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How and Why I Started Tracing My Fisher Family History
by Howard Fisher

The year was 1954. The place was 
School #8 in Belleville, New 
Jersey. I was starting my school 
year in the sixth grade and it was 
time to meet new friends and and 
see my old classmates from the 
previous year. One of my new 
classmates was Alex. He and his 
family had moved from Greece to 
the United States during the 
summer.  I never met someone 
from another country and we started asking each other where our families 
were from.  Alex, of course, was from Greece;  Gayton as well as many others 
in my class was from Italy. Then they asked me where my family was from. I 
had no idea! I told them I would go home and ask my dad and let them know. 
     That evening I talked to my dad, “We were talking in school today. Alex is 
Greek,  Gayton and Tony are Italian, what are we?”  He responded, “We’re 
American.” I then said, “Well we’re not American Indians so our family must 

  (Fisher, continued on page 4)
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Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of 

West Volusia County
Volusia County Regional Public Library

130 East Howry Avenue
DeLand, Florida 32724

Genealogy Room
Tel: (386) 822-6930 ext 117

eMail: Roots.Branches.Volusia@gmail.com
R&B web site: http://tinyurl.com/2c7bnzv 

R&B BLOG:  http://rnbdeland.blogspot.com/ 
Volusia Gen: http://www.volusiagenealogy.net/ R&B Web Site QR 

2012-2013 Officers
President: Louise Caccamise
1st VP/Publicity: Bob Weaver
2nd VP/Membership: Mary Lois Kelley
Programs Chair: Carol  Izzo
Recording Secretary: open
Treasurer: Harriet Bolin
Corresponding Secretary: Jerry Hale
Newsletter distribution: Mary Lois Kelley
Newsletter editor: Jerry Hale
Web Master: Jerry Hale

Editorial Policy
Submissions by members are ESSENTIAL to the 
continuation of this newsletter.  The editor cannot 

possibly fill the newsletter by him/her self.  If you enjoy 
receiving this newsletter you MUST submit articles 
about your family history research.  Without your 

participation this newsletter WILL cease to exist.  The 
Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or queries prior 

to publication. Neither Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society of West Volusia County nor the Editor assumes any 

responsibility for errors on the part of the contributor. 
Material contained in this publication may be quoted if 

credit is given for the source. 
Editor's eMail: GLHale1955@gmail.com

Suggestions?  Ideas?  Criticisms?  Queries?
We strive to produce an interesting newsletter with original 
material.  Our goal is to leave a trail that will help others.
Our focus is an ever expanding circle: 1) West Volusia 

County 2) Volusia County, 3) Florida, 4) SE United States, 
5) New England  6) the Middle West  and 6) the World. 

Are we succeeding?   Please send feedback to guide us. Send 
your ideas and your problems, perhaps someone in the 

Society can assist you with a brick wall. Have a Query?  We 
will include it in the newsletter so the WORLD will see it 

and assist.  The newsletter is widely distributed including to 
the PERSI database at Allen County Public Library in Fort 

Wayne,  Indiana (ACPL). 

Dues are 
considered 

delinquent if not  
received by the last  
day of February. 

PROGRAMS (2 p.m. - Auditorium) LESSONS (1 p.m. - Conference Room)

Oct - Liz Whitaker - Volusia County Clerk's Databases
Nov - Carolyn Carlisle - DNA
Dec - Christmas Social and awards

Tentative 2013 Schedule
Jan   -  Louise Caccamise - History of DeLand Street
                                                        Names
Feb   -  Ann Staley  - Overlooked Research Sources: 
                             A Gold Mine To be Discovered
Mar  - George Morgan - Alternate Records You May 
                             Never Have Considered
Apr  -  Barbara Costello - Historical and Genealogical
              Treasures in the Government Documents

Oct - Being a Private Investigator in Genealogy
Nov - Wars and Military Records
Dec - no lesson, Christmas Social and awards

                  TO BE DETERMINED

PLEASE VISIT OUR INTERACTIVE  BLOG SPOT 
WHERE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GENEALOGY TOPICS 
OF INTEREST ARE ENCOURAGED.

http://rnbdeland.blogspot.com/ 

Check the calendar for any changes  http://tinyurl.com/2c7bnzv 
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The President’s Forum – Louise Caccamise
  
Dear Members,

Another year of Roots and Branches programs and 
activities is about to begin.  This is going to be a special 
year with our Volusia/Flagler Council of Genealogical 
Societies Seminar taking place on Saturday, January 19, 

2013, at the African American Cultural Society at 4422 US Hwy 1 
at Palm Coast.  Also this year we will have our Florida State 
Genealogical Society Annual Conference on November 8-10 at the 
Hilton Deerfield/Boca Raton.  These should give those of you who 
like to travel, a focal point around which to build a couple of trips. 
     I want to thank Carol and John Izzo, who volunteered to 
represent us at Palm Coast at the most recent Seminar meeting. 
They not only attended, but they brought back all the materials that 
were given to our group.  This is also a good time and place to 
thank them for all they do for programs, planning and setting up at 
each meeting – and for the great photographs that John takes, 
creating a record we would not otherwise have.   
     This summer we did a little housekeeping in our genealogy room 
and straightened the shelves and cleared out the corners.  Providing 
excellent assistance were Esther Gould, Carmela Bergen and Jerry 
Hale and I want to thank them for their help which went way 
beyond the call of duty.  I could never have done it alone.  
     For twenty-five years I have had my 
own microfilm/microfiche machine which 
this summer I donated to our genealogy 
room.  With it, I gave my microfiche of 
Florida’s vital records - marriage, death, 
birth and divorce.  I hope that many of 
you will benefit from using them.
     Fold3 is now a part of the official 
databases in the library system.  It is available at the library and also 
at home.  I wrote of its contents in the last newsletter.
There is still time to enter the Esteemed Ancestor Contest if you 
have not already done so.  There are three great prizes waiting to be 
claimed.  
     Remember we are always looking for volunteers, new members 
and visitors.  The more the merrier.  
     I hope that you all have had success with research this summer. 
I look forward to seeing each of you at our meetings.   

 Louise   

Twice weekly publication of 
Family Roots Publishing Co.,  

LLC
If you have been to the web 
site recently you will have seen 
the above ad for Genealogy 
Newsline on the front page.  If 
you click on the ad you will be 
taken to the online newsletter. 
The present newsletter 
features:

1) Old City Directories - Before 
the Internet

2) A Guide to Chicago & 
Midwestern Polish-American 
Genealogy

3)New York State Census & 
Substitutes

4) Finding Indiana Ancestors: 
A Guide to Historical Research

5) Easy Reprints for Rare 
Genealogies and Histories

and many other topics.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Walt Welch of DeLand. 
Interests:  Welch,  LaPrade, 
Dunn, Morris, and Beirlein 
(German).  Walt says: "Yes, I 
am a Taphophilia! "

Darell Owen Elliott of Deltona 
whose interests we have not 
yet learned.  Hope to see 
Darrell at the meeting.
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(Fisher continued from page 1)    have come from 
somewhere else.”  He then told me,  “Don’t worry 
about it!”
     That’s when I decided that when I have 
children I will be able to tell them where our 
families came from. The genealogy seed was 
planted in the back of my mind. 
Years Later   Pat and I were married for eight 
years in 1972 and had two children, Glenn and 
Susan. We still lived in Belleville New Jersey and 
this is the year that my father passed away at age 
62. It’s time to start finding out the Fisher family!
I know that my grandfather Lockwood Fisher was 
born in Monticello New York in 1886. So the 
most logical and easiest thing to do was to take a 
two-hour drive from our home to Monticello New 
York. Our plan was 
to visit all of the 
cemeteries in 
Monticello and find 
out if any Fisher 
family members 
were buried there. 
So on a Saturday 
morning we packed 
a picnic lunch and 
headed up the New 
York State Thruway 
to Monticello. 
     At the Rock 
Ridge Cemetery we 
found the tombstone 
for Ira A. Fisher and 
his wife Sarah M 
Fisher.  That is not 
the only Fisher 
marker we located.  Ira’s brother Peter and 
members of Peter’s family are also buried there.
     When we got back to Belleville we told my 
mother what we found in Monticello. I think that 
she realized that we really did want to know about 
our family and she showed us some of the family 
information she had. 
     That’s is when we found an obituary for

William A. Fisher, my great grandfather who was 
the father of 
Lockwood Fisher 
and a son of Ira and 
Sarah Fisher.  
     She also gave us 
an obituary for 
William A. Fisher’s 
mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Mary E. Smith who 
was the wife of Elias 
Smith who predec- 
eased her. Mary 
Smith lived in the 
Prospect Park area of 
Beacon, New York 
but passed away 
while visiting her 
daughter, 
Mary Fisher 
in Millburn, 
New Jersey.
     My 
research 
started years 
before 
Ancestry 
.com and 
the ability to 
do Google 
and 
computer 
searches.
   We went 
from library 
to library, 
wrote letters 
to relatives, 
cousins, 
friends, 
churches, 
government 
vital statistic bureaus and many other sources. 
(Fisher, continued on back page)
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 Susannah Gates
My Favorite Ancestor
by Prudence (Lathrop) Hudson 

(sister of Esther Gould)

Second Annual Contest - Third Place
 

Loose papers from a Bible found discarded 
with garbage at a curb that ended up in a small 
New York Town Hall, and a letter discovered in a 
Montrose, Pennsylvania library folder marked 
"Lathrop", helped complete my research on Ezra 
Lathrop and identified my great great great great 
grandmother Susannah as someone who led an 
interesting but challenging life.

Susannah Gates (born in Preston, Ct on 30 
April 1749) married Ezra Lathrop (born in 
Norwich, Ct on 24 Jan 1743) on 6 July 1766.  Her 
widowed father had married Ezra's mother, a war 
widow, in 1765.   At only 18 she had her first 
child, a son also named Ezra.  He was followed by 
three more sons:  Zephaniah in 1769, Elisha in 
1774, and William in 1776.  When her husband 
died in early May 1777 she was left in debt. 
Although he was called "a Patriot of 
Massachusetts serving under General George 
Washington on a list of men raised prior to May 
17 to serve in the Continental Army for a term of 
three years or during the war", he was not entitled 
to a pension.  He served with the 4th Hampshire 
Company at nearby Fort Ticonderoga.  His 
probate lists a coat, musket, bayonet, powder 
horn, and cartridge belt, as well as farm 
implements and five pigs.  The family lived on a 
rented farm near Southhampton, New York.  No 
creditors made claims on the insolvent estate, 
although her father and her sister's husband had 
lent them money.

In 1778, Susannah married Ebenezer 
Whipple, six years her senior, and they moved by 
wagon to join relatives in Unadilla, New York. 
The next spring they emigrated with her sons Ezra 
and William to Susquehanna County, 
Pennsylvania, traveling by canoe down the  

Wyalusing River, settling near Jessup in what was 
latter known as the town of Usher.  Zephaniah and 
Elisha remained with the relatives in Unadilla. 
Susannah and Ebenezer later had five children and 
lived in a rough cabin that was yearly flooded by 
nearby Salt Creek, yet they often housed less 
fortunate settlers and cared for those with injuries. 
He was considered an excellent hunter and in 
addition to other game killed as many as a 
hundred deer a year to share with others.  Grain 
was scarce and mills were distant, so she made 
bread from stewed pumpkins.  Ebenezer died in 
November 1826.  She lived until 2 May 1846, to 
an age of 97, according to her granddaughter's 
Bible pages, living with various of her children, 
all with large families.  Both are recorded as 
buried in Bridgewater, Pennsylvania but no grave 
markers remain.

The family in America originated in 1634 
with the arrival from England of Rev. John 
Lathrop on the "Griffin".

The widower and his 13 children settled in 
Barnstable, Massachusetts where many married 
into "Mayflower" families. The DeLand Lathrop 
family, who moved from Maine in 1947, trace 
back to Susannah's son Elisha.  All ten children 
attended DeLand schools. END.

Rev. John Lothropp was a 
religious leader in 
Plymouth Plantation where 
he founded three churches 
which are still in existence.

Rev. John Lothropp's bible  
brought to America by 
Rev. John Lothropp 
onboard the Griffin in  
1634. 

 http://tinyurl.com/9v2jo8s 
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 A Kindness Through Ancestry.com
Linda Williamson 

A thoughtful researcher recently sent me this link 
through Ancestry.com to an article published in the 
Edgefield Advertiser: 

The Palmetto Regiment 

Edgefield Advertiser (Edgefield, S.C.) 1836-current,  
May 29,1867, Image 2:   “The Augusta 
Constitutionalist says, We have in our possession one 
of the silver medals presented by South Carolina to 
members of the Palmetto Regiment for gallant  
conduct in Mexico. A merchant of this city purchased 

the medal from a negro. The name of the soldier to whom it was presented is Shadrick Ready. The 
merchant we referred  to has placed it in our hands, in order that we may be instrumental in returning 
the treasure to the owner if living, if not to his heirs." 

Researching further, I found that “the Palmetto Medal was given in silver to enlisted men and NCO’s 
and in gold to officers. In the event of death, it was presented to the next of kin. Named on the 
reverse, the NCO and officer medals give the rank whereas awards to Privates simple state the name.

Authorized by the SC General Assembly in 1848 the Palmetto Medal was engraved by William J. 
Keenan and struck by the Charleston firm of Hayde, Brother and Company. Minted in the 1850’s, 
early examples have the name Keene found on the strike. It is accurately estimated (thanks to research 
by Jack A. Myers of Columbia , SC.) that 882 medals were struck and presented. 68 gold and 657 
silver (with 157 of these to NCO’s). Myers has so far tallied fewer than 70 known remaining medals! 
Bronze unnamed strikes are known to exist.” 1 

I was ready to claim the medal if someone in the family hadn’t already claimed it, (some 145 years 
later!) when suddenly, I realized: Mexican War. 1846-1848. He may be an ancestor, but this Shadrick 
Ready couldn’t be my ggrandfather who was born two years after the war ended. 

I’m disappointed, but no less grateful to the person that sent me the Ancestry.com message.
-- Linda Williamson

New historical and genealogical databases available at Volusia County 
Public Libraries

The Volusia County Public Library has added Fold3 History and Genealogy Archives Plus and The Holocaust Archives to 
its online eResources.  Fold3 combines an unprecedented collection of original historical documents and personal histories 
including convenient access to US military records. Included is access to several special collections, including the African 
American Archives, American Revolution Archives, Native American Archives, US Bureau of Investigation Case File 
Archives, and World War II Archives.  Another addition is the Holocaust Collection. Through their partnership with the 
National Archives, Fold3 has scanned and indexed valuable records that tell the story of the Holocaust. Patrons can 
explore everything from Holocaust assets to death camp records to interrogation reports to the Nuremburg trials.  Library 
card holders can access these and other databases at:  www.volusialibrary.org/VCPLeresources.html
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 Many people who come into the Gen 
Room are interested in the "Brownell Coll-
ection". Most probably don't know who 
Mrs. Brownell was.  Here is a bio that was 
included in the December 1992 newsletter.
  
DAPHNE  BROWNELL  -  A PROFILE 

(from December 1992 newsletter; editor 
Dorothy Weichman; photo by Jerry Hale 

added.)
Daphne 
Brownell has 
been a 
genealogist 
and a 
genealogical 
researcher for 
more than 
three decades. 
How fortunate 
Roots and 
Branches has 
been to be the 
beneficiary of her expertise.  The notebooks she 
has authored and accumulated are on our shelves 
in the Genealogy Room attest to her skill as a 
researcher and her interest in Roots & Branches.

Born in Jamestown, New York, Daphne came to 
Florida in 1926 with her family and to Volusia 
County in 1935 to attend Stetson University where 
she received both a Bachelor of Arts and a 
Masters Degree.  Later she earned an M.A. from 
Catholic University in Washington, D.C.  She is a 
certified Record Searcher of the Board of 
Certification for Genealogists and Records 
Searchers in Washington, D.C.

From 1962-82, she researched intermittently as 
she worked on the notebooks.  She completed the 
Oakdale Cemetery Records in 1971. The other 
cemetery records came later: 3 volumes of West 
Volusia County and 1 of East Volusia County.

In 1967, she completed the Bledsoe Family 
History and in 1971, the Justice Akin Family 
History. (Most of her search for information has 
been through "first records" in court houses which 
is where the factual records are found.

Daphne also donated 100 notebooks to the State 
University of New York at Alfred to the Heckle 
Memorial Library.  Additionally, she completed 42 
families of West Volusia County and Seven Early 
Families of West Volusia County and unpublished 
works of a study of cemetery inscriptions found in 
Allegheny and Steuben Counties in New York. 
Her favorite hobby is "Cemetery Hopping."

Her achievements have been recognized by being 
listed in the Dictionary of International Biography, 
Notable Americans, Personalities of the South and 
Hereditary Register of the United States of 
America.

A life member of the Quaker Association, as 
Quaker descendant of Benjamin Akin, Daphne is 
also a past Regent of the Colonel Arthur Erwin 
Chapter (DeLand) of the DAR, a charter member 
of the Mound of Surrogate Chapter of the XVII 
Century Colonial Dames, a member of the 
National League of American Pen Women and 
other organizations.

Daphne Brownell has been a tireless worker in 
researching and recording genealogical history. 
She has worked quietly at her craft, always 
ferreting out the actual facts.  We are grateful that 
she has been a member, a Charter member, of 
Roots and Branches. We thank her for her many 
contributions.   We wish you well in your new 
venture, Daphne, and we wish you Godspeed.

Note: When I interviewed Mrs. Brownell  in 2007 
I asked her how she had accomplished so much.  
Her reply "Three hours a day for forty years."  /H/
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Volusia-Flagler Council of Genealogical Societies 

GENEALOGY SEMINAR 
Hosted by:  Genealogy Society of Flagler County 

 
Saturday, January 19, 2013 

African American Cultural Society 
4422 US Hwy 1, Palm Coast, Florida 

9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
(Registration begins at 8:15 a.m.) 

 
“The Family Detective”  Uncovering The Secrets of Your Family Tree 

 

 

Melissa Shimkus began her career as a genealogy librarian in Tampa, Florida.  Her 

career focus has been genealogy instruction.  She currently co-coordinates the 
programs and seminars held by The Genealogy Center, Allen County Public Library, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Her areas of interest are the southeastern United States, 
African American research, and the use of emerging technologies in genealogy, 
which have led to her being co-administrator of The Genealogy Center’s blog and 
Facebook page. 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

     Registration  8:15 a.m. 
     Continental Breakfast 8:15 a.m. 
     Welcome Remarks 9:00 a.m. 
     Session I  9:15 a.m. 
     Break  10:25 a.m. 
     Session II  10:50 a.m. 
     Break  12:00 p.m. 
     Luncheon  12:20 p.m. 
     Session III  1:40 p.m. 
     Closing Remarks 2:50 p.m. 
 
 

SESSION I 
     

“Discovering Your Female Ancestors” 
 
Female ancestors are difficult to uncover because they are “hidden” within records.  Understanding the laws and 
situations that affected women helps us to locate them.  Discover how to search records and locate your female 
ancestor. 
 

SESSION II 
 

“Overlooked Records for Hurdling the Census Chasm” 
 

What happened to your ancestor between the census years?  Discover alternative records created in the 
intervening years and why they are just as important. 
 

SESSION III 
 

“Knocking Down the Brick Wall” 
 
This topic will examine common missteps everyone makes in genealogy and how to avoid those pitfalls along 
with some creative suggestions on knocking down the genealogical brick wall. 



 
MENU CHOICES 

 
French Dip sandwich with tossed salad 

or 
Tuna Salad, Egg Salad, and Cole slaw with tossed salad and rolls 

or 
Chicken wrap with tossed salad 

 
Also served with coffee, tea, and pound cake with fruit topping. 

Hot coffee, Hot tea and Water will be available from 8:15 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
VENDOR:  “FUN STUFF FOR GENEALOGISTS” 

 
DOOR AND RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

 
 

Directions to the African American Cultural Society (AACS), 4422 US Hwy 1, Palm 
Coast, Florida-- 
  
From I-95 north or south, exit 289; from north, turn right and from south, turn left 
onto Palm Coast Pkwy, NW; at end of Pkwy (approx. 2.3 miles) turn left onto US Hwy 
1 south. Travel 2 miles (African American Cultural Society will be on your left), make 
a U-turn at White View traffic light. AACS is first driveway on the right. 

 

 
 
 

Cut and return with remittance to: 
Genealogy Society of Flagler County, PO Box 35-4671, Palm Coast, FL 32135-4671 

Please make check payable to:  Genealogy Society of Flagler County 
For further information: visit our website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgsfc or email Marcia Salvatore, Seminar Chair, 

<koeg1@bellsouth.net> 
 

(Please print and list all names if more than one) 
 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (optional) If female, put maiden name in parentheses) 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street or PO Box                                      City                                   State                          Zip 
 
Phone and Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
Organization (if you belong to one) __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Menu Choice(s):   French Dip _________       Tuna, Egg, Cole slaw _________      Chicken wrap with salad _________ 
 
 
Registration(s) received prior to December 15 _________ x $35  Amount Enclosed _________ 
 
Registration(s) received between December 16 and January 10 _________ x $40  Amount Enclosed _________ 

(No refunds will be given after January 10, 2013.) 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgsfc
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"My Most Esteemed Ancestor” Contest
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County 

“ESTEEM” -----admire, appreciate, apprise, be fond of, cherish, consider, hold dear, honor, 
idolize, like, look up to, love, prize, regard, regard highly, respect, revere, reverence, think the 
world of, treasure, value, venerate, worship .

The Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County (RBGSWVC) is
pleased to announce their third annual “My Most Esteemed Ancestor” contest. The contest is 
open to all residents of Volusia and Flagler Counties. 

To enter, write a story about your most esteemed ancestor in five hundred words or
less. The contest period is July 1, 2012 until November 15, 2012. 

Mail your entry, to arrive no later then December 1, 2012 to:DeLand Regional Library, 130 East 
Howry Avenue, Deland, Florida 32721-0612,Attn: Roots and Branches Genealogical Society.

You may also send your entry as an attachment to an email address set up for this contest: 
esteemedancestor@howardfisher.com

The Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County (RBGSWVC)
will not be responsible for incomplete, lost, late, misdirected or illegible entries.

Roots and Branches will award cash prizes of $100 for the first place winner, $50 for second and 
$25 for the third place winner. In addition, each winner will receive a certificate recognizing 
their achievement and a one-year membership to Roots and Branches Genealogical Society.

The panel of judges for the contest will be: the Associate Managing Editor of the Hometown 
News; Kathleen Mann, Regional Librarian, DeLand Regional Library; and Gery Walker, of the 
DeLand Rotary Club. 

Winners will be announced and prizes awarded at the Roots and Branches meeting on
Sunday, December 16, 2012.

All entries of 500 words or less must include a completed and signed Roots and Branches 
Genealogical Society of West Volusia County (RBGSWV) “My Most Esteemed Ancestor” Entry 
Form.

All entries become the property of the The Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West 
Volusia County. 

(My Most Esteemed Ancestor, continued on page 11)
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ENTRY FORM
2012 “My Most Esteemed Ancestor” Contest

Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County 

Entries will be accepted from July 1, 2010 and November 15, 2012 and the awards will be presented 
at the RBGSWVC meeting on December 16, 2012. 

Mail your entry, to arrive no later then December 1, 2012 to:

DeLand Regional Library, 130 East Howry Avenue, Deland, Florida 32721-0612,
Attn: Roots and Branches Genealogical Society.

You may also send your entry as an email attachment to an email address set up for this contest: 
esteemedancestor@howardfisher.com 

The Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County (RBGSWV) will not be 
responsible for incomplete, lost, late, misdirected or illegible entries.

By submitting this entry in the Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of Volusia County “My 
Most Interesting Ancestor” contest, I acknowledge that my entry is the property of the Roots and 
Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County and give my consent to RBGSWV to make 
public (publish in both print and on the internet) the information which has been submitted by the 
undersigned for the Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County 2012 “My 
Most Esteemed Ancestor” contest.

Please print, sign and if under 18 years of age include parent/guardian signature.

Contestant’s Name (print)_______________________________________________________

Contestant’s
Signature_________________________________________Date_______________________

E-mail____________________________________________ Phone ____________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip____________________

Parent/Guardian Name (print) ___________________________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian  ____________________________________________________
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130 E. Howry Ave
DeLand, FL 32724

                                                                                TO:

Founded in 1986, Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia 
County serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, Enterprise, Osteen, 
Pierson and Seville.  The purpose of this Society is to stimulate and 
promote interest in genealogical and historical research and provide 
instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and adherence to scientific 
principles of accuracy and thoroughness in research.  We meet the third 
Sunday of each month, except July and August, in the Auditorium of the 
DeLand Public Library at 130 East Howry Avenue in DeLand, Florida.  We 
have a 45 minute lesson in the Conference room (behind the Audio Visual 
Desk) given by one of our experienced members. Guests are always 
welcome. We also cover the Genealogy and Local History Room on the 
second floor of  the library, attempting to provide a volunteer whenever the 
library is open.  Library hours are: M-Th 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Fri, Sat & 
Sun 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

(Fisher, continued from page 4)  

 After 40 years (1972 to 2012)  I’ve been able to search my Fishers 
back only five generations.   However, we do keep digging!
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