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Fred was 
born in Cook 
County, Illi-
nois in 1869, 
the son of 
James and 
Rachel (Hale) 
Buckminster. 
Fred became 
a Chicago 
police officer.  

The Chicago Tribune portrays 
Fred arriving at the Chicago train 
station with a famous forger in 
handcuffs. Fred left the force to 
become an accountant for a can 
manufacturing company. When 
the company burned Fred was 
charged with arson. While on 
bail Fred took up with the 
“Yellow Kid Weil” gang running 
con games, providing the plot for 
“The Sting.” In trouble again, 
Fred fled to Florida, masquerad-
ing as an undercover Federal 
Agent. Hired as a deputy sheriff 
in Pinellas County, he began 
preying on whiskey runners, de-
manding money on part of the  

Celebrating 25 YEARS of Promoting  

Genealogical Research,  Instruction & 
Tearing Down Brick Walls!!!!!!! 

cargo in return for their release. When Fred 
asked permission to carry a gun, a council 
Member contacted the FBI asking whether 
Fred was an undercover agent, as he rep-
resented himself. The FBI immediately ar-
rested him. There was no escaping this 
time. Back in Illinois, Fred ended up in Jol-
liet penitentiary for three years. When he 
got out of prison Fred went to live with his 
mother in Douglas county, Kansas. He 
died there in 1949.—Jerry Hale    

Fred Buckminster, My Favorite Ancestor—Jerry Hale 

Fred Buckminster 

      Chicago Tribune 14 Apr 

“John Nonne, wanted in Chicago on charges of forgery, 
reached the city from New York at 5:30 o’clock yesterday af-
ternoon in care of  Detective F. E.  Buckminster.” 



 Society News 

Roots & Branches Genealogical Society 
Deland Public Library 

130 East Howry Avenue  
DeLand, Florida 32724 

_____________ 
  Genealogy Room: 

(386) 822-6430  x117. 
Website:  

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbbgs/index.htm    
Library Website:  

http://volusialibrary.org/branchinfo.htm1#DLN 
R & B e-mail: 

Roots.branches.volusia@gmail.com 

Do you have any suggestions or comments 
about this issue of the newsletter?  Do you have 
any ideas for future articles?  Do you wish to 
share your thoughts about any topics  

Roots and Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County 
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“Who Do you Think You Are?”  
Promotional Flyer  

Please print the flyer on page 8 and 
hand it out to your friends to promote 
the Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society.  

FSGS Annual Conference 

• November 11th and 12th 

• Sheraton Orland North Hotel 

• 600 Lake Destiny Drive – Mait-
land, Florida 

Keynote Speaker: Lloyd Dewitt Bock-
struck is a nationally known, profes-
sional genealogist, educator, librarian, 
author and columnist.   For more infor-
mation go to http://flsgs.blogspot.com.   

concerning history and/or genealogy?  Would 
you like to post a query in the newsletter and 
network with fellow researchers?  Send corre-
spondence to the above address. 

The newsletter is published quarterly: January, 
April, July, and October. 

Editorial Policy: Submissions by members are 
encouraged and will be used as space permits.  
Editor reserves the right to edit articles, files or 
queries prior to publication. 

Neither the Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society nor the Editor assumes any responsibil-
ity for errors on the part of the contributor. 

Material contained in this publication may be 
quoted if credit is given for the source. 

Editor’s  e-mail: swilliamson1@cfl.rr.com 

 

2011 Officers  

President: Rosemary Sutton  

1st Vice President & Program Chairman:  

Howard Fisher 

2nd Vice President & Membership Chairman: 
Mary Lois Kelley 

Recording Secretary:  Carmela Bergen 

Treasurer: Harriet Bolin 

Corresponding Secretary: Jerry Hale  

Publicity Chairman: Carol Izzo 

Newsletter Distribution: Mary Lois Kelley 

Newsletter Editor: Linda Williamson 

Webmaster: Jerry Hale 

Vertical File:  Carmela Bergen 

It’s a Tragedy—We’re Losing 
Random Acts of Genealogy 

Kindness (RAOGK) 

Thank you  Bridgett Schneider, Ad-
ministrator for RAOGK, and all of 
your devoted volunteers who spent  
timeless hours for eleven years to 
fulfilling our requests for copying lin-
age documents and making pictures 
of tombstones. We wish you a fast 
recovery. We will miss you. 

 

Prison Records Online 
Criminal ancestors in the family tree 
may be less than ideal (see Jerry 
Hale’s story on the cover page) but 
the records of their conviction and 
imprisonment can often be a gold 
mine of information.  As part of your 

convict search, don’t miss the wealth of 
historical prison records and inmate re-
cords available online. Read more 
about i t  at  About.com. ht tp: / /
tinyurl.com/5r6lago  

 

Fall Calendar 
Sunday, October 16 , 2:00 PM: Octo-
ber 2011 25th Anniversary Luncheon at 
the Grant Bly House and a presentation 
on the history of Roots and Branches. 
No lesson.  

Sunday, November 20, 2011, 2:00 
PM: Election of Officers (Program to be 
determined). Lesson 1:00 PM: War & 
Military Records 

Sunday, December 18, 2011, 2:00 PM: 
Social and Installation of Officers for 
2012-2013. No lesson. 
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The President’s Forum—Rosemary Sutton 

Fall, 2011 

 

Dear Members, 

 The 25th Anniversary of Roots & Branches brought back thoughts of my first 25 years.  All of my for-
mative years, schooling, college, marriage and two children took place in Indi- ana.  Finished off by living 
in Bermuda where a third child was born. On our 25th anniversary we moved permanently to 
Florida. 

 My interest in genealogy started around thirty years ago.  It has 
brought my brother and I very close despite the difference be- tween us.  
We always meet with folders, notebooks and recently, laptops.  Last Christ- mas he put together a 
book for each of my children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  My con- tribution was the idea, 
many names, and the documentation.  It was a goal we wanted to accomplish before it was too late. 

 I mention this because many of you have relatives you would like to be closer to but have no 
common interest.  WRONG – Try Genealogy! 

 I have previously written of all the various ways of tracing relatives in the past 25 years.  
Next, social networking. Take a little time to reminisce about your first or last 25 years.  Why not 
find out your famous relatives, and try to get back to your common ancestor?  It is possible. 

 Many of you haven’t been members of Roots & Branches for the entire 25 years.  Actually, it’s 
my 23rd anniversary and I’m ashamed to say my 21st year on the board.  This is not because of any 
special talent, but because I never learned to say “No.” 

 Hope to see you at our celebration luncheon in October. 

President, 

Rosemary Sutton 

 I have always used Heritage 
Quest to obtain Rev War Pension 
files.  I'm disappointed that the pages 
are often unreadable.  When I en-
countered  
that situa-
tion today 
I went to 
Ancestry 
and found 
the same 
Patriot's 
records.  
The file for 
Jared 

Tolles on Heritage Quest was  6 
pages, nearly unreadable. 

 The file for Jared Tolles on 
Ancestry.com was 32 pages and 

VERY clear and readable. Below is a 
comparison.  Another reason I'm glad 
I have the Ancestry service, expen-
sive though it may be.—Jerry Hale 

Heritage Quest Ancestry 

Ancestry.com Beats Out Heritagequestonline.com  for Readability—
Jerry Hale 



Vice President, Margaret Stephens, 
Recording Secretary; Col. Pat 
McCann, Treasurer, Jerrie Tedros, 
Corresponding Secretary and Pat 
Young, Librarian.  The first minutes 
were taken by Thelma M. Stuart 
Beck, Acting Secretary. 

      The dues were set 
at $7.50 for a Single 
membership, $10 for a 
Family, $25 for a Sus-
taining Membership 
and $100 for a Life 
Membership. 

      The Society grew 
quickly.  At the first 
meeting Mrs. Thelma 
Stuart Beck, president 
of the Volusia County 
Genealogy Society of 
Daytona Beach was 
guest speaker.  Her 
topic was “Resources.”  
Forty people paid their 
dues and became mem-
bers at that first meeting. During 
the meeting everyone was asked to 

fill out a survey, pedigree sheets 
were distributed and members were 
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    Since we have almost arrived at 
the 25th anniversary of the forma-
tion of Roots & Branches I thought 
that a brief account of the events of 
the very early days 
of the Society would 
be of interest. 

     An announce-
ment for people to 
sign up if they were 
interested in form-
ing a genealogy 
group was posted at 
the library, no, not 
that one, the “old library” at 121 
West Rich Avenue.  Twenty-nine 
people signed the sheet and so a 
meeting was called to organize the 
Society.   

      Interestingly one of the earliest 
members, Harriet Bolin still visits 
the place today!  It is now her den-
tist’s office. She says that the den-
tist's chair is right in front of the 
“New Acquisitions” shelves. 

     “The Volusian” newspaper told of 
the new group “Boots 
and Branches” (in 
quotes) had met and 
had chosen tempo-
rary officers and a 
preliminary set of 
bylaws to get things 
started.  Fortunately 
the Sun News ran the 
correct name and so 
“Roots and Branches” 
was introduced to the 
wider community. 

     The first officers, 
elected until the 
meeting on Tuesday, 
January 2, 1986 were: Lemoyne 
Meichner, President; John Turner, 

Sleuthing With Jerry—The Beginnings of 
“Boots”…...“oooops!!!!....Roots & Branches! —Jerry 
Hale 

encouraged to submit a bibliography 
of resources they would share with 
the group. The first membership list, 
made in November 1986 there were 
45 members.  The next membership 
list showed 92 members. 

     There was no newsletter at first.  
The one I call “Newsletter 0” was a 
letter that began, “Although our 
group is not yet ready to regularly 
publish a newsletter, your Board of 
Officers felt that a “newsy” letter 
was in order.”   Not until August 8, 
1990 was a formal newsletter pub-
lished, Vol.1, Number 1. It was also 
a single sheet. 

      The problems mentioned in that 
first newsletter are the same we 
have today:  “The Genealogy Room 
volunteer roster has been getting 
smaller. More members are needed 
to help out. Out of approximately 
480 waking hours in a month, can 
you give four to the Library?  The 
shifts run 9 am to 1 pm and 5 pm to 
9 pm.  These can be modified to meet 

Members Took a Field Trip in 1988 to the Family History Li-
brary — Kneeling Helen Brindle, L-R LeMoyne Meichner, Hazel 
Rush, Doris Rruett, Mildred Young, Eleanor Thornton, Peony 
Baldauff (Vice President), Donna Gellerman, Fritz Gellerman, 
Marilou Fox, Robert Fox, Arlene Liggett 

First President of R&B 

LeMoyne Meichner 
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your schedule.  If everyone did one 
shift a month, the room would be 
fully staffed.”   That appeal is as 
important today as it was in 1990. 

      The seriousness of that first 
group was demonstrated when they 
made a field trip to the Family His-
tory Library in Salt Lake City in 
September 1988. Another trip en-

sued the following year, with some 
of the same people, but was a bit 
smaller.  Since that time there has 
been no mention of a similar field 
trip.   Side trips included                            
Brigham Young's home, called the 
“Beehive House”  and the magnifi-
cent Mormon Temple.  

      The Society has always been 
part of the celebration of the heri-
tage of DeLand.  In 1989 a booth 
was set up on the street during the 
“DeLand Heritage Day” celebration.  
Photos in the first history book show 
the first president and other mem-
bers manning a booth, talking to 
passers by and generating interest 
in genealogy.  We have also had a 
booth at several of the county fairs. 

     To demonstrate how far the 
“noble endeavor” has progressed, an 
article in a letter of May 1989  men-
tions that a new microfiche reader 
has arrived.  Thanks were given to 
the Library for having purchased a 
Fiche filing cabinet.  As you may 

know, we still have the IGI 
and a few other things on 
microfiche in the Genealogy 
Room but it is seldom used 
and the LDS has ceased 
publishing the IGI on that 
media.  We still have the 
ability to read microfiche 
using the reader/printer 
that can handle both micro-
film and microfiche.  Come 

by and use that old microfiche for a 
while to appreciate how much easier 
our life as researchers has become. 

     Another big project that was 
mentioned as ongoing in the sum-

mer of 1989 was a 
color coded card 
catalog.  Different 
colors were used for 
books, periodicals, 
vertical file, micro-
fiche, microfilm etc.  
We now use those 
cards as scratch 
paper.   

     We think of the 
“good old days” 
sometimes, but for 

family history researchers things are 
now a whole lot easier.—Jerry Hale 

 

Penny Baldauff, left, LeMoyne Meichner tend R&B 
booth, Heritage Day 1989.  

Mormon Church, Salt Lake 
City, by night. 

Bill Dreggors in Constume as Henry  

DeLand on Heritage Day  

Brigham Young Home, “The BeeHive House:” 

Mormon Temple, Salt Lake City 



Book Review:  GENEALOGY AS A PASTIME AND PRO-
FESSION — Jerry Hale                                          

 Here are some thoughts 
about a couple of them. If you read 
something about genealogy or his-
tory please consider writing a review 
for this feature of the newsletter. 

 Soon after I started sitting the 
desk in the Genealogy Room, and 
knew very little about genealogy or 
what I should be doing there, 
Marjorie Heaney came in. I realized 
that she was a very accomplished 
researcher and so started asking her 
questions about genealogy research 
techniques. She told me that if I ex-
pected to become a good genealo-
gist I should read a little book in the 
“How To” section, by Donald Lines 
Jacobus entitled “Genealogy as Pas-
time and Profession.” I followed her 
advice and was impressed with Mr. 
Jacobus' methods although I had no 
idea who he was at the time. 

 This summer I went back and 
re-read that book. A second edition 
has come out, but the first edition is 
on our shelves. It is a little worn and 
somewhat outdated but the advice is 
as pertinent as it was in 1930 when it 
was written. 

 What prompted me to re-read 
“Genealogy as Pastime and Profes-
sion” were two other books I read 
which told me what a special re-
searcher Mr. Jacobus was. Those 
books were “A Noble Pursuit, the 
history of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society 1845-1995” 
and “Families of Ancient New Ha-
ven.” (nine volumes published by the 
Genealogy Publishing Company, 
Baltimore in 1981 as three books, 
available on Ancestry.com.) 

 In “A Noble Pursuit” I learned 

that “By critics, he (Donald Lines Jaco-
bus) is regarded as America's foremost 
exponent of scientific genealogy,” the 
leader of many scholars who wrote for 
“The American Genealogist (TAG) 
which he founded in 1922.” He was 
also a frequent contributor to the 
“NEHGS Recorder.” 

 “The Families of Ancient New 
Haven” is a compilation of articles 
about New Haven, Connecticut that 
were written by Mr. Jacobus and pub-
lished in the “New Haven Genealogical 
Magazine” from 1922 to 1932. In that 
book Mr. Jacobus documents nearly 
every fact as he goes. He provides a 
“key” which allows you to easily follow 
what sources he refers to. Here is an 
example from the Tolles family, page 
1841: 

TOLLES. FAM. 1. Henry s. of Henry, 
b. first wk in Nov 1669 (at Saybrook) 
FairfieldV, d. Jan 1750/1 ae. 81 NHT1; 
m (1) 13 Apr 1693 NHV - Dorothy da. 
Daniel & Rebecca (Thompson) Tho-
mas, b. c. 1664, d. 19 Oct 1727 NHV; 
m. (2) 5 Sep 1728 NHV - Mary da. 
Thomas & Sarah (Hemingway) God-
sell, b. 22 Dec 1686 BdV; m. (3) 26 
Oct 1745 NHV - Mary, wid. Samuel 
Hotchkiss. 

 The key reveals that NHV 
equates to New Haven Vital Records, 
FairfieldV is Fairfield Vital Records, 
NHT1 is City Burial Ground (“Grove 
Street Cemetery”) New Haven, includ-
ing stones in Center Church crypt and 
those removed from the Green and 
BdV is Branford Vital Records. 

 I also downloaded from the inter-
net and read parts of many county his-
tories such as “The History of York 
County, Pennsylvania”, “The History of 
Schoharie County, New York”, “History 

of Harrison County, Iowa” and many 
others. These county histories make 

very interesting reading, I prefer 
them to novels. Google Books and 
Archives.org have an enormous col-
lection of these books, free to 
download as you will. I have placed 
many of them on the offline computer 
in the Gen Room, look in the 
ScanSnap electronic file cabinet un-
der Genealogy eBooks. 

These books are often available in 
pdf, epub and other formats that are 
compatible with Kindle and Nook. If 
any of them are not, there is a free 
program that will “massage” a pdf file 
to make it work properly in an 
eReader. (http://tinyurl.com/42da7l2 ) 

 I  am very excited to receive a 
color nook which my daughter is 
sending as a present for my 73rd 
birthday. I'm looking forward to hav-
ing all of these county histories on 
my Nook when we take our next 
cruise. 

 “A Noble Pursuit The Sesquicenten-
nial History of the New England His-
toric Genealogical Society 1845-
1995” by John A. Schutz page 98.—
Jerry Hale 
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Did you read any good genealogy books this summer? I did!! 
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An Early Version of “The Night Before Christmas” in the Original Ger-
man  in “The History of York County Pennsylvania.” —Jerry Hale 
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A Blast From the Past—Our August 1990 Roots & Branches  
Newsletter  
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A Promotional Flyer for Roots & Branches—Help Build Our Society.  



Founded in 1986, the Roots & Branches Society of West Volusia County, serves the cities 
of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson and Seville.  

The purpose of this Society is to stimulate and promote interest in genealogical and histori-
cal research and provide instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and adherence to 

scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in research.   

 We meet the third Sunday of each month, September through June, in the Auditorium of 
the DeLand Public Library for a Program at 2:00 PM.  A 45 minute beginners’ lesson is 

offered at 1:00 PM prior to the meeting in the Conference Room behind the Audio/Visual 
desk.  Guests are welcome.  

Library Hours:  Monday through Thursday  9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Friday through Saturday 
from 9:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

130 E. Howry Avenue, DeLand, 
Florida 32724 

 
We’re also on the Web @ 
 
http://www.flgenhistonline.com/counties/flagvol/volusia/
volusia.html 
 

We’re on the  Web! 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~f
lrbgs/index.htm 

 You don't need expensive 
software to edit photos like a pro. All 
you need is a web browser and an 
Internet connection. 
 The death of the hard drive 
is upon us. As more and more peo-
ple and Internet companies turn to 
The Cloud (a non-local storage loca-
tion for data) for their daily computing 
activities, massive storage systems 
in personal computers are becoming 
less and less necessary.  

 Not only are these 
applications cheap (usually 
free), they also work equally 
well on Windows, Macintosh, 
and Linux computers. Some 
of them will even work on 
iPad and Android tablets. 
 Wired Magazine has a guide 
to cloud photo editing with Aviary, 
one of the more power-
ful FREE photo editing services in 
the cloud. You can read the guide 
at http://goo.gl/aM3Lm. 

 The company also produces a 
number of other cloud-based tools, in-
cluding an audio editor, music creator, 
vector editor for creating graphics, 
screen capture, and more. All are avail-
able at http://www.aviary.com/. 

Edit Photos In the Cloud 


