6 

“Thanks to the Internet and a pervasive if 
imperfect system of education, we now can realize 
the dream of Jefferson and Franklin. We have the 
technological and economic resources to make all 
the collections of all our libraries accessible to all 
our fellow citizens—and to everyone everywhere 
with access to the World Wide Web. That is the 
mission of the DPLA.”

The DPLA plans to provide a centralized portal to 
a decentralized network of digital media from 
libraries, museums, universities, archives, and 
other local, regional, and national collections.  
One way to look at the DPLA is to consider it to 
be an "umbrella organization" that helps 
coordinate the efforts of an alliance of independ-
ent institutions. The items available via the DPLA 
will be accessible free of charge. If DPLA 
becomes what its founders planned, a future 
researcher or genealogist will be able to put a 
search term into the library's one web site and get 
results from all of the collections. This will be 
one-stop shopping research.

Highly-visible libraries that have already joined 
the organization include the New York Public 
Library (NYPL), the Kentucky Digital Library 
(from the University of Kentucky), Digital Library 
of Georgia, Minnesota Digital Library, Mountain 
West Digital Library (Utah, Nevada and Arizona), 
South Carolina Digital Library and the Digital 
Commonwealth (Massachusetts). Harvard 
University also will initially provide select 
digitized special collections to the DPLA.
You can learn more about the Digital Public 
Library of America athttp://dp.la/. 

(With thanks to the Dick Eastman BLOG. The 
weekly newsletter is available as a pdf file at 
http://www.eogn.com/wp/thisweek.pdf )
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130 E. Howry Ave
DeLand, FL 32724

                                                                                TO:

Founded in 1986, Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West 
Volusia County serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, 
Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson and Seville.  The purpose of this Society is 
to stimulate and promote interest in genealogical and historical 
research and provide instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and 
adherence to scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in 
research.  We meet the third Sunday of each month, except July and 
August, in the Auditorium of the DeLand Public Library at 130 East 
Howry Avenue in DeLand, Florida.  We have a 45 minute lesson in the 
Conference room (behind the Audio Visual Desk) given by one of our 
experienced members. Guests are always welcome. We also cover the 
Genealogy and Local History Room on the second floor of  the library, 
attempting to provide a volunteer whenever the library is open.  
Library hours are: M-Th 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Fri, Sat & Sun 1:00 
p.m. to 5:0

NEWSLETTER EDITOR RESIGNATION

     I find that I can no longer function as newsletter editor and, with this final edition, submit my 
resignation.  If anyone would like to take up this task I will be happy to assist them in getting 
started.  I use only a conventional, free, word processor so anyone with the interest will be able 
to easily produce the newsletter.  The next newsletter is the summer edition which is due out on 1 
July 2013.

Jerry Hale 
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