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Roots & Branches was formed twenty two years ago this summer.  The first organizational 
meeting was held on June 9th, 1986.  The first regular meeting was held on Sept 9th 1986 at the 
DeLand Public Library.  Fifty-one people attended.  Joseph "Pat" McCann wrote the first bylaws with 
the assistance of Thelma Beck, president of the Volusia County Genealogical Society in Daytona 
Beach.

Of the first officers Lemoyne "Lee" Meichner, the first president, is still a member, living in 
Preston, MD; The first vice president,  John Turner (and his wife Maxine) was a member until 2004 
when he had to drop out because of the ill health of Mrs. Turner.  One of the founding members who is 
still a member and follows the Society's activities through our news letter is Mrs. Daphne Brownell, 
now living in Rock Hall, MD.  Mrs. Brownell has donated her forty years of research on Volusia 
County families to our Genealogy and Local History Room in the form of our "Brownell Collection" 
and has published several books which reside on our shelves.

     The purpose of the Society is: "To stimulate and promote interest in genealogical and historical 
research, to provide instruction in the use of efficient mechanics and adherence to scientific principles 
of accuracy and thoroughness in research, to champion advanced ethical standards and to discourage 
and oppose incompetent and disreputable practices and researchers, to foster careful documentation and 
otherwise promote scholarly writing, to collect, preserve, and disseminate knowledge and information 
with reference to genealogical and related historical biographical and heraldic data."

     Our two main projects are to provide volunteers to man the Genealogy and Local History room and 
to digitize the Brownell Collection.  We are presently covering about 80% of the hours that the 
Genealogy and Local History Room is open and are nearing the end of the first phase of our effort to 
digitize the Brownell Collection.

     The Society meets on the third Sunday of each month except (July and August) in the Auditorium of 
the DeLand Public Library at 2 p.m.  We conduct a beginning genealogy lesson at 1 p.m. in the 
Conference Room.  The public is always welcome to both the lesson and the general meeting.  We are 
always looking for beginning genealogists with an eye to helping them learn how to research their 
family history.

     Anyone who is interested in joining our Society, in volunteering to help with one of our projects or 
is just curious about family history research is welcome to drop by the Genealogy and Local History 
room on the second floor of the library or contact our president, Jim Pardee, <pardeejim@aol.com> 
Tel: 386 / 740-7470 or the Membership Chairman Mary Lois Kelley, <mkelle30@bellsouth.net> Tel: 
386 / 736-1751.


