
 Everyone feels they are going in cir-
cles at times. The Andrew Hatch family 
of Wayne, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, gave that 
problem a new twist with their Family 
Circle Letter. It began in the 1890s, 
when all but one of their seven children 
had left the nest. Martha Barnes Hatch 
fretted over writing a different letter to 
each of her children. There is no record 
of who sparked the idea, but soon she 
began to write ONE letter to ALL the 
children. It was sent to the eldest, who 
read it, then added a second letter to the 
envelope and sent it to the next in line. 
Eventually it became quite a packet as it 
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circled back around to Martha and Andrew. 
They removed their original letter, added a 
new one and the packet moved on around 
the circle once more. 

 As a great-grandchild of Martha and An-
drew, I was invited to join the circle in the 
mid-1980s. What an honor to continue such 
a tradition in that family. My correspondents 
were the grandchildren of the originators 
and well up in years. Since I was a child of 
the youngest of the second youngest in the 
original set of siblings, my news was of chil- 

   

           Please see page 10 COVER STORY  

Andrew & Martha Hatcher  

Celebrating 25 Years!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



 Society News 

My Most Interesting Ancestor 
Contest 

 Congratulations to the winners of the 
“My Most Interesting Ancestor” contest, 
LaVerne Hardin, Peggy Gamble and 
Howard Fisher! 

 Excerpt from The DeLand Beacon, De-
cember 19, 2010, DeLand, Florida—”The 
Roots and Branches Genealogy Society of 
West Volusia announced the winners of 
their ‘My Most Interesting Ancestor 
Contest’ at their annual holiday social 
meeting on Sunday, December 19th. 

The contest was open for entries from 
everyone and the entries were accepted 
from June 1st to December 1st.  The 
judges were Barbara Shepherd co-
publisher and editor of the DeLand Bea-
con and Kathleen Mann, Regional Direc-
tor of the DeLand Regional Library. 
Rosemary Sutton, Roots and Branches 
president told the group that the contest 
was such a success that it will become an 
annual event. 

The first prize winner was LaVerne Har-
din who wrote about her great grand-
mother...” “She was awarded the first 
place certificate, a one year subscription 

to the DeLand West Volusia Beacon, a 
subscription the Family Chronicle maga-
zine, a years membership in Roots and 
Branches, and $100 cash prize.” “The 
second prize was awarded to Peggy Gam-
ble for her article about her ancestor Ma-
mie Grimes...” “The third place winner 
was Howard Fisher who wrote about his 
cousin William D. Cole...“  

 Dues 

Mary Lois Kelley, Membership 
Chairman,  reminds us that we  are 
into a New Year and our dues are 
$15.00 per person or for a couple. 
Please make out your check to: 
Roots and Branches Genealogical 
Society and send it to 130 E. Howry 
Ave, DeLand, FL 32724, or bring it 
to a meeting  on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month at the DeLand Public 
Library or stop at the Genealogy 
Room at the Library and give it to 
the volunteer at the desk. 

Volunteers Needed 

We need Volunteers in the Geneal-
ogy Room. It isn't hard work. There 
is a booklet telling you what to do 

Roots & Branches Genealogical Society 

Deland Public Library 

130 East Howry Avenue  

DeLand, Florida 32724 

_____________ 

  Genealogy Room: 

(386) 822-6430  x117. 

Website:  

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbbgs/index.htm    

Library Website:  

http://volusialibrary.org/branchinfo.htm1#DLN 

R & B e-mail: 
Roots.branches.volusia@gmail.com 

Do you have any suggestions or comments 
about this issue of the newsletter?  Do you have 
any ideas for future articles?  Do you wish to 
share your thoughts about any topics concern-

ing history and/or genealogy?  Would you like 
to post a query in the newsletter and net-
work with fellow researchers?  Send corre-
spondence to the above address. 

The newsletter is published quarterly: Janu-
ary, April, July, and October. 

Editorial Policy: Submissions by members 
are encouraged and will be used as space 
permits.  Editor reserves the right to edit 
articles, files or queries prior to publication. 

Neither the Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society nor the Editor assumes any responsi-
bility for errors on the part of the contribu-
tor. 

Material contained in this publication may 
be quoted if credit is given for the source. 

Editor’s  e-mail: swilliamson1@cfl.rr.com 
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and there are other volunteers ready 
to  orient you to the room and your 
duties.  

Hoping to see you at a meeting or in 
the Genealogy Room! 

 

 

We’re planning a party  

to  

celebrate our Society’s 
25th  

Anniversary  

in October.  More  

details later. 



November 21, 2010  

Balance as of 17 October  2010           $4561.68 

Receipts: 

Dues: D. C. Kaprocki, B. McKay,  

B. Outlaw, M.L. Kelley, J. Tyler @$15.00 each  $75.00 

Proceeds from 50/50 drawing        $17.00 

Donation                    $5.00 

Sub-total:                                                          $4658.68 

Service Fees for Sept. and Oct. @ $2.00 ea. mo.    $4.00 

Printing of Fall Newsletter                  16.62 

Balance on hand as of 21 November 2010    4,638.06  

 

Treasurer’s Report—Harriet 
Bolin 

Page 3 January February March 2011 

The President’s Forum—
Rosemary Sutton 

Sunday, January 16, 2011, 2:00 PM: "The True Story of 
Betsy Ross" by Cathy Gaskill. Lesson 1:00 PM: “Who Are 
Your Ancestors? Who are your Descendants? How to Chart 
Them After You Find Them.” by Rosemary Sutton.  

Sunday, February 20, 2011, 2:00 PM:  Elaine Powell                             
"Tips and Tricks for Researching in Libraries and Courthouses" 
by Elaine Powell. Lesson 1:00 PM: “Genetic Heritage , Medi-
cal Timeline, DNA” by Rosemary Sutton.  

Sunday, March 20, 2011, 2:00 PM:  “Immigration” by Raff 
Ellis.  Lesson 1:00 PM: “Finding Elusive Male and Female 
Ancestors, Including Troublemakers” by Rosemary Sutton. 

Calendar—Howard Fisher 

              Winter, 2011 
 

Dear Members, 

 Roots and Branches was formed 25 years ago.  The only active 
charter member, who has admitted it to me, is our treasurer, Har-
riet Bolin. 

  I joined in 1989 when moving to Deland 22 years ago.  The 
current library was new at the time.  I turned in my 5 Generation 
Chart.  I must admit corrections were necessary with documenta-
tion. 

  After a few months, an officer had discovered from my 5 Gen-
eration Chart that we were related going back to the 1600's.  She 
volunteered me to be Secretary following a vacancy.  I still can't say 
"no." 

  There have been many changes in the way we do research since 
the Society was formed.  In the beginning it was mostly accom-
plished through the written word such as books, magazines and 
periodicals, also using film and the IGI films.  The changes will be 
continued in future issues. 

  We wish you good health and happy hunting in the new year! 

       Rosemary    

 

Abbreviated Society Minutes—
Carmela Bergen 

November 21, 2010— President Rosemary Sutton called the 
meeting to order at 2:07 p.m.  Minutes were read and were 
approved as read. Acting treasurer, Carmela Bergen reported a 
new balance of $4638.06. This amount was filed for audit. 

Howard Fisher reminded the membership of the upcoming 
programs:   December 19th:  Christmas Social and awards for 
the Interesting Ancestor contest. 

January 16, 2011:  “The True Story of Betsy Ross” presented 
by Cathy Gaskill; February 20, 2011  is yet to be announced; 
March 20, 2011  “Immigration” by Raff Ellis. 

Mary Lois Kelley reported 60 memberships now.  Eight mem-
bers have already paid their dues for 2011. 

This past year we have lost members Jim Pardee, Rivers Ford 
and Dottie Grantham. Corresponding secretary Jerry Hale has 
sent condolence cards to their families. Jerry Hale also said 
that Jim Pardee’s family has donated some of Jim’s books to 
the genealogy lab.   

There is still time to sign up for the January 22nd Genealogy 
Seminar hosted by the Halifax Genealogical Society at the 
Halifax Plantation in Ormond Beach.  The program will be 
“Thinking Creatively About Difficult Research Problems” by 
Apryl Cox from Salt Lake City, Utah.   If anyone needs a ride 
to this function please contact Jerry Hale.   

Raff Ellis’ presentation “Kisses from the Past” was filled with 
information on the who, where, what and why to prepare your 
family history, and finally how he came to publish his family’s 
story.  

After the 50/50 drawing, the meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela Bergen  

 



able for a monthly or yearly fee.  I have found that 2GB has 
been plenty of room for my purposes. 
The way Dropbox works is that a file folder is placed on the 

hard drive of your computer.  You then install Dropbox on 
other computers.  Anything placed into the Dropbox folder on 
one computer will soon appear on the others.  You can also 
share a Dropbox folder with others.  Jim & Carol Nichols and 
I have been working together on the Beacon archives.  When 
Jim has downloaded 8 or 10 files he places them in the shared 
folder.  I then move them into a permanent archive folder. 
 
In my present situation I am able to connect to the home com-
puter using LogMeIn, drag a file into Dropbox and retrieve it 
on my Netbook here in North Carolina. 
 
Being able to leave the two external hard drives at home and 
still have access to them has many advantages.  Any spinning 
hard drive is sensitive to bumps and may quit working if you 
knock it over or drop it.  Leaving it sitting safely at home con-
nected to a “server” computer solves the problem. 
 
In choosing a computer to 
be a server you want one 
that has uninterruptible 
power (UPS) or a notebook 
computer with a good bat-
tery that can provide power 
during a moderate length 
power outage.  Mine sur-
vived a 2 hour blackout in 
Deltona a few nights ago.  The desktop computer wasn't on a 
UPS and so did not come back on line. 
 
In addition to the convenience, putting your genealogy “in the 
cloud” (on the internet) provides a complete backup that is not 
subject to the same natural disasters as the copy you keep on 
your own computer. 
 
Although I have chosen Ancestry there are other similar sites 
such as “We Relate” (www.werelate.org) sponsored by the 
ACPL (Allen County Public Library).—Jerry Hale 
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In one of my past articles I demonstrated what “the cloud” is 
and how it can benefit genealogists.  Since then I have started 
to change from Family Tree Maker to Ancestry Family Tree 
(online).  I did it because the information will be available to 
future researchers and because it is a cloud concept which 
allows me to access my database from any computer.  I am not 
using a GEDCOM to upload my years of research but am in-
stead rebuilding my data base using only “historical” records 
such as Census, Draft Cards, Licenses etc. 
 
A wonderful thing happened as a result of this switch.  A dis-
tant relative contacted me and asked to be given access to my 
database on the “Richmond Family In America”.  She needed 
permission because I have created my Family Tree in the 
PRIVATE mode. 
 
We exchanged eMails and she verified her connection to my 
Richmond line and I sent her the permission.  She sent me 
permission to view her database on “our” Richmond family.  
The first thing I saw was a photo of my Great Great Grandfa-
ther at about age 45!!   I've never seen a photo of him at an 
age less than 70 or 80 so I was very happy she had contacted 
me. 
 
These are some of the advantages of  “Genealogy in the Cloud” 
and some of  the great features of Ancestry.com.  Although 
expensive Ancestry has steadily improved over the years and 
now I believe it is worth the money. 

 
Another handy use of the www in your genealogy comes from 
two free programs.  The first is LogMeIn. (https://
secure.logmein.com/)  With LogMeIn you can remotely operate 
your computers at home while you carry your Netbook to a 
library or archive with wireless access.  On this trip I have 
the Netbook with me and am able to consult data on two hard 

drives attached to a very old laptop at home.  The remote hard 
drives are 1TB and 1.5TB and hold a complete backup of my 
computers and other external storage devices. 
 
The free version of LogMeIn does not allow file transfers but 
there is another free program that does.  
'Dropbox' (www.dropbox.com) is a free file sharing program 
with 2GB capacity in the free version and 50 or 100 GB avail-

Sleuthing With Jerry—Digital Genealogy—Jerry 
Hale 
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First Place Winner of the “My Most Interesting Ancestor Con-
test” LaVerne Whiteside Hardin 

You Can Believe It  

 
 Many stories have been told 

about the War Between the States (the 
Civil War). Some are fictional, but this 
one is factual.  

 When Sherman’s army came 
through the Atlanta area a tremendous 
number of his “strays” spread out for 
many miles around, taking whatever 
they saw that they wanted, leaving peo-
ple with little food, corn and especially 
cotton.  

 Learning that they were on their 
way, my Grandmother had her cotton 
hidden in a large cave on her property. 

She had bushes set out in front of the 
opening. Since she had quite a bit of prop-
erty there was “worlds” of cotton. When 
Sherman soldiers came down the moun-
tainside on the trail that passed within 
twelve or fifteen feet of the cave they had 
no idea that all that cotton was so close to 
them.  

 The story goes…and I heard this from 
several different directions…they would 
take the cotton, sell it, ship it up north 
and “pocket” the money. It was suspected 
that they went home rich. Also, they were 
burning county courthouses. Because of 
the war, Benton County courthouse re-
cords were lost.  

 My Great Grandfather, Lemural Scar-
brough, had died in 1850, pneumonia, I 

think, leaving Nancy with twelve children. 
Nevertheless, she managed quite well. 
After the war was over she was the only 
one, within six to ten miles who had cot-
ton seed. They had to plant back, as cot-
ton was the primary source of income in 
that era. Consequently, word spread, and 
people came from “far and wide” for cot-
ton seed. That is how my Great Grand-
mother, Nancy Scarbrough made a “mint” 
on her cotton seed.  

 In 1870 she had a large house built 
with five bedrooms, each about the size 
twenty by twenty feet, with many hall-
ways, parlor, etc. This home was inherited 
by my father, Whitfield Whiteside. This 
home is where I grew up—LaVerne Har-
din  

Second Place Winner of the “Most Interesting Ancestor Con-
test” Peggy Gamble 

Mamie Grimes 
(1881-1932) 

Mamie, daughter of Ten-
nesseans, was born and raised in Mex-
ico. Her father was a Methodist Mis-
sionary. I know of her life through 
sporadic letters from and about her 
saved by her cousin Beula. 

Mex. D.F. 

3/6/1908 

Dear Beulah 

“[I am] still working and having the 
time of my life...One of my many beaux 
has such a swell automobile...and he 
took me in his machine.” [She had 
received ten invitations to a private 
bullfight.”] 

“You should see the swell diamond I 
have been sporting—it only cost 
$800.00.” 

Monterey N. Leon, Mexico 

1/30/1909 

Dear Mama, 

“I am now Mrs. Charles Layton—-he 
is a young doctor and surgeon whom I 

met while training...Mighty fine fellow if I 
do say so…” 

Monterey N. Leon, Mexico 

6/4/09 

Dear Papa, 

“...My husband died on the 25th of last 
month in Cuba [of yellow fever]. 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

9/13/1916 

Dear Beula, 

“...Am so glad to be able to tell you that I 
have quite a wonderful position and draw 
a salary in proportion. Am perfectly in love 
with the east and especially so with New 
York City and its environments...Have a 
lovely five room apartment…” 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

10/22/1916 

Dear Beula, 

“...I could write all night and then not tell 
you half of the sad events which had taken 
place in my life…” 

 Some events were the loss of her mother 
at a young age, her rocky relationship 

with her father, and deaths of two broth-
ers in a mine dispute in Mexico, her hus-
band, her youngest brother by suicide, 
and her twin brother from tuberculosis in 
an insane asylum. 

During September of 1920, Mamie en-
tered a convent. 

House of Providence 

Vancouver, Washington 

1/1/1922 

Dear Mama, 

“Should I for any reason not be able to 
take the vows, shall leave soon after for 
Rio do Janeiro, Brazil, as I have a pass 
and contract available with the Brazilian 
Government. These years have not been 
idle wasted ones for me. And if I have left 
the world  it was not for lack of fame and 
success in it...you will be much surprised 
when I tell you of all my travels and how  
I employed these long, sad years of wait-
ing… 

“...since 1910 I have never played, sung 
(to really count) not  laughed (except once 
in awhile). Have lost all my frivolity, fun  

    Please see page 6 MAMIE 
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 MAMIE 
From page 5  

 

of teasing, joking and mischievous-
ness…” 

She took her vows 7/19/1922 and be-
came Sister Maria Emmanuela. 

St. Mary’s Hospital 

Astoria, Oregon 

William D. Cole 

“My cousin, William D. Cole 
was 20 and living in upstate 

New York, when he enlisted in Com-
pany B of the 142nd NY Infantry on 
September 2, 1864 in Goshen, New 
York. He received an Honorable Dis-
charge in Raleigh, North Carolina on 
June 7, 1865. Six months after enlist-
ing Private William Cole became a 
hero! Let me tell you his 
story. 

During the Civil War, 
Confederate forces built 
a series of forts guarding 
coastal river inlets lead-
ing to the interior of 
South Atlantic states. 

Fort Fisher, built from 
earth and sand to absorb 
enemy shelling, with 
walls as high as 30 feet 
and protected by 47 
heavy guns, guarded the 
mouth of the Cape Fear 
River, upstream from 
Wilmington, North 
Carolina. The rebel force 
numbered about two thousand men 
under the command of Colonel Wil-
liam Lamb. 

On a peninsula north of the fort were 
another sixty-four hundred soldiers 
under Confederate General Robert 
Hoke. The fort, called the Gibraltar of 
the South, protected Robert E. Lee’s 
last major supply route to Virginia. 

The Union failed to take Fort Fisher 

in December. On January 13, 1865 they 
tried again. 

In a coordinated attack with naval forces 
the Union infantry, with Private Cole 
and the 142nd NY, would storm Fort 
Fisher from land. Protecting the fort 
from land assault was an extensive pali-
sade, a nine-foot high solid fence made 
from logs set on end and lashed together 
with heavy rope. 

Private William Cole was a member of a 
squad of thirteen volunteers who were 
recruited to advance before the Federal 
column and, using axes, cut through the 
ropes and timbers creating a breech in 
the palisades allowing northern troops to 
storm the fort. 

Cole and his comrades, muskets slung on 
their backs, axes in hand, waited for the 
order to advance. At two o’clock in the 
afternoon the navy guns fell silent. It 

was time to move forward. Creeping along 
the ground for almost three hundred yards, 
the thirteen volunteers reached the enemy 
palisade unobserved. 

Concentrating their axe blows on the lash-
ing ropes, and using shovels and battering 
rams to loosen then topple some of the 
posts; they cut openings in the palisades. 

Because of the breach they had opened, the 
volunteers came under fire from two rebel 

cannons positioned at the front 
of the fort. The axe men had 
chopped open a “bloody gate” 
and nine thousand Union sol-
diers poured through to engage 
the enemy. General Adelbert 
Ames, commander of the Un-
ion division that breached the 
Confederate palisades at Fort 
Fisher, recommended Private 
William Cole and all thirteen 
volunteer axe men for the 
Medal of Honor. 

Unfortunately, in the after-
math of the bat-
tle, Ames’ report 
was misplaced 
and his recom-

mendation never made it to 
the War Department. 

At the present time we are 
attempting to find General 
Ames’ recommendation and 
have the Medal of Honor 
awarded to my cousin Wil-
liam Cole, posthumously.—
Howard Fisher 

 

August 8, 1932 

“...Let me tell you that we are very much 
surprised to see that you were not informed 
by our Mother House of the death of our 
dear Sister which occurred last February 
the 17th.  Since 1929 dear Sister’s health 
had been gradually declining when it was 
advisable to send her here for special treat-
ments...May her afflicted soul find sweetest 
rest in peace eternal…”—Peggy Gamble 

Third Place Winner of “My Most Interesting Relative Contest” 
Howard Fisher 

7/26/1925 

“...Have been working in the pharmacy 
with another Sister and have tried to 
learn something about it...Am so happy 
and contented…” 

After Mamie’s stepmother wrote from 
Mexico begging to hear from Mamie, she 
received this from a nursing supervisor: 

Hospital St. Jean De Dieu 

Gamefin, P.Q. 
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ond marriage and issue indicating that he 
thought that he might be the same person 
but, as a good genealogist, he had no pri-
mary sources to rely on.  

In 2006, Megan Smolenyak spoke at the 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society 
of the De Land, FL, public library about 
DNA and it’s ability to verify ancestors.  

Since I had been in communication with 
many of Willis’ modern day descendents, I 
had made a task of my own to try to “re-
join” them with their CT ancestors. What 
better way than to do a Pardee surname 
YDNA project? I was willing to pay for my 
test. I just had to find a living Pardee de-
scendent of Willis’ to participate.  

One was found, however, he was reticent 
to give up his DNA information. After a 
couple of weeks of coaxing (and agreeing 
to pay the $200 myself) he agreed, and I 
sent his name and address to the lab.  

Shortly, my test results came back with 
43 markers and I waited for the other 
guy’s results. Boy, was I surprised when 
only 19 of his markers matched mine ! ! ! 

I called the laboratory and questioned 
them as to how the results could be so 
different when I had a perfect paper trail 
linking us both to our 9th great grandfa-
ther in Uffculme, Devonshire, England, in 
1590? The answer was: we were no closer 
related than 4000 years; or, someone’s 
grandmother wasn’t always true to her 

In Memoriam, Roger  

Simpson 
WW II vet and minister Roger B. 
Simpson had a distinguished career 
grew up here 

Roger Blynn Simpson, 86, of DeLand, 
Fla., and formerly of Jennings County 
died Wednesday, May 5, 2010, at his 
home. 

Born May 8, 1923, in Jennings County, 
he was the son of Clark Francis and 
Elenore Marie Love Simpson. Mr. 
Simpson was an ordained Presbyterian 
minister for 60 years, serving in Japan, 
Oak Park, Ill., Omaha and Iowa City, 
Iowa, and was on the faculty of the 
University of Iowa. He received a 
bachelor of arts degree from Hanover 

College, a masters of divinity degree from 
Pittsburgh Presbyterian Theological Semi-
nary and a master of arts degree from 
Northwestern University. 

He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War 
II. He was active in politics and civic or-
ganizations and enjoyed woodworking. A 
project left uncompleted was a book he was 
writing on the history of Graham Presbyte-
rian Church in Lovett Township, the 
church of his family, from pioneer days to 
the present. 

Survivors include his wife of 64 years, 
Jane; a daughter, Nancy Kinsley of De-
Land; three sons, John Simpson of North 
Attleboro, Mass., Kenneth Simpson of Car-
bondale, Ill., and Mark Simpson of Minnea-
polis; seven grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death 
by his parents. 
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In Memoriam, Jim Pardee 
Jim served as president of Roots and 
Branches for four years, 2005-2009.  In 
keeping with Jim’s request for no obitu-
ary, I am reprinting a story he wrote for 
the newsletter in the fall of 2007.  Editor 

 It Seemed Like A Good Idea at 
the Time 

It seemed like a good idea at the 
time...back in the 1920’s, Donald Lines 
Jacobus, the foremost genealogist of his 
day compiled the Pardee Genealogy with 
the aid of a $100,000.00 grant from the 
Estate of William Scranton  Pardee. In 
those days; with that kind of money; 
there was nothing to hinder him from 
using all of the resources available, scant 
as they were.  

When he came to Joel Pardee, born in 
West Haven, New Haven County, CT, 
about 1811, he found that Joel’s second 
child, Willis H., born in West Haven on 
24 Nov 1796, had married and divorced 
Nancy Sizer and moved away from CT 
and didn’t communicate with his family.  

In the 1850 census, Jacobus found a 
Willis H Pardee in Alachua County, FL, 
who fit the description of the one who 
disappeared from CT, however his de-
scendents didn’t have any idea  that he 
may have been born in CT and Jacobus 
entered a question mark (?) after Joel’s 
name in the compilation of Willis’s sec-

marriage vows.  

If the latter was the case, how many of 
the estimated 6000 Pardee males in the 
world were NOT related to John, the 
woolgatherer and tanner, of 1590? 

I am still waiting for another Pardee 
male to contact me (or the lab) with the 
intention of submitting HIS YDNA. One 

of us is related to the eldest Pardee, or 
the other.  Only science will tell. —Jim 
Pardee 

We will miss you, Jim!!  

August 7, 1930—October 29, 2010 
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In Memoriam, Rivers Atwood Ford 

 
Rivers Atwood Ford, 81 of DeLand, passed away on September 2, 
2010 at Oakwood Garden in DeLand. He was born in Dexter, Mis-
souri on December 14, 1928 and came to DeLand 4 years ago from 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. Mr. Ford was a member of the Ken-
tucky Oil and Gas Association, the Tennessee Oil and Gas Associa-
tion Board of Directors, life member of the Son’s of the American 
Revolution, Southern Kentucky Genealogical Society and the 
Roots and Branches Genealogical Society. He is survived by his 
wife of 54 years, Barbara Ann Ford; his son Robert Ford of De-
Land; daughters Sue Lee and husband John of Lake Helen; Uma 
Reed and husband Shivaya of Greenbrae, CA and Sharon Scott of 
DeLand; brothers Granville Ford of Bothell, WA and Thomas Ford 
of Crossville, IL; 6 grandchildren Jonathan Scott, Sean Walker, 
Andrea DeMeter, Christina Lee, Matthew Packard and Jacob Er-
gil and great-grandchildren Ty DeMeter and Brannan DeMeter. 
He was preceded in death by his brother William Adam Ford and 
sister Amalie Barger.  

In Memoriam, Marjorie Anne Stubbs Heaney 

 
DELAND - Marjorie Anne Stubbs Heaney, 95, passed from Earth to the Kingdom of Heaven on Jan. 11, 2011, 20 days from her 
96th birthday. She will be remembered at a memorial service at 1 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 21, at First Presbyterian Church of DeLand, 724 
N. Woodland Blvd. She will be interred in June in the family lot in 
Groveland, Mass.  Mrs. Heaney was born Jan.31, 1915, in Bradford, 
Mass., the youngest child of Walter and Iva Lyle Randall Stubbs. 
She was the widow of the late Rev. Richard S. Heaney, who was the 
interim pastor of the old Stetson Baptist Church. Marjorie, who 
studied at the New England Conservatory of Music, started singing 
publicly when she was 12 years old. She sang in several musicals in 
her hometown of Haverhill, Mass., and in concerts. She memorized 
all her songs, singing without scores. She was a church soloist for 
several years. She and her husband attended Stetson University in 
the early 1950s, and Marjorie studied voice with professor Kenneth 
Ballenger. She had the lead role in the operetta The Old Maid and 
the Thief, which was presented on television in Jacksonville. After 
the death of her husband in 1960, she became a member of the Col. 
Arthur Erwin Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution, and 
joined many hereditary organizations. Among them were The Day-
tona Beach Colony of the National Society of New England Women, 
The Maj. Simon Willard Chapter of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Colonists, and the Ernst D'Erlach Chap-
ter of the National Huguenot Society of Florida. She was also a 
member of the National Society Magna Charta Dames, the Francis 
Cooke Colony of the Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants, the 
Society of the Friends of St. George, and Descendants of the Knights 
of the Garter, Windsor Castle, England. She held offices in many 
hereditary organizations, and was a life member of Roots & 
Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County.  
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In Memoriam, Dorothy Clay Townsend “Dottie” Grantham 

"Dottie" Clay Townsend Grantham went to heaven on November 10, 2010, a beloved teacher at DeLand Junior High 
School before retiring in 1980. She was 93. She was preceded in death by her husband Fred Grantham, a local businessman, 

civic leader, city commissioner and owner of Exhibit Builders Inc. Mrs. Gran-
tham was born in Jeffersonville, Kentucky in 1917 and moved to Eustis, Flor-
ida at a very young age. In 1946 she and her husband Fred moved to DeLand. 
Dottie is survived by daughter, Lynn Grantham Tribble of DeLand; son, Mark 
Alan Grantham of DeLand; three grandsons, Ben Tribble, Adam Tribble and 
Grant Tribble; three granddaughters Victoria Grantham, Alexandra Gran-
tham and Sarah Johnston; great-grand-children, Kaitlyn and Nathan Tribble 
and Lauren, Emma Rae and Allyn Johnston. Dorothy graduated from Florida 
State University in 1935 and was affiliated with many local organizations, 
frequently as a charter member. She served with the American Association of 
University Women, West Volusia Hospital Auxiliary, the Guild of the DeLand 
Museum, Bible Study Fellowship (BSF), P.E.O. Sisterhood, Trinity United 
Methodist Church and Friendship Sunday School class, Junior Service 
League, Camellia Garden Circle, DeLand Library, Retired Educators of Volu-
sia, Root and Branches Genealogy group and others. She joyfully volunteered 
thousands of hours in loving service of others. She enjoyed playing bridge. 
Most of all she loved and supported her family and many, many dear friends. 
Mrs. Grantham will be remembered for her energetic enthusiasm. She was a 
warm, funny, loving and devoted mother, friend and beloved teacher.   
 

In Memoriam, Alfred E. Caccamise 
Alfred E. Caccamise, 91, of DeLand, passed away December 18, 2010 at Halifax Health Hospice of Volusia/Flagler in Orange City. 
He was born June 9, 1919, in LeRoy, New York, and joined St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church in 
LeRoy as a child. He was a graduate of West High School in Rochester, New York, Central California 
Commercial College in Fresno, California where he majored in accounting, and Officer's Candidate 
School at Camp Davis, Wilmington, North Carolina. 

During World War II, he served five years in the Army of the United States from 1941- 1946. At 
Fort Randolph in the Panama Canal Zone, he was chief meteorologist in the weather section of the 
Barrage Balloon Battalion. Later he served as an executive officer at Camp Livingston, Louisiana, 
Fort Bliss, Texas, and Fort Ord, California. For the twelve years following from 1946- 1958, as a 
Reserve Commissioned Officer, he was an instructor during reserve training in Rochester. 

In Chili, New York, he built his own lumber and building supply company which he operated for 
nine years before moving to Florida where he became a real estate broker and started Alliance Re-
alty which he owned and operated for twenty -five years. He was twice the recipient of the John 
McCready Award given by Community Outreach for service to their organization and the commu-
nity. He received the Continuous Service Award from the DeLand and West Volusia Board of Real-
tors for his work on their board of directors where he served as Grievance Committee Chairman and 
as Building Chairman. He was an active member of the DeLand Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the Committee of 100 and belonged to the West Volusia, Florida and National Board of Realtors. He 
held membership in the Friends of the DeLand Public Library, West Volusia Historical Society and 
the Florida Museum of Art. 

He was a charter member of the Lions Club in Chili, New York, and in DeLand he was a member of Kiwanis for eight years where 
he served as their Sav-a-Life Chairman and as Membership Chairman. He was president of the Alhambra Home Owners Associa-
tion for two years and was listed in Who's Who in Business and Finance, Who's Who in the South and Southwest, Community 
Leaders of America and Who's Who in America. 

He enjoyed golf, gardening, restoration of furniture, music, traveling and reading. Preceded in death by his three brothers and a 
sister, he is survived by his wife, Louise, two sisters, Doris Kohlman of Churchville, New York, and Rose Marie Murphy of Chico, 
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dren’s activities and my volunteer work. They wrote of weather, flower gardens and family history. It was a wonderful connection 
to my Grandmother Cora’s earlier life. 

 Somehow, Cora managed to have in her collection of treasures a letter from her mother, Martha, describing in great detail the 
wedding of her next older brother, Howard. The dress, flowers, gifts and cakes were all recalled – chocolate layered with coconut 
for the groom’s cake, and made after Grace’s “receipt.” 

 Cora also saved two letters Andrew wrote: the first just three weeks after Martha died in 1905. Such an out-pouring of grief. 
“It is so lonely without her… To me there is not anything worth living for anymore…(three pages later) There is one comforting 
thought that we may all meet her and other loved ones that have gone before.”  The second was written two months before he 
died in 1906. It describes his routine of visiting his son-in-law at the railway station where he worked, and having lunch with his 
nearby daughters. He closes with “Now be good children until you hear from me again. Good bye for now. Lots of love and best 
wishes. Father.” 

 Having the paper letters in hand is a  privilege and a responsibility for me. Somehow, I don’t think the letters of today – sent 
as e-mails and copied to everyone in your address book – will be saved and treasured as the Hatch Family Circle Letter is treas-
ured—Harriett Bolin 

Founded in 1986, the Roots & Branches Society of West Volusia County, 
serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson 

and Seville.  

The purpose of this Society is to stimulate and promote interest in genea-
logical and historical research and provide instruction in the use of effi-
cient mechanics and adherence to scientific principles of accuracy and 

thoroughness in research.   

 We meet the third Sunday of each month, September through June, in the 
Auditorium of the DeLand Public Library for a Program at 2:00 PM.  A 45 
minute beginners’ lesson is offered at 1:00 PM prior to the meeting in the 

Conference Room behind the Audio/Visual desk.  Guests are welcome.  

130 E. Howry Avenue, DeLand, 
Florida 32724 

 
We’re also on the Web @ 
 
http://www.flgenhistonline.com/counties/flagvol/volusia/
volusia.html 
 

We’re on the  Web! 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~
flrbgs/index.htm 


