
pretender to the English 
throne, and fled to Virginia, 
where he settled.1,2 

Please See Cover Story, Page 
14, The Allen’s  

James Frederick “Fred” in Civil War Uniform, 1847-1929 

Photo circa 1864, Courtesy of Koger Collection, Dupont-Hall 
Library, Stetson University 

   The Allen family is very 
prominent and well known 
in DeLand, most are aware 
of the Allen Drug store 
which once stood at Minne-
sota and the Boulevard and 
the furniture store where 
coffins were made and an 
undertaking business 
started and all sports fans 
know of the amazing ath-
letic accomplishments of 
Horace Tanner “Pug” Allen.  
Few know that the family  
very nearly perished before 
getting a start here. 
   James A. Allen, the patri-
arch of the Allen family was 
born in 1821 in Nova Scotia, 
Canada.  His parents, an 
Irishman in the English 
army stationed in Nova Sco-
tia and an English lady,  
both died while he was very 
young.  At the age of 12 he 
was forced to make his own 
way in the world.  In 1833 
he drifted to Maine where 
he grew up working in the 
mills, the woods and at 
farming and fishing. He was 
strong and industrious and 
very hard working and so 
gained a foothold in Amer-
ica.  In 1842, in Baring, 
Maine,  he married Emily 
Gertrude Pond who, accord-
ing to her biography, de-
scended from the Clan Buc-
cleuch.  Her mother was 
Cynthia Scott, daughter of 
the eldest brother of General 
Winfield Scott whose grand-

father, James Scott, a 
Scotchman of Clan Buc-
cleuch, escaped after the 
disastrous battle of Cullo-
den, where he fought for the 

An Early DeLand Family: The Allen's—Jerry Hale   
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Society News 2 

Society Reports 3 

Pat Ritter Obituary 5 

DeLand County Record 
1 Jan., 1889 

6 

Searching For the Halls 11 

Hochstetier Massacre 12 

  

Inside this issue: 

Winter 2010 

130 E. Howry Avenue, DeLand, Florida 32724 

January, February, March  2010 

Roots & Branches Genealogy Society  
West Volusia County 



 Society News 

December 20, 2009 Meeting   

   Our newly elected officers will be in-
stalled at our December meeting, followed 
by a festive holiday social.  Members are 
asked to bring a favorite finger food to 
share.  Don’t miss this special meeting.  

Society Dues 

   Membership Fees are due and payable.  
Membership runs from January 1 through 
December 31.  The cost is $15.00 for an 
Individual or Family. Dues can be mailed 
to the above address at the DeLand Li-
brary.  

Microfilm Now Considered Obsolete? 

   It’s been in the news lately that digital 
formats are replacing  microfilm and com-
panies are digitizing the old microfilm 
with good results.  As I strained to read 
the yellowed January 1889 “County Re-

cord” on the library microfilm viewer, 
feeding  the bohemoth dimes to make a 
print—I was thinking how wonderful it 
would be if the microfilm in the Geneal-
ogy Room was digitized and searchable.  
There are companies that convert the 
old microfilm.  It might be a worthwhile 
project for Roots & Branches to con-
sider.  

Genealogy Room Training is Avail-
able for Members   

  Our Genealogy Room is busier than 
you may think!   We had over 800 people 
register in our visitor book from July 
2008 through September  2009—and not 
all visitors registered.  Those 800 people 
are potential members, even when they 
are from out of state.  We can capture 
them with kindness. 

   Think about your own experience at 
an unfamiliar library.  Were the people 
warm and helpful or did you have to 
fend for yourself?  It is up to us to assist 
those that come to research, and they 
might just join our Society 

   Last June (2009), I visited the Old 
Edgefield District Genealogical Society 

in South Carolina.  I was overwhelmed 
by the attention I received.  Edgefield is 
a very small town, and I wasn’t too sur-
prised  to learn that the OEDGS is the 
largest society in the state with 650 
members.  Breaking down the member-
ship—only 56 are local, 231 are from 
South Carolina and the balance are from 
all over the United States and Canada—
and growing.  The OEDGS newsletter, 
“Quill,” reports ten to fifteen new mem-
bers and ten to fifteen donations ranging 
from $10 to $100 every two months.  The 
society was founded one year before 
Roots & Bbranches in 1985. 

   Please contact Rosemary Sutton and 
tell her you’re interested in volunteering 
in the Genealogy Room.  She will ar-
range training and see to it that you get 
an official library badge.    

Let’s build our membership!  

Linda Williamson, Editor 

    

Happy New Year!!! 

Roots & Branches Genealogical Society 
Deland Public Library 

130 East Howry Avenue  
DeLand, Florida 32724 

_____________ 
  Genealogy Room: 

(386) 822-6430  x117. 
Website:  

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbbgs/index.htm    
Library Website:  

http://volusialibrary.org/
branchinfo.htm1#DLN 

R & B e-mail: 
Roots.branches.volusia@gmail.com 

Do you have any suggestions or comments 
about this issue of the newsletter?  Do you 
have any ideas for future articles?  Do you 
wish to share your thoughts about any topics 

concerning history and/or genealogy?  Would 
you like to post a query in the newsletter 
and network with fellow researchers?  Send 
correspondence to the above address. 

The newsletter is published quarterly: Janu-
ary, April, July, and October. 

Editorial Policy: Submissions by members 
are encouraged and will be used as space 
permits.  Editor reserves the right to edit 
articles, files or queries prior to publication. 

Neither the Roots & Branches Genealogical 
Society nor the Editor assumes any respon-
sibility for errors on the part of the contribu-
tor. 

Material contained in this publication may 
be quoted if credit is given for the source. 

Editor’s  e-mail: swilliamson1@cfl.rr.com 

 

2010-2011 Officers  

President: Rosemary Sutton  

1st Vice President & Program Chairman: 
Howard Fisher 

2nd Vice President & Membership Chairman: 
Mary Lois Kelley 

Recording Secretary:  Carmela Bergen 

Treasurer: Harriet Bolin 

Corresponding Secretary: Jerry Hale  

Publicity Chairman: Carol Izzo 

Newsletter Distribution: Mary Lois Kelley 

Newsletter Editor: Linda Williamson 

Webmaster: Jerry Hale 

Vertical File:  Kay Jenkins  
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Balance as of September Meeting (09/18/09)    $3998.01 

Receipts: 

Dues received from D. Walters; R. Mitchell; H. Fisher; (for 2010)  

J. Nutall; N. Kittrell; D. Phillips; C. Mitchell; J. Tyler; M. Kelley; 

C. Cho            150.00  

Proceeds from Sept. 50/50            12.00 

    Sub-total $162.00 

Expenses Paid: 

Speaker fee—October            30.00 

Treasurer’s Report—Judy Warensford 

December 7, 2009 

 

Dear Members, 

   First there were scraps of paper, then notebooks, file folders by family and then individuals; family group sheets, individual 
sheets and index cards. 

   Then along came computers and several genealogical programs.  Get the idea?  There is no one way to do genealogy. 

   However, to determine your way, you should expose yourself to several ways.  Don't let the internet be your supreme teacher.  
Take classes, read books, participate in organizations and find your own research method. 

   The Genealogical Room is our responsibility and has many of the best resources in the county.  We could offer classes in the 
Genealogical Room as well as "the how to" classes prior to General Meetings.  Please fill out the short form at the sign-in table.  
This is your society, don't let yourself down! 

         Happy Holidays. 

    Rosemary Sutton 
         President-elect 
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The President’s Agenda—Rosemary Sutton 

Sunday, January 17, 2010, 2:00 PM: Carolyn Carlyle, “Using DNA in your Research.”  (As we go to press, Howard had not re-
ceived a confirmation from Carolyn.) 

Sunday, February 21, 2010, 2:00 PM: The presentation for February will local historian Bill Dreggors on the “West Volusia His-
torical Society and the DeLand House Museum”. 

Sunday, March 21, 2010, 2:00 PM  TBA    

Calendar—Howard Fisher 



our new board and election results were 
unanimous. They will be installed at the 
December 20th meeting.  

   Visitors for the afternoon were: Re-
becca McClemons, Charles Kraft, Betsy 
Jackson, Betty Fleming, who can trace 
her family back to Jamestown, and 
Cathy Gaskill, a direct descendant of 
Betsy Ross. 

   Carol made a few announcements: The 
December meeting will be our Christ-
mas Social with refreshments. 

   Future speaker in January 2010 will 
be Caroline Carlisle who will speak on 
DNA in Your Research. 

    There has been a major find for those 
doing research in Florida. Records dat-
ing from 1594 through 1763 have been 
found.  They have been returned to the 
St. Augustine Cathedral in St. 
Augustine, Florida for archiving. 

  Carol then introduced our speaker for 
the afternoon, Rev. Dr. Dale Steward 
who spoke on the Amish dress, beliefs, 
values and structure of this religious 
denomination. Dressed in the Amish 
style, he related how some of his ances-
tors perished and some survived the 
Hochstetler Massacre of September 
1757 and finally the amazing reunion 
years later of two of the survivors of this 
massacre. His presentation was aided by 
John Price who provided a power point 
presentation while the Rev. spoke.  

  After the 50/50 drawing the meeting 
adjourned at 3:20 pm.  

Carmela Bergen , Recording Secretary 
Elect in the absence of Harriet Bolin, 
Recording Secretary  

and photos of documents.   He had two 
bits of advice: “identify the people in the 
pictures”, and, this from a  lady at the 
Ancestry.com site in Utah “publish; the 
day you do, you’ll get more information.”  
He met lots of cousins in his research; 
not all family members were equally 
enthusiastic about the publishing of 
their family’s story.  There  followed a 
question and answer time. 

After the 50/50 drawing, the meeting 
adjourned at 3:10pm. 

Harriet Bolin, Recording Secretary 

General Meeting —22 November 
2009 

   President Jim Pardee called the meet-
ing to order at 2:05 pm.  Carmela Ber-
gen filled in for Harriet Bolin as Re-
cording Secretary and the minutes of 
the October meeting were read and ap-
proved. 

   Treasurer Judy Warrensford reported 
a balance of $4,130,01.  The report was 
filed for audit.  

   Corresponding Secretary Jerry Hale 
reported he sent one get well card to 
Nancy (Bill) Morgan and a condolence 
card to the family of Pat Ritter.  

   First Vice President Carol Izzo made 
the following announcements:   The line 
up for the new officers will be:  Presi-
dent:  Rosemary Sutton; 1st VP:  How-
ard Fisher; 2nd VP:  Mary Lois Kelly; 
Recording Secretary: Carmela Bergen; 
Corresponding Secretary: Jerry Hale; 
Treasurer: Harriet Bolin.  Newsletter 
will continue to be published by Linda 
Williamson with the help of Jerry Hale. 

   Jim Pardee called for a vote to elect 

   General Meeting—18 October 
2009   President Jim Pardee called the 
meeting to order at 2:05pm.  Minutes of 
the September meeting were read and 
approved.  No treasurer’s report due to 
Judy’s absence.  No correspondence. 

   Carol Izzo, 1st VP, reported the fol-
lowing results from the nominating 
committee:   President – Rosemary 
Sutton ; 1st VP – Howard Fisher; 2nd 
VP – Mary Lois Kelley; Recording Sec-
retary – Carmela Bergen; Correspond-
ing Secretary– LaVerne Hardin; Treas-
urer – Harriet Bolin; Newsletter- Linda 
Williamson with help from Jerry Hale. 

   Future programs will be:  

  November— the Rev. Dr. Dale Stew-
art on the massacre or abduction of his 
PA ancestors by Indians in Sept. 1757. 

   December—Holiday Social – everyone 
encouraged to bring a small tray of 
finger foods or sweets. 

   January—Carolyn Carlisle returns, 
this time the topic is DNA in your re-
search. 

   Mary Lois  Kelley reported 70 mem-
berships representing 83 individuals. 

   Carol Izzo introduced John Cleveland 
(J.C.) Johnston who related the paths 
he took to research, write and publish 
his family’s story from 1794 to 2008. 
He is of Scotch & German ancestry. 
Born in January, 1938, his father died 
in December, 1938 in a mine accident, 
so his research began with notes his 
cousin had kept.  Each surname had its 
own section in a notebook. He relied on 
forms and  format from the Ances-
try.com program “Family Tree Maker.” 
His book included many photographs 

Abbreviated Society Minutes—Carmela Bergen, Recording 
Secretary  
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finished eating he went out and spoke 
to the Indian in the Delaware tongue. 
The Indian was surprised but re-
sponded “Ich bin Christian 
Hochstetler” the only bit of his native 
language he remembered. It was 
Jacob's son, having escaped his captors 
and returned to Berks County, PA. 

   More about that infamous massacre 
can be learned at “The Historical Society 
of Berks County, PA” 

web site at 
<http://www.berkshistory.org/articles/hoc
h.html > —Jerry Hale 

 

From  page 13, Hochstetier 

 

to eat. The Indian refused and was 
given a plate which he took outdoors 
and sat on a stump. After Jacob was 



It is with great sadness that  we an-
nounce the passing of long-time Roots 
and Branches member, Patricia W. 
Ritter, who passed away on November 
12, 2009.  

November 14 to 15, 2009—An actress, 
teacher, traveler, genealogist, and bea-
con of love for all that knew her, she was 
born on February 18, 1930 in Roanoke, 
Virginia, the daughter of Edward R. 
Wise and Martha Haley. 

She graduated from Mary Washington 
College and received her Masters of Arts 
degree from The Ohio State University.  

Her career was varied and rich, and her 
family most loved Pat as ‘‘Janey Jin-
gles’’, a children’s television show she 
created, produced and starred in. Pat 
performed locally with the Shoestring 

Theater in De Land, most recently as 
Ethel in ‘‘On Golden Pond’’.  

She was an active member of Roots & 
Branches, Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Red Hat Society and 
belonged to St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church.  

She is survived by her children, Jeffrey 
and Christopher; grand children, Jordan 
Michelle Tucker, Chelsea Marie Ritter-
Soronen and Joseph C. E. Ritter; her be 
loved extended family, Rita Soronen, 
Jessica Ritter and Jane Kuhar; her 
cousin, Jane Speegle; nieces, Mary Kate, 
Carol, Pamela; nephew, Michael; and 
her many dear friends.  

A memorial celebration service was  
held on Sunday, November 15, 2009  at 
St. Barnabas. —Excerpted from the Day-
tona Beach News-Journal November 14 

  Accardi, a second-generation pharma-
cist, opened the first drugstore in South-
west Volusia and later two more stores, 
one in Orange City, the other in Deltona. 

   Together with the late U.S. Sen. 
Everett Dirksen, who maintained a resi-
dence in DeBary, Accardi founded the 
First National Bank of DeBary, not 
NCNB.  Accardi founded the First Na-
tional Bank of DeBary, now NCNB. Ac-
cardi also founded DeBary Manor Nurs-
ing Home. 

28 May 1987 

Myron Vincent Accardi 

DEBARY – Myron Vincent Accardi, 59, 
32 Cunningham Road, DeBary died 
Thursday at Central Florida Regional 
Hospital in Sanford. 

   A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he moved 
to DeBary in 1957 from Queens, N.Y., 
and in 1986 was named Citizen of the 
Year by the DeBary Chamber of Com-
merce. 

  Accardi began his studies at Syracuse 
University in New York, but left to 
serve in the U.S. Army in World War 
II. After the war, he entered St. John's 
University in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he 
graduated with a bachelor of science 
degree in pharmacy in 1953. 

   He was a former member of VFW 
Post 8093, the Kiwanis, Lions and Ser-
toma clubs of DeBary, and was a past 
president of the Sons of Italy.—Jerry 
Hale 

From the Daytona Beach News-Journal  

If he had let politics alone, he would 
have been better off today.  Mr. Ditson 
paid for Gad’s or his wife’s Glenco prop-
erty, $11,000 cash, and moved on it this 
week.  There is an orange grove on it 
with quite a sprinkling of fruit for this 
season.—Linda Williamson 
 

politics, and otherwise, of Volusia 
county for many years, and if any man 
living has ever had his ups and downs it 
is he.  And in some respects he has been 
a most remarkable man, as well as for-
tunate, and no man in the state of Flor-
ida is more widely known within its bor-
ders.  Gad has spent a fortune in trying 
to get some office, but never succeeded.  

October, 1901 
Gad Has Left Us 

 DeLand— Gad Bryan has sold out 
his property at Glencoe to Mr. John P. 
Ditson, of Osteen, and he and his fam-
ily left this week for Tamoa, where 
they are to reside in the future.  Gad 
has been a conspicuous figure in the 

From the Volusia County Record  

In Memoriam—Patricia W. Ritter  
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Pat Ritter 

2/28/1930 -  11/12/2009  

to November 15, 2009.  
 



The following is transcribed from 25 
year old microfilm of 121 year old news-
print.  Tears in the newsprint made some 
words unreadable.  I’ve retyped all that I 
could read just as it was, errors and all.  
Notice how cleverly ads are slipped in 
between the news, political satire, social 
updates and humorous tidbits. Editor 

Christmas In DeLand. 

Christmas Day was a glorious one in 
DeLand, a bright balmy one, and all the 
more appreciated as a number of days 
preceding it was of sullen mein.  The 
citizens cheerfully met each other with 
the day’s greetings, while the full grown 
pica ninny (sic) was as usual loud in the 
cry of “Christmas, Sir, merry Christ-
mas.” furtively casting the whites of two 
great eyes at pockets where the hands 
could jingle nothing but keys, Christmas 
presents …(unreadable) made them to 
collapse.  The days passed off pleas-
antly, most of the places of the city be-
ing closed, making it a holiday for all. 

   The chief interest for the children was 
the Christmas trees Santa had pre-
pared.  Christmas even the Presbyteri-
ans had theirs at the church,  besides 
the good ship “Christmas” had come to 
anchor in the harbor there.  The church 
was beautifully decorated and the tree 
and vessel loaded with presents.  There 
were recitations and singing, and all 
who took part acquitted themselves in a 
most creditable manner.  

  Christmas night the Baptist people 
gave their entertainment.  The church 
was full to overflowing, and handsomely 
decorated.  A beautiful magnolia tree 
was loaded roots and branch with 
Christmas presents.  The entertainment 
by members of the church and Sunday 
School was of high order. 

  The following night the Methodists 
outdid themselves at their church.  The 
decorations were handsome and in this 
case a genuine Santa Claus assisted in 
distributing the presents.  Some say he 
acted like Fred Hitchings, but many of 
the Sunday School believe him to be 

what he was represented.  The music 
and recitations were of the highest or-
der, and to note anyone without men-
tioning all would be an injustice.  How-
ever, cannot refrain from stating that 
the singing of tiny Lillie Swift, 
“Sweetest Story Ever Heard,” the reci-
tations, “The Night Before Christmas” 
by Little Sadie Skinner; “The Night 
After Christmas,” by Mamie Swift; 
and “Baby Creed,” by Gertie Randall, 
were exceptionally fine.  Sadie Skin-
ner has natural ability, or has had ex-
cellent elocutionary training.  She 
would make a star actress.  Altogether 
Christmas festivities in DeLand were of 
a happy order, and though there may 
have been some bereaved ones in a com-
munity of so many joyful people, we 
wish all A Happy New Year.                    

Christmas Birthdays. 

George Austin was made happy on 
the 26th day Dec. by becoming a man.  
All heartily congratulated him.  On the 
following day Mr. A. M. Brooks 
reached his 65th birthday, and he says 
that if he continues to live in this genial 
clime he might possibly live to be as old 
as Methuselah. 

   A pleasant surprise was given Judge 
Clifton on Friday evening at the G…
(unreadable) House.  It was his 72nd 
birthday, and Mrs. B…(unreadable),  
proprietor of the house, invited a few of 
his friends to take supper with him.  
After hearty congratulations, in which 
the Judge was wished many happy re-
turns of the day, and all sat down to a 
sumptuously provided table.  A most 
enjoyable evening was spent.  

Mr. Tom Wells and Mr. Minor cele-
brated their births on Saturday.   

_________________ 

Around the City 

—A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

—Hon. J.B. Stetson will arrive in this 
city tomorrow by special car from Phila-
delphia 

—Recently, F.A. Hall, in thirty shots on 
the wing, tagged 20 birds, shooting at 
one bird per shot. 

—Rev. R.T. Gray and his wife returned 
on Wednesday. The latter is a daughter 
of County Clerk Jordan. 

—Mr. S. W. Walts and wife of New Al-
bany, Ind., arrived on Friday evening 
and were spectators at the masquerade 
ball. 

—Olaf Olsen will take contracts to 
clear and grub land and will guarantee 
good work.  Address him at this place. 

—S. J. Reynolds is picking and pack-
ing the fruit of Mr. Ludwig on New 
York Avenue.  The fruit is exceptionally 
fine. 

—S. J. Milburn sent a huge load of 
cabinet furniture of his own handiwork 
to New Smyrna on Friday.  He turns out 
excellent goods. 

—Geo. Woodward of West DeLand, 
has for sale a Phaeton that is almost 
new.  Anyone desiring such a vehicle 
can secure a bargain. 

—During the past week portions of the 
crosswalk at New York avenue and the 
sidewalk on Indiana avenue, were re-
paired.  It was much needed. 

—The Misses Underhill, of Barbour-
ville, were on Christmas visiting their 
sisters, who are students at the Univer-
sity,  and who are boarding at the home 
of Mrs. S.B. Wilson. 

—Geo. Crawford, of DeLeon Springs 
has a mule to sell.  It is eight years old, 
sound and kind and an excellent trav-
eler.  Any one wanting such an animal 
should address him at DeLeon Springs. 

—A few days ago Mr. S.A. Bates pre-
sented us with some of the finest Man-
darine oranges it has been our lot to see.  
He also exhibited to us a number of 
sweet scented double roses of his own 
cultivation. 

—Between 250 and 300 head of good 
stock cattle are offered to sale cheap.  

From the Pages of the DELAND COUNTY RECORD, January 1, 
1889—Compiled by Linda Williamson  
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Cattle are in a good range, and must be 
sold in the 20 days.  Should you want to 
invest in such a property it will be to 
your interest to call at this office. 

—On Friday L.H. Eldridge started a 
negro boy for Emporia with a horse he 
expected to fatten up.  Just above the 
College buildings the horse fell down 
and was unable to rise.  The negro boy 
pinned a placard upon the saddle read-
ing “Don’t disturb this horse till I re-
turn”, and then came back to town for 
further orders. 

—Dan Gillen has returned to DeLand.  
He is as handsome as ever and undoubt-
edly can put a baseball over the plate 
with the same lightning speed as of old.  
Anyway with him for a pitcher DeLand 
can down them all.  Dan pitched that 
twelve inning game at Sanford on the 
4th of July 1887. 

—Jeff Kurtz and Tom Wells are al-
most inseparable.  Christmas morning 
Jeff came down to see Tom at the peep 
of day, and it took both a full hour to tell 
of that which had happened since mid-
night.  Not far away from Tom Wells 
room, the great and only Kelley (not of 
baseball fame) held forth at early dawn, 
in fine Kentucky style.  He sang of the 
pretty brown eyed Kentucky girls, and 
an inimitable representation of the song 
of the mockingbird, many late sleepers 
turned over for another nap, thinking 
the “we’sum” hours had just arrived.  
Barger sat on the fence, but “kept his 
end up” while  Lowton was away on his 
wedding trip.  That fourth story of the 
Carrollton witnesses more caper in the 
night shirts than is cited in the mes-
sages of Don Quixote.    

__________________ 

The Bloody Shirt Statement of Colo-
nel F. S. Goodrich 

Hon. F. S. Goodrich, of Florida, when 
questioned about Southern outrages, 
said: 

“You talk about the South being loyal 
now and about the Southern people ac-

cepting the results of the 
war ...unreadable….  The socially os-
tracized man that goes South to settle 
is ostracized if he is a Republican.  I 
have seen ballot boxes broken open 
and their contents destroyed; registra-
tion books burned; the American flag 
torn in strips and used as cord to the 
tie around ballot-boxes and drag them 
into the weeds to be burned.  And 
these acts and outrages have been 
committed by those who were in the 
Confederate army. 

  In the case of municipal or State 
elections, the hardest wretch who was 
in the … unreadable...army is given 
preference over the most competent 
man to be found who fought to pre-
serve the Union. 

   We suppose this is what the North-
ern Democrats call the serenity and 
progressiveness of the solid South.   

   It is truly an inspiring picture!”—
Cleveland, (Ohio) Leader and Herald, 
6th inst. 

   It does not seem possible that a man 
of Col. Goodrich’s  pretentions would 
use such language.  As certainly he, a 
most bitter and aggressive Republi-
can, is not ostracized socially, and has 
been elected Mayor of this city a num-
ber of times.  But not being elected to 
Congress causes him to use language 
the truth of which would be impossi-
ble for him to substantiate.  These 
bloody shirt fiends are as mean as the 
d——l wants them to be, and when 
they bawl it out that the South wants 
more war or that there is anymore 
fraud or corruption with its ballot 
than at the North, they tell a down-
right lie.  However, Fred S. Good-
rich  feels so sore over his defeat for 
Congress that he is liable to say much 
that is untruthful through sheer bit-
terness. 

About the Mammoth Furniture 
and Bedding House of W. W. 

Cleveland. 

   We call attention this week to the double-
column advertisement of W. W. Cleveland, 
Jacksonville’s wide awake furniture man.  

Like all successful business men Mr. Cleve-
land realizes the value of printer’s ink and 
his liberal advertising has given him a busi-
ness second to none in the state.  Anyone in 
need of furniture or bedding would do well 
to visit his mammoth establishment.  His 
elegantly illustrated  catalogue will be sent 
to any address in the United States, ena-
bling those a distant points to buy goods 
low and thus save traveling expenses.  Mr. 
Cleveland is closing out his real estate and 
offers to the public numerous bargains in 
orange grove property.  Read his advertise-
ment carefully and rest assured of the 
truthfulness of his states. 

________________ 

   A monkey, with the usual accompaniment 
of Italian and hand-organ, visited our town 
this week.  We wanted to engage the combi-
nation for the afternoon to go down and 
play to the editor of The Record , who has a 
fondness for Italian street musicians, but 
we couldn’t strike a bargain with the hand-
organ man. News. 

Why, Wylie? Did the combination want a 
dollar or so above legitimate expenses?     

From the Pages of the DELAND COUNTY RECORD, January 1, 
1889  
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Henry DeLand was a baking powder 
magnet.   



—The misses Jennie and Marie Sauls 
of Saulsville, who have been visiting the 
Misses Webb on New York avenue (sic) 
for the past week, returned to their home 
Sunday. 

—The Rutger College Glee Club will be in 
the city on Thursday, the 4th . The enter-
tainment will be given in the Armory.  
Reserved seat tickets are on sale at W. 
Allen & Co’s. 

—George Austin and his barber quar-
reled on the 21st birthday of the former.  
George wanted to start a mustache and 
the affable tonsorial artist said, Mr. Aus-
tin, the land is too sterile.” 

—The Kirk Post, No. 13, G>A>R> will 
have its installation of new officers next 
Monday evening.  The following are the 
officers elect: Com., F.S. Goodrich; 
S.V.C., C.A. Wood; J.V.C., J. D. Gould; 
Chap., H.D. Howard; Surg., G.W. Lan-
caster; O.D., H.C. McNeil; O.G., R.C. 
Hall. 

—A Happy New Year!—To carry the 
above out, buy a pair of nice slippers to fit 
your wife's foot, of Sawyer.  The “Shoe 
Man” of course.  How not to carry the 
above out?  Buy a poor pair of slippers to 
fit the “Red Jacket” of some other “Shoe 
House.” 

MORAL  

Buy your footwear of Sawyer the Veteran 
Shoe Man.”       

 —M.W. Sargent, a well known business 
man if this city, has purchased the entire 
interest in the abstract books of Faulkner 
& Weir.  We wish the new firm success.  
Mr. Coke Weir will probably open up a 
law office in this city.  Stuart L. Weir 
left Saturday for Anniston, Ala., where 
he will practice his profession.  He is an 
excellent lawyer.  “Coke” accompanied 
him as far as Jacksonville. 

—As a Christmas present L.C. 
Beardsley received a half dozen solid 
silver spoons from his friends at the 
North.  The present not only represents 
the money value, but is of intrinsic worth 
on account of having been handed down 

in the family through generation of 
over a hundred years. The spoons are 
old, old ….shape and are well pre-
served other than wear of time.       

—Spend your money at home. The 
enormous and well selected stocks to be 
found in the mercantile houses of De-
Land, are adequate to almost all de-
mands, and should the article pur-
chased prove not as guaranteed, re-
dress is easily obtained.  It is a mis-
taken idea with many people that bet-
ter goods can be purchased and for less 
money abroad than of our home mer-
chants; besides, business houses of 
other cities do not pay taxes in De-
Land, but the home merchant does.  
Patronize home industries.   

                     _______________ 

—Friday, so proclaims Gov. Fleming, 
the 14th day of February, has been set 
aside  as Arbor Day.  It so happens that 
the 14th day of February is on Thurs-
day, and the printers who had any-
thing to do with the proclamation will 
probably have their hair pulled out.  
Friday, the 15 day of February, we be-
lieve the Governor intended to desig-
nate as Arbor Day.  However, St. Val-
entine’s being  the day preceding what 
would be a nicer valentine from the 
young man to his best girl than to 
plant a tree or so before the cottage the 
twain are so soon to occupy?  Certainly, 
in future years the matron and the 
man can look up upon the handiwork 
and recall the happy days of courtship, 
the greater cares of married life, but 
the fuller foys (sic) of lives well spent, 
and to the children of the third and 
forth generations such valentines 
would be monuments oft times recall-
ing with the memory of beloved ances-
tors. 

Our Compliments to Colonel Fred 
S. Goodrich of DeLand   

In the last issue of the Record we pub-
lished a clipping from the Leader and 
Herald,  a Republican newspaper at 
Cleveland, Ohio, which was nothing 
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   Another Volusia County journalist, 
John Devlyn, is in this city, at the 
St. Johns House, where, in the last 
stages of consumption, almost without 
money and with no friends, except 
those whose sympathy for his sad con-
dition has presented for him, he lies 
waiting for death to end his sufferings 
which isn’t very far away.  Poor Dev-
lyn  This is a sad fate; and it is sadder 
yet to think that fully 25 percent of all 
printers go the same way—(J.H. Ben-
jamin, Jacksonville correspondence, 
Deland News. 

  The very day this article appeared in 
the news—the 19th inst—we met 
John Devlyn on the streets of this city.  
He never to us seemed more cheery or 
appeared better, as agent for advertis-
ing and publishing house.  We know 
that people’s obituaries are oft-times 
written before their deaths, and some 
persons go still further and have 
themselves fitted to their coffins, but 
we can’t countenance the anxiety of 
some people to bury alive a man with 
the grit of John F. Devlyn.     

 _________________   

The Assumption of Virtue 
   “This is a thing that ought not to be 
permitted” as the fox said when he 
found the hen house empty. 
   The assumption of virtue is common 
to mankind, but none assume it so 
loudly as those who have the least 
right to it.  By such people any short-
coming on the part of others is made a 
subject of complaint.—The Quiver. 
Forests are springing up on the aban-
doned mines and mining towns in 
California.  

———————–— 
“A fool is always beginning. “ French 

Proverb.  
 
—J. W. Davis, Jay Sheldon, Mr. 
Colby, and Mr. L. Granville, all of 
Lake Helen, were in the city Satur-
day. 



more than a statement made by Colonel 
Fred S. Goodrich while in Washington 
or some other famous place of corrup-
tion.  The gist of the clipping was that 
Col. Goodrich said that the South was 
ready for war with the North at any 
time; that he had seen ballot boxes bro-
ken open and their contents destroyed; 
registration books burned; the American 
flag torn into shreds: all this done by 
those that wore the gray.  The clipping 
further states that a white Republican 
in the South is socially ostracized, and 
the veriest (sic) wretch, if he were in the 
Confederate army placed in office over 
the most competent Republican.  

   When reading the article our “small 
soul” spoke unto our large heart that no 
matter who made such a statement it 
was a lie, and we branded it as such, 
although our “small soul” came into life 
north of the Mason and Dixon line.  We 
stated further that the bloody shirt 
fiends were as mean as the d—I wanted 
them to be, and that there was as much 
corruption in the ballot North as in the 
South.  We still stand by our statement 
knowing that it is the truth and also 
convinced that every honest man, North 
or South, Republican or Democrat, will 
also say, “It’s the truth.” 

   The article as a whole aroused the ire 
of our esteemed friend, Col. Goodrich, 
and in the issue of the DeLand News of 
the 26th inst., he replies to it, in lan-
guage that some might think scathing, 
but in reality he vented his vivid imagi-
nation in, well, vegetable sarcasm.  My, 
what a brilliant Congressman the Colo-
nel would make!  However, the Colonel 
does not deny in toto (sic) that he made 
a statement similar to the clipping pub-
lished by the Record, and if the Leader 
and Herald man has twisted his fiery 
and patriotic sentences into else other 
than his meaning, a suit brought 
against the Leader and Herald for an 
hundred thousand or so—and won—
might be of great assistance to  our 
friend, the doughty Colonel, in his con-
test in this congressional district for a 

seat in Congress.  But the colonel might 
say the Leader and Herald is a Republi-
can organ and in Foraker’s and 
Sherman’s state such papers must have 
the liberty to unfurl the bloody shirt.  It 
would seem so anyway, as he has not a 
word to say derogatory to that paper or 
its correspondent, but fires into the Re-
cord man, as though ordering the vege-
tables of his dinner at a first class hotel.   

   We did not publish the article quite 
entirely by the bidding of our “small 
soul”  but from the fullness of our large 
heart that the people of DeLand and of 
the Second Congressional district of 
Florida might know what was said in 
Washington and other similar place of 
corruption, which the Colonel visited on 
his recent trip north.  And we will state 
right here that it is with the utmost sor-
row that we cannot truthfully say that 
our friend’s, the Colonel’s article caused 
us any loss of sleep, although we were 
somewhat concerned about him, believ-
ing from the sublime flight of his imagi-
nation he must have injured his brain.  
In this way we think our readers will 
quite agree with us, as the following is 
what he says about the Record man.  
That’s us.  “As to the Record man, his 
body is in possession of too small a soul 
for the Lord to bother with; and the 
devil wouldn’t have such ever as volun-
teers, unless they come tied up in 
bunches like radishes at the vegetable 
stands—like the dot over the letter “i” 
the boy was in so much doubt about—
two small potatoes.  And from this time 
out I can pay no attention to him.  It is 
not often I give attention to cheap scrib-
blers, but when yelping curs annoy one, 
a good sound kick is about the only way 
to dispense with them.” 

   Thank you, Colonel; but as this clip-
ping in which you assert yourself is 
somewhat misleading to those who 
know you not, combativeness being dis-
played in it, we beg for a little more 
space that we might enlighten our read-
ers.  

   Colonel Goodrich is a most loveable 
man.  Personally, he is loved by his ox, 
his ass, his man servant, his maid ser-
vant, his neighbor, the people of De-
Land, of Volusia county, and the Na-
tional Republican Executive Commit-
tee.  That love amounts almost to hero 
worship as the many loveable traits of 
his character blend into one harmoni-
ous whole.  A stranger is at once mag-
netized by his suavity of manner, and 
become his friend thenceforth, forever; 
little children approach him fearlessly, 
knowing that they will receive a kind 
word, benevolent look, and adults gen-
erally travel half a block out of their 
way to feast their eyes upon his beam-
ing countenance from which goodness 
radiates like the sun, and which bears 
the marks of nothing but a life of truth, 
honesty, benevolence charitableness, 
and untold virtue.  Words fail us; but O 
(sic), that our dear readers could meet 
this truly good man; that they could see 
him as we do daily and feel the influ-
ence of his noble works of love! but, 
alas! It seems it cannot be, and we can 
only hope that from this crude por-
trayal of such a worshipful character 
our readers will seek necessarily to 
appreciate the true worth of Colonel 
Fred S. Goodrich of DeLand.  

Deland’s Post office  

Through the kindness of Postmaster 
Tanner, we are enabled to give the 
amount of business  done at the De-
Land post office from January 1st 
1888, to January 1st 1889.  It pro-
claims at once without any double-
column displayed advertisement, that 
DeLand is a bustling, thriving city.  
The total amount of money dispatched 
from the office in postal notes and 
money orders reaches the small fortune 
of $20.000.07.  Of this sum $2,150.01 
represents postal rates and the balance 
$23,269.83 is the amount of money 
orders.  The latter amount is covered 
by the amount of 2380 orders .   Of reg-
istered letters and  packages that have 
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been dispatched … ...  (unreadable) free 
during the past year, and 1,196 have 
been  received.  The DeLand post office 
has also received 32 special delivery 
letters.  The weight of newspaper sent 
from the office as second class matter 
at one cent per pound amounts to 7,561 
pounds   The total receipts of the office 
for the last year 1888 amounts to the 
large sum of $3,750.03.  

What better advertisement does De-
Land want than this?  Does it not show 
the city to be on a sound basis?  At the 
least, the above figures show the gov-
ernment business , and necessarily the 
community must be on the same foot-
ing.   To Postmaster Tanner much of 
the efficiency and increasing business 
of the office is due.  Again, we thank 
him for the news, as it put him to no 
little loss of time to comply with our 
request for the figures.—From the De-
Land County Record 
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pendence was over, the newly formed 
State of North Carolina opened a land 
office.  In order to begin to sort out the 
land ownership mess North Carolina 
created a “Land Entry” process.  Any-
one could “enter” land.  If there was no 
objection to their claim the state would 
order the land to be surveyed and the 
process then moved forward and even-
tually ended in a clear title.  The de-
scription of the land entries and the 
comments recorded later produce clues 
to the length of time the enteree had 
lived in the area.  Location of the 
claims were always referenced to the 
various rivers and creeks, branches 
and streams that where the most 
prominent land marks in the area and 
the Vacant Land Entry book includes 
maps which identify these waterways. 

   Shortly after the war much of the 
land was beginning to play out.  The 
once blue rivers, Yadkin and Catawba, 
ran brown with mud as the land up 
stream washed away.  There was a 
large exodus. Many of my family who 
fought in the Revolutionary War left 
the area.  Their trail picks up again 
when the land bounty and pension re-
cords were made available.  Most of the 
Halls applied for land and pension 
from states further west.  Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa 
are often the places where they lived in 
1835 or 1840.  The Revolutionary War 
records, available on Heritage Quest, 
give the state where service is claimed 
even though the people were now living 
in other states.  Many of the pension 
records or land grant requests by wid-
ows list the woman's maiden name, 
when and where married, children etc.  
My Halls were in eastern Iowa Terri-
tory in 1836, ten years before it became 
a state. Alas, no Revolutionary War 
records for them, they were a bit too 
young to have served. 

   For those who remained in North 
Carolina the Land Entry Records, ab-
stracted in 1988 by Richard A. Enochs 
with the help and encouragement of 

20 November 2009—In October  Margot 
and I went to Concord, NC to spend 
some time with both of our daughters 
who live there.  For the most part I 
spent the month attending high school 
football games and college softball 
games and enjoying being with the fam-
ily and basking in the beautiful fall 
weather.  Finally I decided it was time 
to work on my family history. 

   The Civil War Pension record of my 
great grandfather revealed that he was 
born in Davie County North Carolina in 
1830.   When I made a call to the Davie 
County Public Library in Mocksville I 
was informed that they probably didn't 
have anything that Rowan County did-
n't.  That was surprising but since 
Davie County was part of Rowan 
County in 1830 I accepted the advice, 
besides Salisbury was much closer than 
Mocksville. 

   I learned that King George I, unsatis-
fied with the rate of land sales in the 
Carolina Territory asked that the eight 
Lord Proprietors sell the land back to 
him. Seven of the Lord Proprietors did 
so and the area became a Crown or 
Royal Colony.  The Right Honourable 
John Earl Granville, Viscount Carteret 
and Baron Carteret, of Hawnes, County 
of Bedford, Kingdom of Great Britain, 
Lord President of his Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council, and Knight 
of the Most Noble Order of the Garter 
refused to sell.  In 1744 his land was set 
off to him in a deed and became the 
Granville Proprietary or simply the 
Granville area. 

   When Granville died in 1763, having 
never seen his land, his land office 
closed.  People had no way to obtain a 
legal title to their land and so just 
squatted on the land and waited for a 
path to a clear title. Since there was no 
government there were no tax lists, 
deed books or will books.  The people 
who lived there were mostly invisible 
and became known as “lost ancestors”.  
For fifteen years people waited until 
finally in 1778, after the War for Inde-

Mrs. Jo Linn White, a prominent gene-
alogist of Salisbury, are indispensable 
and I spent a good deal of time copying 
the entries made by Halls or referencing 
the land of the Hall families of the area 
and trying to put family groups together.   
The library put me in contact with an old 

Searching for Halls in Early North Carolina—Jerry Hale 
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man Grady Hall, who lives in Salis-
bury.  He grew up in Davie County and 
has written a book about the family but 
has no clue to connections back to the 
1830s, deflating my hope of finding a 
living Hall who could help. 

   I went to Salisbury early one morn-
ing to begin my search.  The first thing 
that greeted me when I got out of my 
car was this wonderful mural depicting 
old Salisbury. 

   Before I went to Salisbury I went 
online to see what they might have in 
their genealogy room.  I was surprised 
to see the extent of their collection.   

   Rowan Public Library’s Edith M. 
Clark History Room concentrates pri-
marily on Western North Carolina ge-
nealogy and history including all areas 
of old Rowan County. Their holdings 
include over 19,000 books, 5700 micro-
forms, 268 manuscript collections, doz-
ens of genealogical journals. 

   A search of the Rowan County Li-
brary web site  

 <http://www.rowancountync.gov/
GOVERNMENT/Departments/
RowanPublicLibrary/HistoryRoom/
tabid/454/Default.aspx >  

revealed a very extensive collection for 
the area and time period I was inter-
ested in.   

   The Gen Room librarian, Ms. 
Gretchen Witt, gave me a tour of the 
room pointing out the location of all 
their resources.  She was very knowl-
edgeable, friendly and helpful.  
   The first day the library was open 
until 9 p.m. and they had to blink the 
lights to bring me out of my trance.  I 
was very deep into the fascinating his-
tory of the area.  Unfortunately my 
Halls were in the area before the Revo-
lution and, although there is a lot of 

information I was making very slow 
progress and the interesting material 
would take a long time to read and di-
gest.  I had my computer and scanner 
with me and used that on some loose 

papers and used their copier for a few 
things but it was obvious that I wasn't 
going to be able to afford anywhere near 
the amount of material I wanted to copy. 

   I decided to try to use the little digital 
camera that I always carry.  After trying 
it on books and papers I realized that I 
was getting very good copy and that the 
procedure was a lot quicker and cost 
nothing at all.  The big problem was 
with all of the microfilm I wanted to 
view and take notes on.  I tried to photo-
graph the screen of the automated mi-
crofilm reader.  That produced mixed 
results.  There was glare from the glass 
screen and I could not get the docu-
ments to fit the screen.  I began to take 
two pictures of each frame in order to 
capture the entire document.  This was 

Page 12 January, February, March  2010 

“The Gen Room librarian, Ms 
Gretchen Witt, gave me a tour of the 
room pointing out the location of all 

their resources.  She was very 
knowledgeable, friendly and helpful.“  

Mural of Old Salisbury on buildings near the library.  This is actually a composite of two photos. 



NOT satisfactory.  I quit that effort and 
thought long and hard about the prob-
lem.  It occurred to me that the me-

chanical microfilm reader might be a 
better solution.  The next day I started 
to experiment with that idea.  What I 
learned was that this was a nearly per-
fect solution.  I could crank the micro-
film ahead one frame, hold the camera 
up, using no flash and automatic focus, 
and snap a picture of that frame, crank 
the film to the next frame, hold up the 
camera again etc.  The pictures were 

years later an Indian knocked on the 
door and invited to sit with the family  

Please see page 4, Hochstetier  

great although the microfilm was in 
negative format.  By the end of a long 
day I began to have problems holding 

the camera up, my arm would 
shake so bad I couldn't get a fo-
cused picture.  That night my 
daughter suggested using a tripod! 
Why didn't I think of that?  I have 
a great tripod.  The next day I took 
the tripod in to the library and set 
it up to hold the camera at the ex-
actly ideal position where I could 
capture the entire viewing area in 
one shot and the focus didn't 
change because the camera was 
held steady and at exactly the 
right distance from the viewing 

area. 

   Every day after that I took 650 to 
700 pictures.  I had several extra 
memory cards and bought an extra 
battery.  I could keep one battery 
charging while I used the other and 
could swap memory cards whenever 
necessary.  At night I would offload all 
of the frames I had captured.—Jerry 
Hale   

An original shot and an inverted shot—
both easily readable. 

cuted by Charles V and settled west of 
Philadelphia then gradually spread out. 
The largest group is in Holmes County, 
Ohio but the number of Amish communi-
ties is increasing and has spread to 75 
countries. We were interested to learn 
that their youth are given the freedom to 
experience the world and then, as adults, 
make the decision whether to continue in 
the faith or reject it. 90% are then bap-
tized and remain in the faith and adhere 
to it's teachings and lifestyle. 

   Dr. Stewart went on to tell about the 
massacre of his ancestors, the Jacob 
Hochstetler family, at the hands of Indi-
ans. Jacob refused to give permission to 
defend the family, saying that it was not 
right to take another's life, even to defend 
one's own. The women were murdered 
and scalped and Jacob and son Christian 
were taken away, prisoners of the Indi-
ans. After years Jacob escaped and re-
turned to the homestead, remarried and 
began again with a new family. Five 

   Society member Rev. Dr. A. Dale 
Stewart, with the help of Dr. James 
Price, (Photo Specialist,) made a very 
interesting presentation to the Society 
at the November meeting. Dr. Dale 
brought “Sarah plain and short” to dem-
onstrate the Amish dress and the fact 
that the dolls they make have no faces. 
We learned that the Amish are Anabap-
tist (no infant baptism) and followers of 
Jacob Amman. They disagree with the 
followers of Menno Simons, the Mennon-
ites, who are less strict in their lifestyle 
choices. They are Christian separatists 
who believe in the resurrection and 
yielding to others. Their values are hu-
mility and obedience and they adhere to 
a primitive lifestyle with no modern 
conveniences. They are peaceful, do not 
fear death but do fear government 
which has caused them problems in the 
past. 

   They came to America at the invita-
tion of William Penn after being perse-

The Hochstetier Massacre—An Introduction to Amish Cultural History—Rev. 
Dr. A. Dale Stewart w/Dr. James Price—Jerry Hale 
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The tripod set up to hold the camera 
at the exactly ideal position 

Rev. Dr. Dale with Sarah plain 
and short. 



Cover Story From Page 1—The  
Allens 
   After James and Emily were building 
a family and James was planning to join 
the gold rush when fate took a hand.  
Their first son, Edward Wellington Al-
len (b.1843) decided to start a fire in the 
barn “to warm the chickens.”  The fire 
destroyed the barn with all of it's con-
tents and the hotel which was providing 
their living.  That disaster caused the 
Allen and Pond families to migrate to 
Wisconsin, first to Sheboygan then to 
Two Rivers and finally, in 1859, to Eau 
Claire.  Their family grew steadily until 
there were five in all, Edward, Emily 
Maria (b.1845), James Fredrick 
“Fred” (b.1847), Adelaide (b.1849 
d.1849), Cora Ellen (b.1856), Charles 
Levi (b.1858) and William Augustus 
“Gus” in Wisconsin and “Will” in Florida 
(b.1866.) 
   James Allen partnered with his 
brother-in-law Levi W. Pond and estab-
lished the company in the logging busi-
ness.  Mr. Pond invented and patented a 
“sheer boom” which revolutionized log-
ging in America and the business was a 
big success.3 

   As the Civil War loomed Edward and 
Fred (James Fredrick) were involved 
with the local militia units and when 
the war broke out Edward enlisted and 
in December of 1863 was mustered into 
Company H of the 16th Wisconsin Volun-
teers.  Fred followed in 1864 in Com-
pany K, 16th Regiment, Wisconsin Vol-
unteers.  Edward was soon in battle, 
and when his officers were cut down 
became a 2nd Lt in charge of  his unit.  
Fred remained a private and had a very 
short fighting career.  On June 3rd, near 
Cold Harbor in Virginia, Fred and sev-
eral of his comrades got separated from 
the main unit and were taken prisoner 
by a Confederate cavalry unit.  They 
were transported to Richmond for a 
short stay at Libby prison and then 
transferred to Andersonville, Ga.  Fred 
called that “Hell on Earth.”   One of the 
few soldiers who escaped from Ander-
sonville encountered Edward who was 
by then a 2nd Lt with Sherman's army.  
The escaped soldier told Edward that he 
saw Fred carried out of the prison for 
burial.  The word went back to Eau 

Claire that Fred had perished.   This 
news was received with great grief and 
his funeral sermon was preached by Rev. 
Mr. Hamilton, of Eau Claire, shortly after 
the news had been received of his death.   
As the war was winding down the family 
learned from an article in the [Eau 
Claire] Free Press that Fred had survived 
the Andersonville prison and was heading 
home via Annapolis, Maryland; St. Louis, 
Missouri and Madison, Wisconsin.  His 
letter, marked “Paroled Prisoner's Letter” 
arrived soon after.  The postmaster recog-
nized that the letter was from Fred and a 
neighbor paid the postage and carried the 
letter to Fred's mother Emily (Pond) Al-
len who was “laying sick on her couch.”  
Mrs. Allen soon perked up at the proof 
that Fred was indeed alive and on his 
way home.  And so the future of the Allen 
family in DeLand was assured by a 
whisker. 
   Settling back into civilian life in Eau 
Claire, the Allen family began to grow 
again.  Edward married Mary S. Daven-
port in Vermont, Emily died in 1861, 
never married, James Fredrick (“Fred”) 
married Calista Doble “Kitty” Norton on 
8 Oct 1872, Adelaide apparently died as 
she is not mentioned again, Cora Ellen 
married J. F. Ellis, Charles Levi married 
Frances Manning in Leavenworth, Kan-
sas and William Augustus (called “Will” 
or “Gus”) followed Fred to Florida where 
he  married Laura A. Tanner. 
   Edward started the first furniture store 
in Eau Claire, called “Allen and Harris”.  
He and Mary had three children, James 
E., Edna and Fred H.  James married 
Maude Cernagham, they had two daugh-
ters, Mary and Grace, and in 1914 James 
was a member of the Congregationalist 
Church and the Elks Lodge in Eau Claire.  
Edna married James Long, moved to 
Mexico City, Mexico and does not appear 
again in the family history.  When last 
heard of Fred was a druggist in Tacoma, 
Washington.  Edward lived the rest of his 
life in Eau Claire and, on the 18th of Feb-
ruary 1908, while sitting in the Opera 
House waiting to hear a speech by Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan, suddenly passed 
away. 
   Fred had a hard time getting over his 
terrible eleven months in prison.  In 1875 
he decided to go south and chose Florida 
as his destination because of the climate.  

In August Fred, Charles  and Will went 
south. 
   Fred and Calista settled first at a 
point between Enterprise and Lake 
Helen near where Henry DeLand 
would later establish the town and was 
one of the first to help Henry DeLand 
in building  DeLand.  As most others, 

Page 14 Roots & Branches Genealogy Society  

James Allen  
Courtesy of “The History of Eau Claire 

County, 1914, Past and Present.” 

E. W. Allen 
Courtesy of “The History of Eau Claire 

County, 1914, Past and Present” 

“Fred had a hard time getting over his terrible eleven months in prison.  In 
1875 he decided to go south and chose Florida as his destination because of 
the climate. “ 



Calista Norton Allen, 1852-1941  

James F. & Calista Norton Allen 

Fred and his brothers began by clear-
ing land of pine trees and planting an 
orange orchard. Charles wrote:  “I 
helped cut and burn away many acres 
of the finest kind of pine timber to be 
replaced with orange trees.”  In June, 
1876, Charles  returned home,  “filled 
with malaria, quite sated with the fun 
(?) of sleeping on the ground, eating 
my  own cooking, fighting mosquitoes 
and drinking water seventy-five de-
grees warm.” 
   Fred and Will remained in Florida 
doing business as a carpenters and 
cabinet makers and building caskets.  
Fred became an undertaker about 
1877, acquiring funeral director's li-
cense No. 17 in the State of Florida 
and embalmer's license No. 2.   In 
1882 Fred moved into a house he had 
built on Woodland Boulevard.  De-
Land Academy, later to become Stet-
son University, was begun across the 
street from the Allen residence with 
the building of DeLand Hall.  In re-
calling her early experiences to 
friends here, Mrs. Allen clearly re-
membered the time back in 1884 
when the contractors had just started 
actual work on the first building.  At 
that time Mrs. Allen's husband saw a 
group of workers leaning on shovels 
and talking over the proposed struc-
ture, and he decided to chat with 
them.  Soon after he returned he re-
ported he had promised the builders, 
"Go ahead and build your school and 
I'll furnish you some scholars." 
   Calista fulfilled her part of the bar-
gain for she was the mother of six 
children, four of whom lived and  all 
four attended Stetson. (the Allen 
house was later donated to Stetson 
University and became “Alumni 
House”) 
   Fred went into the furniture and 
undertaking business with M. C. 
McNeil under the name McNeil and 
Allen.  Sometime later Fred  bought 
out McNeil and changed the name of 
the business to J. F. Allen and Co. 
   Fred's father, James Allen was 
badly injured in a train wreck in Flor-
ida, probably coming or going on a 
visit from Eau Claire, and was there-
after unable to engage in hard manual 
labor.  The winters in Wisconsin were 
becoming harder to bear and so James 
moved to Florida and, when Fred 
bought out his partner James took an 

interest in the business.  Thereafter 
James lived in rooms behind the furni-
ture business while Emily, who could 
not take the severe heat in Florida,  
and son Charles, maintained the home 
in Eau Claire.  James Allen followed 
his routine, reading the newspapers 
and spending time in his son's drug 
store across the street.  He was found 
dead in his bed on 8 March 1929.  His 
body was returned to Eau Claire to be 
buried in Lakeview Cemetery beside 
his wife Emily who had died two years 
before. 
   William Augustus (“Will or some-
times “Gus”) was prospering in the 
drug store business, having established 
the first drug store in DeLand which 
was named “The W. A. Allen Drug 
Company.”  The business was located 
in a building at the corner of West Indi-
ana and the Boulevard, across the 
street from the J. A. Allen Furniture 
Company. Will married Laura Tanner, 
daughter of Horace A. and Ellen B. 
(Judge) Tanner in about 1888.  To Will 
and Laura were born three children, 
Edna (1889-1890) Charles L. 
“Pete” (1891-1971) and Horace T. 
“Pug” (1899-1981).   In 1914 Will was 

also the Postmaster of the City of De-
Land, the Post Office being right next 
door.  After Will died in 1919 his son 
Charles “Pete” continued to run the W. A. 
Allen Drug Company until he retired in 
1956. 
    Back in Eau Claire, Charles Levi Al-
len, who had fled the primitive conditions 
of early Florida worked in the summer, 
went to school in the winter and studied 
law in his brother-in-law Joseph F. Ellis' 
law office.  He later went to the Univer-
sity and obtained a law degree, returned 
and went into partnership with J. F. 
Ellis.  The partnership ended when 
Charles withdrew, citing irreconcilable 
differences with Mr. Ellis with regards to 
business practices.  Charles eventually 
bought out Mr. Ellis' land company, set-
tled sixteen law suits pending against the 
company and began to study agriculture 
and acquire land.  He had to fight C. F. 
Ellis who brought several law suits in an 
attempt to regain the land he had sold.  
Charles eventually won the suits and 
built up his holdings until he owned 
3,000 acres in Wisconsin and many acres 
in Louisiana and the Dakotas.  Charles 
married Miss Frances Manning of 
Leavenworth, Kansas and they raised 
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and backed up well known older players. 
  The Robins had a mediocre season, 
ending at 500.  Pug must have been very 
fast and surely had a very good arm be-
cause he got into 4 games and in 7 times 
at bat he didn't get a hit. 
   In 1923 Pug married Eleanor Morrison 
Hunter at Sewickley, PA.  Ebbets was 
preparing to sell Pug's contract to the 
Yankees but he decided to give up foot-
ball and baseball.  He returned to De-
Land and became the coach of football, 
baseball and basketball at Stetson Uni-
versity, continuing to play semi-pro 
baseball in the  spring and summer.  He 
last played with the New Orleans Peli-
cans. 

   There was seemingly no end to Pug's 
talent as he switched to golf, became a 
professional golfer for the rest of his 
life, a member of the Professional Golf 
Association.  He worked at country 
clubs at Tippecanoe and Ft. Wayne, IN 
as a golf professional and bought the 
College Arms course in DeLand.  Dur-
ing his professional golf career Pug 
developed friendships with Bobby 
Jones and Walter Hagen, golf greats of 
the day and many others.  His standing 
as the consummate athlete even ex-
tended to fishing where he twice won 
the Field & Stream magazine's annual 
award for the biggest largemouth bass 
with catches of 19 and 21 pounds.  De-

Former Allen House Renovated—New Home for Stetson University Alumni 
“Stetson Letter,” Winter, 1965, page 3. From the Brownell Collection, Notebook #1, page 265.    

four sons, Ned Manning, Phillip Scott, 
William Arthur and Charles Francis. 
   James and Emily's grandsons James 
A. “Gus” and  Charles “Pete” took over 
their father's businesses and continued 
the family tradition. 
   Gus died in 1942, his wife, Mabelle 
(Cox) Allen died in 1965. Their son Lt. 
Gerae Cox Allen was lost in the North 
Sea in March of 1944.  There is a me-
morial stone for him in Oakdale Ceme-
tery.  Their daughter Elizabeth Cox 
Allen followed in her Great Uncle 
Will's footsteps, working at the DeLand 
Post Office for 30 years and retiring in 
June 1972. 
   In 1927 Pete married Edna 
(Lawrence) Sullivan, there were no 
children.  Pete's sister Edna was born 8 
Oct 1889 and lived for less than a year.  
Pete died in 1971, Edna followed in 
1975, both are buried in Oakdale 
Cemetery. 
   Pete had a brother, son of  Will and 
Laura (Tanner) Allen,  who was surely 
the most remarkable athlete that has 
ever come out of DeLand.  Horace Tan-
ner “Pug” Allen was born in DeLand in 
1899. He attended Porter Military 
Academy, a college preparatory school, 
in Charleston, SC, receiving a football 
scholarship to Georgia Tech (South 
Georgia Institute of Technology), in 
Atlanta, GA where he was the starting 
fullback in 1916, 1917 and 1918.  In 
1919, at age 20, Pug played baseball on 
the Yellow Jacket's team.  He is listed 
as the first Georgia Tech player to play 
professional baseball. After graduation 
Pug played professional football with 
the Canton Ohio Bulldogs alongside 
Jim Thorpe, the famous native Ameri-
can athlete.  After the season he signed 
a contract with Charles Ebbets to play 
professional baseball with the Brooklyn 
Robins, a forerunner of the Dodgers, at 
Ebbets Field in New York.  (Author's 
note, when I got to New York for the 
first time in 1956 I went directly to Eb-
bets Field, home of the Dodgers and as 
famous and awe inspiring in my mind 
as Jerusalem, so important was base-
ball in my life up to then. /H/) 
   Pug's autograph is still sold in auc-
tions and a baseball card bearing his 
likeness is for sale on eBay even today.  
His statistics page at Sports Illustrated 
online says he “bats left, throws right, 
stands 6 feet tall and weighs 187”.  He 
played the outfield, both left and right, 
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Land High School has “The Horace 
'Pug' Allen Award” for an exceptional 
athlete in more than one sport. 
   Pug retired in 1955 and continued to 

make his home in DeLand, spending 
summers in North Carolina where he 
was the pro at the Springdale Country 
Club at Canton.  Eleanor died at Fish 
Memorial Hospital, Orange City in 
1970.  Thereafter Pug lived with his 
daughter Libby, Mrs. Dr. Ernest Sti-
nes.  Dr. Stines was a prominent Can-
ton physician. Pug died in Canton, NC 
on July 5, 1981.  He and Eleanor are 
both buried in Oakdale Cemetery.  I 
was not able to learn more about Pug & 
Eleanor's other daughter Eleanor (born 
1926) except that she married a Will-
banks. 
   Although the W. A. Allen Drug Com-
pany no longer exists the furniture and 
undertaking business, among the first 
businesses in DeLand, continues to 
operate, having evolved into Allen-
Summerhill Funeral Home. 
   The influence that the Allen family 
has had on the town of DeLand is great 
and continues to help make DeLand 
the great town that it is. 
  (Pug's record at Sports Illustrated: 
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/

   Georgia Institute of Technology has 
been the source of many major league 
players. Through 2008, the major 
leaguer out of GT with the most at-bats 
is Del Pratt, with Nomar Garciaparra 
second. The major league pitcher with 
the most wins is Kevin Brown. 
   People who went here  (Pug is listed 
first.) 
   Horace Allen, outfielder—Jerry Hale 
 

baseball/mlb/players/46300/index.html ) 
   Pug Allen coached at Stetson for 5 
seasons. (http://statfix.com/
collegebasketball/stetson ) 
   1919 Brooklyn Robins 
http://www.baseball-reference.com/
bullpen/1919_Brooklyn_Robins 
   1919 Brooklyn Robins / Franchise: Los 
Angeles Dodgers / BR Team Page 
   Record: 69-71, Finished 5th in Na-
tional League (1919 
NL) 
   Managed by 
Wilbert Robinson 
   Ballpark: Ebbets 
Field[edit] History, 
Comments, Contri-
butions 
   The 1919 Brooklyn 
Robins had a medio-
cre season overall. 
They finished in 5th 
out of 8 teams in the 
National League, 
finished roughly in 
the middle (4th) in 
attendance, and had 
a record of 69-71, 
just under .500. 
   Georgia Institute 
of Technology 
   Location: Atlanta, 
GA 
   Nickname: Yellow 
Jackets 
   Conference: Atlan-
tic Coast Conference 
1980-present; Metro 
Conference 1976-
1978; District III 
Independents 1965-
1974; Southeastern 
Conference 1933-
1964; Southern Con-
ference -1932 
   Ballpark: Russ 
Chandler Stadium 
College World Series 
Appearances: 3 
1994, 2002 & 2006 
   Stats of MLB play-
ers who went here 
   College World 
Series runner-up in 
1994 

Horace “Pug” Allen, Coach 
OSHIHYI 1923, p. 117 

Horace Tanner “Pug” Allen 
Sun News, 1 May 1972, Brownell Collection, 

Notebook #1, page 156  
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Founded in 1986, the Roots & Branches Society of West Volu-
sia County, serves the cities of DeLand, Deltona, DeBary, 

Enterprise, Osteen, Pierson and Seville.  

The purpose of this Society is to stimulate and promote in-
terest in genealogical and historical research and provide 

instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and adherence 
to scientific principles of accuracy and thoroughness in re-

search.   

 We meet the third Sunday of each month, September 
through June, in the Auditorium of the DeLand Public Li-

brary for a Program at 2:00 PM.  A 45 minute beginners’ les-
son is offered at 1:00 PM prior to the meeting in the Confer-
ence Room behind the Audio/Visual desk.  Guests are wel-

come. The Library hours are Monday through Thursday  9:00 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Friday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to  

5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

130 E. Howry Avenue, 
DeLand, Florida 32724 

residence in Glencoe and were attended 
by relatives and friends from all over 
Volusia County.  Interment made at 
Hawks Park. 

   Mr. Ditson who was 64 years of age, 
was a well-known resident of Volusia 
County.  Mr. Ditson, who formerly re-
sided at Osteen, was at one time very 

prominent in county politics.  He was for 
years a faithful friend of the editor of 
this paper and of the News itself. 

He is survived by his wife, 3 sons and 
daughter, Mrs. H. H. McDonald, and 
Tom Ditson, of Daytona, and Jeff and 
Harry Ditson, of New Smyrna.  —From 
the Brownell Collection    

Obituary of John P. Ditson 

March 1915— Funeral services were 
held Friday over the remains of J. P. 
Ditson, who died Thursday night at a 
sanitorium in Hawks Park, following a 
long illness. 

   The services were held at his late 

The DeLand News March 1915  

 
We’re also on the Web @ 
 
http://www.flgenhistonline.com/counties/flagvol/volusia/
volusia.html 
 

We’re on the  Web! 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~
flrbgs/index.htm 


